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ART. X I I.—A Anglo-Saxon Inscription at Drawdykes Castle. 
By the Rev. John Maughan, Rector of Bewcastle. 

Read at Nether Denton, June 23rd, 1868. MR. CARR, of Hedgely, Alnwick, in a letter to Mr. 
MAUGHAN, had expressed .an opinion that the characters 

are Anglo-Saxon Romanesque, such as were used in the later 
Saxon period ; and he conjectured the meaning of it to be 
" Be all men nigh the ministrations of Christ's Church,"—no 
inappropriate inscription on the wall of a Saxon Church. 
But after examining the inscription and reading Mr. Carr's 
paper, Mr. Maughan had come to the conclusion that the in-
scription was of later date than that assigned to it by Mr. Carr, 
and had a memorial reference to Alan de Peniton who was a 
burgess of Carlisle .and mayor in the year 1287. In 1282, 
wrote Mr. Maughan, we have a record of his having assisted 
Edward I. with a loan for his wars in Wales. The Penningtons 
(or de Penningtons) were an ancient and celebrated family in 
the west of Cumberland, and Alan was a common family name. 
Many of them were engaged in border warfare. They for-
merly wrote their name de Penitone, or de Penitona. The 
monogram B may stand for BID--pray thou for the soul 
ALINAI DE PENITONA—of Alan de Peniton. B may 
also perhaps have been intended for BECN—becon, or grave-
stone — which may have been a well-known formula for 
memorial stones. The monogram C. K. might represent 
conjux karissima, " his most affectionate wife (dedicates this). 
The expression conjux karissima occurs in the large Roman 
inscription which is built into the south wall of the castle; and 
as both stones possibly came from Carlisle, the expression 
might readily suggest itself to the writer of the later legend. 
The letters C. K. might also stand for conjugis karissimae, 
" pray for the souls of Alan de Peniton and his very dear 
wife." The oblong figures in which B. and C. K. are inserted 
might be intended to represent the graves in which the bodies 
were deposited. 	C. K. might also stand for conservet kristus 
—" Christ preserve him." It is possible that A Ian de Peniton, 
the Mayor of Carlisle, may have been buried in the cemetery 
attached to the Blackfriars convent near Carlisle. The build-
ing and site, including of course the burial ground, are supposed 
to have been granted to the Aglionby family, and it was 

probably 
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probably here that Camden saw the Roman inscription which is 
now in the south wall of Drawdykes Castle, having been placed 
there by John Aglionby, who may have transferred this grave-
stone and some other stones at the same time, considering  
them all as objects of curiosity and worthy to be preserved. 
John Aglionby was a clever man and a good scholar. In and 
near the Nunnery we find many inscribed stones which he 
placed there. He also built one of the monuments on Burgh 
Marsh to mark the spot where Edward I died 	We may 
therefore pardonably assume that he may have attached a 
special value to this stone, conceiving it to be a record of the 
Mayor of Carlisle, or at least one of the Penningtons, with 
whom he may have been connected. 

ART. XIII.—Lanercost Priory. By Richard S. Ferguson 
and Charles J. Ferguson. 

Read at Lanercost. 

THE generally received local histories tell us that William 
the Conqueror, when he parcelled out England among 

his followers, bestowed the whole county of Cumberland upon 
Ranulph de Meschines, or Di Micenis, the husband of his 
niece, and appointed him Earl of Carlisle or Cumberland. 
They then go on to say that the Earl, thus enriched and 
appointed, in accordance with the system of feudal tenures 
then customary, divided out his Earldom into eleven baronies, 
one of which—name ly the Barony of Gilsland—he gave unto 
a relotive of his, Hubert de Valibus, or Vaux. The local 
histories further say that the previous possessor of the Barony 
of Gilsiand, or at all events of large estates in the territory 
thus made into the Barony of Gilsland, was one Beuth, either 
an Anglo-Saxon, or as his name may seem to indicate, one of 
the many Norwegians who had settled in the northern counties 
of England. The stronghold of this Beuth was at a place 
called Castle Steads, which had formerly been, under the name 
of Petriana, a fortified station on the Roman Wall, overlooking 
the then wild valley of the Irthing, and within a short distance 
of the place where the great Roman Road, known as " The 
Maiden Way," crossed the wall. This Beuth had also estates 

in 
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