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Non-Technical Summary 
 
This report describes the results of an archaeological desk-based assessment and 
evaluation of the kitchen garden, Speke Hall, Speke, Merseyside. The project was 
conducted in advance of the planning to restore the traditional site of the kitchen 
garden to its former use. 
 
Kitchen gardens were a common feature of many households from the medieval 
period into the early 20th century and supplied produce such as fruit, vegetables and 
herbs for consumption by the family or estate.   
 
The desk-study found some evidence for gardening in the Speke Hall archives, 
though this was largely confined to inventories of tools or plants and there is very 
little direct evidence for where the kitchen garden until the early 19th century.  The 
present site is first referred to as a garden on a map of 1825 and later mapping 
allows some elements of the garden’s layout, including the location of greenhouses, 
to be established. 
 
Five trenches were excavated by hand in the garden.  These found very little direct 
evidence for the garden, apart from a short section of brick edged gravel path. In 
some areas top soil was very deep at over 1m and this was probably due to the 
application of compost and manure over a period of over 100 years.  The trenches 
also fond evidence of shallow ditches which may have been used to mark the plot 
boundaries when it was first established. 
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A Desk-Based Assessment and Archaeological Evaluation of 
the Kitchen Garden, Speke Hall, The Walk, Speke, Merseyside 

1.  Introduction 
 
This report describes the results of a desk-based assessment and archaeological 
evaluation or trial trenching at the Kitchen Garden, Speke Hall, Speke, Merseyside. 
 
The project was conducted in advance of proposals to reinstate the kitchen gardens 
in a small plot of land to the south-east of the Hall, believed to be the original 
location. The project was conducted on behalf of the National Trust (hereafter the 
Client) and will help to inform the design of the proposals, and establish the nature of 
archaeological deposits on the site. 
 
2. The Site 
 
Speke Hall is situated on the north bank of the River Mersey in what are now the 
suburban fringes of Liverpool at National Grid Reference SJ41878257. The site is 
situated at a height of c. 12 m AOD in an area of gently sloping topography (Fig. 1). 
 
The hall lies at the core of the former township of Speke which historically formed 
part of the parish of Childwall. The hall and its grounds cover an area of 
approximately 100 ha, though this project was confined to the former kitchen gardens 
which lie c. 150m to the east of the hall and moated site which form the core of the 
complex. The hall, and parts of the present gardens, is a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument (SM13481) and Grade I Listed Building. The bridges to the north and east 
of the house are Grade II Listed. The North Lodge situated at the northern entrance 
to the estate was constructed in the late 19th century and is also Grade II Listed. 
Other buildings associated with the hall such as farm buildings and cottages had also 
been present within the grounds of the site before being demolished.  
 
The Kitchen Gardens lie c. 150 m to the east of the hall and to the immediate south 
of the track leading east from ‘The Stables’ to the ‘Gardener’s Cottage’. The plot 
measures c. 80 x 30 m. The site is presently occupied by a gardener’s compound at 
the western end, a central lawned area and a vegetable garden at the eastern end. 
Concrete slabs for former sheds or greenhouses lie in the north-eastern corner and 
there is a temporary greenhouse or ‘poly-tunnel’ in the south-eastern corner. 
Only the lawned central section of the former gardens was available for trenching. 
 
The plot is bounded on two sides by brick walls on stone bases and on the others by 
modern fences and is currently occupied by a mix of lawns, fruit trees, small 
greenhouses, flower beds and an area of hard standing used for parking. 
 
3. Methodology 
 
The full methodology is described in summary here, full details are given in the 
Project Design (Appendix A). 
 
The excavation was preceded by a rapid desk-based assessment and a report 
produced by students from the University of Chester (Donovan, Jones & Martin 2010) 
aimed at assessing the documentary evidence for the garden.  
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The study area for the desk-study covered the area shown on Fig. 2, trial trenching 
was restricted to the western half of this area. 
 
A total of five trenches were excavated and were aimed at locating garden features 
located on the 1893 25 inch OS map of the area including a garden path and 
greenhouse (Fig. 2). 
 
The location of trenches was restricted by a bee hive which rendered the south-
eastern corner of the plot inaccessible and a live electricity cable along the eastern 
side of the plot which supplies power to a polytunnel/greenhouse in the south-eastern 
corner. 
 
Top-soil was removed using a mechanical excavator to the top of geological deposits 
or suspected archaeological deposits. 
 
All subsequent excavation was by hand. 
 
4.  Archaeological and Historical Background 
 
The archaeological and historical background to the wider Speke Hall estate, which 
originated in the 13th century as a moated site, is well documented and is not 
discussed here; a short summary is given in the project design (Appendix A).  The 
discussion in this section is confined to the evidence for the kitchen garden. 
 
A ‘kitchen garden’ was a common feature of a wide range of medieval and later 
domestic dwellings and estates, from small cottages to high status mansions and 
monasteries, serving the function of providing fresh fruit, vegetables and herbs to the 
household.  However, despite this ubiquity they remain relatively unstudied, most 
research into the archaeology of gardens being focussed upon ornamental or 
pleasure gardens (e.g. Taylor 1983). 
 
As a consequence almost all of what is known of early kitchen gardens is derived 
from documentary sources. On larger estates the ‘Kitchener’ was an official of the 
household, one of whose duties was to maintain the Kitchen garden (McLean 1989, 
26). The best surviving medieval accounts relate to monastic gardens, which until the 
mid-14th century tended to focus on vegetables to support a largely vegetarian diet.  
Later gardens shifted focus to the production of herbs as meat eating increased, 
though these had always been an important element of the garden. The 13th century 
accounts at Beaulieu Abbey mention peas, beans, leeks, onions, garlic, hemp, cider 
apples and bee keeping (McLean 1989, 27).  The accounts also mention the 
purchase of a wide range of tools and gravel, probably for making paths.  Common 
herbs grown in the medieval kitchen garden were parsley (used in large quantities in 
medieval cooking), fennel, chervil, angelica, coriander, alexanders, lovage and tansy 
balm (ibid, 189-190). 
 
Early Post-medieval kitchen gardens appear to have remained unchanged, though 
from the mid-19th century onwards an increasing quantity of printed advice was 
available to the gardener, some of which is discussed in Donovan et al 2010, though 
it is not clear to what extent this advice was followed at Speke.  
 
4.1 Map Evidence 
 
The Addison Estate Map of 1781 (Fig. 3) shows the present site as part of ‘Old Jons 
Yard’, a broadly rectangular plot of land with the present ‘Gardener’s Cottage’ on its 
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northern edge.  The western half of the plot is set within what appears to be an open 
area of land south of the then site of the Home Farm. An oval feature to the east of 
the Gardner’s Cottage is probably a pond or similar feature. The earliest map to show 
the plot in something close to its present form is Bennison’s map of c. 1825 (Fig. 4) 
which shows the northern boundary for the first time and labels the plot a  ‘garden’. 
However, this map gives no details of the internal layout of the garden. 
 
The Tithe Map (Fig. 5) was surveyed in 1844 and shows the site divided into two 
halves (the map labelled as the Tithe Map in Donovan et al 2010 appears to be a 
different map or a later copy as it does not feature plot numbers and shows the later 
Home Farm). The typed transcript of the Tithe Apportionment held by the Merseyside 
HER lists Plot 308 as a ‘Garden’ tenanted by Joseph Brendon, Plot 309 was a 
‘House and Garden’ occupied by John Farlins who also tenanted plot 307, an 
‘Orchard’.   Brendon is also listed as tenant of Speke Hall on the transcript, though, 
the tenant of the Hall in the 1840s was a timber merchant called Joseph Brereton (R. 
Dean, pers. comm.) so it is likely that the name given on the transcript is a 
transcription error. The oval pond is no longer present, though its former location 
appears to be marked by a dotted line. 
 
The first edition 6 in to 1 mile OS map published in 1849 (Fig. 6) shows two plots  
similar in outline to the present with a path around the perimeter of each, though it is 
not clear where the entrances were.  The former site of the pond shown on the 
Addison map is broadly the same shape but has been extended to the east and 
appears to be in use as a yard attached to the Gardener’s Cottage.   The 
Shelmerdine map of 1869 (Fig. 7) shows a broadly comparable layout though the 
eastern half appears to have been sub-divided with a rectangular plot in the south-
eastern corner. 
 
The earliest detailed map of the site is the 1893 OS 25 inch to 1 mile sheet (Fig. 8).  
This shows the garden in two plots with a path following the perimeter of the western 
half and a greenhouse at its western end.  A small rectangular building to the south 
of the stables may be part of the gardens.  The layout of the paths suggests that 
there was a single entrance to the garden at its north-western corner. A path running 
across the plot gave access to the greenhouse. Four trees are shown within the plot 
boundaries though it is unlikely that this represents the actual location of trees and 
more likely that it gives an indication of the general level of tree cover within the plot.  
The western plot is covered with trees, as is the former pond site.  Two small 
rectangular structures are shown, one against the northern boundary, one in the 
north-eastern corner. A path follows the perimeter of the plot, apart from the western 
boundary and crosses the centre. The layout of the path suggests entrances to the 
plot at the south-eastern corner and via the Gardener’s Cottage. 
 
The 1907 OS map (Fig. 9) shows no features within the western garden suggesting 
that the trees and paths had been removed, Only the greenhouse remains, though 
the building at the west end of the garden has been extended north to join the stables 
(This area is now occupied by the Gardeners sheds built in 1987). To the west most 
of the trees have been removed, as have the paths. The 1927 (Fig. 10) edition is 
almost identical, though the western range of buildings has a small addition on its 
eastern side. The only trees surviving are those on the former pond site. 
 
The 1952 and 1953 OS maps (Figs 11 and 12) show a second greenhouse alongside 
the northern boundary and the building adjacent to the stables has been demolished.  
The 1968-74 OS map (Fig. 13) shows the western garden further sub-divided into 
two plots.  The northern greenhouse is no longer shown, whilst the southern 
greenhouse has either been extended or rebuilt.   This greenhouse was finally 
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demolished c. 1980-5 (pers. comm. NT Gardeners). The layout of the eastern garden 
has been significantly altered with a new north to south aligned boundary sub-
dividing it in to two, the eastern section being amalgamated with the former pond site. 
The eastern building has been demolished. 
 
4.2 Documentary Evidence From Speke Hall 
 
Although there was probably a kitchen garden at Speke Hall from its establishment in 
the 13th century, no documentary evidence for the medieval gardens is known to 
survive.   
 
Donovan et al (2010) found only limited references to gardens in the estate archives. 
A hint at the location of the kitchen garden in the 17th century is provided in a 
reference to ‘…the chamber next the newe bridge where the gardiners lye’ in the 
1624 Norris inventory. This is generally regarded as equating to the bridge over the 
moat to the east of the Hall and could suggest that the kitchen gardens lay on that 
side of the estate.  ‘Gardiner’s (sic) tools’ including spades, rakes, shears, billhooks, 
knives, mattocks, weeding irons, a grafting saw, three wheel barrows, two 
handbarrows, two wattering (sic) pannes and two mole traps are mentioned in an 
inventory of 1624 (Saxton 1946, cited in Nicholson 1980, 16).   
 
The Wiswall accounts for 1710 to 1717 make periodic references to payments for 
weeding, cultivation of potatoes, cabbages, ‘winter colly flower’ (cauliflower), ‘sparrow 
grass’ (asparagus), strawberries, peaches and cherries.  An entry of April 3 1712 
refers to a payment to the ‘Joyners for making frames for Gardiners Hott bedd 
glassess’ (Nicholson 1980a, 16).   
 
Plans were made, but never executed for a substantial scheme to establish a kitchen 
garden and a fruit garden, including the erection of a conservatory and various glass 
houses including a peach house.  This was to be in the area east of the kitchen 
courtyard.  Seven plans and drawings were drawn up by Charles Allen & Co., 
Horticultural Builders of Holmes Chapel, described as “Proposed design of kitchen 
garden, greenhouses etc. at Speke Hall” but were never executed.  Sadly, these 
drawings appear to have been lost since they were examined in the 1980s (Donovan 
etal 2010; Tibbles 1982).   
 
The wages book for the period 1878-1883 listed three gardeners employed full time 
as did the book of congratulatory messages presented to Miss Watt for her birthday 
by the estate workers in 1878 (Donovan etal 2010).  However, it is likely that these 
members of the estate staff devoted much of their time to caring for the ornamental 
gardens around the Hall.  Otherwise little useful detail directly relevant to the gardens 
appears to survive. 
 
Late 19th century accounts suggest that a glasshouse was a feature of the Kitchen 
Garden and with the evidence from the 1893 OS map (see below) suggests that the 
present site was used.    Donovan et al (2010) discussed the site with Tom 
Whatmore, a National Trust volunteer who had worked in the garden in the 1920s as 
a boy.  A sketch plan by Tom Whatmore (2009) of the Home Farm area shows the 
Kitchen Garden to the immediate east of Home Farm which suggests that the site 
was either moved there in the early 20th century or that two areas were used for the 
production of vegetables.  
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4.3 Previous Fieldwork 
 
A single test-pit was excavated in 1987 in the gardeners’ compound on the site of the 
vehicle inspection pit (Davey & Speakman 1988-9) and found evidence of a north to 
south aligned garden path constructed in gravel over cinders with a brick lining, 
possibly that shown on the 1st Edition 25 inch map of 1893 (Fig. 8) . Top-soil was 
0.6-0.4 m in depth and at the base of the profile there was evidence of a post-hole 
and sandstone blocks which possibly represented ‘… an earlier phase of building 
nearby’ though there was no other indication of its function or date. Two further 
trenches to the south-east and east were ‘disturbed by the construction of a garden 
wall’.  However, no location plan is given for these trenches and the features 
described are difficult to relate to anything shown on the available map evidence. 
Most of the finds were 19th or 20th century in date, though two sherds of 17th 
century pottery were present, all from top soil deposits. 
 
5. Results of the Excavation 
 
The deposits are described in stratigraphic sequence, beginning with the earliest in 
each trench. 
 
5.1 Trench I 
 
This was excavated to a depth of c. 1.2 m (Plates 2 and 3, Fig. 15) when excavation 
was terminated because of concerns over the depth of the trench in relation to its 
width and the seepage of water from the base of the trench edges.   
 
Boulder Clay was exposed at the southern and northern end of the trench and it is 
possible that the ditches excavated in Trenches II and V (see below) were present, 
though this was not proven by excavation. Sub-soil, a black to very dark grey soft 
humic silty sand (context 2) with occasional fragments of coal and charcoal was still 
present at the base of the trench when excavation was ceased.  Context 2 was at 
least 0.8 m thick (Plate 2). 
 
Top-soil, which was c. 0.5 m thick graded into the sub-soil.  A 100 mm thick and c. 
0.8 m wide lens of loosely compacted gravel (context 9) appeared to sit within top-
soil at the southern end of the trench may have been part of the path depicted on the 
1893 OS map but was very poorly defined with none of the brick edging seen in 
Trench IV or in the 1987 excavation and is perhaps more likely to relate to modern 
activity. 
 
5.2 Trench II 
 
The earliest features in this trench are assumed to be two east-west aligned cuts at 
the southern end of the trench (contexts 4 and 5) which are interpreted as ditches 
(Fig. 16, Plates 4 and 5).  Both were sealed by sub-soil (context 3) and were filled 
with material identical to context 3, consequently no stratigraphic relationship 
between them could be determined. Both cuts (Contexts 4 & 5) had asymmetric 
profiles, with a gentle slope to the north and a more steeply sloping southern side. 
Both were c. 1 m wide and 0.40-0.35 m deep though these measurements were 
difficult to determine accurately as the break of slope at the top of each was gradual.   
 
Context 6 was a thick lens of mixed humic sandy silty loam and clay 0.35 m in depth, 
deepening to 0.70 m in the north-eastern corner of the trench. It was a mottled grey 
to black and reddish brown colour and contained up to 5% brick fragments, mainly 
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half-bricks or fragments c. 200 mm across, and a single complete hand-made 
‘Cheshire Brick’.  This deposit also contained small fragments of sandstone roof tile, 
charcoal and coal. All of the brick was mis-fired, either under-fired or over-fired and 
badly distorted. The origin of this deposit is not clear, in section it appears to 
represent a slight bank to context 5, though the presence of the brick fragments 
suggests that it is more likely to be part of a deposit of building material made before 
the plot was used as a garden. 
 
Top soil was 0.45 m deep and graded into a sub-soil (context 3) which was c. 0.35 m 
thick and was identical in character to sub-soil in Trench I. 
 
5.3 Trench III 
 
Top soil was excavated to a depth of 0.25 m and sealed a sub-soil deposit (context 
7) of mid-grey soft silty sand which graded sharply into Boulder Clay  (Plates 6 and 7, 
Fig. 17). The sub-soil was 0.2 to 0.4 m deep increasing in depth to the south. The 
only cut feature was an east-west aligned land drain (Context 8) which was not 
recorded in detail (Plate 3). 
 
5.4 Trench IV 
 
The earliest feature in this trench is presumed to be a linear cut into natural (context 
22) at the northern end of the trench (Fig. 18, Plate 10). It was a filled with a material 
identical to the overlying sub-soil (context 21).  Only the southern side of the profile 
was present within the trench, the side sloped evenly at c. 40 degrees to a flat base. 
The only other feature present was an east-west aligned land-drain (context 19), 
probably a continuation of that in Trench III. 
 
Top soil was 0.30m deep and graded into sub-soil (context 20), a deposit of mid-grey 
soft silty sand which graded sharply into Boulder Clay.  Context 17 was a compacted 
gravel path edged to either side with hand-made ‘Cheshire Brick’ laid on edge 
(Contexts 18 and 23, Plate 8 and 9 and Fig. 18).  This feature appeared to sit within 
top-soil at a depth of c. 0.1 m below the present ground surface. Although it is 
possible that this is the same path depicted on the 1893 OS map, it was in use within 
living memory (pers. comm. National Trust gardeners) which might suggest that it is 
a 20th century  replacement of the original feature.    
 
5.5 Trench V 
 
The earliest features in this trench were two east-west aligned ditches, possibly 
continuations of the ditches excavated in Trench II.  The southern cut (context 12) 
was only partly located within the trench, though the fill (context 11) was identical to 
sub-soil (Fig. 19, Plates 11 and 12). 
 
The northern cut (context 16) had no stratigraphic relationship with context 12. It had 
a similar asymmetric profile to the ditches in Trench II with a gently sloping northern 
edge and a steeper southern side.  The lower fill (context 15) was a dark grey soft 
silty sand, similar to the sub-soil but containing c. 5% brick fragments unto 0.26 m 
across.  Most of the brick fragments were distorted and mis-fired and it is likely that 
this deposit represents the same phase of activity as that in Trench II. 
 
A compacted top soil c. 0.25 m thick was sealed by the gravel surface to the car 
park.  Top-soil graded into sub-soil (context 10) which was similar to that described in 
the previous trenches.  



124 Desk-Based Assessment and Archaeological Evaluation, Kitchen Garden, Speke Hall.

7

6. Finds (C. Ahmad & J. Speakman) 
 
Almost all of the finds were from top-soil or sub-soil, the only material from cut 
features consisted of brick and tile. Consequently only a summary description is 
given.  By far the majority of material recovered consisted of brick and stone tiles, 
along with pottery, window glass, clay tobacco pipe stems, drain pipe and an animal 
bone fragment.  Some of the brick was mis-fired and distorted. 
 
All trenches produced sherds of late 19th/20th century English China, also known as 
transfer-printed earthenware. Trench IV produced a rim sherd of pearlware from a 
plate with a blue shell-edge decoration probably dating to the early 19th century. 
 
There were also several sherds of late dark-glazed earthenwares in Trenches I, III 
and IV. This type of pottery is common on post-17th century sites and is not 
considered diagnostic of any particular activity, probably arriving in the garden as a 
result of the disposal of midden material.  
 
In context 1, Trench V a possible 16th century North West purple ware body sherd 
was recovered, along with a 17th century coarse dark-glazed earthenware rim (Plate 
13) and base bowl fragments. 
 
A possible 16th/17th century glazed roof tile finial was found within context 2, Trench 
I (Plate 14).  
 
7. Conclusions 
 
Although there is documentary evidence for garden activity at Speke Hall from the 
early 17th century, this largely consists of indirect evidence such as inventories of 
tools and plants.  Although there is some evidence that the Kitchen Garden was 
located to the east of the Hall, this relies largely upon the interpretation of the ‘newe 
bridge’ described in the 1624 Norris inventory as equating to the present east bridge.  
Whilst this is the most likely possibility it provides somewhat sparse evidence. 
 
The present site first appears as a defined plot on mapping from c. 1825, by 1844 it 
was sub-divided into two halves with separate tenancies. The plot is shown in its 
present form by 1845-8 and it is possible that this is when the kitchen garden was 
established on this site.  However, the earliest direct evidence for the location of the 
Kitchen Garden is the greenhouse shown on the 1893 OS map which also shows the 
paths round the garden.  Later mapping shows the addition of a second greenhouse 
and the alteration or extension of the original greenhouse in the 1950s, both had 
been demolished by the 1980s. 
 
Limited evidence for garden features was present in the excavation, the only deposits 
which could be directly related to the garden’s layout was the path in Trench IV and 
possibly Trench I.  However, no dating evidence was recovered for their construction 
and it is likely that such features were subject to continual repair and replacement.  
The land drains in Trenches III and IV probably relate to attempts to improve 
drainage in a part of the garden underlain by Boulder Clay.  The relatively great 
depth of top-soil and sub-soil in Trenches I, II and V is probably a consequence of 
the site’s use as a garden over a 100-200 year period and the digging in of imported 
material such as compost and manure.   
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The ditches in Trenches II, IV and V may be boundary ditches used to mark out the 
plot. However, they contained no datable material and it is conceivable that they pre-
date the plot’s use as a garden.  Significant quantities of mis-fired brick were present 
in the sub-soil in Trenches II and V which might suggest that this either waste from 
the production of bricks for the estate during the 18th or early 19th century or 
material from demolition.  The absence of mortar and the very badly distorted nature 
of some of the bricks might suggest the former. Brick making was one of many 
industrial processes conducted by the estate, an inventory of 1700 mentions a ‘brick 
kiln in the Hall Field’ which was located to the south-east of the present site 
(Archaeological Survey of Merseyside 1980, 41).  
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1845-8, published 1849. 
Fig. 7. Part of ‘Plan of the Manor of Speke’ 1869, by Thomas Shelmerdine 
Fig. 8. Part of the 25 in to 1 mile OS sheet 118.1, surveyed 1891, published 1893 
Fig. 9. Part of the 25 in to 1 mile OS sheet 118.1, published 1907. 
Fig.10. Part of the 25 in to 1 mile OS sheet 118.1, published 1927 
Fig. 11.  Part of the 1952 OS 1:2500 Survey. 
Fig. 12.   Part of the 1953 OS 1:2500 Survey. 
Fig. 13. Part of 1968-1974 OS 1:2500 Survey. 
Fig. 14. Plan of the Speke Hall estate in c. 1920-1930 (Whatmore 1930). 
Fig. 15. West facing section Trench I. Dashed lines denote edge uncertain. 
Fig.16. West facing section, Trench II. Dashed lines denote edge uncertain. 
Fig. 17. West facing section Trench III. Dashed lines denote edge uncertain. 
Fig. 18. West facing section Trench IV. Dashed lines denote edge uncertain. 
Fig. 19. West facing section, Trench V. Dashed lines denote edge uncertain. 
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Fig. 1. Site Location. Not to scale.Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright 2010. All rights reserved. Licence number 100020449.
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Fig. 2. Location of Trenches.
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Fig. 3. Part of Addison, T 1781 A Survey with Maps of the Lordship of Speke; 
Copy, Speke Archive. 
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Fig. 4. Part of Bennison’s Map of c. 1825. 
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Fig. 5. Part of the 1844 Speke Tithe Map. Tracing in MSMR. 
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Fig. 6. Part of the 1st Edition 6 in to 1 mile OS Survey Sheets 114 and 118, surveyed 
1845-8, published 1849. 
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Fig. 7. Part of ‘Plan of the Manor of Speke’ 1869, by Thomas Shelmerdine 
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Fig. 8. Part of the 25 in to 1 mile OS sheet 118.1, surveyed 1891, published 1893
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Fig. 9. Part of the 25 in to 1 mile OS sheet 118.1, published 1907.
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Fig.10. Part of the 25 in to 1 mile OS sheet 118.1, published 1927
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Fig. 11. Part of the 1952 OS 1:2500 Survey.
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Fig. 12. Part of the 1953 OS 1:2500 Survey.
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Fig. 13. Part of 1968-1974 OS 1:2500 Survey.
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Fig. 14. Plan of the Speke Hall estate in c. 1920-1930 (Whatmore 1930). 
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Fig. 15. West facing section Trench I. Dashed lines denote edge uncertain.
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Fig.16. West facing section, Trench II. Dashed lines denote edge uncertain.
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Fig. 17. West facing section Trench III. Dashed lines denote edge uncertain. 
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Fig. 18. West facing section Trench IV. Dashed lines denote edge uncertain.
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Fig. 19. West facing section, Trench V. Dashed lines denote edge uncertain.
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11. Plates 
 
Plate 1. Excavation of Trench II. 
Plate 2. Soil profile Trench I, view looking east. 
Plate 3. Trench I, view looking north-east at termination of excavation 
Plate 4.  Cuts 5 and 4 in base of Trench II. View looking south. 
Plate 5.  Cuts 5 and 4 in base of Trench II. View looking west. 
Plate 6. Trench III, view looking north. 
Plate 7. Trench III, view looking east showing soil profile. 
Plate 8. Section across path in Trench IV. View looking east.  
Plate 9. West facing section in Trench IV. View looking north- east.  
Plate 10. Section across cut 21, Trench IV, view looking east. 
Plate 11. Trench V, view looking south. 
Plate 12.  Trench V. View south end of west facing section looking east. 
Plate 13. 17th century coarse dark-glazed earthenware rim, context 1, Trench V 
Plate 14. A possible 16th/17th century glazed roof tile finial context 2, Trench I. 
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Plate 1. Excavation of Trench II. 
 

Plate 2. Soil profile Trench I, view looking east. 



124 Desk-Based Assessment and Archaeological Evaluation, Kitchen Garden, Speke Hall.

33 

 

Plate 3. Trench I, view looking north-east at termination of excavation 
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Plate 4.  Cuts 5 and 4 in base of Trench II. View looking south. 
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Plate 5.  Cuts 5 and 4 in base of Trench II. View looking west. 
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Plate 6. Trench III, view looking north. 
 



124 Desk-Based Assessment and Archaeological Evaluation, Kitchen Garden, Speke Hall.

37 

Plate 7. Trench III, view looking east showing soil profile. 
 

Plate 8. Section across path in Trench IV. View looking east.  
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Plate 9. West facing section in Trench IV. View looking north- east.  
 

Plate 10. Section across cut 21, Trench IV, view looking east. 
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Plate11. Trench V, view looking south. 
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Plate 12.  Trench V. View south end of west facing section looking east. 
 

Plate 13. 17th century coarse dark-glazed earthenware rim, context 1, Trench V 
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Plate 14. A possible 16th/17th century glazed roof tile finial context 2, Trench I.
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12.  Summary List of Contexts 
 
Context Site Area Description Rec By Date 

1 124 Top soil MA 28/09/2010

2 124 I Sub-soil MA 28/09/2010
3 124 II Sub-soil and fill of cuts 4 & 5 MA 28/09/2010
4 124 II Cut for ditch filled by 3 MA 28/09/2010
5 124 II Cut for ditch filled by 3 MA 28/09/2010
6 124 II Mixed clay/soil layer north end of trench MA 28/09/2010
7 124 III Sub-soil MA 28/09/2010
8 124 III 19/20th cent land drain MA 29/09/2010
9 124 I Gravel layer south end of trench, possible path MA 29/09/2010

10 124 V Sub-soil MA 29/09/2010
11 124 V Fill of cut 12 MA 30/10/2010
12 124 V Ditch(?) at south end of trench MA 30/10/2010
13 124 V Mottled yellow-brown clay filling cut 16 MA 30/10/2010
14 124 V Silty humic brown sand filling cut 16 MA 30/10/2010
15 124 V Bricks in cut 16 MA 30/10/2010
16 124 V Ditch filled by 13, 14, 15 MA 30/10/2010
17 124 IV Gravel path MA 30/10/2010
18 124 IV Brick edging to path 17 MA 30/10/2010
19 124 IV 19/20th cent land drain MA 01/10/2010
20 124 IV Sub-soil Trench IV MA 01/10/2010
21 124 IV Fill of cut 22 MA 01/10/2010
22 124 IV Ditch north end of trench MA 01/10/2010
23 124 IV Brick edging to path 17 MA 01/10/2010
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Appendix A: Project Design  
 

1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This document is a project design for a desk-based assessment and the excavation of 

archaeological test-pits on behalf of the National Trust (hereafter the Client) at the 
Kitchen Garden, Speke Hall, The Walk, Speke, Merseyside. The project is to be 
undertaken in advance of a program of restoration work within the garden.  

1.2 The desk-study and test pits described here will help to inform the design of the 
proposals, and establish the nature of archaeological deposits at the respective locations. 

 
2. The Site 

 
2.1 Speke Hall is situated on the north bank of the River Mersey in what are now the 

suburban fringes of Liverpool at National Grid Reference SJ41878257. The site is 
situated at a height of c. 12 m AOD in an area of gently sloping topography. 

2.2 The site lies at the core of the former township of Speke which formed part of the parish 
of Childwall. The hall and its grounds cover an area of approximately 100 ha, though this 
project is to be confined to the former kitchen gardens which lie c. 150m to the east of the 
hall and moated site which form the core of the complex. The hall, and parts of the 
present gardens, is a Scheduled Ancient Monument (SM13481) and Grade I Listed 
Building. The bridges to the north and east of the house are Grade II Listed. The North 
Lodge situated at the northern entrance to the estate was constructed in the late 19th 
century and is also Grade II Listed. Other buildings associated with the hall such as farm 
buildings and cottages had also been present within the grounds of the site before being 
demolished.  

2.3  The Kitchen Gardens lie c. 150 m to the east of the Hall and to the immediate south of 
the track leading east from ‘The Stables’ to the ‘Gardeners’ Cottages’. The plot measures 
c. 80 x 30 m. The site is presently occupied by a gardener’s compound at the western 
end, a central lawned area and a vegetable garden at the eastern end.  

2.4 Only the lawned central section of the former gardens is likely to be available for 
trenching. 

 
3. Solid and Drift Geology, and Soils 

 
3.1 The solid geology in this part of Merseyside consists of Permo-Triassic Pebble Beds 

overlain by deposits of glacial drift. 
3.2 The soils are podzols and gleys of the Sollom Association. 
 

4. Archaeological and Historical Background 
 
3.3 Speke Hall originated in the 13th century as a moated site although the earliest surviving 

documentary evidence for a building on the site dates from 1314. It is likely that there had 
been a hall since at least the 14th century in the form of a quadrangular manor house. 
The current building probably dates to between the late 15th - early 17th centuries when 
the hall was completely rebuilt. 



.

44 

3.4 A desk-based assessment of the archaeological potential of the area was carried out 
(Milln and Woodside 1996, 1-2) in 1996.  This discussed several pieces of fieldwork 
undertaken at Speke Hall since the 1970’s.  Most of these were concerned with recording 
standing structures, such as Home Farm (constructed in the late 19th century) and 
identifying the location of ancillary buildings associated with the hall.   

3.5 Several historic maps are available of the study area dating from the late 18th century 
onwards. The earliest is the Addison Estate map of 1781 which shows the hall prior to 
improvements made in the 19th century.  Later mapping allows the development of the 
estate through the 19th and 20th centuries to be traced in some detail and is 
supplemented by a wide range of documentary evidence. 

3.6 Most of the recent fieldwork in the area relates to the development of new visitor facilities, 
involving the conversion of Home Farm and the creation of a new car park and access 
road in 1996-2000 (Adams 2000, Archaeophysica 1999). The geophysical survey found 
limited evidence for occupation in one of the fields. However, the only deposits excavated 
were associated with two ditches which contained no directly datable material.  In the 
absence of any associated dateable material or distinctive features such as internal 
structures or gateways it is impossible to be certain of the function or date of these 
features.  However, map evidence suggests that they form part of either the Medieval or 
Post-Medieval management of the land around Speke Hall. 

3.7 A watching brief on ‘The Wilderness’, a section of the infilled moat, was undertaken as 
part of the same project.  This area is part of the Scheduled Ancient Monument.  The 
works on this part of the site were required for the insertion of new service ducts for 
phone, gas, foul and fresh water.  All of the deposits excavated from the moat were 
associated with late 20th century disturbance or the late 19th century filling of that section 
of the moat.  Two fragments of human cranium were found in the moat, these had almost 
certainly been disturbed from elsewhere during quarrying of material for filling the moat.  
The excavation of the trench for services extending from the moat to Home Farm was 
also monitored.  No archaeological deposits were encountered on that section. 

3.8 A watching brief was undertaken in 2008 during the excavation of cable trenches and 
camera tower bases for a new CCTV security system being installed in the grounds of the 
Hall (Ahmad & Adams 2008). 

3.9 The only significant features identified were two groups of foundations. The first consisted 
of a single north-west aligned foundation situated just north-west of the moat and 
constructed in squared red sandstone blocks.  Although the associated finds suggested a 
date in the 19th century, the wall is not depicted on the available contemporary mapping 
and its function remains uncertain. The other foundations were situated within the picnic 
area adjacent to the south-east corner of Home Farm and relate to sheds or similar 
structures shown on mapping from the late-19th century.  

3.10 Elsewhere the watching brief found little other evidence for archaeological deposits in 
the areas monitored. In most areas the deposits consisted of a thin layer of topsoil over 
geological deposits of sand and clay. Only four fragments of pottery were found at various 
locations around the hall. The earliest of these dated to the 17th/18th century but was 
recovered from the spoil heap in an unstratified context. The remaining sherds dated 
between the 18th– 20th centuries and were found along the western and northern side of 
the moat surrounding the Hall. 

3.11 The most recent fieldwork was undertaken part of an event for festival of British 
Archaeology fortnight 2009 (King 2009).  A series of trenches were excavated in the new 
orchard at Speke Hall. These aimed to locate the remains of the old Home Farm 
demolished in the late 1890s. A total of three trenches were excavated across the 
alignment of the three main wings of a range of buildings forming a U shape at the centre 
of the main farm complex.  

3.12 The northern trench (Trench 2) located a cobbled surface possibly overlaid in the 
north eastern corner by what is likely to be a gravel path or track with a stone edging. 
After demolition of the buildings the orchard area appears to have been ploughed as 
evidenced by plough marks in the soil immediately above the cobbled surface in Trench 
2.  In the same trench a now removed tree planted in the area had damaged the 
archaeological features in the immediate vicinity. 
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3.13 The southern trench (Trench 3) was much disturbed by a rotten tree bole but at the 
extreme southern edge a layer of clinker was encountered possibly the base of a 
Victorian floor. A sequence of dumps of demolition rubbish covered this surface. Modern 
20th century material was found throughout this demolition layer. 

3.14 The eastern trench (Trench 1) located a damaged crushed brick floor adjacent to a 
possible cobbled area. Part of a possible trench for a timber beam slot was revealed but 
not excavated. To the east of this was what appeared to be a buried ground surface. This 
was disturbed by what might be root action from the shrubs making up a hedge taken 
down fairly recently. A single post hole may be associated with the hedge or a currently 
unknown phase of archaeology. 

3.15 The excavation stopped at the level of first archaeology and features were not further 
excavated. Evidence for substantial walls was not encountered suggesting the walls may 
have consisted of timber framing and possible wattle. Lumps of clay mixed with other 
material were found in the eastern trench and interpreted as the remains of daub. 

3.16 The surfaces in each of the three trenches were buried under deep topsoil and 
subsoil mixed throughout with demolition material and pottery sherds all indicative of a 
late 18th century or 19th and 20th century dates. 

3.17 It is clear that substantial remains of the old Home Farm survive primarily as the floor 
surfaces of the last phase of the buildings. 

 
5. Legislation 

 
5.1 Although Speke Hall is a Scheduled Ancient Monument and Listed Building, the works 

described in this document are at a sufficient distance from the Scheduled Area to not 
require Scheduled Ancient Monument Consent.  

 
6. Aims and Objectives 

 
6.1 The aims of the desk-based assessment are to: 

• Assess the documentary evidence for the history of the Kitchen Garden, in particular 
its layout and the presence of structures.  

 
• To use this evidence to further refine the strategy for field evaluation laid out below, in 

particular the number and location of trenches. 
 
6.2 The aims of the evaluation are: 
 

• To provide information on the presence/absence, location and characteristics of 
archaeological remains at the site, in particular the Kitchen Garden. 

 
• To inform consideration of a program of restoration work in the garden.   

 
6.3 The specific objectives of the site works are: 
 

• To excavate and record archaeological test-pits within the boundaries of the Kitchen 
Garden. The precise number and location of these will be determined following 
completion of the desk-based assessment.  

 
• To recover all artefacts and, where necessary, palaeo-environmental samples from 

deposits of potential significance. 
 

• To analyse the site records, artefacts and ecofacts to produce a report on the 
archaeology of the site. 
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• To identify the significance of any archaeological remains to inform the restoration of 
the garden. 

 
• To submit an ordered archive to a suitable local repository. 

 
6.4 An archaeological field evaluation is not intended to reduce the requirement for additional 

archaeological survey (such as excavation and/or a watching brief). In this instance it may 
be seen as a guide to any requirement for contingent survey or, where at all possible, 
preservation of deposits and features. 

 

7. Desk-Based Assessment Methodology  
 
7.1 Extensive documentary survey has already been undertaken by NMLFAU and additional 

data has been gathered by students from Chester University under the supervision of Dr. 
Donna Jackson and Carolanne King and it is unlikely that further research will provide 
significant new evidence.   

7.2 Consequently the desk-study will be confined to a review of the evidence outlined above 
and the production of a report relevant to the specific history and development of the 
Kitchen Garden. 

7.3 This report will be used to determine the location and extent of the trenches excavated 
during the evaluation excavation. 

 
8. Desk-Based Assessment Reporting  

 
8.1 The report will contain the following: 
 

• A concise non-technical summary of the results. 
• A summary of the methodology 
• A location plan at an appropriate scale 
• Monochrome and colour photographs as appropriate 
• A summary description of artefacts and/or ecofacts as recovered 
• An interpretation of the results and their potential archaeological significance 
• Reproductions of historic maps and images 
• An update to the trial trenching methodology outlined in Section 10 including 

the location and number of trial trenches. 
 
8.2 NMLFAU will aim to present draft versions of reports within four weeks of appointment 

and briefing.  
8.3 The reports will be supplied as ‘hard copy’ and in electronic format (WORD, PDF, JPEG 

and AutoCAD files) in our usual format (samples available on request). 
 

9. Location of Evaluation and Timing of Works 
 
9.1 The trial trenching will be confined to the boundaries of the Kitchen Garden. The number 

and location of trenches will be determined by the results of the trial trenching.  
9.2 The trial trenching is currently scheduled to take place between 27 September and 1 

October 2010. 
 

10. Evaluation Methodology 
 
10.1 The methodology described below is submitted as a provisional statement and is 

subject to the results of the desk-based assessment. 
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10.2 All work will be carried out by appropriately qualified archaeologists in accordance 
with the Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Evaluations produced by the Institute 
of Field Archaeologists (2008) and with the IFA Code of Conduct. Provision will also be 
made for volunteer involvement in the project. Volunteers will principally be drawn from 
members of the Merseyside Archaeology Society. 

10.3 The site works are expected to take approximately five days to complete. 
10.4  NMLFAU will conform to the Client’s arrangements for notification of entering and 

leaving the site. If desired by the Client, organised tours of the works can be arranged for 
interested parties. 

10.5 The site grid for the survey will be tied in to OS datum. 
10.6 The size and location of trenches will be determined by the results of the desk-based 

assessment and in consultation with the client.  
10.7 Deposits relating to the gardens are likely to be shallow, fragile and difficult to identify. 

Consequently it is presently proposed that all excavation, including removal of 
overburden, will be by hand, and that no mechanical plant will be used. However, this 
strategy will be reviewed as the project progresses.  

10.8 All archaeological deposits/features identified will be hand excavated in an 
archaeologically controlled and stratigraphic manner sufficient to meet the aims and 
objectives of the investigation. 

10.9 Sufficient of the archaeological deposits/features will be examined to recover 
evidence of date, condition and function.   A minimum sample of 50% of archaeological 
features will be examined by excavation. Features such as post-holes, pits and slots will 
be half-sectioned and there will be excavation of segments across linear features such as 
ditches and gullies covering no less than 25% of the feature as exposed in the trench. 

10.10 Substantial structural features (e.g. brick or stone walls, floor surfaces) may be 
subject to preservation in situ subject to consultation with the client. 

10.11 All excavated deposits will be scanned with a metal detector operated by a suitably 
qualified operator. 

10.12 A full written, drawn and photographic record will be made of all archaeological 
features using NMLFAU’s system of proforma context sheets. Hand drawn plans and 
sections of features will be produced at an appropriate scale (normally 1:20 for plans and 
1:10 for sections). Drawings will include spot heights relative to Ordnance Datum in 
metres, correct to two decimal places.  Site drawings will be tied into Ordnance Survey 
mapping of the area using a total station. 

10.13 Digital and monochrome negative photographs will be taken at a minimum format of 
35mm as required. In addition to records of archaeological features, a number of general 
site photographs will also be taken to give an overview of the site and the scope of the 
works taking place. 

10.14 All non-modern artefacts will be retained.  If appropriate all ‘small finds’ will be 
recorded three dimensionally.  Bulk finds will be collected by context.  Finds will be 
treated in accordance with the English Heritage guidance document ‘A strategy for the 
care and investigation of finds’ (1995) and stored in controlled conditions where 
appropriate.  All artefacts will be retained, cleaned, labelled and stored as detailed in the 
guidelines of the IFA. Conservation, if required, will be undertaken by approved 
conservators. United Kingdom Institute for Conservation (UKIC) guidelines will apply 
(UKIC 1998). All ferrous objects and a selection of non-ferrous objects (including all 
coins) will be x-rayed. 

10.15 Should deposits with significant Palaeoenvironmental potential  (e.g. waterlogged 
deposits displaying good organic preservation and deeply stratified deposits) be 
encountered an appropriate soil sampling strategy will be implemented in accordance 
with Centre for Archaeology Guidelines (English Heritage 2002).  

10.16  These would comprise bulk sediment samples of up to 40 litres, to a maximum of six 
samples in the first instance. It is not anticipated that significant waterlogged deposits or 
deeply stratified remains will be encountered on this site, but if unexpected remains are 
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uncovered a detailed strategy for their sampling and recording will be arranged in 
consultation with the regional English Heritage Science advisor. 

10.17 The Client and the Development Control Archaeologist for Merseyside will be notified 
by NMLFAU immediately significant/extensive archaeology is uncovered by the 
evaluation.  

10.18 Should articulated human remains be discovered during the course of the 
excavations the remains will be covered and protected and left in situ in the first instance. 
The removal of human remains will only take place in accordance with the appropriate 
Home Office and Environmental Health regulations and the Burial Act 1857 and Disused 
Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act, 1981. 

10.19 All excavation will be undertaken with a view to avoid damaging any archaeological 
deposits or features, which appear worthy of preservation in situ or subject to the more 
detailed investigation. 

10.20 Any artefacts which are recovered that fall within the scope of the Treasure Act 1997 
will be reported to H. M. Coroner.  Where removal cannot take place on the same working 
day as discovery, suitable security will be taken to protect the finds from theft. 

10.21 All trenches will be back-filled with the material excavated by the client. 
10.22 The trenches will be secured as necessary behind heras fencing or other appropriate 

barriers.  
10.23 The safety of the excavations will be reviewed daily, and the methodology may be 

modified to ensure it is a safe place to work. 
10.24 It is presumed that temporary office, welfare and storage space will be available 

within the Hall. 
10.25 Any variations to the archaeological programme will only be undertaken after 

consultation with, and the approval of the Client. Any variations will be fully recorded and 
circulated to parties beforehand (unless health and safety requirements demand 
immediate variation). 

10.26 Staffing will consist of the following: 
 

Job Title Name Principal Duties 

Project Officer M. Adams Day-to-day decisions on excavation strategy and tactics. 
To make detailed records of work carried out during excavation 
following established procedures and systems. 
Site photography. 
Keeping timesheets, personnel records and records of 
expenditure. 
Preparation of site matrices and context groupings.  
Preparation of site archive. 
Preparation of final versions of digitised site plans and sections 
on AutoCAD. 
Production of reports. 
Liaison with English Heritage, County Archaeological Curator, 
client and specialists. 

Site Assistants x 1 TBC To carry out the day to day excavation of deposits under the 
supervision of the Project Officer. 
To carry out recording of finds as required. 
To produce accurate plans ands section drawings as required. 
To assist the Project Officer in recording as required. 
To assist in the supervision of volunteers. 
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Site photography. 

Finds Officer J. Speakman To provide assessment reports on Medieval and Post-Medieval 
ceramics. 

11. Evaluation Reporting 
 
11.1  According to standard procedure, excavation will be followed by a period of post-

excavation processing. This will involve the cataloguing and analysis of any finds, 
samples and the preparation of the archive for the site report and with the view to final 
deposition in the event of no further investigation being required. 

11.2 After the completion of the fieldwork a formal report will be prepared. The report will 
contain the following elements:- 

 
• A non-technical summary. 
 
• A table of contents. 

 
• An introduction with acknowledgements, including a list of all those involved in the 
project and the location and description of the evaluation area. 
 
• A statement of the project aims. 
 
• An account of the project methodology undertaken, with an assessment of the same. 
 
• A brief summary of the archaeological/historical background of the area, indicating 
past and present land use, accompanied by relevant maps. 
 
• The report will include clean copies (or extracts) of all useful historic maps and plans 

that show the area through time. 
 
• A description of the archaeological works, including any archaeologically significant 
features/deposits or potential features/deposits identified within the site. 
 
• A discussion of the location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance 
of any archaeological deposits/features uncovered. 
 
• Digital colour images of work in progress and significant features. 
 
• Plans and section drawings at appropriate scales. 
 
• Other maps, plans, drawings and photographs as appropriate. 
 
• A description and preliminary (assessment) analysis of the human skeletal material 
and potential for further analysis of the potential assemblages from additional 
mitigation work. 
 
• A description of the other finds and palaeoenvironmental samples collected including 
an exposition of the methodologies employed with a statement on the presence or 
absence of material and an assessment of preservation. An interpretation of the finds 
including reference to any unusual or important features of the assemblage will also be 
included. Specialist reports will be included of all important groups of finds, materials 
and samples as necessary. 
 
• An interpretation of the results with a statement of the significance of any identified 
archaeological features/sites. 
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• An identification of any implications for the proposed development arising from the 
work. 
 
• A bibliography of sources consulted. 
 
• An index to the project archive and a statement of its location/proposed repository. 

 
11.3 The report will be produced by M. Adams with a section on medieval and post-

medieval pottery by J. Speakman. Reports on other aspects of the archive will be 
produced by appropriately qualified specialists appointed as required.  

11.4 The report will include assessments of any artefacts and environmental samples 
collected during the site works. All artefacts considered vulnerable will be assessed by a 
specialist conservator with a view to identifying any long-term storage issues. 

11.5 A suitably qualified specialist palaeoenvironmental contractor (probably John Carrot 
of PRS) will be used to analyse any palaeoenvironmental samples considered of potential  
in accordance with industry standard procedures. 

11.6 NMLFAU will take into account any observations on the content of the draft report 
made by the Client before the final version is issued. 

11.7 Within four weeks of the end of on-site investigations the contractor will provide the 
products described below to the National Trust Archaeologist with five bound paper 
copies of the report.  

11.8 Four separate digital copies of the report and project archive of CDs will also be 
supplied.  The project archive will include ‘ready to print’ versions of the report as Word 
and PDF formats.  It should also contain individual PDF and JPEG versions of all figures 
and illustrations and JPEG copies of all photographs and plates.   

11.9 A bound copy of the report will be sent to the County Archaeologist/HER 
 

12. Publication 
 
12.1 The results of the archaeological work will be submitted to the Client, Merseyside 

Historic Environment Record, OASIS, the National Monument Record (Swindon) by 
NMLFAU and will ultimately be made available for public access.  

12.2 Provision will be made for the publication of the results in an appropriate 
archaeological journal, if of regional or national significance. This may incur additional 
costs.   

12.3 A summary of findings will be submitted to the regional Council for British 
Archaeology group, CBA North West (c/o Dr. M. Nevell, UMAU, University of Manchester, 
Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 9PL who will provide a pro-forma sheet). 

 

13. Archive Preparation and Deposition 
 
13.1 The archive of finds and records generated during the fieldwork will be kept secure at 

all stages of the project.  All records and materials produced will be quantified, ordered, 
indexed and internally consistent.   

13.2 NMLFAU shall, prior to the start of fieldwork, liaise with the appropriate museum to 
obtain agreement in principle to accept the archive for long term storage and curation. 
NMLFAU will be responsible for identifying any specific requirements or policies of the 
museum in respect of the archive and for adhering to those requirements. 

13.3 The archive will be deposited within six months of the completion of the site works, 
with the agreement of the Clients. 
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 14. Monitoring 
 
14.1 Project monitoring will be undertaken by the client, though the  Development Control 

Archaeologist for Merseyside should also be given the opportunity to visit and monitor the 
work in progress. 

 
15.  Copyright 

 
14.2 The National Trust will retain copyright over the resulting report and all associated 

archival material (including all digital maps and photographic material), and shall have 
absolute control over the use and dissemination of that information. National Museums 
Liverpool retain the right to be identified as the author/originator of the material. This 
applies to all archaeological aspects of the project. 

 
16.  Insurances and Health and Safety 

 
16.1 NMLFAU is covered by public and professional indemnity insurance. 
16.2 NMLFAU has its own Health and Safety policy compiled using national guidelines and 

which conform to all relevant Health and Safety legislation. A copy of the Health and 
Safety policy may be submitted to the client in advance of fieldwork. 

16.3 NMLFAU will undertake a risk assessment detailing project specific Health and Safety 
requirements.  

16.4 The risk assessment will be submitted to the client in advance of commencement of 
site work.  Health and Safety will take priority over archaeological issues. 

16.5 The following general comments apply. 
16.6 The Client will provide the archaeological contractor with any information available 

regarding hazardous contaminants present in the surface materials and sub-surface 
strata at the site. Appropriate measures will then be taken by the fieldwork contractor to 
ensure the health and safety of its staff who may come into contact with such 
contaminants. Measures may include on-site adaptation of the methodology. 

16.7 A plan of all services and hazards should be provided by the Client. Before any 
excavations are started, a scan using a Cable Avoidance Tool will be undertaken by the 
archaeologists on site, and anomalies clearly marked and their location indicated. There 
will be no excavation of live cables. 

16.8 All necessary protective clothing and equipment will be used. The archaeologists on 
site will wear hard hats, reflective jackets and protective footwear at all times 

16.9 No personnel are to work in deep unsupported excavations. Trench sides will be 
constantly assessed for stability and will have to be stepped, battered back or shored 
when there is risk of collapse. 

16.10 A First Aider, First-Aid kit and Accident Book will be on site at all times. 
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