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Non-Technical Summary 
 
This report describes the results of a programme of building recording and an archaeological watching 
brief at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Merseyside. The building recording was undertaken in advance 
of the conversion of the barn to housing. The watching brief was undertaken as a result of 
recommendations made in the report on the building recording and included provision for further 
examination of roof timbers inaccessible during the earlier survey. 
 
The building recording consisted of an initial documentary study followed by on site recording of the 
structure. The watching brief consisted of the monitoring of groundworks within and around the barn and 
was aimed at locating and recording evidence for structures pre-dating the barn. 
 
This report is an undated version of the original and includes the results of the watching brief. 
 
The documentary study found that the site is situated within an area with evidence for settlement from the 
Bronze Age onwards.  Although the date at which Carr House Farm was founded could not be 
established, there is documentary evidence for its existence prior to 1655 and it is likely to have been in 
existence by at least 1506. 
 
The barn was constructed in 1819 for the Willis family, then owners of Halsnead Park and Carr House 
Farm and is an example of a Georgian ‘Combination’ or ‘Lancashire’ barn of a type common throughout  
North-West England. However, there are a few deviations from the normal pattern, notably the use of a 
single threshing door. The latter was permitted by the introduction of mechanised threshing and 
winnowing in the late 18th century, though the driving force behind most of the modifications appears to 
have been the desire to provide a suitable approach to Halsnead Park which lies just to the east. In fact it 
is likely that the barn was designed with the Lodge which lies on the gate to the park. 
 
The barn contains fragments retrieved from earlier buildings, probably demolished to make way for the 
barn.  These include two datestones, one of 1506 and one of 1658. The initials on the earlier stone 
indicate that it relates to a building erected by George Pemberton who is mentioned in documentary 
sources in the late 15th and early 16th century and who was a younger son of the Pembertons, who then 
owned Halsnead. Unfortunately it is not possible to be sure of the nature of the building to which it was 
attached.  The initials on the 1658 datestone refer to Gerrard Potter, and his wife (possibly Ann). The 
Potters purchased the farm from the Pembertons in 1655, and appear to have undertaken a complete 
rebuilding of the farm, as the farmhouse was also rebuilt in 1660. Given that the farmhouse still stands it 
is likely that the datestone was inserted onto a barn or similar building.  However structural evidence 
shows that it is not in its original location and it is unlikely that the present barn retains any elements of 
the earlier building. 
 
Many of the roof timbers have been reused from an earlier building, again probably one of those 
demolished to make way for the new barn. Most were roof timbers, probably cut down from a slightly 
wider span.  Although difficult to date, most features would be consistent with either of the two 
datestones. 
 
Although the barn had been much altered internally, retaining few original features, it was considered that 
there was some potential for undisturbed archaeological deposits at the eastern and western ends of the 
interior and in external areas. 
 
Subsequent monitoring of groundworks in these areas during the watching brief found little evidence for in 
situ archaeological deposits.  However, some evidence for former internal walls was found within the 
central bay of the barn.  The majority of the finds consisted of late 19th and early 20th century ceramics, 
though a fragment of mid-17th century tobacco pipe bowl was found in the make-up for one of the floors 
inside the barn.
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Building Recording and an Archaeological  
Watching Brief at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston,  

Knowsley, Merseyside. 
 

1. Introduction 
 
National Museums Liverpool Field Archaeology Unit (NMLFAU) was commissioned by Sheila Berry  
to conduct a programme of archaeological building recording at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, 
Knowsley, Merseyside (Fig. 1). The aim was to provide a record of the building prior to its conversion to 
housing.  
 
Subsequently a watching brief was conducted for the client during groundworks within and around the 
barn. This work also included provision for the further recording of roof timbers in accessible during the 
building recording phase. 
 
This report is based upon the building recording report submitted in July 2008 (Adams 2008) and includes 
the results of the watching brief and additional building recording.   
 
2. Methodology 
 
The methodology is fully described in the Project Designs and Project Brief (Appendices C, D and E) and 
is summarised below.  
 
The first phase of the project consisted of a desk-based assessment principally aimed at the documentary 
history of Carr House Farm. However, account was taken of the archaeological and historical background 
of the wider study area. 
 
Fieldwork consisted of three visits to the structures on 29 May, 6 June and 27 June 2008 during which a 
photographic survey was undertaken. An outline total station survey, supplemented with taped 
measurements, was also undertaken to provide a wire-frame model in CAD which was used as the basis 
of rectified photography of key sections of the building. 
 
Some sections of the structure were not directly accessible for inspection at the time of the survey. These 
were principally the roof trusses and purlins in the central range which were set too high for direct access. 
These elements were re-examined during the watching brief following the insertion of new floor le The 
northern side of the east facing elevation was obscured by adjacent structures.  Any dimensions for these 
elements given in the text or on drawings are approximate. 
 
The watching brief was undertaken as a series of visits between 12 September 2008 to 9 December 
2008. 
 
Monitoring covered the excavation by mechanical plant of service trenches in the yard and the approach 
road, foundations for a new garage and reduction of floor level in room R2 were monitored (Fig. 19). Floor 
levels in rooms R1 and R3 were reduced by hand digging, this work was monitored on a periodic basis 
when it became evident that extensive deposits were not present. 
 
The archive and associated artefacts will be deposited at, and curated by, Liverpool Museum and a copy 
deposited at the National Monuments Record.  
 
3. The Archaeological and Historical Context 
 
3.1 Documentary Evidence 
 
Although North-West England was for many years perceived by archaeologists as being largely devoid of 
evidence for settlement for much of its past, recent fieldwork has shown that in many periods settlement 
was more extensive than had been realised. In the wider study area much of this evidence resulted from 
excavation conducted prior to the construction of the A5300 in the early 1990s (Cowell and Philpott 2000)
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which found evidence for Mesolithic, Bronze Age, Iron Age, Roman and medieval activity. This was 
recently supplemented by further excavation undertaken in advance of the construction of new slip roads 
to the M62/M57/A5080/A5300 roundabout (Cowell pers. comm.).  
 
The Mesolithic evidence largely consists of small scatters of flint tools and debitage found within topsoil 
and likely to represent small scale temporary hunting camps. However, recent excavation c. 1 km to the 
south-west of the farm found an in situ flint knapping site on the banks of a silted up stream channel 
(Cowell pers. comm.). Evidence for Neolithic and Bronze Age activity was largely confined to 
palaeoecological studies of pollen from brook sediments, though at Brunt Boggart c. 2 km to the south of 
the study area, Bronze Age pottery and timber was found, a very rare example of this date from North-
West England (Cowell and Philpott 2000).   
 
The most extensive evidence for settlement belonged to the Iron Age, Romano-British and medieval 
periods and consisted of enclosed and unenclosed farmsteads.  There was also evidence of a Roman 
legionary tile works at Ochre Brook c. 1 km to the south of the study area.  Although no direct evidence of 
the kilns was found large quantities of ‘wasters’ were found, some with tile stamps which could be dated 
to 167 AD. The more recent excavation found further deposits of tile though the kilns remain elusive. 
 
Later prehistoric and Romano-British settlement patterns of small scattered farmsteads persist in the 
region until well into the medieval period and this is largely reflected in the evidence from along the 
A5300.  Daggers Bridge Farm was excavated in advance of the construction of the A5300 and produced 
evidence of occupation from the 13th and 14th centuries, including a timber dated dendrochronologically 
to AD1235 (Cowell & Philpott 2000).  The more recent fieldwork found some evidence for a small hamlet 
or similar settlement along the former line of Windy Arbour Road and it is possible that Carr House Farm 
forms part of this group (R. Cowell pers. comm.). 
 
Historically Whiston appears to have been composed of three elements in the medieval period, Whiston, 
Halsnead and Ridgate.  The chief manor was at Whiston and settlement was centred around Whiston 
Cross and Whiston Smithies to the north of the study area.  The earliest documentary reference to 
Whiston is in a document of 1245 when it is spelt Quistan, though the current spelling occurs as early as 
1355. Whiston was probably one of two manors belonging to Robert Travers in a survey of 1212 and 
continued to be held by the Travers family until 1480 when it was sold to the Bold family who in turn sold 
it to the Ogles in 1600 (Farrer & Brownbill 1907, 348).   
 
The Travers family also held parts of Ridgate (Farrer & Brownbill 1907, 348) in the early 13th century. 
The status of Ridgate or Ruddegate, which probably included Windy Arbour, is uncertain. It may have 
been a separate manorial holding with lands in Tarbock as well as Whiston or simply a placename rather 
than an administrative unit (R. Cowell pers. comm.). There was clearly some confusion as to its status in 
the 16th century, as there was a dispute between John Travers and Richard Bold in 1583 as to whether it 
was a freehold or manorial holding (Farrer & Brownbill 1907, 348).  During recent work on the 
construction of new slip roads to the A5300 junction with the M62 stone foundations possibly relating to a 
leper hospital recorded in Ridgate in 1285 (Baines 1870, 251; ) and a large assemblage of medieval 
pottery was recovered (R. Cowell pers. comm.). 
 
Halsnead was probably a small hamlet within Whiston based around Halsnead Park which lies 
immediately east of Carr House Farm.  It is first mentioned in a document of 1246 when part of the estate 
was in the hands of the Derwent family (Farrer & Brownbill 1907, 349). In the later thirteenth century the 
Halsnead family appear to have been the principal landowners  before the estate passed to a branch of 
the Norryes family and hence to the Wetherbys by 1422 (ibid). Grants dating from 1333 onwards (Lancs. 
Rec. Off. DDWi) show parts of the estate as held by the Molyneux family of Wigan Woodhouse. Lands in 
Whiston were granted to Hugh Pemberton in 1404/5 and in 1490 Randle Culceth (and others) granted all 
the ‘manors messuages lands & co.’ to John Pemberton who then became one of the principal 
landowners in Halsnead (DDWi 6). The document also mentions John’s sons James, George, Thomas 
and Richard. The Ogle family acquired the lordship in the early seventeenth century (Farrer and Brownbill 
1907, 352), though the Pembertons continued to be landowners in Whiston until at least 1697 (Lancs. RO 
DDWi 24) and it has been possible to trace some elements of their decent. 
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The datestone of 1506 on Carr House Farm Barn (see below) suggests that the George Pemberton alive 
in 1502 occupied Carr House Farm from that date or earlier and later documents (see below) record that 
the farm was occupied by the George Pemberton alive from 1634 to c.1654. 
 
The manor of Halsnead ‘and other land and tenements in the town of Whiston’ was the subject of a plea 
submitted in 18 April 1502 (Fishwick 1897) in which James Pemberton alleged that Gefferey (sic) 
Molynex (sic) of Wigan had, with twenty four men forced him out of his home.  Pemberton called a 
number of witnesses who are listed in the plea as James Weddurbe (who lived ‘next to the said manor’), 
Richard Ellow (the town constable), Thomas Browne, George Smyth, Nicholas Wainewryght (of Tarbock, 
Robert Ellow), William Crokes, Roger Crokes and John Wynnyngton. Pemberton won his case and was 
reinstated in Halsnead. 
 
Halsnead Park, which forms the eastern boundary of Carr House Farm, was probably established in the 
mid-18th century (Cowell 2002, 161), though Harris (1955, 156) gives a date of 1684.  However, there 
appears to be little landscape evidence for the later date and 18th century deeds describe parts of the 
landscape in what later became the south-western corner of the park as fields.  Recent excavation of the 
park boundary just to the south of the study area showed that the park wall need be no earlier that late 
18th century at that point (R. Cowell pers. comm.). The park contained two manor houses, Halsnead Hall 
(renamed Red Hall sometime prior to 1802) and Old Halsnead Hall, which are frequently confused in 
documentary sources.   
 
The earliest specific mention of Halsnead Hall is in a deed of covenants dated 1585 and may actually 
relate to Old Halsnead Hall, though the present building has been dated to 1680 (OAN 2003). Red Hall, 
which was known as Halsnead Hall until the 19th century, was designed by Sir John Soane in 1789 and 
was a substantial rebuilding of an earlier structure.  Halsnead Park and the hall was purchased from the 
Ogles by Thomas Willis, a Liverpool Merchant, in 1684 (Farrer and Brownbill 1907, 352), and the Willis 
family continued to own the estate through out the 19th century.  They were sold in 1929 by Major 
Charles Rodolph D’Anyers Willis and the Hall demolished in 1932.  The site has since been built on. Old 
Halsnead Hall survives as a standing building. 
 
The area remained as a small hamlet until into the 20th century. 
 
The study area is underlain by Coal Measures under thick deposits of Glacial Drift (Boulder Clay) and 
consequently there is extensive evidence for coal mining from the area. This was discussed in a desk-
based assessment of the former Cronton Colliery site (OAN 2003) conducted in advance of its 
redevelopment which is the source of much of the evidence below. 
 
The Lancashire Coalfield covers an area of c. 550 square miles and was one of the principal factors of 
the development of the region during the Industrial Revolution.  Although there is evidence of Roman coal 
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extraction in the region (e.g. Cowell & Philpott 2000) its development began relatively late in comparison 
with coalfields elsewhere in the country, the earliest records of organised mining dating to 1521 when 
Lord Derby granted leases of mines in Whiston. 
 
Development continued through the 16th century as ships used the Mersey as a base from which to 
export coal to Ireland. In the period 1563-1599 c. 300 tons a year were sent from Liverpool, increasing to 
1200 tons in the period 1611-1621 and 4000 tons in 1640-46. This process continued through the 18th 
century, though the greatest period of expansion was in the period 1820-1930, by 1907 there were 230 
collieries producing 26 million tons of coal per year and employing 94300 men. The industry then went 
into a gradual decline as seams were exhausted and alternative fuels such as oil and gas came into use 
until the final closure of the last mines, such as Cronton, in the 1980s. 
 
In the study area there were mines at Carr Colliery which operated in the 1760s, Whiston Colliery which 
was worked from 1802 to 1890 and Halsnead Colliery which opened in 1802, though none of these lay 
within the bounds of the present farm. Cronton Colliery was opened in 1914, following the closure of 
Halsnead Colliery in 1913, and closed in 1984. 
 
3.2 Documents Relating Directly to Carr House Farm   
 
Although the site may be one of the properties mentioned above, the earliest specific mention of Carr 
House Farm is in an agreement of sale between George Pemberton of Halsnead and Gerard Potter of 
Wyndle dated 8 June 1655 (Lancs. Rec. Off. DDWi) in which Potter purchases the farm including ‘… the 
yoards about…. Carr Howse (sic),…late in the tenure/occupation of George Pemberton and his late father 
James Pemberton’.  However, it shows that the farm was in the possession of the Pembertons in the 
early seventeenth century, perhaps from the beginning of their association with Halsnead in the late 15th 
century and therefore formed part of the estates belonging to Halsnead Manor rather than Ridgate. 
 
Two sets of hearth tax returns are available for Whiston, dated 6 November 1662 and August 1663 
(Huyton Library copies). Gerard Potter, probably the purchaser of 1655, is mentioned in the return for 
August 1663 and his house is valued at two hearths which would be consistent with the present 
farmhouse. However, Gerard is not listed in the return for 6 November 1662 and it is likely that Carr 
House Farm was occupied by Garet Potter who also occupied a property rated at two hearths. The 
relationship between Garet and Gerard is uncertain, though it is possible that Garet is a mistranscription 
or variant spelling of Gerard. 
 
In addition to giving an indication of the size of the house it suggests that it was considered to be worth 
more than 20s annually (households below that level were exempt) and that Potter had an income of over 
£100 per annum. The Public Record Office at Kew holds numerous documents relating to the Hearth Tax 
in Whiston (Appendix A ) though these are unlikely to contribute further to an understanding of the barn 
and were not consulted. 
 
The next mention of the site is in a lease dated 2 February 1694 (Lancs. Rec. Off. DDWi Box 298). The 
lease, for £100, was to Gerrard (sic) Potter from Henry Ogle, his daughters Ann and Elizabeth and 
Thomas Ashurst and states that it was ‘… late in the holding of Chrisr Orme….’. The lease ran for 99 
years or ‘the lives of Anne (Gerrard Potter’s daughter) and Gerrard and Edd Potter, sos of David Potter of 
Windle yeo.’  
 
The farm is next mentioned in a release dated 27 March 1731 (Lancs. Rec. Off. DDWi Box A/2) which 
lists the occupant as Hannah Potter and George Potter.  Hannah Potter was the widow of Gerrard Potter 
who was the son of David Potter (deceased). It is not clear if David lived at Carr House, though the 
timescale makes it likely that he was the David Potter of Windle mentioned in 1694. 
 
A suggested reconstruction of the Potter family tree is given below. 
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There is then no record of the ownership or occupancy of the farm until the Tithe Map of 19 July 1840. 
The accompanying apportionment lists the owner as Richard Willis and the occupier as William Taylor. 
 
The house has been of interest to antiquarians and historians since the late 19th century.  A copy of a 
photograph held in the Merseyside HER (n.d. part of the Waite J.A. collection at Liverpool Record Office 
dated 1888-1921) shows the west facing elevation of the house which appears much as it does today. 
Unfortunately the barn is only just visible at an oblique angle on the extreme left of the view and all that is 
visible is the ivy clad south facing elevation. A short article in the St. Helens Reporter of 8 April 1961 
(copy in Merseyside HER) states that ‘a secret passage’ led to St. Michael’s House in Micklehead Green, 
Sutton 5 km to the east. This, and some of the other ‘facts’ in the article, are totally speculative. 
 
The first modern attempt at recording and interpreting the site was produced by W. Blinkhorn in 1974 
(copy of report in Merseyside HER) and concentrates principally on the farmhouse, which in summary is a 
17th century two storey red sandstone farmhouse with a later addition to the north. A blocked doorway 
carries the date 1660 with the initials G P A, a badly eroded block above may have carried a cameo or 
crest. Although many of the windows are mullioned most have been altered and some blocked.  At the 
front of the house was a stone line well 10 m deep. Internally the house had fourteen rooms and a cellar, 
though all had been extensively modernised and the original fireplace blocked. One room retained the 
original oak floor boards.  Some of the roof beams and timber framework to the walls was exposed, 
though treatment for termites had apparently necessitated the removal of most of the original wattle and 
daub infill. 
 
The barn is described by Blinkhorn as a large outbuilding, the single storey element is interpreted as an 
original 17th century element, possibly originally a house.  The then owners gave the date on the 
datestone on that element as 1606 with the same initials as the datestone on the house. The rest of the 
barn is dated from the datestone of 1819 and its interior is described as ‘….of common brick….. no upper 
floor.’ Though then a single space ‘animals had been kept in here, storage for fodder was on a wooden 
platform which formed a roof over the pens’.  
 
The Listed Building Description of Carrhouse Farmhouse dated 1977 (copy in Merseyside HER) appears 
to be a summary of Blinkhorn’s report.  
 
The Merseyside HER file on the site also contains a set of contact prints from black and white negatives 
taken in 1982 (R. Cowell pers. comm.). Most are of the farmhouse, though four are of the barns south 
and west facing elevations of the barn 
 
3.3 Historic Mapping 
 
The Merseyside HER holds copies of several 18th and 19th century maps of the area, though most cover 
only small sections of the township and do not include the study area. These are summarised in Table 1. 
 
Title Date Location and Reference 

of Original 
Description 

Plan Referred To No Date. 
19th 
century? 

Lancs. Record Office 
DDSc 

Shows the area around the railway to 
the north. A geological fault is shown so 
it probably relates to mining. 

A Mapp of Lands 
in Prescott and 

1743 Lancs. Record Office? Covers northern edge of township only. 
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Whiston 
Belonging to Mr. 
Bradshaw by 
Richard Edge 
Estate Map of Mr 
Thomas 
Athercroft  

1780 Lancs. Record Office Covers northern edge of township only. 

A Map and 
Survey of Land 
Lying in Whiston 
Belonging to 
James Gildart 
Esq 

10 Oct 1770 Lancs. Record Office Difficult to locate in the present 
landscape put probably in the South-
West of the township, a stream shown 
on one edge may be the township 
boundary. 

Estate Map of 
Thomas Seddon 

1805-6 Liverpool Record Office  
920 PLU23 

Shows the north-west of the Township. 

 
The earliest map to show the farm is William Yates’ ‘Map of Lancashire’ dated 1786 (Fig. 2) though this 
shows little detail beyond the location of the farm. G. Hennet’s ‘Map of the County Palatine of Lancaster’ 
dated 1830 (Fig. 3) appears to show the farm and barn with the cottage on Windy Arbour Lane to the 
south-west, though it is possible that the second structure is in fact the Lodge. 
 
The Whiston Tithe Map dated 1840 (Fig. 4) shows Carr House Farm set against the western boundary of 
Halsnead Park. The farmhouse is shown, as is the Lodge to the park, though the barn does not appear to 
be depicted. However, this is likely to be a transcription error as the apportionment lists outbuildings in 
addition to the house and the datestone of 1819 provides unequivocal evidence of the barn’s construction 
date. 
 
The earliest Ordnance Survey map of the site is the 1849 1st Edition 6 inch to the mile sheet 107 which 
was surveyed in 1845-7 (Fig. 5). This is the first map to show the barn, which appears in its present form. 
The site is approached via a track (still in use) from Windy Arbour Lane. The 1892 1st Edition 25 inch to 
the mile Ordnance Survey sheet 107.15 Surveyed 1891 (Fig 6.) shows the site in very much its present 
form, indeed the only significant changes to the site shown on later mapping are the addition of stable 
blocks to the north of the barn sometime after World War II.  In the wider context there have been 
significant changes to the alignment of Windy Arbour Lane since the construction of the M62/M57 
junction. 
 
4. Description of the Buildings 
 
Room numbers refer to the scheme given in Figs 13 and 14. 
 
4.1 The Exterior of the Building  
 
The site is approached from Windy Arbour Road to the west which historic mapping suggests has always 
been the principal approach to the site (Fig. 7, Plates 1 and 2). The farm complex consists of the 
farmhouse, to the south of the track, the barn and modern stables which lie to the north of the barn.  One 
of the former lodges to Halsnead Park lies immediately east of the site.  Although much altered and 
extended, the historic core of the Lodge shows a number of similarities with the barn, for example 
identical window mouldings, and is likely to have been constructed at the same time as part of 
improvements to the Halsnead estate.  
 
The barn consists of a single structure of three bays with gables to the east and west facing elevations.  It 
is aligned broadly east-west, parallel to the lane leading to the farm and situated to the north of the 
farmhouse.  The east, west and south facing elevations are constructed in coursed yellow Carboniferous 
Coal Measures Sandstone rubble probably from one of the small quarries shown within the Halsnead 
estate on the 1849 OS map (e.g. Site 9 Fig. 1; Fig. 5).  Detail such as window and door frames and 
quoins are in Triassic Red Sandstone ashlar, probably from the quarries at Woolton or Rainhill.  The north 
facing elevation is in handmade brick in English Garden Wall Bond throughout.  There are red sandstone 
and carboniferous sandstone quoins to the corners of elevations, except the north-eastern corner which is 
in brick and to the western bay which has quoins in Carboniferous Sandstone. This change in materials 
reflects the fact that the west, south and east facing elevations could be seen from the track which formed 



Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Merseyside.  Building Recording and Watching Brief. 

7 

one of the approaches to Halsnead Hall and the use of these relatively expensive materials on these 
elevations presumably resulted from the desire to enhance the approach to the Hall and provide a unified 
appearance with the Lodge. The single pitch roof is clad in Welsh slate with clay ridge tiles, though an 
internal inspection shows that this is laid on modern roofing felt over sawn softwood battens and is clearly 
therefore either a replacement or relaying of the original. All doors and window frames appear to be 20th 
century replacements of the originals.  
 
The western bay is a single storey with a gabled end to the west facing elevation, the central and 
southern bays are of two stories with a single storey byre attached to the southern bay. The external 
elevation of the central bay is also gabled. 
 
The west facing elevation of the western bay is unadorned apart from a date stone in soft yellow 
sandstone (Figs. 8 and 9, Plates 3 and 4).  This is badly eroded, though the text is just legible, reading 
‘G/C(?) P H 1506’.  The first floor gable of the west facing elevation to the central bay features seven 
ventilation slits laid out in three rows (Fig. 8, Plate 5). These have simple frames consisting of vertical 
slabs of yellow sandstone, some with lintels and sills in the same material.  The only other detail is a red 
sandstone block set in the centre of the elevation. Its relatively large size, different material and situation 
suggests that it may once have featured a date though this has now totally eroded away.    
 
Because of the barn’s proximity to the farmhouse it is difficult to get an overall view of the south facing 
elevation from anything other than an oblique viewpoint (Plate 6). It features a number of openings (Fig. 
10), including doors to the western, central and southern bays and windows at ground and first floor level. 
All of the doors are single openings, there is no counterpart to the large double door (D7) on the north 
facing elevation. On the western bay, Door D1 remains open and gives access to the western bay, it is 
flanked by two windows, W1 and W2 with red sandstone jambs and hood mouldings with chamfered 
detail (Plate 7) arranged symmetrically either side of D1.  The character of the masonry on this section is 
identical to that elsewhere on the barn which suggests that it was constructed at the same time and is not 
part of an earlier farmhouse as suggested by Blinkhorn (1974), despite the presence of the datestone 
which must therefore have been reused from an earlier building.  Doors D2 and D3 on the central and 
eastern bays are blocked but would have provided access to Rooms R2 and R3. All of the doors have red 
sandstone mouldings, the jambs are simple squared blocks, the hood mouldings have chamfered detail in 
the same style as the windows and are actually composites of a lintel with two end blocks. Door D2 is 
surmounted by a datestone with the initials RWC interspersed with the date 1819 (Plate 8). The lettering 
is cut in bas relief and set within a rectangular cartouche. At ground floor level all of the windows are 
simple rectangular openings with lintels/hood mouldings in an identical style to W1 and W2. At first floor 
level on the central bay there is single rectangular window W8 in the same style.  This is flanked by two 
circular windows, W7 and W9, with red sandstone ashlar frames of four elements which were probably 
intended as pitching bays to first floor hay lofts which have since been removed (Plate 9).  Most of the 
window openings are arranged symmetrically around the doors and with respect to each other.  This 
includes W6, which would have lit the single storey byre at the extreme east of the barn. This detail, 
together with evidence from the interior of the byre (see below) suggests that the byre was constructed 
with the barn. The only exception to this is circular opening W10 which is slightly off-set from ground floor 
window W5, probably because the upper floor at this point was not part of the original design of the barn. 
 
The central bay features a string course in yellow sandstone ashlar which continues into the southern 
bay.  At ground level the eastern bay is constructed using identical materials to the western and southern 
bays. However, above the sting course there is a subtle change in the nature of the stone work, the 
rubble blocks being slightly paler in colour, larger and squarer than those used else where (Plate 10).  
This is probably a consequence of the addition of the upper storey shortly after the barn was first 
constructed for which there is further evidence from the interior. The first floor circular window W10 is in 
an identical style to those on the central bay. 
 
There is further evidence for the rebuilding of the eastern bay on the north facing elevation where at the 
eastern end there is a butt join at first floor level between the red sandstone quoins of the former east 
facing first floor gable and brick work to the east (Fig. 11, Plates 11 and 12). Otherwise this elevation is 
relatively unadorned, all of the windows and doors have segmental arched heads, the only difference 
being that those on the western bay use headers, those on the central and eastern bays use upended 
stretchers, the difference probably being a consequence of the addition of the first floor to the eastern bay 
which would have required some remodelling at the former eaves level and hence of the window heads. 
Windows W11 and W12 have flagstone sills and some doors (D6, D8 and D10) have red sandstone 
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quoins, though the latter are not arranged to any particular pattern. Most openings have softwood frames, 
though all are in very poor condition, it is not clear if they are the originals or not.  The doors are in 
softwood and appear to be modern replacements. Door D10, which gives access to Room R5 of the 
eastern bay, is approached by an external steel staircase, which is presumably a modern replacement of 
the timber original. 
 
The full height double doorway D7 at the centre of the elevation has been blocked with breeze block and 
the eastern flanking buttress removed. The surviving western buttress has a sloping top which suggests 
that the roof originally extended over the door to form a small porch. However, there is an indication in the 
form of a roofing scar that the porch ran as far as the sandstone quoins to the east 
 
Elsewhere on the central bay there are ventilation holes constructed as simple slits in the brickwork 
capped by stretchers. All are now blocked. To the west of door D7 there are three rows of three 
ventilation holes and to the east there are two rows of three. It is possible that there was a third row at 
ground floor level which had been removed by a rectangular opening capped by an RSJ lintel which 
suggests that it dates to no earlier than c.1900 (Plate 12). This is now blocked in modern brick and its 
function could not be determined.  However, it may relate to agricultural machinery, possibly access for a 
belt drive.  The location of this feature coincides with what appears to be an infilled pit in the yard surface 
which measures c. 1.5 x 3 m in plan. The infill consists of large concrete blocks and is heavily overgrown.   
 
The external east facing elevation of the eastern bay is only visible at first floor level, the ground floor 
being masked by the single storey byre (Fig.12, Plate 13). It is principally in coursed yellow sandstone 
rubble, though its northern side is partly constructed in English Garden Wall bond.   The reason for this 
change of materials is not clear, structurally it does not make sense as a repair and it appears more likely 
to be part of the original form resulting from the addition of the upper floor. The eastern elevation of the 
byre is in randomly coursed yellow sandstone rubble and is bonded with the boundary wall to the north.  
There is some evidence of modern rebuilding at its southern end. 
 
4.2 The Interior  
 
Room numbers (R1, R2, R3 etc.) are located on Figs 13 and 14.  
 
All timber identifications are provisional. 
 
Room R1 occupies the western bay and the three external doors on the northern side suggest that it was 
originally intended as a cow barn or stables, though no evidence of this function survives internally. 
The floor in this room is in hand-made brick laid in a herring-bone pattern on a base of sand and soil.  
There is a significant drop of c. 0.5 m against door D1. According to the client this resulted from the 
deposition of material from room R2 when the floor in that area was lowered during its conversion to a 
squash court.  
 
The roof space in R1 is open to the common rafters which are in modern softwood and support modern 
roofing felt.  There is a single truss (T1) which supports two sets of through purlins (Plate 14).  The truss 
consists of a king post, tie beam, principal rafter and queen posts with the king post fixed to the tie beam 
by a large iron bolt. Most of these are in oak and the principal rafters exhibit extensive evidence of having 
being reused from an earlier structure, principally empty pegged mortice holes on the lower surface of the 
principal rafters and peg holes (for wattle panelling) on the underside of the tie beam (Plate 15). However, 
the king post may be in Baltic or Canadian pine and appears to have been new timber. The purlins are 
also in oak are trenched into the principal rafters and are very crudely worked, appearing to be simply 
squared off trunks or branches. Most surfaces were obscured by whitewash though adze marks were 
visible on the tie beam and principal rafters. Where accessible there was evidence of extensive 
penetration by beetle holes and decay around the full circumference which suggests that most of the 
sapwood remained on the purlins. This suggests the use of relatively young, poor quality timber. The 
trusses and purlins were re-examined during the watching brief following the removal of the slates, 
though no additional details were noted. 
 
Room R2, which occupies the central bay, has clearly been extensively altered in the last 30 years, the 
walls have all been rendered and painted to allow its conversion to a squash court, obscuring most 
surface detail. It was originally connected to Room R1 by two doors, D11 and D12, though D11 is now 
blocked. Doors D13 and D14 would have given access to Room R3 in the eastern bay. The floors are all 
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modern concrete, and changes in level confirm that the original floors have been reduced. The only 
significant features which survive in this area are the roof trusses (T2 and T3) and through purlins 
overlapping at the principal rafters.  These were not accessible for detailed inspection at the time of the 
original survey but showed clear signs of having being reused from an earlier structure or structures. The 
rafters, roofing felt and slates were probably replaced at the same time as those in R1. 
 
Both trusses and the purlins were examined in more detail during the watching brief, though unfortunately 
this was conducted following the replacement of the slates and the insertion of frames for stud walls, 
making it difficult to obtain meaningful photographic evidence and totally obscuring the east face of T3. 
However, it was possible to obtain drawings of both (Fig. 15).  
 
All elements of the trusses are in oak and consist of a tie beam, king post and queen posts in a similar 
style to T1 with an iron bolt fixing the king post to the tie-beam. Otherwise all joints used to connect the 
members of the frames appear to be pegged or unpegged mortice and tennon. All of the principal rafters 
have empty pegged mortice holes on the underside and were therefore reused from an earlier structure 
(Plate 16).  Those at the apex of T3 had been partly destroyed when the rafters were cut down for re-use, 
confirming that they were from a rafter which originally spanned a wider area. One of the purlins to this 
rafter also has a redundant pegged joint at its end (Plate 17) and during the watching brief further empty 
mortice holes were identified on other surfaces of the purlins (Plate 18). A feature on the upper surface of 
the northern principal rafter of T3 identified as a redundant mortice for a through purlin (Plate 19) on 
closer inspection turned out to be a trench for a halved joint cut at c. 45 degrees to the long axis and may 
originally have housed the terminal of a wind-brace (Plate 20), an interpretation consistent with the 
redundant mortices on the purlins. The original function of two drill holes on the underside of the southern 
principal rafter of T3 and the southern principal of T2 is unclear. However, the layout of the redundant 
features seems to suggest that at least some of these timbers originally formed part of a larger truss. 
Under the prevailing lighting conditions it was difficult to form an assessment of the nature of any tool 
marks, though marks from a pit saw appear to be present on the king post to T3 and very faint adze 
marks on the eastern face of T2’s tie-beam. 
 
Room R3 lies to the east of R2, they were originally connected by two doors (D13 and D14) which are 
now blocked.  These are only visible from R3, both have timber lintels but are only c. 1.5 m high which 
suggests that the floor level in this area has been raised (Fig. 16, Plate 21). This elevation also bears 
scars from the lower half of the former roof line, replaced when the upper storey was added. Door D3 on 
the north facing elevation (Fig. 17) is only 1.31 m high, compared with an external height of 1.88 m.  This 
provides further evidence for the floor level in this area having being raised. The other horizontal timber 
within this elevation is the lintel for blocked window W5 which is not otherwise visible. 
 
The present floor (Fig. 13, Plate 21) is in concrete and features raised platforms to either side of a central 
walkway from door D8.  On the platforms there are scars from former partition walls which suggest that 
this room was formerly in use as a stable or byre. It is likely that four slight timber posts in the centre of 
room also relate to the partioning of this space as they do not obviously support the ceiling. The ceiling is 
supported on three north south aligned timber joists.  These are whitewashed obscuring any surface 
detail, though there are some redundant mortice holes and trenches likely to relate to a former east-west 
aligned partition. 
 
Room R4 occupies the western end of the barn (Fig. 13) and is known as the ‘byre’. It has an irregular 
ground plan with the eastern wall being slightly curved internally as a result of incorporation of the 
boundary wall with Halsnead Park into the structure. Externally it was not clear whether the park wall or 
the barn was constructed first and it is perhaps likely that they were built together. This wall is also has a 
slight batter and has been repaired using concrete blocks. The floor is divided into two halves, on the 
southern side it is composed of brick laid on bed, the northern side is of modern concrete laid over 
waterworn cobbles which probably formed the original floor (Plate 22). The roof is supported by two side 
purlins and a ridge purlin with no truss and has been replaced on the northern side with steel sheet.  
 
Room R5 was created by the addition of the upper storey to the eastern bay above Room R3 and the 
apex of the former roof line can be picked out on the former east facing external gable to the central bay 
(Fig.16, Plate 23).  This also features a date stone of 1658 with the initials GAP (Fig. 18 and Plate 24) 
and eight ventilation slits arranged in a four rows in a pattern similar to that on the west facing elevation. 
The datestone is clearly reused from another building because although the upper section of the elevation 
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is in coursed rubble, the section below the former roof line is in 19th century brick. The other elevations 
are all in brick, the only feature being the blocked opening for window W10 on the north facing elevation. 
 
Truss T4 in room R5 (Plate 25) is in oak with tie beam, principal rafters supported by a king post and 
struts.  The king post is bolted to the tie beam and supports two struts to the principal rafters which 
support trenched through purlins.  The purlins are trenched into the mid-point of the principal rafters, 
though the timbers are modern replacements of the originals, probably inserted when the barn was 
reroofed. The tie-beam has adze marks on the vertical sides and saw marks on the base (Plate 26). The 
saw marks are irregular which shows that this timber was pit sawn. 
 
5. The Watching Brief 
 
5.1 The Yard  
 
Deposits in this area consisted of a c. 0.20-0.1 m thick layer of black clinker and ash laid as make-up for 
the flags which covered the yard. This sealed a cobbled yard composed of a mix of waterworn cobbles 
and setts laid directly over another deposit of black ash. Although the cobbles were never fully exposed it 
was evident that the surface had undergone several episodes of replacement and repair, there being 4-5 
different types of cobbled surface in the yard. The cobbles in the south-eastern corner of the yard were 
contiguous with those in room R4.   
 
Foundations for a garage were excavated in the north-west corner of the yard against the red sandstone 
wall which defined that side of the yard (Fig. 19). Despite the foundations of the wall being exposed, no 
evidence for its date was present.  A north-south aligned service trench c. 0.3 m wide was excavated 
across the centre of the yard and a setting for a septic tank in the north-east corner  (Fig. 19), no deposits 
other than those described above were present. 
 
5.2 The Approach Road 
 
A single service trench was excavated along the northern edge of the approach road (Fig. 19). Monitoring 
of this was abandoned when it became apparent that it followed existing services and that no 
archaeological deposits were present.  
 
5.3 Room R1 
 
The modern brick floor was laid over a c. 0.15 m thick deposit of ash and clinker containing a finds 
assemblage of 19th and early 20th century ceramics and metal fittings. The finds were examined and 
most were discarded on site apart from a representative sample.   
 
The cobbled floor was set c. 0.2 m above the level of the south door (D1), the difference in level being 
accommodated by two stone steps.The cobbles were laid over a layer of loose, black sand which in the 
south-west corner of the room overlay a deposit of cushed lime mortar and brick.  All of the associated 
finds were 19th century and it is possible that the cobble floor was not the original, a small area paved 
with unfrogged hand-made brick along the eastern edge of the room may have been the last survival of 
the original floor.  Underlying the cobbled surface was what appeared to be compacted Boulder Clay with 
brick and mortar trodden into the surface, possibly during construction of the barn.  No other 
archaeological deposits were present in this area. 
 
5.4 Room R2 
 
The original method statement did no specify monitoring of this area as it appeared from the building 
recording that there had already been a reduction in floor level likely to have destroyed any 
archaeological deposits.  However, as this work took place at the same time as that in Room 1 it was 
monitored as well. 
 
The modern concrete floor was c. 0.3 m thick and laid onto a deposit of black ash similar to that beneath 
the cobbles in Room 1. The ash had been deposited over Boulder Clay similar to that in Room 1 though 
there was evidence that in the centre of the room the Boulder Clay was redeposited as make-up for the 
original floor, as a 17th century tobacco pipe bowl was found stratified beneath it. 
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These deposits were stripped by mechanical excavator to reveal the foundations of three walls running 
north south across the room (Fig. 13).  The earliest of these was Context 4 which was set c. 1.5 m to the 
west of door D2. This was constructed using coursed squared sandstone rubble and was clearly part of 
the original barn as a fragment of 19th century stoneware was found securely stratified beneath it. It was 
bonded to the northern and southern walls of the barn.  The foundations of the southern wall of the barn 
were c. 0.2 m thicker to the west of context 4. The significance of this feature is unclear, but could 
suggest that context 4 was the original eastern end of the barn which was later extended to the east.  
However, there was no other evidence for this from the building which otherwise appears to have been 
constructed as a single phase and this wall was more likely to have been an internal partition within the 
barn. 
 
Stratified above context 4 and set slightly to its east was a red sandstone foundations (context 3) running 
north-south across the room to the west of doors D2 and D7  (Fig. 13).  This was bonded into the 
southern wall of the barn and was bedded onto Welsh slate set in redeposited Boulder Clay sealing 
context 3.  This, together with fragments of brick set within the wall, suggests that it was relatively late 
and it was not part of the original construction of the barn but a replacement of context 3.  A similar wall 
was present to the east but not recorded in detail. 
 
5.5. Room R3 
 
The concrete floor which formed the floor surface in this room was set over a 0.3-0.5 m thick deposit of of 
black ash and rubble with late 19th and early 20th century finds.  This overlay the original cobble floor. 
 
5.6. Room R4 
 
All of the deposits in this area were broadly similar in character to those observed elsewhere within the 
barn and were probably 19th century in date.  
 
6. The Finds 
 
The finds assemblage is summarised below. 
 
Finds 

Number Context SITE 
NOTES Material Type FORM Total 

Objects 
Weight 

(g) DATE_earliest DATE_latest 

1 4 Room 2 
Wall 

Pottery Stoneware Vessel 1 53.10 19th Century  

2 1 Room 1 Pottery Darkware Pancheon 1 271.90 19th Century  
3 1 Room 1 Pottery Darkware Storage 

vessel 
1 156.70 19th Century  

4 1 Room 1 Pottery Stoneware Marmalade 
jar 

1 30.60 19th Century  

5 1 Room 1 Pottery Earthenware Bowl 2 109.80 19th Century  
6 1 Room 1 Pottery Earthenware Jug 1 36.20 19th Century  
7 1 Room 1 Pottery Porcelain Small plate 1 50.70 19th Century  
8 1 Room 1 Pottery Earthenware Plate 1 9.70 19th Century  
9 1 Room 1 Pottery Earthenware Plate or 

bowl 
1 14.00 19th Century  

10 1 Room 1 Pottery Earthenware Possible 
chamber 
pot? 

1 28.80   

11 1 Room 1 Pottery Stoneware Jar sherds 3 304.30 19th Century  
12 1 Room 1 Pottery Earthenware Jar lid 1 114.30 19th Century  
13 1 Room 1 Pottery Stoneware Large 

vessel 
(possible a 

1 100.50 19th Century  
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Finds 
Number Context SITE 

NOTES Material Type FORM Total 
Objects 

Weight 
(g) DATE_earliest DATE_latest 

base?) 
14 1 Room 1 Pottery Darkware Pancheon 1 249.80   
15 1 Room 1 Glass Bottle glass Bottle 

sherds 
2 184.80 19th Century  

16 1 Room 1 Kiln 
Furniture 

Sagger Kiln 
furniture 

1 3500.00   

17 1 Room 1 Stone Sandstone Window 
sill? 

1 3000.00   

18 1 Room 1 Stone Sandstone Possible 
window 
frame 

0 4700.00   

19 US Room 2 Ceramic Pipe Pipe Bowl 0 8.20 1620 1650 
 
In general the assemblage is representative of domestic refuse occurring on rural sites of this type 
occupied in the 19th century. 
 
The fragment of sagger (Finds Number 16) probably relates to the pottery industry at Prescot and could 
have arrived on site with the ash which was widely used on the site as make-up for floor levels within and 
without the barn. 
 
Finds numbers 17 and 18 were fragments of masonry retrieved from the make-up to floors in Room 1. 
Number 17 is in carboniferous sandstone and in poor condition. However a section of moulding survives 
along one face and this retains traces of white lime plaster. Insufficient of the moulding survives to be 
certain of its function or date, but it is likely to be a part of the framing for a window or door.  
Number 18 is in red sandstone and is a short section of recessed moulding retaining a thin coat of lime 
wash, possibly from a door, window frame or hood moulding. Neither section is directly datable, though a 
range of c. 1400-1700 is possible for both items. 
 
The only other significant find is a clay tobacco pipe bowl found in the spoil in room R2. It is not stamped, 
though its form suggests a date in the range 1640-1660. 
 
6. Conclusions 
 
These conclusions represent an update of those in the original report. 
 
Superficially the building is of limited interest, and in general is in a poor condition, retaining few of its 
original features.  The threshing floors and haylofts have been removed from the central bay (Room R2) 
and all of the other rooms have been modified at some time. However detailed examination shows that it 
has a number of features which have wider implications for the archaeology of Carr House Farm.  
 
One curious detail of the site is its situation, immediately by one of the entrances to Halsnead Park, the 
Lodge c. 20 m east of the farmhouse would have been the residence of one of the gatekeepers to the 
park.  This situation squeezes Carr House Farm onto a narrow strip of land between the park and Windy 
Arbour Lane and would seem to suggest that the park boundary was either moved westwards or laid out 
after the establishment of Carr House Farm in the early 16th century. 
 
In terms of its design Carr House Farm Barn is an example of a Georgian ‘Combination’ or ‘Lancashire’ 
barn (Brunskill 1999, 111-114), a building type found on farms across Lancashire, Merseyside, and 
Cheshire. Some care was clearly taken with its design, the east, west and south facing elevations being 
designed to enhance the approach to Carr House Farm and the Halsnead Park Estate to the east. The 
best evidence for the date of its construction is the datestone above door D2 which dates it to 1819.  The 
initials RWC are of Richard Willis and his wife Catherine who owned the Halsnead estate from 1790 
to1837 (Farrer & Brownbill 1907, 352, Blinkhorn 1975).  
 
Lancashire Barns usually consist of a conventional hand flail threshing barn with an integrated cow house 
and loft. However, this example diverges from the normal pattern in that the cow-house (Room R1) is 
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entered from the side elevation, rather than three doors on a gable end. In addition there is only one large 
threshing door D7, it is common for barns of this date and earlier to have opposed threshing doors to 
allow chaff to be blown out during winnowing.  This was probably at least in part a result of architectural 
considerations which required that the elevation facing the approach to Halsnead Park be designed with a 
single small door to the barn. However, this approach was permitted by the introduction of machine 
threshing and winnowing in the late 18th century which meant that the through draft created by opposing 
threshing doors was no longer required (Brunskill 1999, 50-60).  
 
Given the date of construction the original threshing machine would have been horse powered, portable 
steam power not being generally introduced to agriculture until the 1850s (Fig. 20).  There is no obvious 
sign of an engine house, though room R3 was considered a possible location.  However, it is too narrow 
to have accommodated the normal track of a horse engine, and it is likely that the arrangements for the 
engine were external to the barn.  The blocked rectangular opening on the northern elevation may have 
been created to allow access for a belt driven steam powered threshing machine after the 1850s, 
probably during the early 20th century given the use of an RSJ for the lintel. 
 
The two datestones of 1506 and 1658 are clearly reused from earlier buildings, possibly those from which 
at least some of the roof timbers were derived. Blinkhorn (1974) was misled by the earlier datestone into 
believing that the northern bay was 16th or 17th century when it is in fact part of the 19th century building.  
This interpretation is based upon the fact that the brickwork on the north facing elevation is contiguous 
with that on the central bay and that details such as mouldings to door and window frames on the south 
facing elevation are consistent with those elsewhere on the building, with no evidence for them being 
insertions to an earlier structure.  Furthermore, the coursing and bonding of the masonry on the western 
bay is identical to that elsewhere on the building. The datestone of 1658 must be reused from an earlier 
building because it is set within masonry constructed over 19th century brickwork. The significance of 
these features is discussed further below. 
 
The upper storey of the eastern bay is in a very similar style to the rest of the building and from an 
external view of the south facing elevation could be of the same phase as the rest of the barn.  However, 
the red sandstone quoins at part way along the north facing elevation lie immediately adjacent to those on 
the south facing elevation and show that this was originally an external corner. In addition the scar of the 
original roofline is visible on the internal east facing elevation of the wall between rooms R3 and R5 as a 
junction between brick and stonework. Consequently the first floor is a later addition, but given that the 
style of the new masonry is so similar to the original 1819 build it is likely that this addition was made 
relatively quickly, perhaps within 20 years. This is because the masonry in that section of the elevation 
and window W10 is very similar in character to that elsewhere in the building. The masonry of the eastern 
byre (Room R4) is contiguous with that to the east which shows that this was built with the rest of the 
barn.  
 
Trusses T1, T2, T3, possibly parts of T4 and the purlins used to construct the roofs of the central and 
western bays were formed with timbers reused from an earlier building, though the use of iron bolts to 
secure the kingposts against lifting only appears in vernacular buildings from the 19th century (Brunskill 
1985, 64) and suggests extensive modification of the trusses.  The evidence for reuse consists of a 
number of redundant mortice holes and other joints, the layout of some joints suggests that the principal 
rafters originally formed part of wider roof trusses and were adapted to fit the new barn, which was 
probably narrower than the structure from which they were taken.  
 
Much of the carpentry is rather crude, the purlins in particular are very crudely worked and finished, and 
some timbers have shakes, which suggests the use of green timber, a characteristic of medieval and 
early post-medieval carpentry. Trenches on the upper surface of T3 and motices on the purlins may have 
originally housed windbraces which would further suggest a medieval date for the timbers, a date 
supported by traces of adze marks on the surfaces TrussesT1, T2 and T4 and marks from a pit saw on 
T4 and T3.  The use of trenched through purlins, a carpentry technique outmoded by the post-medieval 
period (Brunskill, 1978, 82) suggests despite having been cut down they retain much of their original 
form. The roof structure at Tarbock Hall barn is very similar but has yet to be recorded in detail (R. Cowell 
pers. comm.) but is also believed to be late medieval or early post-medieaval.  Assigning a date to such 
timbers is difficult, but there is nothing which need be inconsistent with the datestones of 1506 and 1658 
which suggests that the timbers and datestones may have derived from the same building or buildings. A 
similar date and interepretation may be applied to the two fragments of masonry recovered during the 
watching brief. 
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The datestone on the west facing gable is badly eroded and virtually illegible. However, three letters G or 
C, P and H, with the P set centrally above the others, and all set within a recessed triangle can be made 
out.  Set below is a date within a recessed rectangular cartouche which reads either 1506 or 1606. 
Unfortunately the second number is the most badly eroded, though the use of a horizontal bar for the 
upper element, in contrast to a sloping bar on the final 6, suggests that the earlier date is more likely. To a 
certain degree this is supported by the documentary evidence, James Pemberton held Halsnead in 1502 
and it is possible that Carr House Farm was one of the ‘…other … tenements…’ mentioned in the plea of 
that date. However, the initials do not tally with James Pemberton or with any of the witnesses named on 
the plea of 1502.  George Pemberton is mentioned in the grant of the manor from Randle Culcheth to 
John Pemberton dated May 1490 (DDWi 6). George is listed as one of John’s sons, probably the second 
because he is listed after James, and it is likely that he is the ‘G P’ on this datestone, the ‘H’ being his 
wife. This is perhaps consistent with Carr House being the residence of a second son. The sale of 1655 
confirms that at least some of the Pembertons lived at Carr House Farm.  
 
The second datestone is in a much better condition and carries the date 1658 below the initials G A P, the 
G P must relate to the Gerard Potter who purchased the farm in 1655. The A presumably refers to his 
wife, possibly Ann as this name was given to his eldest daughter who is mentioned in the lease of 1694 (it 
was common practise in the 17th century for eldest children to be given the same Christian name as a 
parent). 
 
Although clearly not in situ these datestones provide an interesting insight into the history of the farm. If 
the correlations with the documentary evidence given above are correct it is possible that the datestone of 
1506 relates to the establishment of Carr House Farm by George Pemberton and was part of the house 
constructed by Pemberton.  There is also a remarkable fit between the 1658 datestone, the datestone of 
1660 on the house and the sale of Carr House to the Potters in 1655 and it is likely that the former relates 
to a structure constructed by Gerard Potter, possibly a barn replaced by the present structure.  
 
The watching brief conducted found no direct evidence for earlier structures on the site, though the 
fragment of 17th century tobacco pipe bowl is consistent with the date stone at the east end of the 
building and the known site history.  The north south aligned walls across Room R2 were an unexpected 
discovery and suggest that that part of the building was originally divided into three bays, probably as part 
of the original construction. 
 
7. Recommendations for Further Mitigation 
 
No further mitigation is required. 
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9. Figures 
 

 
 
Fig. 1. Location of sites discussed in the text and in the Gazetteer. Not to scale. 
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Fig. 2. Part of William Yates’ ‘Map of Lancashire’, 1786. Not to scale. Carr House Farm is highlighted in 
red.  
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Fig. 3.  Part of G. Hennet’s ‘Map of the County Palatine of Lancaster’ published 1830, surveyed 1828-9. 
Carr House Farm is highlighted in red. 
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Fig. 4. Part of Whiston Tithe Map 1840. Cowell (2002). 
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Fig. 5. Part of the 1849 1st Edition 6 inch to the mile Ordnance Survey sheet 107. Surveyed 1845-7. Not 
to scale. 
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Fig. 6. Part of the 1892 1st Edition 25 inch to the mile Ordnance Survey sheet 107.15. Surveyed 1891. 
Not to scale. 
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Fig. 7. Site layout, the barn is highlighted in black. 



Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Merseyside.  Building Recording and Watching Brief. 

22 

 
 
Fig. 8. West facing elevation. Blocked openings are stippled. 
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Fig. 9. Detail of datestone on west facing elevation.
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Fig. 10. South facing elevation.  Blocked openings are stippled. 
 

 
Fig. 11. North facing elevation.  Blocked openings are stippled. The hatched area is a cross section across the boundary wall with Halsnead Park. 
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Fig 12. East facing elevation. 
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Fig. 13. Ground floor plan. 
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Fig. 14. First floor plan. 
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Fig. 15. Trusses T2 and T3. 
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Fig. 16. Internal east facing elevation as seen from rooms R3 and R5. Blocked openings are stippled. 
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Fig. 17. Internal north facing elevation, room R3. 
 

 
Fig. 18. Room R5, east facing elevation. Detail of datestone. 
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Fig. 19. Location of watching brief trenches. 
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Fig. 20. Powered threshing machines in use (From 
http://www.fatfreedesign.co.uk/test_folder/english_heritage/glossary_b.html).  
 

http://www.fatfreedesign.co.uk/test_folder/english_heritage/glossary_b.html).
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10. Plates 
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Plate 1.  The approach to the farm. View looking east. 
 

 
 
Plate 2. The barn from the south-west. 
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Plate 3. Datestone on West facing gable. 
 

 
 
Plate 4. Datestone on West facing gable with contrast enhanced to highlight lettering. 
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Plate 5.  View of west facing elevation to central bay showing ventilation slits and possible datestone. View 
from west-south-west. 

 
 
Plate 6. View of south facing elevation from the eastern end of the track. View looking west-north-west. 
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Plate 7. Detail of south facing elevation to western bay showing door D1 and windows W1 and W2. View 
looking north. 
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Plate 8. Detail of south facing elevation to central bay showing door D2. View looking north. 
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Plate 9.  Detail of south facing elevation. View looking up to windows W7 and W8, south facing elevation, 
central bay.  View looking north-west. 
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Plate 10. Detail of south facing elevation to eastern bay change in masonry above string course. View 
looking north. 
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Plate 11. North facing elevation from the north-north-west. 
 

 
 
Plate 12. Detail of north facing elevation showing blocked door D7, scar of removed buttress, blocked 
opening with RSJ and butt join between quoins of central bay and brickwork of eastern bay. 
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Plate 13. East facing elevation. View looking west. 
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Plate 14. Room 1.  View looking west to roof truss T1. 
 

 
 
Plate 15. Room 1, Truss T1. Underside of principal rafter showing redundant mortice holes.  Peg holes are 
just visible on the underside of the tie-beam. Adze marks can be seen on the principal rafter. 
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Plate 16. Room R2, Truss T2 looking west. 
 

 
 
Plate 17. Room R2, Truss T2. Purlin, west side T2. Redundant trench and peg on purlin, vacant pegged 
mortice on underside of principal rafter. 
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Plate 18. Room R2, redundant mortice on upper surface of purlin. 
 

 
 
Plate. 19. Room R2, Truss T2. View looking east. There is a redundant trench for a through purlin on the 
right hand principal rafter. 
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Plate 20. Room R2, Truss T3. Detail of redundant a trench for a halved joint on the upper surface of northern 
principal rafter.  
 

 
 
Plate 21. Room R3. View looking west to blocked doors D13 and D14. 
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Plate 22. Room R4. View of floor looking south. 
 

 
Plate 23. Room R5, east facing elevation. View looking west showing datestone, ventilation slits and roof 
scar. 
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Plate 24.  Room R5, east facing elevation. Detail of datestone. 
 

 
 
Plate 25. Room R5, Truss T4. View looking east. 
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Plate 26. Room R5, Truss T4. View of underside of tie-beam showing saw marks.  Adze marks are visible on 
the vertical surface. 
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11. Gazetteer of Sites 
 
Site Number 1 
 
MSMR Number 4689-2 
Site Name Carr House Farm 
Administrative Area Whiston Township 
National Grid Reference SJ 4644 8980 
Site Type and Date Farm, Post-Medieval 
Description See main text 
Sources See main text 
 
 
Site Number 2 
 
MSMR Number 4689-13 & 4689-18 
Site Name Carr House Farm Barn 
Administrative Area Whiston Township 
National Grid Reference SJ  
Site Type and Date Barn, Industrial Revolution I 
Description See main text 
Sources See main text 
 
 
Site Number 3 
 
MSMR Number 4689-7 
Site Name Hollands House 
Administrative Area Whiston Township 
National Grid Reference SJ 4635 8985 
Site Type and Date House, Post-Medieval 
Description The first reference on the HER is to the 6in first edition OS map. However, a 
photograph shows a two storey red sandstone farmhouse which is superficially 19th century 
in date. However, there is some evidence for a demolished wing and it is possible that the 
building has earlier origins. 
Sources  
 
 
Site Number 4 
 
MSMR Number 4689-10 
Site Name Windy Harbour Farm 
Administrative Area Whiston Township 
National Grid Reference SJ 4636 8979 
Site Type and Date Farm, Industrial Revolution I 
Description Farm (Plot 562) shown on the Whiston Tithe Map dated 1840 (Lancs. Rec. Off 
DRL 1/85). 
Sources  
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Site Number 5 
 
MSMR Number 4689-11 
Site Name None 
Administrative Area Whiston Township 
National Grid Reference SJ 4631 8980 
Site Type and Date Cottage, Industrial Revolution I 
Description Cottage (Plot 576) shown on the Whiston Tithe Map dated 1840 (Lancs. Rec. Off 
DRL 1/85). 
Sources  
 
 
 
Site Number 6 
 
MSMR Number 4689-08 
Site Name None 
Administrative Area Whiston Township 
National Grid Reference SJ 4623 8972 
Site Type and Date House, Post-Medieval 
Description Plot of land shown on Molyneux Survey of Tarbock dated 1769 (Lancs. Rec. Off 
DDM 14/53). The plot is number 25 and described as a ‘messuage, outbuildings, garden and 
croft’ occupied by Enoch Bale of Whiston.  
Sources  
 
 
Site Number 7 
 
MSMR Number 4690-14 
Site Name Halsnead Colliery 
Administrative Area Whiston Township 
National Grid Reference SJ 4656 9009 
Site Type and Date Coal Mine, Industrial Revolution I 
Description Listed on Tithe map as Coal Pit Hey, the colliery opened in 1802 and closed in 
1913. 
Sources  
 
 
Site Number 8 
 
MSMR Number 4690-19 
Site Name None 
Administrative Area Whiston Township 
National Grid Reference SJ 4697 9003 
Site Type and Date Boundary Bank, Medieval? 
Description  
Sources  
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Site Number 9 
 
MSMR Number None 
Site Name None 
Administrative Area Whiston Township 
National Grid Reference SJ 4670 8960 
Site Type and Date Stone Quarry, Industrial Revolution I 
Description ‘The Old Delph (Sandstone) shown on OS 6in 1st Edition Sheet 107 
Sources  
 
 
Site Number 10 
 
MSMR Number 4690-20 
Site Name  
Administrative Area Whiston Township 
National Grid Reference SJ 4623 9022 to SJ 4700 8910 
Site Type and Date Colliery Railway, Interwar 
Description Halsnead Colliery Railway first shown on 1927 OS sheet 107. 
Sources  
 
 
 
Site Number 11 
 
MSMR Number 4689-5 
Site Name Halsnead Hall/Red Hall  
Administrative Area Whiston Township 
National Grid Reference SJ 4727 8999 
Site Type and Date Manor House, Post-Medieval 
 
Description See main text 
Sources  
 
 
Site Number 12 
 
MSMR Number 4689- 
Site Name Old Halsnead 
Administrative Area Whiston Township 
National Grid Reference SJ  4749 8955 
Site Type and Date Manor House, Post-Medieval 
Description See main text. 
Sources  
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Appendix A: Documents Located But Not Consulted 
 
Warrington Library Museum and Archives  
 
BEAMONT MSS Deeds File ref.  MS 655 - date: 1551, George Pemberton of Halsnead, gent 
 
Deed between George Pemberton of Halsnead, gent and John Pemberton, son of George Pemberton 
Grant from George Pemberton to John Pemberton of lands etc (specified) in Burtonwood dated 10 Oct 1551. 
Latin; Seal tag only 
Endorsed with delivery of seisin; Witnesses: Henry Holland, Richard Eltonhed, Richard Eltonhed, jun, Bryan 
Parre, Richard Ackers 
 
Lancashire Record Office 
 
 
DDWw (Msrs Withem, Weld and Co.  Miscellaneous Whiston Deeds) 
 
DDWi (Willis of Haslnead) Titles to farms and plans dated 1845-85. Plan and Survey of Estate dated 1770. 
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Hearth Tax Documents in the Public Record Office Kew 
 
 
E179/132/352 This Lancashire document is an assessment of variations between the Hearth Tax collection due at Michaelmas 

1664 and that due at Michaelmas 1665 throughout the whole county. Each membrane is divided into columns 
recording (from left to right) the charge levied in Michaelmas 1664; the settlement name; the levy at Michaelmas 
1665; the decrease and/or increase; the names of individuals; and the manner by which the assessment increased 
or decreased. The duty for Michaelmas 1665 had already been collected when this document was drawn up, so it 
must be dated later than that collection.  

PRO E179/132/364   This piece comprises five communal assessments recording the contributions of the various townships of Lancashire 
towards the Royal Aid of £2,477,500 granted to Charles II in 1665. Each assessment records the monthly sum 
required from places within that particular hundred, sums which were calculated by the commissioners at a 
meeting held at Preston on 10 March 1665. All assessments relate to the first quarterly payment (due on 1 May 
1666), with the exception of Salford hundred (fol 5), which relates to the second quarterly payment, due on 1 
August 1666. The first document is made of parchment, while the other four are written on paper.  

Only the third and fourth folios are dated, fol 3 on 14 March 1665 (certified on 10 July 1665), fol 4 on 24 March 
1665. M 1 and fol 2 were presumably compiled around the same time, while fol 5, being for the second quarter, 
was probably produced slightly later.  

A note in the box states that further material from this piece, relating to the Lady Day 1663 collection of the Hearth 
Tax, was transferred to E 179/330/17 in September 1958. 

 
E179/250/11 Part 5 
of 7 

This piece comprises seven assessment rolls for the county of Lancashire relating to the Lady Day 1664 collection 
of the Hearth Tax granted to Charles II in 1662.  

Part 5 of this piece is explicitly an individual assessment for West Derby hundred for this Lady Day 1664 collection.  

The assessment records hearths chargeable and not chargeable within each township. The final rotulet is missing, 
and hence the date on which it was signed by the clerk and JPs is missing. However, presumably it was signed 
around the same time as the other documents within this piece, in April 1664.  

In 1958, C.A.F. Meekings added an editorial note to the front of this roll, stating that the document had been 
reordered following earlier confusion, and that the final rotulet is missing. According to his research in other 
contemporary documents, it once contained the end of the assessment for Great Crosby (52 chargeable), Little 
Crosby (54 chargeable, 6 not chargeable), Ince Blundell (58 chargeable), and Litherland (33 chargeable). 
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E179/250/11 Part 7 
of 7 

This piece comprises seven assessment rolls for the county of Lancashire relating to the Lady Day 1664 collection 
of the Hearth Tax granted to Charles II in 1662.  

Part 7 of this piece forms an assessment of hearths walled up within the various hundreds of Lancashire for this 
Lady Day 1664 collection.  

It is undated, but is likely to have been produced at the same time as the assessments of hearths charged within 
each hundred, now forming Parts 1-6.  

Most of the returns relate to Blackburn hundred, and there are no records for Amounderness or Salford hundreds. 
The first entry on rot 3d is explicitly 'Ashton', but comparison with E 179/250/11 Part 3 clearly shows that this is an 
error for Rishton. 

 
E179/250/5 This Lancashire piece comprises a large collection of documents relating to the administration of the free and 

voluntary present granted to Charles II in 1661.  

The piece comprises two large rolls, here numbered consecutively (rots 1-50 and rots 51-99), each of which is a 
composite roll compiled from various smaller assessments of one rotulet or more, all joined together at their heads. 
The first roll contains the assessments for West Derby, Blackburn, Leyland and Amounderness hundreds, and the 
second those for Lonsdale and Salford.  

Rot 1 sets out the totals contributed by each hundred, and gives the names of the receivers for Lancashire, 
Nicholas Bowden and Christopher Musgrave.  

The first section of assessment for West Derby hundred (rots 2-9) concerns payments received in December 1661, 
and was signed and sealed by the commissioners at Childwall on 10 April 1662. This portion of the assessment 
accounted for £108 13s of the total for the hundred. Rots 10-18 record payments received in October and 
November 1661 from the remainder of the hundred.  

The assessments for Blackburn were taken at Padiham on 1 and 31 October 1661. The payments of the 
commissioners were named first on rot 19. The total of £381 1s 8d is recorded on rot 28d, along with the 
signatures of commissioners.  

Rot 29 records that the assessments for Leyland hundred were taken at Leyland and Rufford on 31 Ocotber and 7 
December 1661 and 12 February 1662 before named commissioners. The assessment was signed and sealed on 16 
June 1662, with a note of debts to be paid by 10 March 1663.  

The assessment for Amounderness hundred begins on rot 37, and was taken at Preston on 31 October 1661 before 
named commissioners.  
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Lonsdale hundred begins on rot 51 with the subscriptions of the commissioners. The assessment for the south part 
of the hundred finishes on rot 65. The assessment for the northern parishes of Dalton and Pennington were taken 
at Dalton in Furness on 29 November 1661. Other parishes were assessed separately by constables.  

Salford hundred was assessed at Bury on 1 October 1661. Rot 76 contains an unheaded list of persons from 
various places within the hundred. The assessment for Manchester began there on 12 October 1661, and continued 
over various days during October, November and December. The assessment for the rest of the hundred seems to 
have been compiled in order of appearance before the commissioners, since there are no place-name headings and 
many of the signatures or marks of the contributors are entered on the roll. Rot 88 comprises a chancery-style roll 
of 16 membranes, while the other membranes are sewn at the head, exchequer style. The only headings in these 
sections are the identifying place and date of the assessment meetings.  

Rot 105 comprises the original commission to the Lancashire officials, and contains a fine printed and engraved 
portrait of the king, with marginal illustrations of flowers and heraldic devices. The commission is dated 8 August 
1661, and a delivery date, presumably for the entire roll, is given on the dorse, this being 17 July 1662. Given that 
the roll is a compsite document, the precise date of compilation is unclear, but the various parts were presumably 
compiled over a period of time during the latter months of 1661 and the first half of 1662. 

 
E179/250/6 This Lancashire document comprises a collection of returns by constables of various settlements in West Derby 

hundred, each giving details of sums assessed towards the Michaelmas 1662 payment of the Hearth Tax granted to 
Charles II in May 1662, the first collection of this grant.  

The documents were originally individual returns, but have now been guarded and filed into a modern book.  

Most of the documents are dated, and a range has been given between the earliest and latest recorded. However, 
only the Liverpool document is dated before November 1662, and a large proportion were produced on the same 
day, 16 January 1663. 

 
E179/250/8 Part 5 
of 6 

This piece comprises six individual assessments relating to the collection in the various hundreds of Lancashire of 
the second payment towards the Hearth Tax granted to Charles II in 1662. Although seemingly compiled and 
stored together, each comprises a distinct, separate document, and hence the piece has been divided into six 
parts.  

Part 5 of this piece is explicitly an individual assessment for the hundred of West Derby for this Lady Day 1663 
collection of the Hearth Tax.  

The document bears no heading. A note on the final rotulet of the Salford assessment (Part 1) states that that 
document was certified by the commissioners on 18 August 1663, and that date appears to apply to all parts of this 
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piece. Given that the assessments from which most of the other parts of this piece were compiled were presented 
to the respective Quarter sessions during July 1663, presumably this part was also produced in July or August 
1663. A delivery date of 11 September (1663) also appears on Part 1, which presumably equally applies to all parts 
of this piece. 

 
E179/269/18 Part 2 
of 2 

This Lancashire piece is an auditor's document listing the contributions of the various townships in the hundreds of 
Salford, West Derby and Leyland towards the first two of the four subsidies granted to Charles II in 1663.  

The grant itself is not specified, only that it relates to the two first subsidies. However, the collector is named as 
John Hartley, who is known to have served as the collector for these hundreds for this first collection, and the sums 
collected match those given in another accounting document for this tax, now at E 179/313/98.  

A list at the foot of the piece records the names of people granted 'certificates' (presumably certificates of 
residence excusing payment), each numbered to indicate the township to it corresponded.  

A total of £881 9s 4d was assessed. £500 had already been paid when the document was compiled, £34 was 
excused by certificate, and £21 5s was paid to the collector. The rest was outstanding, although the calculations 
were clearly altered due to the initial omission of certificated sums for Leyland hundred.  

A letter concerning the delivery and accounting of this payment, dated 14 December 1663, is now at E 
179/313/89. It seems likely that the three formed part of the same process, and that all three were drawn up 
around the same time. 

 
E179/402/10 This document comprises a schedule of arrears for the hundreds of West Derby, Salford and Amounderness in the 

county of Lancashire for the Lady Day 1663 collection of the Hearth Tax granted to Charles II in 1662.  

The docuemnt is arranged under hundreds and parishes, and commences with the Constables arrears (fols.1-2), 
followed by sperate arrears (names given, fols. 3-4) and the desperate arrears (fols. 5-11).  

The document is undated, but clearly was compiled at some point after 25 March 1663. 

 
E179/383/1 This Lancashire file comprises a large collection of certificates of exemption relating to the Hearth Tax granted to 

Charles II in 1662.  

Each document relates to a named settlement, and lists the names of the various inhabitants exempt from the 
payment of this tax. The collection or collections concerned are not specified, but from the dates it would seem that 
they relate to the period of 1½ years to Lady Day 1673 (the collections due at Lady Day and Michaelmas 1672 and 
Lady Day 1673), all of which were administered together.  
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The certificates are dated, and are signed by various churchwardens, vicars and overseers of the poor. 

E179/314/2 This piece comprises a large rolled file of documents relating to the collection in the county of Lancashire of the poll 
tax granted to Charles II in 1667.  

The majority of the documents are communal assessments for the various parts of the county, but fol 4 forms a 
certificate from the county commissioners. A bundle of duplicate assessments for this tax survive at E 179/314/3, 
and it is clear from comparison that four further assessments, covering parts of Lonsdale, Blackburn and 
Amounderness hundreds, are missing from this file. The individual documents appear as follows:  

m 1 - communal assessment for the Furness and Cartmel division of Lonsdale hundred, dated 24 April 1667, 
delivered 10 May 1667.  

m 2 - communal assessment for Ormskirk division of West Derby hundred, dated 1 May 1667, delivered 10 June 
1667.  

m 3 - communal assessment for Prescot division of West Derby hundred, dated 2 May 1667, delivered 10 June 
1667.  

fol 4 - certificate from the commissioners for West Derby hundred, dated 6 May 1667, attesting to the veracity of 
the assessments for Ormskirk and Prescot divisions.  

m 5 - communal assessment for Warrington division of West Derby hundred, dated 10 April 1667, delivered 6 May 
1667.  

m 6 - communal assessment for Blackburn hundred, dated 6 May 1667, delivered 24 May 1667.  

m 7 - communal assessment for Leyland hundred, dated 1 April 1667, delivered 8 July 1667.  

m 8 - communal assessment for Salford hundred, undated, delivered 10 May 1667.  

m 9 - communal assessment for Amounderness hundred, undated, delivered 20 May 1667. This membrane also 
bears a sum total for the entire county.  

Ranges have been given for between the earliest and latest dates recorded. 

 

E179/314/2 This piece comprises a large rolled file of documents relating to the collection in the county of Lancashire of the poll 
tax granted to Charles II in 1667.  
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The majority of the documents are communal assessments for the various parts of the county, but fol 4 forms a 
certificate from the county commissioners. A bundle of duplicate assessments for this tax survive at E 179/314/3, 
and it is clear from comparison that four further assessments, covering parts of Lonsdale, Blackburn and 
Amounderness hundreds, are missing from this file. The individual documents appear as follows:  

m 1 - communal assessment for the Furness and Cartmel division of Lonsdale hundred, dated 24 April 1667, 
delivered 10 May 1667.  

m 2 - communal assessment for Ormskirk division of West Derby hundred, dated 1 May 1667, delivered 10 June 
1667.  

m 3 - communal assessment for Prescot division of West Derby hundred, dated 2 May 1667, delivered 10 June 
1667.  

fol 4 - certificate from the commissioners for West Derby hundred, dated 6 May 1667, attesting to the veracity of 
the assessments for Ormskirk and Prescot divisions.  

m 5 - communal assessment for Warrington division of West Derby hundred, dated 10 April 1667, delivered 6 May 
1667.  

m 6 - communal assessment for Blackburn hundred, dated 6 May 1667, delivered 24 May 1667.  

m 7 - communal assessment for Leyland hundred, dated 1 April 1667, delivered 8 July 1667.  

m 8 - communal assessment for Salford hundred, undated, delivered 10 May 1667.  

m 9 - communal assessment for Amounderness hundred, undated, delivered 20 May 1667. This membrane also 
bears a sum total for the entire county.  

Ranges have been given for between the earliest and latest dates recorded. 
E179/132/357 This Lancashire document is a collection of duplicated communal assessments by parish for various quarterly 

payments of the subsidy granted to Charles II in 1673 to raise £1,238,750 for his extraordinary occasions.  

The first payment was due on 3 June 1673, but the total sum seems to have been levied in one payment by the 
commissioners within the hundreds of Lancashire, with quarterly payments delivered to the Exchequer. The 
documents in this bundle list the communal assessments by place-names for each hundred, often with the total 
sum to be assessed for that particular hundred. The date on which that payment was delivered to the Exchequer is 
also added to the assessment. Sums for all payments seem to have been retained by the commissioners until all 
payments were collected. For similar records for the first grant for extraordinary occasions (1671), see E 
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179/132/353.  

Membrane 1 records the assessment of £755 6s 24d for the first quarterly payment (3 June 1673) within West 
Derby hundred. It was taxed, assessed and ordered to be paid on 5 May 1673, and was eventually passed to the 
Exchequer on 19 February 1675 by William Bankes, esquire.  

Membrane 2 contains the assessment for Salford hundred for the third quarterly payment (due 3 December 1673). 
£1006 13s 6d was the sum charged per month upon Lancashire, with £153 10s 4¼d charged per month for 
eighteen months on Salford. £460 11s 4d was paid for the third quarterly payment to Thomas Leigh, esquire, the 
receiver general for the hundred. This was paid to the Exchequer on the same day as in m 1. This document also 
records the names of sub-collectors by settlement.  

Membrane 3 has the assessment for Blackburn hundred for the sixth qaurterly payment (3 September 1674). £520 
19s was collected.  

Membrane 4 includes the assessment for Leyland hundred for the sixth and last payment (3 September 1674). The 
sum of £256 14s was raised, and this was delivered on 19 Febraury 1675 by William Bankes.  

Membrane 5 is the assessment for Amounderness hundred, again for the sixth payment (3 September 1674). £178 
13s 8d was rasied, and this was paid to the Exchequer on the same day as the other assessments above.  

Membranes 6 and 7 contain the assessment for Lonsdale hundred (m 6 covering Furness and Cartmel, m 7 the 
remainder of the hundred). The assessment for Furness and Cartmel does not provide the quarterly payment, but it 
was dated 15 May 1673, which suggests the first payment, due on 3 June 1673. Both assessments were paid to the 
Exchequer on 19 February 1675, as above. Membrane 7 includes the names of sub-collectors by settlement. 
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Appendix B: Archive Listing 
 
The full archive for this project is held at National Museums Liverpool and consists of the following: 
 
B.1 Paper Documents 
 
Title Author Description 
 M. Adams Photocopies of relevant pages 

referring to site visits from M. 
Adams notebook.  Also included 
are annotated architects 
drawings. 

 NA Photocopies of extracts from 
Merseyside HER. 

Building Recording at  
Carr House Farm Barn, 
Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside.  

M. Adams Report on Building Recording. 

Building Recording and  
An Archaeological Watching 
Brief 
At Carr House Farm Barn, 
Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside.  
 

M. Adams This report 

 
B.2 Drawings 
 
None 
 
B. 3 Computer Files 
 
These are filed within sub-directories (Text/Photographs/Drawings/Databases) as appropriate and are 
listed by sub-directory below.  
  
114 Carr House Farm Barn Text 
 
Name Type Author Description 
Building Recording at  
Carr House Farm Barn, 
Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside.  

Doc, 
txt, pdf 

M. Adams Report on Building Recording. 

114 Carr House Farm 
Barn Report.doc 

Doc, 
txt, pdf 

M. Adams This report 

Carr House Barn Risk 
Assessment for Watching 
Brief.doc 

Doc, txt M. Adams Risk Assessment for watching brief 

Carr House Farm Barn 
wb spec.doc 

Doc, txt M. Adams Method statement for watching brief 

T7583 - Carr House, 
Windy Arbor Rd, Wiston 
timber report from client 

Doc, txt Timberwise Copy of report on timbers from client. 

Carr House Barn PD Doc, txt M. Adams  
recordsociety pemberton 
plea 

Pdf  Copy of plea of 1502 from web. 
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114 Carr House Farm Barn Documents from Merseyside HER 
 
Name Type Author Description 
Carr Hse Epoch 1 
25 inch overlain 
modern 

Pdf MAS Extract from Merseyside HBSMR mapping. 

Carr Hse Epoch 2 
25 inch overlain 
modern 

Pdf MAS Extract from Merseyside HBSMR mapping. 

Carr Hse Epoch 3 
25 inch overlain 
modern 

Pdf MAS Extract from Merseyside HBSMR mapping. 

Carr Hse Epoch 4 
25 inch overlain 
modern 

Pdf MAS Extract from Merseyside HBSMR mapping. 

Whiston HER FAU 
enquiry 10.6.08 

Pdf MAS Extract from Merseyside HBSMR 

 
114 Carr House Farm Barn Drawings 
 
Name Type Author Description 
114 Carr House 
Barn WB 
drawings.dwg 

Dwg, dxf M. Adams Used as base for figs in this report. 

Carr House Barn 
drawings 

Dwg, dxf M. Adams AutoCAD drawings of barn and site plans based 
upon original survey data, rectified photographs 
and digitised plans. Used as basis for figs in 
‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm Barn, 
Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside.’ 

Carr House Barn 
Family Trees 

Dwg, dxf M. Adams Reconstructed family trees for Pemberton and 
Potter families based upon historical documents. 

 
 
114 Carr House Farm Barn Databases 
 
Name Type  Author Description 
114 Photo dbf M. Adams DBIV copy of database listing photographic 

archive 
114 Find dbf M. Adams DBIV copy of database listing finds archive 
114 Finds 
Register.mdb 

Mdb,  M. Adams, A. 
Price  

Microsoft ACCESS database listing Finds 
archive 

114 Carr House 
Farm Barn 
Photographic 
Database 

Mdb,  M. Adams Microsoft ACCESS database listing 
photographic archive 

 
114 Carr House Farm Barn Figures and Plates 
 
Name Type Author Description 
Whiston Tithe Map JPEG M. Adams Scan of Whiston Tithe Map 
Whiston Tithe Map 
part 

JPEG M. Adams Part of scan of Whiston Tithe Map used as base 
for fig. 

Potter Family Tree pdf  Potter Family Tree from AutoCAD file Carr 
House Barn Family Trees 

Pemberton Family 
Tree 

pdf  Pemberton Family Tree from AutoCAD file Carr 
House Barn Family Trees 
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Name Type Author Description 
Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 24 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 23 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 22 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 21 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 20 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 19 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 18 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 17 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside’ based upon original photograph in 
Carr House Farm Barn Photographs. Resolution 
and image size reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 16 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 15 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 14 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 
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Name Type Author Description 
Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 13 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 12 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 11 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 10 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 9 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 8 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 7 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley,Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 6 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 5 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 4 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate3 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 
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Name Type Author Description 
Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 2 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Farm 
Barn Plate 1 

JPEG M. Adams Plate for ‘Building Recording at Carr House Farm 
Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, Merseyside’ based 
upon original photograph in Carr House Farm 
Barn Photographs. Resolution and image size 
reduced. 

Carr House Barn 
OS Base 

psd M. Adams Scan of OS map with sites listed in gazetteer 
inserted in Photoshop. Base of Fig 1 in  ‘Building 
Recording at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, 
Knowsley, Merseyside’ 

Carr House Barn 
OS Base 

JPEG M. Adams Flattened version of Carr House Barn OS 
Base.psd used as Fig 1 in  ‘Building Recording 
at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside’ 

Carr House Barn 
Fig 17 

pdf M. Adams Plot from AutoCAD file ‘Carr House Barn 
drawings’ used as figure in ‘Building Recording 
at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside’. 

Carr House Barn 
Fig 16 

pdf M. Adams Plot from AutoCAD file ‘Carr House Barn 
drawings’ used as figure in ‘Building Recording 
at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside’. 

Carr House Barn 
Fig 15 

Pdf M. Adams Plot from AutoCAD file ‘Carr House Barn 
drawings’ used as figure in ‘Building Recording 
at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside’. 

Carr House Barn 
Fig 14 

pdf M. Adams Plot from AutoCAD file ‘Carr House Barn 
drawings’ used as figure in ‘Building Recording 
at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside’. 

Carr House Barn 
Fig 13 

pdf M. Adams Plot from AutoCAD file ‘Carr House Barn 
drawings’ used as figure in ‘Building Recording 
at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside’. 

Carr House Barn 
Fig 12 

pdf M. Adams Plot from AutoCAD file ‘Carr House Barn 
drawings’ used as figure in ‘Building Recording 
at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside’. 

Carr House Barn 
Fig 11 

pdf M. Adams Plot from AutoCAD file ‘Carr House Barn 
drawings’ used as figure in ‘Building Recording 
at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside’. 

Carr House Barn 
Fig 10 

pdf M. Adams Plot from AutoCAD file ‘Carr House Barn 
drawings’ used as figure in ‘Building Recording 
at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside’. 

Carr House Barn 
Fig 8-9 

Pdf M. Adams Plot from AutoCAD file ‘Carr House Barn 
drawings’ used as figure in ‘Building Recording 
at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside’. 

Carr House Barn 
Fig 7 

Pdf M. Adams Plot from AutoCAD file ‘Carr House Barn 
drawings’ used as figure in ‘Building Recording 
at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside’. 

 



Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Merseyside.  Building Recording and Watching Brief. 

66 

Name Type Author Description 
Carr House Barn 
Fig 1 

JPEG M. Adams Flattened version of Carr House Barn OS 
Base.psd used as Fig 1 in  ‘Building Recording 
at Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley, 
Merseyside’ 

Carr House Farm 
Barn New Plate 
20.jpg 

JPEG M. Adams New Plate 20 for Watching Brief report 

Carr House Farm 
Barn New Plate 
18.jpg 

JPEG M. Adams New Plate 18 for Watching Brief report 

Carr House Barn 
PD Fig 1.jpg 

JPEG M. Adams Fig for method statement 

Carr House Barn 
drawings Project 
Design Fig 2.pdf 

Pdf M. Adams Fig for method statement 

 
114 Carr House Farm Barn Survey 
 
Name Type Author Description 
Carr House Barn Dxf M. Adams Site survey data obtained with Nikon 

reflectorless total station. Some layers altered to 
act as basis for Carr House Barn drawings 

CARRBA Dxf M. Adams Site survey data obtained with Nikon 
reflectorless total station as downloaded from 
datalogger. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
114 Carr House Farm Barn Photographs 
 
These consisted of photographs in B&W and digital formats. 
 
They are catalogued in ACCESS database Carr House Farm Barn/Carrhouse Farm Barn Databases/Carr 
House Farm Photographic Database and the table below.  
 
No video footage was taken. 
 
Dig= Digital image obtained with digital camera downloaded as JPEG. 
BW35= Black and White image from 35mm film; Some versions of the archive have these as scanned 
image saved to CD ROM as tif files. 
MA= Mark Adams 
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Catalogue 
Number 

Image 
Type 

Interior or 
Exterior? Elevation Floor Room 

Number 
Room 
Name 

Photographer/scanned 
by Notes 

1 Dig Exterior W    MA View of approach to farm from Windy Arbour Lane. 
2 Dig Exterior     MA View of approach to farm from Windy Arbour Lane. 
3 Dig Exterior     MA View of approach to farm from Windy Arbour Lane. 
4 Dig Exterior     MA View of approach to farm from Windy Arbour Lane. 
5 Dig Exterior N    MA View of north facing elevation from north. 
6 Dig Exterior N    MA View of north facing elevation from north. 
7 Dig Exterior     MA View of farmyard from east end of barn looking 

west. 
8 Dig Exterior     MA View of farmyard from east end of barn looking 

west. 
9 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail view of Door D2 with datestone of 1819. View 

from south. 
10 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail view of Door D2 with datestone of 1819. View 

from south. 
11 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail view of Door D2 with datestone of 1819. View 

from south. 
12 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail view of Door D2 with datestone of 1819. View 

from south. 
13 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail view of Door D2 with datestone of 1819. View 

from south. 
14 Dig Exterior W    MA View of barn from track looking east-north-east. 
15 Dig Exterior W    MA View of barn from track looking east-north-east. 
16 Dig Exterior W    MA View of barn from track looking east-north-east. 
17 Dig Exterior S    MA View of barn from track looking west-north-west. 
18 Dig Exterior S    MA View of barn from track looking west-north-west. 
19 Dig Exterior     MA Blank. 
20 Dig Exterior W    MA View of west facing elevation from north-west 

showing farmhouse in background. 
21 Dig Exterior W    MA View of west facing elevation from north-west 

showing farmhouse in background. 
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Catalogue 
Number 

Image 
Type 

Interior or 
Exterior? Elevation Floor Room 

Number 
Room 
Name 

Photographer/scanned 
by Notes 

22 Dig Exterior W    MA View of west facing elevation from north-west 
showing farmhouse in background. 

23 Dig Exterior W    MA View of west facing elevation from west-north-west. 
24 Dig Exterior W    MA View of west facing elevation from west-north-west. 
25 Dig Exterior W    MA View of west facing elevation from west. 
26 Dig Exterior W    MA View of west facing elevation from west. 
27 Dig Exterior W    MA View of west facing elevation from west. 
28 Dig Exterior W    MA Detail view of datestone on west facing elevation 

showing 'G/C? 1506' from west. 
29 Dig Exterior W    MA Detail view of datestone on west facing elevation 

showing 'G/C? 1506' from west. 
30 Dig Exterior W    MA Detail view of datestone on west facing elevation 

showing 'G/C? 1506' from west. 
31 Dig Exterior W    MA Detail view of datestone on west facing elevation 

showing 'G/C? 1506' from west. 
32 Dig Exterior W    MA View of west facing elevation from west 
33 Dig Exterior W    MA View of west facing elevation from west-north-west 
34 Dig Exterior     MA View of barn from track looking east-north-east 
35 Dig Exterior     MA View of barn from track looking east-north-east 
36 Dig Exterior     MA View of barn from track looking east-north-east 
37 Dig Exterior W    MA View of west facing elevation to central bay 
38 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
39 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
40 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
41 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
42 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
43 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
44 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
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Catalogue 
Number 

Image 
Type 

Interior or 
Exterior? Elevation Floor Room 

Number 
Room 
Name 

Photographer/scanned 
by Notes 

45 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
46 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
47 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
48 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
49 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
50 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
51 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
52 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
53 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail of south facing elevation from south. 
54 Dig Exterior N    MA Detail of north facing elevation from north. 
55 Dig Exterior N    MA Detail of north facing elevation from north. 
56 Dig Exterior N    MA Detail of north facing elevation from north. 
57 Dig Exterior N    MA Detail of north facing elevation from north. 
58 Dig Exterior N    MA Detail of north facing elevation from north. 
59 Dig Exterior N    MA Detail of north facing elevation from north. 
60 Dig Exterior N    MA Detail of north facing elevation from north. 
61 Dig Exterior N    MA Detail of north facing elevation from north. 
62 Dig Exterior N    MA Detail of north facing elevation from north. 
63 Dig Exterior N    MA Detail of north facing elevation from north. 
64 Dig Exterior N    MA North elevation eastern bay fom north-west. 
65 Dig Exterior N    MA North elevation eastern bay fom north-west. 
66 Dig Exterior N    MA North elevation eastern bay fom north-west. 
67 Dig Exterior N    MA North elevation eastern bay fom north-west. 
68 Dig Exterior N    MA North elevation eastern bay fom north-west. 
69 Dig Interior  Ground 4 Byre MA Floor surface with cobbles in byre. 
70 Dig Interior  Ground 4 Byre MA View looking south, brick floor surface in rear 
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Catalogue 
Number 

Image 
Type 

Interior or 
Exterior? Elevation Floor Room 

Number 
Room 
Name 

Photographer/scanned 
by Notes 

ground. 
71 Dig Interior  Ground 4 Byre MA View looking south and up to roof. 
72 Dig Interior  Ground 4 Byre MA View looking east to eastern wall showing repair in 

concrete blocks. 
73 Dig Interior  Ground 4 Byre MA View looking west to western wall. 
74 Dig Interior  Ground 4 Byre MA View looking west to western wall. 
75 Dig Interior  Ground 4 Byre MA View looking up and north-west to roof. 
76 Dig Interior  Ground 3  MA View looking west-north-west. 
77 Dig Interior  Ground 3  MA View looking west-north-west. 
78 Dig Interior  Ground 3  MA View looking west-north-west and up to ceiling 

timbers. 
79 Dig Interior  Ground 3  MA View looking north-east. 
80 Dig Interior  Ground 3  MA Inside of door D8. 
81 Dig Interior  Ground 3  MA Internal blocking to door D3. 
82 Dig Interior  Ground 3  MA Internal blocking to door D3. 
83 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking south to north facing elevation with 

blocking to window W10. 
84 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking south to north facing elevation with 

blocking to window W10. 
85 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking west to east facing elevation. 
86 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking west to east facing elevation. 
87 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking west to east facing elevation. 
88 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking west to east facing elevation showing 

detail of datestone. 
89 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking west to east facing elevation showing 

detail of datestone. 
90 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking west to east facing elevation showing 

detail of datestone. 
91 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking west to east facing elevation showing 
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Catalogue 
Number 

Image 
Type 

Interior or 
Exterior? Elevation Floor Room 

Number 
Room 
Name 

Photographer/scanned 
by Notes 

detail of datestone. 
92 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking east to truss T4. 
93 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking east to truss T4. 
94 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking east. 
95 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking east to truss T3. 
96 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking east to truss T3. 
97 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking east and up to trusses T2 and T3. 
98 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking east and up to truss T3. 
99 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking east and up to truss T2. 

100 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA Detail of truss T2 showing redundant pegged motice 
hole on northern principal rafter. 

101 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA Detail of truss T2 showing redundant pegged motice 
hole on southern principal rafter and pegged trench 
on purlin. 

102 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking west and up to truss T2. 
103 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking west and up to truss T2. 
104 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking west and up to truss T2. 
105 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking west. 
106 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking west. 
107 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking west. 
108 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking up and south-west to windows W7 and 

W8. 
109 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking up and south-west to windows W7 and 

W8. 
110 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking up to purlins and T2. 
111 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking up to purlins and T2. 
112 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking west to blocked door D11. 
113 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking west to truss T1. 
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Catalogue 
Number 

Image 
Type 

Interior or 
Exterior? Elevation Floor Room 

Number 
Room 
Name 

Photographer/scanned 
by Notes 

114 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking west to truss T1. 
115 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking west to truss T1. 
116 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking north to door D6. 
117 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking north to door D6. 
118 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking north to door D6. 
119 Dig Exterior S  4 Byre MA View looking north to ridge tiles on byre Room R4. 
120 Dig Exterior     MA View looking south to farmhouse. 
121 Dig Exterior     MA Void deleted. 
122 Dig Exterior E    MA View looking west. 
123 Dig Exterior E    MA View looking west. 
124 Dig Exterior E    MA View looking west. 
125 Dig Exterior E    MA View looking west. 
126 Dig Exterior E    MA View looking west. 
127 Dig Exterior E    MA View looking north-west. 
128 Dig Interior  First 5  MA Detail of east facing elevation showing former 

roofline. 
129 Dig Interior  First 5  MA Detail of east facing elevation showing former 

roofline. 
130 Dig Interior  First 5  MA Detail of east facing elevation showing former 

roofline. 
131 Dig Interior  First 5  MA Detail of datestone on east facing elevation. 
132 Dig Interior  First 5  MA Detail of datestone on east facing elevation. 
133 Dig Interior  First 5  MA Detail of datestone on east facing elevation. 
134 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA Truss T1 view looking west showing support for 

purlins. 
135 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA Truss T1 view looking west showing support for 

purlins. 
136 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking south and up to purlins showing use of 
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packing for rafters. 
137 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking south and up to purlins showing use of 

packing for rafters. 
138 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking south and up to purlins showing use of 

packing for rafters. 
139 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking north-east to lapped purlins on 

northern principal rafter T1. 
140 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking east and up to underside of southern 

principal rafter T2 showing redundant mortice holes 
and adze marks. 

141 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking east and up to underside of southern 
principal rafter T2 showing redundant mortice holes 
and adze marks. 

142 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking east and up to underside of southern 
principal rafter T2 showing redundant mortice holes 
and adze marks. 

143 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking east and up to underside of southern 
principal rafter T2 showing redundant mortice holes 
and adze marks. 

144 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking east and up to underside of southern 
principal rafter T2 showing redundant mortice holes 
and adze marks. 

145 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking north and up to west end of purlins 
showing use of packing for rafters. 

146 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking north and up to west end of purlins 
showing use of packing for rafters. 

147 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking south and up to west end of purlins 
showing use of packing for rafters. 

148 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA Truss T1 underside of tie beam showing redundant 
peg holes. View looking south. 

149 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking south and up to purlins showing use of 
packing for rafters. 

150 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA Truss T1 detail of king post. 
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151 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA Truss T1 view looking west. 
152 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA Truss T1 view looking west. 
153 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA Truss T1 View looking west. 
154 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA Truss T2 and T3 view looking west 
155 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking up and north to purlins at east end. 
156 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking up and north to purlins at east end. 
157 Dig Exterior E    MA The Lodge. 
158 Dig Exterior E    MA The Lodge. 
159 Dig Exterior N    MA The Lodge. 
160 Dig Interior  Ground 3  MA View looking up and north-west showing former 

roofline on east facing elevation. 
161 Dig Interior  Ground 3  MA View looking up and north-west showing former 

roofline on east facing elevation. 
162 Dig Interior  Ground 3  MA View looking south to ceiling joist. 
163 Dig Interior  Ground 3  MA View looking south to ceiling joist. 
164 Dig Interior  Ground 3  MA View looking south-east. 
165 Dig Interior  Ground 3  MA View looking north to door D8. 
166 Dig Exterior     MA View looking east to door D10. 
167 Dig Exterior     MA View looking east to door D10. 
168 Dig Interior  Ground 4 Byre MA View looking north to show north elevation bonded 

with east elevation. 
169 Dig Exterior N    MA View looking east to show north elevation bonded 

with east elevation. 
170 Dig Exterior N    MA View looking east to show north elevation bonded 

with east elevation. 
171 Dig Exterior N    MA View looking west to possible infilled pit against 

north elevation. 
172 Dig Exterior N    MA View looking south-east to possible infilled pit 

against north elevation. 
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173 Dig Exterior N    MA View looking south-east to possible infilled pit 
against north elevation. 

174 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking south to blocked window W10. 
175 Dig Interior  First 5  MA Detail of east facing elevation. 
176 Dig Interior  First 5  MA Detail of east facing elevation. 
177 Dig Interior  First 5  MA Detail of east facing elevation. 
178 Dig Interior  First 5  MA Detail of east facing elevation. 
179 Dig Interior  First 5  MA Detail of east facing elevation. 
180 Dig Interior  First 5  MA Detail of east facing elevation. 
181 Dig Interior  First 5  MA Detail of east facing elevation. 
182 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking north-east to tie-beam truss T4. 
183 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking north-east to tie-beam truss T4. 
184 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking north-east to tie-beam truss T4. 

Details showing adze marks. 
185 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking east to tie-beam truss T4, south end. 

Detail showing adze marks and pit saw marks. 
186 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking east to tie-beam truss T4, south end. 

Detail showing adze marks and pit saw marks. 
187 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking east to tie-beam truss T4, south end. 

Detail showing adze marks and pit saw marks. 
188 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking up and west to underside of tie-beam 

truss T4. Detail showing adze marks and pit saw 
marks. 

189 Dig Interior  First 5  MA View looking up and west to underside of tie-beam 
truss T4. Detail showing adze marks and pit saw 
marks. 

190 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail south facing elevation. 
191 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail south facing elevation. 
192 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail south facing elevation. 
193 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail south facing elevation. 
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194 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail south facing elevation. 
195 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail south facing elevation. 
196 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail south facing elevation. 
197 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail south facing elevation. 
198 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail south facing elevation. 
199 Dig Exterior S    MA Detail south facing elevation. 
200 BW35 Exterior     MA View east along track to barn and farmhouse. 
201 BW35 Exterior     MA View east along track to barn and farmhouse. 
202 BW35 Exterior S    MA Detail door D2. 
203 BW35 Exterior S    MA View west-north-west along south facing elevation. 
204 BW35 Exterior N    MA View looking south-east. 
205 BW35 Exterior N    MA View looking south to east end. 
206 BW35 Exterior N    MA View looking south-east towest end. 
207 BW35 Exterior     MA View looking north-west to stables from top of stairs 

on north facing elevation. 
208 BW35 Exterior     MA View looking north-west to stables from top of stairs 

on north facing elevation. 
209 BW35 Interior  First 5  MA View looking west to east facing elevation. 
210 BW35 Interior  First 5  MA View looking west to east facing elevation showing 

detail of datestone.. 
211 BW35 Exterior E    MA View looking west to east facing elevation. 
212 BW35 Exterior E    MA View looking west to east facing elevation. 
213 BW35 Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking west to truss T1. 
214 BW35 Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking west to truss T1. 
215 BW35 Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking west to truss T1. 
216 BW35 Interior  Ground 1  MA View looking west. 
217 BW35 Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking east and up to trusses T2 and T3. 
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218 BW35 Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking east and up to trusses T2 and T3. 
219 BW35 Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking west and up to trusses T2 and T3. 
220 BW35 Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking west. 
221 BW35 Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking west. 
222 BW35 Interior  Ground 2  MA View looking west. 
223 BW35 Interior  Ground 4  MA View looking south-east. 
224 BW35 Interior  Ground 3  MA View looking west to blocked doors. 
225 BW35 Interior  First   MA View looking west to east facing elevation. 
226 BW35 Interior  First   MA View looking west to east facing elevation showing 

detail of datestone. 
227 BW35 Interior  First   MA View looking west to east facing elevation showing 

detail of former roofline. 
228 BW35 Interior  First   MA View looking west to east facing elevation showing 

detail of former roofline. 
229 BW35 Interior  First   MA View looking north-east to truss T4. 
230 Dig External     MA Farmyard following clearance of stables looking 

east. 
231 Dig External     MA Farmyard following clearance of stables looking 

west. 
232 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA View of T2 and T3. 
233 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA View following removal of brick floor 
234 Dig External     MA Foundations for garage. 
235 Dig External     MA Foundations for garage. 
236 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA Deposits under brick floor. 
237 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA Deposits under brick floor. 
238 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA Deposits under brick floor. 
239 Dig External     MA Cobbled surface toyard adjacent to D8 
240 Dig External     MA Cobbled surface toyard adjacent to D8 
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241 Dig External     MA Cobbled surface toyard adjacent to D8 
242 Dig External     MA Cobbled surface. 
243 Dig External     MA Cobbled surface. 
244 Dig External     MA Western wall to yard during demolition. 
245 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA Steps inside door D1. 
246 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA Steps inside door D1. 
247 Dig External     MA Farmyard following clearance of stables looking 

east. 
248 Dig External     MA Farmyard following clearance of stables looking 

east. 
249 Dig External     MA Farmyard following clearance of stables looking 

west. 
250 Dig External     MA East end north facing elevation following removal of 

steps. 
251 Dig External     MA East end north facing elevation following removal of 

steps. 
252 Dig External     MA East end north facing elevation following removal of 

steps. 
253 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA Section across make-up for modern brick floor. 
254 Dig Interior  Ground 1  MA Section across make-up for modern brick floor. 
255 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA Wall, Context 3 from the north 
256 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA South end of Wall, Context 3. 
257 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA South end of Wall, Context 3. 
258 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA Section across north end of Wall, Context 3. 
259 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA Wall, Context 3. 
260 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA Wall, Context 3. 
261 Dig Interior  Ground 2  MA Wall, Context 3. 
262 Dig External     MA Door D3 showing build-up of deposits in Room 3. 
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263 Dig External     MA Door D3 showing build-up of deposits in Room 3. 
264 Dig External     MA Door D3 showing build-up of deposits in Room 3. 
265 Dig External     MA Door D3 showing build-up of deposits in Room 3. 
266 Dig External     MA Door D3 showing build-up of deposits in Room 3. 
267 Dig Interior   2  MA Removal of redeposited clay. 
268 Dig Interior   2  MA Removal of redeposited clay. 
269 Dig Interior   2  MA Removal of redeposited clay. 
270 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall context 4 as first exposed. 
271 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall context 4 as first exposed. 
272 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall context 4 as first exposed. 
273 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall context 4 as first exposed. 
274 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall context 4 as first exposed. 
275 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall context 4 after cleaning from the south-west. 
276 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall context 4 after cleaning from the south-west. 
277 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall context 4 after cleaning from the north-east. 
278 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall context 4 after cleaning from the north-east. 
279 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall Contex 4 plan view. 
280 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall Context 4 plan view. 
281 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall Context 4 plan view. 
282 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall Context 4 plan view. 
283 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall Context 4 plan view. 
284 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall Context 4 plan view. 
285 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall Context 4 plan view. 
286 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall Context 4 plan view. 
287 Dig Interior   2  MA Wall Context 4 plan view. 
288 Dig Interior   2  MA Section across wall context 4 from the south. 
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289 Dig Interior   2  MA Section across wall context 4 from the south. 
290 Dig Interior   2  MA Section across wall context 4 from the south. 
291 Dig External     MA North wall of barn bonded into yard wall. 
292 Dig External     MA North wall of barn bonded into yard wall. 
293 Dig External     MA Eastern gable of barn. 
294 Dig Interior   1  MA Truss T1 
295 Dig Interior   1  MA Truss T1 
296 Dig Interior   1  MA Truss T1 
297 Dig Interior   1  MA Truss T1 
298 Dig Interior   1  MA Re-used timber in lintel for Door D6. 
299 Dig Interior   1  MA Detail of Re-used timber in lintel for Door D6. 
300 Dig Interior   1  MA Purlins and truss T1 view looking south. 
301 Dig Interior   1  MA Purlins and truss T1 view looking south. 
302 Dig Interior   1  MA Purlins and truss T1 view looking south. 
303 Dig Interior   1  MA Purlins and truss T1 view looking south. 
304 Dig Interior   1  MA Purlins and truss T1 view looking south. 
305 Dig External     MA Deposits exposed in new foundations at east end of 

barn. 
306 Dig External     MA Cross section across yard wall looking north. 
307 Dig Interior   2  MA Detail north end of truss T3 from west. 
308 Dig Interior   2  MA Detail north end of truss T3 from west. 
309 Dig Interior   2  MA View along northern most purlin showing possible 

sooting. 
310 Dig Interior   2  MA Tuss T3 from the west. 
311 Dig Interior   2  MA Tuss T3 from the west. 
312 Dig Interior   2  MA Tuss T3 from the west. 
313 Dig Interior   2  MA Tuss T3 from the south-west. 



Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Merseyside.  Building Recording and Watching Brief. 

81 

Catalogue 
Number 

Image 
Type 

Interior or 
Exterior? Elevation Floor Room 

Number 
Room 
Name 

Photographer/scanned 
by Notes 

314 Dig Interior   2  MA Redundant mortice on upper surface of purlin. 
315 Dig Interior   2  MA Detail east side of tie-beam truss T2 showing 

possible tool marks. 
316 Dig Interior   2  MA Detail east side of tie-beam truss T2 showing 

possible tool marks. 
317 Dig Interior   2  MA Detail underside of principal rafters and purlins. 
318 Dig Interior   2  MA Truss T2 from the west. 
319 Dig Interior   2  MA Truss T2 from the west. 
320 Dig Interior   2  MA Truss T2 from the west. 
321 Dig Interior   2  MA Truss T2 from the west. 
322 Dig Interior   2  MA Truss T2 from the west. 
323 Dig Interior   2  MA Truss T2 from the west. 
324 Dig Interior   2  MA Detail possible tool marks west side T2. 
325 Dig Interior   2  MA Detail possible tool marks west side T2. 
326 Dig Interior   2  MA Detail possible tool marks west side T2. 
327 Dig Interior   2  MA Detail possible tool marks west side T2. 
328 Dig Interior   2  MA Southernmost purlin looking east. 
329 Dig Interior   2  MA King post Truss T2 from east. 
330 Dig Interior   2  MA King post Truss T2 from east. 
331 Dig Interior   2  MA Oblique view east side of principal rafter truss T2. 
332 Dig Interior   2  MA Oblique view east side of principal rafter truss T2. 
333 Dig Interior   2  MA Oblique view east side of principal rafter truss T2. 
334 Dig Interior   2  MA Oblique view east side of principal rafter truss T2. 
335 Dig Interior   2  MA Redundant mortice on upper surface southernmost 

purlin. 
336 Dig Interior   2  MA Truss T3 and purlins from south-west. 
337 Dig Interior   2  MA Redundant trench, upper surface northern principal 

rafter truss T3. 
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338 Dig Interior   2  MA Redundant trench, upper surface northern principal 
rafter truss T3. 

339 Dig Interior   2  MA Underside southernmost purlin. 
340 Dig Interior   2  MA Underside southernmost purlin. 
341 Dig Interior   2  MA Oblique view west side of principal rafter truss T2. 
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Appendix C: Project Design for a Programme of Historic Building Recording at 
Carr House Barn, Carr House, Windy Arbour Whiston, Knowsley 
 
C1. Background 
 
This project design relates to Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley which has been identified as a 
site of archaeological interest from data on the Merseyside Historic Environment Record (MHER). The 
site has not been subject to the type of archaeological work now required to identify, record and report 
any archaeological and historical features. It has been prepared for Sheila Berry (hereafter the client).   
 
A brief, prepared by the Merseyside Archaeological Service on behalf of Knowsley Council (Appendix D), 
was received from the client which provides a specification for an ‘RCHME Level II/III Report’ on the barn 
which is Grade II listed.  The barn is in private ownership and has received planning permission 
(Application No.:07/01119/FUL) and listed building consent (07/01120/FUL) for conversion into 2 
residential units and demolition of single storey outbuildings. Condition 4 upon planning permission 
requires an historic building survey prior to commencement, ‘by a reputable and suitably qualified 
Archaeologist or Architectural Historian and submitted to and approved in writing beforehand by the Local 
Planning authority.’ 
 
The farm is located off Windy Arbour Road, Whiston, Knowsley, L35 1RA at NGR SJ 4646 8982 and the 
barn is a listed building Grade II (ref: 436692) & on the Merseyside HER (ref 4689-013). 
The building consists of a single one-storey and two-storey set of barns with yard and outbuildings to the 
rear.  
 
Carr House Farmhouse is mid 17th century, though the adjacent barn which is the subject of this study is 
a predominantly 19th Century re-build. However, a date-stone of ‘A 1653’ in the former east gable, which 
now survives as an internal wall, suggests that it incorporates part of an earlier structure . A small one 
storey building attached to the west of the barn (a possible byre) contains a date stone of ‘G H1506’, 
though this is poorly visible and not yet substantiated to be of this date.  The HER record consists of 
information from a sketch plan of the farm house and written description of the house and barn from 
1974. There are also some photographic contact prints of the exterior and part of the roof interior of the 
house and exterior shots of the barn. 
 
This project design and any associated costings are valid for a period of not greater than six months from 
27 May 2008. 
 
C2. Methods Statement 
 
The project will consist of the production of a ‘Level 2 RCHME Survey’ as specified in Royal Commission 
on the Historical Monuments of England, 1996 Recording Historic Buildings: A Descriptive Specification 
(Third Edition) and revised in English Heritage guidance Understanding Historic Buildings. A Guide to 
good recording practice, 2006) and according to the Institute of Field Archaeologists ‘Standard And 
Guidance For The Archaeological Investigation And Recording Of Standing Buildings Or Structures’ (IFA 
2001). However, some elements are to be conducted to Level 3. 
 
Recording of the extant buildings will consist of the following. 
 

(i) Documentary research in order to supplement and complement the measured survey and 
interpretation. This will be aimed at providing the following. 

 
 Discussion of available published sources on history of the building including map 

evidence 
 Phases of development and use with supporting evidence 
 Evidence of former existence of demolished structure 
 Relationship to setting, part/function in larger group of buildings 
 Potential for below-ground evidence 

 
This will be based upon consultation of the following sources as appropriate. 

 
 The Merseyside Sites and Monuments Record (MSMR) held by the Merseyside 
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Archaeological Service. 
 Lancashire County Record Office. 
 The National Monuments Record. 
 English Heritage. 
 Local Museums. 
 The internet/world wide web. 

 
Sources used will include: 
 

 Printed and manuscript maps, including estate maps, Tithe maps and Ordnance 
Survey maps  

 Place and fieldname evidence. 
 Aerial photographs as appropriate. 
 Other photographic evidence. 
 Local Museum catalogues and artefactual evidence. 
 Oral evidence. 

 
(ii) Measured Survey of the building to record prior to alteration:  

 
 Use of rectified photography - or similar specialist photography, for a scale record, is 

appropriate. These will concentrate upon external elevations and the internal east 
side gable with date stone ‘A 1653’. This element of the record will be based upon 
high resolution colour digital photographs taken in the field which will be processed in 
‘Photomodeler’ software. This element will require an outline survey using a 
reflectorless total station EDM. 

 Annotation of existing Architects plans, as appropriate, to provide location of 
structural detail & to indicate phasing of the building and possible earlier structures.  

 
 

(iii) Photographic Record of the building will be carried out in support of the measured survey.  
 

 See measured survey (ii) 
 Other photography - individual features, both within and outside the building, that are 

relevant to the understanding its history and development, 
 Annotate viewpoints to the plans, be produced in medium format monochrome and 

colour 35mm slide archive.’ 
 
All photographs will be taken using a camera mounted upon a tripod and where possible using natural 
ambient lighting.  Some internal views may require the use of supplementary lighting and/or flash 
photography. The photographic record will consist of colour digital (min 6 mega-pixel), black and white 
print (from 35 mm & 120 mm negatives as appropriate), colour slide and digital video.  Digital stills will be 
downloaded in RAW and JPEG formats and backed-up as TIF files. The photographic coverage will 
include the overall appearance of the buildings, all relevant external and internal structural and decorative 
detail and will seek to illustrate both architectural and historical details and place these and the building 
within their wider context. Composite images may be compiled in Photoshop as required. 
 
 
1) Written record to include the following: 
  

1) location of the buildings,  
 

2) details of listing or scheduling as applicable,  
 

3) the date of the project,  
 

4) a detailed description of the current condition of the buildings and all extant fittings, 
 

5) the names of architects, builders, patrons and owners where known,  
 

6) an account of the buildings overall form and successive phases of development,  
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7) an account of past and present uses with evidence  

 
8) any evidence for the former existence of demolished structures and an assessment of the 

potential for the survival of below ground deposits 
 

9) relevant information from other sources including recent occupants. 
 
The final report will include the following: 
 

1) A concise non-technical summary of the results. 
 
2) Recording methodology 

 
3) A location plan at an appropriate scale 

 
4) A summary of the methodology 

 
5) Monochrome and colour photographs as appropriate 

 
6) A paper sequence of all known available historic and recent maps including pre Ordnance Survey 

maps and any plans 
 

7) Copies of the measured survey at a suitable scale (no larger than A3 sheets) with annotations 
 

8) An interpretation of the results and their potential archaeological and architectural significance. 
 

9) A list of sources used also identifying any not consulted. 
 

10) A copy of the project design  
 

11) An Index to the archive. 
 
A maximum of three copies of the report will be provided to the client and two copies to the Merseyside 
HER as detailed in the brief (Appendix D). Additional copies can be supplied at the rate of £15 per copy 
for the first ten copies, £10 per copy for any further copies. Additional copies will be deposited in Liverpool 
Record Office. 
 
 
C3. Health and safety provision  
 
1. The Field Archaeology Unit has a Health and Safety statement to cover the specific hazards 
encountered in fieldwork. A formal written risk assessment will be produced for the project, though the 
following general comments apply.  
 
2.  No preliminary site inspection has been conducted. It has been assumed that the client can provide 
reasonable access to the building.  
 
3. A fully stocked first aid kit and an accident book will be kept on the site when NML staff  are 
present.  
 
4. All staff will be made aware of safe working practices before the start of any fieldwork. 
 
5.  It has been assumed that toilet/mess facilities can be made available and that premises do not need to 
be hired. 
 
6.  It is the client’s responsibility to ensure that safe access is maintained to the site. 
 
7. In case of emergency, a mobile phone will be available on site when NML staff are present.  
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C4. Arrangements for Access 
 
Access to the site is to be arranged via the client.  
 
C5.Timing of the Project 
 
Scheduling of the work is to be by negotiation with the client and National Museums Liverpool Field 
Archaeology Unit. 
 
C6. Archive Deposition 
 
Subject to the agreement of the Landowners and/or the Conservation Officer the archive and associated 
artefacts will be deposited at, and curated by, Liverpool Museum and National Monuments Record as 
detailed in the brief (Appendix D). A report on the project will be submitted to the client and to the Record 
Office within six months of the start of the project. Additional copies will be supplied to the Merseyside 
Sites & Monuments Record. 
 
C7. Staffing and Resources 
 
The core project team will consist of one archaeologist, Dr. Mark Adams, working in consultation with staff 
at Liverpool Museum.  
 
No equipment hire will be required for this project. 
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Appendix D: Project Brief (Building Recording) 
 

 
 

BRIEF FOR HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING AT 
CARR HOUSE BARN, CARR HOUSE, WINDY ARBOUR 

WHISTON, KNOWSLEY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by Merseyside Archaeological Service  
on behalf of Knowsley Council 

 
 

Enquiries to be addressed to: 
 

Merseyside Archaeological Officer  
Merseyside Archaeological Service 

DTO 
Albert Dock 

Liverpool L3 4AX 
 

Tel: 0151 478 4258 
 

25 April 2008 
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1.  Introduction 
 
1.1 Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley has been identified as a site of archaeological interest 

from the Merseyside Historic Environment Record (MHER). The site has not been subject to the 
type of archaeological work now required to identify, record and report any archaeological and 
historical features.  

 
1.2 Carr House Farm Barn is Grade II listed in private ownership and has received planning 

permission (Application No.:07/01119/FUL) and listed building consent (07/01120/FUL) for 
conversion into 2 residential units and demolition of single storey outbuildings. Condition 4 upon 
planning permission requires an historic building survey prior to commencement, ‘by a reputable 
and suitably qualified Archaeologist or Architectural Historian and submitted to and approved in 
writing beforehand by the Local Planning authority.’  

 
1.3 This brief is not intended to serve as a full specification of works, which must be provided in a 

Project Design to be submitted to, and subject to the approval of, Knowsley Council via the 
Merseyside Archaeological Officer. 

 
2.  Aim of the Work 
 
2.1 The aim of archaeological Building Recording is to examine a specified building and its setting in 

order to inform a better understanding of, and a lasting record, analyse the findings / record and 
disseminate the results. 

 
3.  Appendices for reference as part of this brief 

 
 Site location plan  
 
 Client to provide existing information submitted for Planning permission and as Approved : 
 

o Existing & Proposed Floor Plans & Elevations, Dec. 2007 (Hart Architectural Design) or as 
subsequently Approved.  

o Also ‘Structural Report by J O’Rourke.  
 
4.  Site Location and Description 
 
4.1  The site is located off Windy Arbour Road, Whiston, Knowsley, L35 1RA at NGR SJ 4646 8982. 
 
4.2  The barn is a listed building grade II (ref: 436692) & on the Merseyside HER (ref 4689-013) 
 
4.3 The property consists of a single one-storey and two-storey set of barns with yard and outbuildings to 

the rear.  
 
 
5.  Historical and Archaeological Background 
 
5.1 Carr House Farmhouse is a mid 17th century. The adjacent barn is a predominantly 19th Century 

re-build, a date-stone of ‘A 1653’ in the former east gable survives as an internal wall. A small one 
storey building attached to the west of the barn (a possible byre) contains a date stone of ‘G 
H1506’, poorly visible and not yet substantiated to be of this date.  The HER record consists of 
information from a sketch plan of the farm house and written description of the house and barn 
from 1974. There area also some photographic contact prints of the exterior and part roof interior 
of the house and exterior shots of the barn. 

 
6. Planning Background  
 



Carr House Farm Barn, Whiston, Merseyside.  Building Recording and Watching Brief. 

90 

For quick reference and plans - Planning application details and documentation, including decisions are 
available from Knowsley Council public access planning pages. Follow link then enter Application 
reference no.s) 
http://publicaccess.knowsley.gov.uk/PublicAccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx 
 
6.1 Carr House Farm Barn is Grade II listed in private ownership and has received planning permission 

(application no. :07/01119/FUL) and listed building consent (07/01120/FUL) for conversion into 2 
residential units. Condition 4 upon permission requires an historic building survey prior to 
commencement, ‘by a reputable and suitably qualified Archaeologist or Architectural Historian and 
submitted to and approved in writing beforehand by the Local Planning authority.’ 

 
6.2 The AO visited the site on 4th March 2008 to assist determining the most appropriate form of 

investigation in line with the proposals and planning condition.  
 
 
7.  Scope and Methods 
 

7.1 Building Recording  
 
7.1.2 The scope of work will be commensurate with English Heritage guidance Understanding Historic 

Buildings. A Guide to good recording practice, 2006).  The recording level of work is 
commensurate predominantly with a Level 2 with some elements of Level 3 as outlined below: 

 
(ii) Documentary research in order to supplement and complement the measured survey and 

interpretation.  
 Discussion of available published sources on history of the building including map 

evidence 
 Phases of development and use with supporting evidence 
 Evidence of former existence of demolished structure 
 Relationship to setting, part/function in larger group of buildings 
 Potential for below-ground evidence 

 
(iii) Measured Survey of the building to record prior to alteration:  

 
 Use of rectified photography - or similar specialist photography, for a scale record, is 

appropriate. External Elevations and internal east side gable with date stone ‘A 1653’. 
 Annotation of existing Architects plans, as appropriate, to provide location of structural 

detail & to indicate phasing of the building and possible earlier structures. 
 
 

(iv) Photographic Record of the building will be carried out in support of the measured survey.  
 
 See measured survey (ii) 
 Other photography - individual features, both within and outside the building, that are 

relevant to the understanding its history and development, 
 Annotate viewpoints to the plans, be produced in medium format monochrome and colour 

35mm slide archive. 
 
 
7.3   Site visit/s 
 
7.3.1 At least one site visit must be made by the archaeological Contractor to examine the site and 

carry outbuilding analysis work.  
 
7.3.2 The Contractor must immediately inform the AO, and communicate in the written report, any 

reason for not being able to carry out/access certain requirements of the Brief. For instance, 
access may have been restricted or denied for safety reasons. 

 
 

http://publicaccess.knowsley.gov.uk/PublicAccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx
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8.  Report 
 
8.1 The report will include:  

 A concise non-technical summary of the project results at the front of the document location plans 
of areas of building survey  

 A summary of past and present land use 
 Recording methodology 
 A paper sequence of all known available historic and recent maps including pre Ordnance Survey 

maps and any plans.  
 Copy of measured survey @ suitable scale (no large than A3 sheets) 
 A list of sources used also identifying any not consulted. 
 

8.2 The full report and archive should be made available to the Merseyside HER as soon as is 
practicable after completion of site works and no later than six months after completion of the 
project. 

 
8.3 Two copies of the final report will be deposited with the Merseyside HER no later than six 

months after completion of the project. This will be a digital and paper copy of the report, 
including any its relevant accompanying plans. CAD drawings are to be delivered in DXF; 
Databases in ASCII delimited text or MS Access; Text in ASCII text.  

 
8.4 Contractors are encouraged to consult the Archaeology Data Service, in particular Digital 

Archives from Excavation and Fieldwork Guide to Good Practice. Second Edition. Available at 
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/goodguides/excavation 

 
8.4.1 Results of the project, even if negative, will be submitted for publication in the appropriate 

academic journals. Contractors are to provide a summary of findings to the regional Council for 
British Archaeology group, CBA North West (c/o Dr M Nevell, UMAU, University of Manchester, 
Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 9PL who will provide a pro-forma sheet). 

 
8.4.2 A copy of the final report/s will be deposited in the National Monuments Record, English 

Heritage, Swindon. 
 
 
9.  Archive  
 
9.1 The archive consists of all written records and materials recovered, drawn and photographic 

records. It will be quantified, ordered, indexed and internally consistent. 
 
9.2 Archive will be prepared in line with in accordance with English Heritage Management of 

Archaeological Projects 2nd Edition (1991).  
 
9.3 The integrity of the site archive should be maintained. All finds and/or records should be properly 

curated by a single organisation, and be available for public consultation. 
 
9.4 National Museums Liverpool (NML)'Guidelines on the Deposition of Archaeological Archives' will 

be consulted and followed as part of the archaeological Contractor's Project Design preparation. 
(For a copy contact Dr L Stewart, Archive Curator, Telephone: 0151 478 4443, National 
Museums Liverpool, DTO Albert Dock, Liverpool L3 4AX). 
e-mail liz.stewart@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk 
 

9.5 The archive will be presented to the Archive Curator within 6 months of completion of the 
fieldwork, unless alternative arrangements have been agreed in writing with the AO and Archive 
Curator. 

 
10.  Requirements (including responsibilities of Client & Contractor) 
 
 
10.1 Appointment of Archaeological Contractors  

http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/goodguides/excavation
mailto:liz.stewart@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
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10.1.1 The professional archaeological Contractors invited to tender for the work must be able to 

demonstrate within a Project Design that they can provide staffing and expertise with the 
appropriate experience in dealing with archaeology of the type and nature required in this Brief. 

 
10.1.2 Contractors will operate in line with professional guidelines and standards as stated in the 

Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA): 
 

7 Standard & Guidance for the Archaeological Desk-based Assessment (1994, revised 
Sept.2001),  

8 Standard & Guidance for the Archaeological Investigation & Recording of Standing Buildings 
of Structures (1996, revised Sept. 2001) 

9 IFA Code of Conduct (1985, revised Sept. 2002) and  
10 IFA By-Law Code of Approved Practice for the Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in 

Field Archaeology (1990, revised Sept. 2002).  
 
 
10.2 Checking of Project Designs 
 
10.2.1 It is particularly important that all Project Designs, or those which the Client wishes to 

consider, are forwarded to the AO for approval prior to the appointment of a Contractor.  
 
10.2.2 Any changes the AO recommends to a preferred Project Design/s might have financial 

implications for the costing of the archaeological project. Subsequent to approval by the AO and 
appointment of an archaeological Contractor, changes to the Project Design will be discussed 
and agreed in writing by the AO and the archaeological Contractor (See Section 12.3). 

 
 
10.3 Agreement 
 
10.3.1 There must a written archaeological agreement that satisfactorily implements the approved 

format and provides sufficient financial support for all aspects of the work (where relevant) 
including fieldwork, finds processing, conservation, specialist analysis, archiving, cataloguing, 
report work and long-term storage and curation. The archaeological Contractor must confirm in 
writing to the AO that this is in place prior to commencement of work. 

 
 
10.4 Site Access: Health & Safety 
 
10.4.1 The archaeological Contractor will be responsible for ensuring that all works are conducted in 

accordance with a defined Health and Safety Policy. Contractors must observe all current safe 
working practices, whether required by their own policy or those of the principal development 
contractor. (See SCAUM Manual, Health & Safety in Field Archaeology, 1997). 

 
10.4.2 Before commencing work the Contractor must carry out a Risk Assessment and liase with the 

Client/site owner and the AO in ensuring that all potential risks are minimised.  
 
11.  Monitoring 
 
11.1 The work undertaken by the archaeological Contractor, will be monitored under the auspices of 

the Knowsley Conservation Officer (CO) & Merseyside AO (who is responsible for monitoring all 
archaeological work in Merseyside on behalf of the Local Planning Authority). Monitoring will not 
incur charges and includes reviewing site work, the progress of reports, archive preparation and 
final deposition.  

 
11.2 Monitoring of the progress of site works (where taking place) will be programmed into strategic 

stages of the archaeological project, at least at the commencement of the project, mid fieldwork, 
end of CO/AO who will inform the Contractor in advance. The AO may also nominate a 
representative to pay site visits.  
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11.3 Before the commencement of the project the Contractor must inform the AO, in writing, of the 
time-table of proposed works and ensure that the AO must be kept regularly informed about 
developments which affect the timetable during Site and subsequent post-excavation work. 

 
11.4 The AO will be given at least one weeks written notice of commencement of archaeological 

fieldwork. 
 
 
12.  Alterations to Brief 
 
12.1 This brief is valid for three months (from the date below) If not tendered within this period the 

Client will seek confirmation from the AO of its continued validity to the existing Site conditions. 
In addition the following apply: 

 
12.2 Prior to the formal appointment (aforementioned Sec. 10.3) of an archaeological Contractor, the 

Archaeological Officer reserves the right to alter this Brief if additional information comes to light 
that may have a bearing on the scope and methods of work currently required. (e.g. Site 
construction constraints, foundation details etc.) 

 
12.3 After formal appointment, any alterations recommended by the Archaeological Officer which may 

affect the archaeological Contractor's agreed Project Design (whether this is before 
commencement or during the project), will be made in consultation with the archaeological 
Contractor, Client and submitted to the Local Planning Authority. (This does not relate to the 
formal recommendations for further investigation as a result of the findings of the project, for 
which the Archaeological Officer is responsible for advising on behalf of the local Planning 
Authority).  

 
 
 
13.  Key Definitions 
 
Archaeological Officer - Responsible for providing an archaeological curatorial planning service to 
Merseyside districts. Advises on the nature of the work required and monitors projects from 
implementation to completion. 
 
Client - person/group/developer commissioning the archaeological work. 
 
Contractor - archaeological Contractor tendering to carry out the archaeological work and as appointed 
by the Client. 
 
Project Design - written document detailing the proposed work and as provided by a Contractor in line 
with the Written Brief provided by the Archaeological Officer.  
 
 
 
Contacts: 
 
Ms S-J Farr, 
Merseyside Archaeological Officer 
Merseyside Archaeological Service 
Dock Traffic Office 
Albert Dock 
Liverpool L3 4AX  
 
Tel: 0151 478 4258 Fax: 0151 478 4090 
e-mail: sarahjane.farr@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk 
 
 
 
25 April 2008 

mailto:sarahjane.farr@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
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1. Introduction and Non-Technical Summary 
1.1 National Museums Liverpool Field Archaeology Unit (NMLFAU) have been 

approached by Sheila Berry to carry out an archaeological watching brief at Carr 
House Farm Barn, Whiston, Knowsley.  The investigations are being undertaken in 
accordance with an archaeological condition on planning permission for the 
conversion of the barn. 

1.2 No brief was received for the project, though this project design has been produced 
according to Liverpool Museum’s procedures. This document will be agreed with 
Sarah Jane Farr, Archaeological Officer, Merseyside Archaeological Service (MAS) 
before the commencement of on site works. 

1.3 A desk-based assessment and building recording undertaken by NMLFAU (Adams 
2008) found that the barn formed part of a complex of buildings documented since 
the 16th century.  The barn is a typical Lancashire Barn and dates to 1819 and is of a 
single phase of construction.  However, it contains two datestones, one of 1506 and 
one of 1658, reused from earlier buildings. The roof timbers exhibited extensive signs 
of use from earlier buildings. Internally the barn had been extensively modified in the 
late 20th century and the floor levels reduced in the central range.  However, there 
remains some potential for undisturbed deposits in the two end bays and in the 
adjacent track and farmyard.   

1.4 This document defines the areas to be investigated and the methodologies to be 
used.  

2. The Development Area 
2.1 The farm is located off Windy Arbour Road, Whiston, Knowsley, L35 1RA at NGR SJ 

4646 8982 (Fig. 1). The barn is a listed building Grade II (ref: 436692) & is also on the 
Merseyside HER (ref 4689-013).  The building consists of a single one-storey and 
two-storey set of barns with yard and outbuildings to the rear.  

3. Geology 
3.1 The solid geology for this site has not been determined but is likely to be red 

sandstone or Coal Measures sealed by deposits of Glacial Drift (Boulder Clay). 

4. Archaeological and Historical Background 
4.1  Superficially the barn is of limited interest, and in general is in a poor condition, 

retaining few of its original features.  The threshing floors and haylofts have been 
removed from the central bay and all of the other rooms have been modified at some 
time. However detailed examination shows that it has a number of features which 
have wider implications for the archaeology of Carr House Farm.  

4.2 One curious detail of the site is its situation, immediately by one of the entrances to 
Halsnead Park, the Lodge c. 20 m east of the farmhouse would have been the 
residence of one of the gatekeepers to the park.  This situation squeezes Carr House 
Farm onto a narrow strip of land between the park and Windy Arbour Lane and would 
seem to suggest that the park boundary was either moved westwards or laid out after 
the establishment of Carr House Farm in the early 16th century. 

4.3 In terms of its design Carr House Farm Barn is an example of a Georgian 
‘Combination’ or ‘Lancashire’ barn, a building type found on farms across Lancashire, 
Merseyside, and Cheshire. Some care was clearly taken with its design, the east, 
west and south facing elevations being designed to enhance the approach to Carr 
House Farm and the Halsnead Park Estate to the east. The best evidence for the 
date of its construction is the datestone above one of the doors which dates it to 
1819.  The initials RWC are of Richard Willis and his wife Catherine who owned the 
Halsnead estate from 1790 to1837.  
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4.4 Lancashire Barns usually consist of a conventional hand flail threshing barn with an 
integrated cow house and loft. However, this example diverges from the normal 
pattern in that the cow-house (Room R1) is entered from the side elevation, rather 
than three doors on a gable end. In addition there is only one large threshing door 
D7, it is common for barns of this date and earlier to have opposed threshing doors to 
allow chaff to be blown out during winnowing.  This was probably at least in part a 
result of architectural considerations which required that the elevation facing the 
approach to Halsnead Park be designed with a single small door to the barn. 
However, this approach was permitted by the introduction of machine threshing and 
winnowing in the late 18th century which meant that the through draft created by 
opposing threshing doors was no longer required.  

4.5 The first floor at the eastern end is a later addition, but given that the style of the new 
masonry is so similar to the original 1819 build it is likely that this addition was made 
relatively quickly, perhaps within 20 years. This is because the masonry in that 
section of the elevation and window W10 is very similar in character to that elsewhere 
in the building. The masonry of the eastern byre (Room R4) is contiguous with that to 
the east which shows that this was built with the rest of the barn.  

4.6 The trusses and purlins used to construct the roofs of the central and western bays 
are formed with reused timbers from an earlier building.  The evidence for this 
consists of a number of redundant mortice holes and other joints. The layout of some 
joints suggests that they originally formed part of wider roof trusses, though the use of 
iron bolts to secure the kingposts against lifting only appears in vernacular buildings 
from the 19th century.  This and the empty mortice holes on the principal rafters show 
that the trusses at least were modified and adapted to fit the new barn, which was 
probably narrower than the structure from which the trusses were taken. Much of the 
carpentry is rather crude, the purlins in particular are very crudely worked and 
finished, which suggests the use of green timber, a characteristic of medieval and 
early post-medieval carpentry.  Some trusses retain traces of adze marks on at least 
one surface which would support a late medieval or early post-medieval date, as do 
the marks from a pit saw on a third.  The use of trenched through purlins, a carpentry 
technique outmoded by the post-medieval period suggests that they retain much of 
their original form. The roof structure at Tarbock Hall barn is very similar but has yet 
to be recorded in detail (R. Cowell pers. comm.).  Assigning a date to such timbers is 
difficult, but there is nothing which need be inconsistent with the datestones of 1506 
and 1658 which suggests that the timbers and datestones may have derived from the 
same building or buildings. 

4.7 Two datestones of 1506 and 1658 are clearly reused from earlier buildings, possibly 
those from which at least some of the roof timbers were derived.  

4.8 The datestone on the west facing gable is badly eroded and virtually illegible. 
However, three letters G or C, P and H, with the P set centrally above the others, and 
all set within a recessed triangle can be made out.  Set below is a date within a 
recessed rectangular cartouche which reads either 1506 or 1606. Unfortunately the 
second number is the most badly eroded, though the use of a horizontal bar for the 
upper element, in contrast to a sloping bar on the final 6, suggests that the earlier 
date is more likely. To a certain degree this is supported by the documentary 
evidence, James Pemberton held Halsnead in 1502 and it is possible that Carr House 
Farm was one of the ‘…other … tenements…’ mentioned in the plea of that date. 
However, the initials do not tally with James Pemberton or with any of the witnesses 
named on the plea of 1502.  George Pemberton is mentioned in the grant of the 
manor from Randle Culcheth to John Pemberton dated May 1490. George is listed as 
one of John’s sons, probably the second because he is listed after James, and it is 
likely that he is the ‘G P’ on this datestone, the ‘H’ being his wife. This is perhaps 
consistent with Carr House being the residence of a second son. The sale of 1655 
confirms that at least some of the Pembertons lived at Carr House Farm.  

4.9 The second datestone is in a much better condition and carries the date 1658 below 
the initials G A P, the G P must relate to the Gerard Potter who purchased the farm in 
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1655. The A presumably refers to his wife, possibly Ann as this name was given to 
his eldest daughter who is mentioned in the lease of 1694 (it was common practise in 
the 17th century for eldest children to be given the same Christian name as a parent). 

4.10 Although clearly not in situ these datestones provide an interesting insight into the 
history of the farm. If the correlations with the documentary evidence given above are 
correct it is possible that the datestone of 1506 relates to the establishment of Carr 
House Farm by George Pemberton and was part of the house constructed by 
Pemberton.  There is also a remarkable fit between the 1658 datestone, the 
datestone of 1660 on the house and the sale of Carr House to the Potters in 1655 
and it is likely that the former relates to a structure constructed by Gerard Potter, 
possibly a barn replaced by the present structure.  

4.11 Because the floor in the central bay has been reduced in level it is unlikely that any 
significant below ground deposits survive in that area.  However, there is evidence 
that the original floors survive in the eastern and western bays and it is possible that 
undisturbed archaeological deposits survive in these areas.  Externally the potential 
for undisturbed deposits is greater given that the farm is documented from at least the 
mid 17th century and is likely to have origins in the early 16th century or earlier. 

5. Areas of Archaeological Potential 
5.1 Much of the interior of the barn has already been extensively disturbed.  The only 

areas likely to retain undisturbed deposits are the eastern and western bays (Fig. 2). 
Externally the approach from Windy Arbour Lane and the yard to the north of the barn 
potentially retain undisturbed archaeological deposits. 

6. Aims and Objectives 
6.1 The objective of the watching brief is, where possible, to identify and record the 

presence/absence, nature, extent, and date of any archaeological deposits or 
features which are disturbed or revealed during the construction of the proposed 
development.   

6.2   This involves monitoring the excavation of external service trenches and reductions in 
ground level in the yard north of the barn and in the two end bays. The project also 
includes provision for recording roof timbers not directly accessible during building 
recording. 

7. Methodology 
7.1 All work shall be carried out in accordance with the Standard and Guidance for 

Archaeological Watching Briefs produced by the Institute of Field Archaeologists 
(1999) and with the IFA Code of Conduct. 

7.2 Monitoring will be undertaken in the locations specified and agreed with the MAS.  

7.3 An archaeologist should be present on site as necessary and appropriate to monitor 
all excavation and/or soil disturbance. The archaeologist will monitor the area as 
groundworks proceed, and will, where possible and practicable, view any available 
trench sections after excavation is completed. 

7.4 NMLFAU will record the date, time and duration of all visits and the nature and extent 
of the works being monitored. 

7.5. If archaeological features or deposits are identified the area should be rapidly 
cleaned.  The archaeological sub-contractor will be allowed sufficient time, where 
required, to record any archaeological deposits identified.  This stoppage time will be 
a minimum of 2 hours and to a maximum of 8 hours.    

7.6. The Archaeological Officer at MAS will be notified by NMLFAU immediately 
significant/extensive archaeology is uncovered by the watching brief.  
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7.7. Any archaeological deposits/features identified will be hand excavated in an 
archaeologically controlled and stratigraphic manner sufficient to meet the aims and 
objectives of the investigation. 

7.8. The areas of excavation/ground disturbance (even if they reveal no archaeological 
features) will be recorded on a suitable base map/development plan and the 
stratigraphy and depth of the excavation will be recorded. 

7.9. A full written, drawn and photographic record will be made of all archaeological 
features. Hand drawn plans and sections of features will be produced at an 
appropriate scale (normally 1:20 for plans and 1:10 for sections). Drawings will 
include spot heights relative to Ordnance Datum in metres, correct to two decimal 
places.  

7.10. Digital and monochrome negative photographs will be taken at a minimum format of 
35mm as required. In addition to records of archaeological features, a number of 
general site photographs will also be taken to give an overview of the site and the 
scope of the works taking place. 

7.11. All non-modern artefacts will be retained.  If appropriate all ‘small finds’ will be 
recorded three dimensionally.  Bulk finds will be collected by context.  Finds will be 
treated in accordance with the English Heritage guidance document ‘A strategy for 
the care and investigation of finds’ (1995) and stored in controlled conditions where 
appropriate.  All artefacts will be retained, cleaned, labelled and stored as detailed in 
the guidelines of the IFA. Conservation, if required, will be undertaken by approved 
conservators. United Kingdom Institute for Conservation (UKIC) guidelines will apply 
(UKIC 1998). All ferrous objects and a selection of non-ferrous objects (including all 
coins) will be x-rayed. 

7.12. Should significant archaeological deposits be encountered an appropriate soil 
sampling strategy will be implemented in accordance with Centre for Archaeology 
Guidelines (English Heritage 2002).  

7.13. Should human remains be discovered during the course of the excavations the 
remains will be covered and protected and left in situ in the first instance. The 
removal of human remains will only take place in accordance with the appropriate 
Home Office and Environmental Health regulations and the Burial Act 1857 and 
Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act, 1981. In such an event the contractor will 
notify MAS immediately. 

7.14. Any artefacts which are recovered that fall within the scope of the Treasure Act 1997 
will be reported to H. M. Coroner.  Where removal cannot take place on the same 
working day as discovery, suitable security will be taken to protect the finds from theft. 

7.15. The intention of the watching brief is not to delay unduly the work of other contractors 
on site. NMLFAU will make every reasonable effort to complete archaeological 
excavation and recording works without impacting upon the programme of other site 
contractors.  

 

9. Reporting 
9.1 Immediately after the completion of fieldwork the finds and samples will be processed 

(cleaned and marked) as appropriate.  Each category of find or environmental 
material will be examined by a suitably qualified archaeologist or specialist.  The 
integrity of the site archive should be curated and maintained. 
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9.2 An assessment report will be submitted as soon as possible after completion of 
fieldwork.  The report will include the following: 

 a non-technical summary 
 site location 
 archaeological and historical background 
 methodology 
 aims and objectives 
 results (to include full description, assessment of condition, quality and 

significance of the remains) 
 an appraisal of the results within their local, regional and national context 
 publication proposals if warranted 
 archive storage and curation 
 general and detailed plans showing the location of the stripped areas 

accurately positioned on an OS base map (to a known scale) 
 detailed plans and sections as appropriate (to a known scale) 
 a cross-referenced index of the project archive 

9.3 One copy of the complete report will be submitted to the client as a draft. 

9.4 Five bound copies, one unbound copy and a digital version of the report and 
illustrations will be required within one week of the receipt of the clients comments on 
the draft report. (Digital text to be in Microsoft Word format and illustrations in 
AutoCAD and/or PDF format). 

9.5 NMLFAU will submit a copy of the report to the Archaeological Officer for MAS for 
deposition in the Merseyside SMR. 

 

10. Publication 
10.1 Provision should be made for the publication of the results in an appropriate 

archaeological journal, if of regional or national significance.   

10.2 A summary of findings will be submitted to the regional Council for British 
Archaeology group, CBA North West (c/o Dr. M. Nevell, UMAU, University of 
Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 9PL who will provide a pro-forma sheet). 

11. Archive Preparation and Deposition 
11.1 The archive of finds and records generated during the fieldwork will be kept secure at 

all stages of the project.  All records and materials produced will be quantified, 
ordered, indexed and internally consistent.  The archive will be produced to the 
standards outlined by English Heritage 1991, Appendix 3;  

11.2 The archaeological sub-contractor shall, prior to the start of fieldwork, liase with the 
appropriate museum, in this instance Liverpool Museum, National Museums and 
Galleries on Merseyside, to obtain agreement in principle to accept the archive for 
long term storage and curation. The sub-contractor shall be responsible for identifying 
any specific requirements or policies of the museum in respect of the archive 
(National Museums Liverpool (NML) Guidelines on the Deposition of Archaeological 
Archives), and for adhering to those requirements. 

11.3 The deposition of the archive forms the final stage of the project. The archaeological 
sub-contractor shall provide copies of the communication with the recipient museum 
and written confirmation of the deposition of the archive.  The archive will be 
presented to the Archive Curator within 12 months of completion of the fieldwork, 
unless alternative arrangements have been agreed.   
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12. Monitoring 
12.1 NMLFAU will liase with the Merseyside Archaeological Service to inform them of the 

commencement of site works and to offer them the opportunity to visit and monitor 
the work in progress. 

13. Confidentiality and Publicity 
13.1 The archaeological contractor will not disseminate information or images associated 

with the project for publicity or information purposes without the prior written consent 
of the client. 

14. Copyright 
14.1 Copyright in all reports and documentation/images produced as part of this project to 

reside with National Museums Liverpool who retain the right to be identified as the 
author/originator of the material. This applies to all archaeological aspects of the 
project. 

14.3 The results of the archaeological work will be submitted to the clients and Merseyside 
Archaeological Service by NMLFAU and will ultimately be made available for public 
access.  

15. Resources and Timetable 
15.1 All archaeological personnel involved in the project will be suitably qualified and 

experienced professionals.  
15.2 The timetable for the work will be dependant upon the geo-technical and 

groundworks contractors programme.  

16. Insurances and Health and Safety 
16.1 NMLFAU is covered by public and professional indemnity insurance. 

16.2 NMLFAU has its own Health and Safety policy compiled using national guidelines and 
which conform to all relevant Health and Safety legislation. A copy of the Health and 
Safety policy may be submitted to the client in advance of fieldwork. 

16.3 NMLFAU will undertake a risk assessment detailing project specific Health and Safety 
requirements. The risk assessment shall be submitted to the client and MAS in 
advance of commencement of site work.  Health and Safety will take priority over 
archaeological issues. 

16.4 The archaeological sub-contractor will familiarise themselves with, and comply with, 
the Health and Safety requirements of the principal contractor on site.  
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 Fig. 1. Site Location. Not to scale 
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