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Church contains several monuments of note. The most 
interesting is not at present in situ, but we hope that we may 
soon see it restored to its place. It is described in Jefferson's 
Leath Ward as a fine alabaster altar tomb, on which recline 
two knights, the elder one in plate armour, without a helmet, 
the younger under a canopy, in plate armour, pointed helmet, 
and mail gorget, having a lion at his feet. His head rests on 
a cushion, supported by small female figures. The ancient 
altar stone still remains at the west end of the church. The 
bells are ancient and of great interest. One of the chief 
glories of Greystoke was its stained glass, of which the broken 
fragments, so judiciously collected in the east window, even 
now put to the blush any modern glass. Since its collegiate 
days, Greystoke Church has undergone many alterations. In 
Bishop Nicolson's time the church is stated to be in a very 
bad state of repair. In 1817 the tower was re-built, and in 
1818 some extensive repairs were made. The piers of the nave 
arcade were ail renewed, and Jefferson states were heightened 
considerably. In 1848, the chancel was re-built by the 
munificence of Mr. Howard. 

ART. X X X IX .—Greystoke Church, Descriptive : its Vestry or 
Reclusorium, and its Monuments. By the Rev. T. Lees, of 
Wreay. 

Given at Greystoke, August 15th, 1873. 

ON the occasion of the Society's visit to Greystoke, the party 
alighted at the entrance leading to the rectory, and under 

the guidance of the Rev. T. Lees, of Wreay, proceeded to the 
churchyard. Mr. Lees gave an interesting description of the 
exterior and interior of the building, of which the following is a 
summary. He pointed out a corpse path and an ancient well, 
in the field at the north side of the church, which is called the 
" Spillers," no doubt from suicides, those who have " spilt " 
themselves being buried on that side. The ancient bridge and 
sanctuary stone on the road leading to the village, the founda-
tions of the ancient college and old rectory, and the traces of 
terraces in the field south-east of the church, were next 
alluded to. The old college building seems to have been pulled 

down, 
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down, and the old rectory built in 1702-3, in Dr. Gibbon's time; 
several entries are made in the register as to the progress of the 
work. A staircase from the old rectory (which was pulled down 
in Canon Percy's time) is now put up in the saddle-room of the 
stables at the new rectory.  The great slate slab, forming a 
bridge across the adjoining stream, was pointed out as well 
worthy of notice. Foundations of buildings, probably anchor-
holds or "reclusoria," were found in constructing vaults, in the 
churchyard at the north side of the church. This portion, as 
appears from the register, was used for the burial of suicides 
and mad folk, and a great prejudice even now exists against 
burial here. Some of the stones in the external walls of the 
church have evidently had brasses affixed when used in some 
other part of an earlier building. Over the exterior doorway 
of the south porch is a niche for the statute of St. Andrew, 
the patron, and by the side of the porch rude stone seats are 
placed. The massive north door was examined with much 
interest by several of the visitors. Tradition says that it was 
fired at by stragglers from the Stuart army in 1745,  and two 
bullet holes made in it. As it was at that time painted white 
it would offer a fair target for them as they entered the village. 
The lock in this door, which is very large, was like the 
one at Dacre, given by the famous Countess of Pembroke. 
The Dacre lock was also of great size, and bore the initials 
A.P., and the date 1671.* The present font was put up in 
1705; the ancient one is now in Matterdale Churchyard. On 
the pavement close to the wall, at the north side of the door 
from the nave to the belfry, is an old altar stone, marked with 
the usual crosses as emblems of the Five Wounds. Several 
piscinæ may still be noticed, notwithstanding the whitewash, 
denoting the positions of various chapels. Externally in the 
south aisle appears a walled up door, which might be the 
Canon's door, or lead to a reclusorium, or perhaps was a 
" porta santa." Under the great window in the east wall of 
the south transept the Mary altar would stand, and mention is 
made in the registers of a step (probably the foot pace) ex-
isting formerly where the Huddleston vault now is. The Four-
teen men have a seat here. There is a glazed lychnoscope from 
the vestry to this transept, and one from the transept to the 
choir is said to have been built up at the last restoration. A 

* Mr. Lees explained that up to within a very recent period the church door was 
wont to be ornamented with foxes' and ravens' heads, the sum of 3s. 4d. for the former 
and 4d. for the latter, being paid for their destruction. 

door 

 
tcwaas_001_1870_vol1_0041



Greystoke Church, Descriptive. 	 325 

door and winding staircase led from the north transept to the 
roof loft. The base of an ancient pillar, or perhaps of St. 
Andrew's altar, against the east wall of the north transept is 
said never to be dry. The church has been originally cruciform ; 
the chancel arch is part of the original structure, and from its 
depression, seems to indicate that it had formerly helped to 
support a central tower. The choir screen shows signs of 
colour. Some of the misereres under the choir stalls are very 
curiously carved. One of these, " the pelican in her piety," 
was for many years used as a sign of an inn near the church, 
which from this circumstance derives its modern name " The 
Pelican," originally it was the " Mason Arms." The finials 
to the seats are also curious. The sacrarium, as usual in 
collegiate churches, is of great width, and the piscina and 
sedilia at the south end are worth notice. The fine eastern 
stained glass window is made up principally of fragments, 
representing, in the lower compartments, episodes in the life of 
St. Andrew, the patron saint. A mitred head pierced by a 
sword appears in one part, and this most probably is intended 
for St. Thomas a Becket, to whom one of the chantries was 
dedicated. The " red devil " in the window is unique in 
colour.* 

The Vestry seems to have been at one time an anchorhold 
or reclusorium, as it presents several characteristics of such a 
dwelling. The Bavarian rule for recluses, given by Fosbrooke, 
describes the plan of such a cell. It was to be twelve feet 
long, and the same breadth, and was to have three windows, 
one towards the choir of the church to which it was attached, 
and through which the inmate might receive the Blessed 
Sacrament; another on the opposite side through which he 
could receive food, and communicate with the outer world, and 
a third to give light, and this was to be closed with glass or 
horn. The vestry differs from this description in being rather 
larger, and having a room over it (it is twelve feet three 
inches by eighteen feet nine inches) having three windows 
besides the glazed lychnoscope; and, evidently, formerly an 
altar of which the piscina now remains. From this we may 
conclude that the Recluse was a priest ; Inclusi in Holy 
Orders celebrated low masses. In the east wall is also a 
small niche for a lamp or statute. Two " Reclusi " or " Inclusi " 
appear sometimes to have dwelt together, and such may have 

* There is a similarly coloured devil at St. Mary Ottery, Devon, 
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been the case here, one living in the chamber, and the other 
in the vestry ; and the lychnoscope would accommodate both. 

'In a paper entitled " Churchyard Anchorholds," by the 
Rev. E. L. Cutts, (published in the Churchman's Family 
Magazine vol. ii) there is a most interesting summary of 
information on this subject. The following extract seems 
applicable to the case before us. 

" One such anchorhold remains in a literally unchanged con-
" dition at Rettendon, Essex. It is a stone building of the 
"fourteenth century, two floor high, adjoining the north side of 
" the church ; the lower floor is entered by a rather elaborately 
" moulded doorway from the chancel. This floor is now used as 
"a vestry, and is lighted by a modern window broken through 
" the east wall, but it is described as having been formerly a 
" dark room, and there is no trace of any original window : in 
" the north wall towards the east is a bracket such as would 
" hold a small statute or lamp. In the west side of this room, 
" on the left, immediately on entering it from the chancel, is 
"the door of a stone winding stair built up in the nave aisle, 
" which gives access to the upper story. This upper room 
" agrees very exactly with the description of a recluse's cell." 

Mr. Bloxam, in a paper read before the Lincoln Archæo-
logical Society in 1853, mentions similar reclusoria at Clifton 
Campville, Staffordshire, Chipping Norton, Oxon, Warrington, 
Warwickshire. 

The chamber above may have been for a chantry priest, 
church watcher, or sacristan, if not a reclusorium. 

MONUMENTS. 
In the south aisle. A monument to Alan Smalwood, said 

to have been removed from the north side of the altar. Also 
a brass to Miles Halton. 

South transept. The brasses in this transept are those of 
Wm. Bewley, and Esabell Whitlay his daughter; small figure 
brasses of Rycha Newport, Wenefride Newport, and John 
Whelpdall formerly master of the college, and a plain brass of 
Alexander Dawson " Regester of Radii." 

Nave. Under the boarding of the seat immediately north 
of the reading desk is a small figure brass of Margaret wife of 
James Moresby. This was Margaret Tilliol. 

Choir. On the floor in the midst of the chancel is the brass 
of " William le bone Baron " who died at Brancepeth Castle, 
and was buried here with great state in 1359. 

To 
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To the east of this and near the steps of the sacrarium is a 
brass in memory of Thomas Eglisfelde and Walter Readmain. 
At the north end of the sacrarium is an incised slab, in memory 
of " Johes Codam Baro : de Graystok," last of the first House, 
who died in 1305. 

CHANTRIES. 
They were six, each served by a priest of its own. They 

were in honour of St. Andrew, St. Mary, St. John Baptist, 
St. Katherine, St. Thomas the Martyr, (à Becket) and St. 
Peter. We may conclude that the Mary chapel was at the east 
side of the south transept and St. Andrew's at the east side 
of the north transept. The position of the other four cannot 
now be identified. 

NOTE BY EDITOR.—The spelling of "Greystoke" is that now generally and 
authoritatively (i.e., by the parish and local authorities) adopted. In an article on 
Heraldry I adopted the spelling employed in a grant of arms made by one of the early 
barons, and a third, but accidental, variation appears on the plan of the church which 
accompanies these papers. 

ART. XL.—Catterlen Hall. By Michael W. Taylor, M.D., 
Penrith. 

Read at Catterlen Hall, August 15th, 1873. 

THERE is that strong Keltic ring in the sound of the word 
Catterlen, that we are prompted to appeal to Gaelic ethno-

graphers for its derivation. Accordingly, they tell us, that 
the name is derived from the two Hiberno-Keltic words, 
ceather, the quadrangle, and camel, of the marsh or river-side 
ground. 

The township and the bank on which this fortalice of 
Catterlen stands, are encompassed on the west, south, and east, 
by a bend of the river, Petteril, (Pedrogyl), before it enters 
its own proper valley, where assumes a straight northward 
course to Carlisle. In the elbow thus formed by the river 
through the land at Kettleside, (Ceather), there is much low 
marshy ground. 

That the country around this place, was extensively occupied 
by Keltic tribes, is evinced by the remains still existent, of 
the habitancy of an early people. These relics are scattered here 
and there, in the parish of Newton Reigny, just over Petteril; 
i.e.,—a camp adjoining the village,—an earthern barrow at 
Mossthorn,—a buried stone circle at the Riggs,—remnants 

of 
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of stone sepulchral rings at Sewborrens,—detached boulder 
stones,—probably forming part of a stone avenue, leading from 
Newton through Sewborrens, on the line of way to the river 
Eamont, towards the ford at Yanwath 

The Roman occupation of this district is marked by the 
fine remains about three miles below, on the bank of the 
Petteril, of the camp of Voreda, or Old Penrith and by the 
existence of a Roman road from that camp, through Penrith 
to Brougham, or Brovacum. 

The Angle and Saxon dominion has left an indelible stamp 
in the names of the adjoining townships and places ; as shewn 
by such Saxon words, as, Newton, Stainton, Plumpton, 
Hutton, Skelton, Newbiggin, Riggs, Kelbarrow, Thorn-
barrow, &c. 

We find that at the time of the Norman Conquest, these 
lands of Catterlen were in the possession of the Saxon Haldan, 
and that Hubert de Vallibus, or of Gilsland, a Norman 
follower of the despotic William, wrested the manor from 
Willifred the son of the Saxon Thane. Henry I. regranted 
and confirmed to the said Hubert, and his heirs, besides the 
barony of Gilsland, (the spoliation of a Saxon noble, one 
Beuth), other manors, and amongst them, "Kaderleng cum 
" molindino quod Uchtredus filius Haldani tenuit." 

So was this manor of Catterlen apportioned to a branch of 
the great family of De Vallibus or Vaulx, which family during 
the reigns of the Norman Kings, and to the end of the reign 
of Henry III., possessed paramount power and influence, not 
only in Cumberland as barons of Gilsland, but also in other 
parts of the kingdom. 

Catterlen Hall, like many other mediæval mansion houses 
in the northern counties, is a building of a very composite 
structure, and the marks of the additions and alterations that 
have been successively made, may be readily detected. 

You can trace three epochs of architecture. The pile 
occupying the northern end of the range of buildings, probably 
stood alone for a century. It is a border Pele tower, similar 
in construction to many others in the district; it is not a very 
early tower, the date may be about the middle of the fifteenth 
century. To this, in the sixteenth century, were added the 
hall and kitchen ; and again in the middle of the seventeenth 
century, the more imposing buildings approached by the flight 
of steps which proceed at a right angle from the southern face. 
Let us examine these in detail. 

First, 
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First, the Pele tower. This, in all its essential arrange-
ments, is of the same type which characterizes the Pele towers 
in the neighbouring districts, and those of the Scottish border. 
In its dimensions it is smaller, (it is 30½ feet long and 19½ broad 
at base), than most of them. The masonry is not quite so 
good as in the towers of Yanwath and Askham. The Pele 
consists of a basement story, containing one low barrel-vaulted 
apartment, now appropriated as a dairy. In this there are 
square narrow openings, enlargements of the old loopholes, 
widely splayed inside. The walls are four feet thick. In the 
south-west angle there is the low pointed arched doorway of 
the newel staircase, which leads to the upper floors and battle-
ments. In the upper apartments, the thickness of the wall is 
not sufficient to contain the stair, so that the circumference 
of the well encroaches on the angle of the apartments. 

The first story is occupied by one room—The Solar or King's 
Chamber,—dimensions, twenty-three by thirteen feet—attached 
to which is a very small closet. The chief light in this chamber 
is the window on the east front; it consists of two lights, 
with pointed arches, plain, with chamfered edge and without 
mouldings. Over the arch is a label moulding, enclosing a 
square frame, panelled ; and in the spandrels are three shields, 
two plain, and the central one bearing the coat of the Vaulx 
of Catterlen. 

The roof of this and flooring of upper chamber are gone, 
but at the height of some feet the corbels which supported 
them remain. The walls retain the original plaster, which 
probably was covered with fresco paintings. 

The chamber above is the ladies' chamber. This is lighted 
by two windows, one on the east and one on the north face of 
tower. The windows are each of two lights, separated by a 
mullion. They have pointed arches, with a pierced cinquefoil 
at the head, enriched with cusps, deeply recessed, with mould-
ings. The original iron grilles across the casements remain. 
The newel stair issues on the roof under a pent-house at the 
south-west angle. 

The parapet of the roof is about six feet high, and 
crenellated. There are six embrasures on two sides and four 
on the shorter sides. The dimensions inside the parapet are 
twenty-seven by eighteen feet. Projecting from the cornice 
under the battlement on the northern and eastern aspects of 
the tower, there remain the waterspouts or gurgoyles ; these 

RR 	 are 
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are made to resemble cannons, a device that has been assumed 
in the waterspouts of the tower of Kirk-Andrews-on-Esk, and 
was a fashion in some Scottish Pele. 

Here, at Catterlen, as at the towers of Yanwath, Sock-
bridge, Clifton, Hutton John, Hutton Hall, and many other 
instances, it had become a matter of necessity to provide extra 
accommodation for the increasing requirements and progress 
of the age. Hence, we find that in the course of the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries, ranges of buildings were added to one 
end of the tower. 

Here, at Catterlen, this addition is in the form of a long 
two-storied building, about twenty-two yards long, containing, 
on the ground floor, a hall and kitchen : and sleeping apart-
ments on the upper stories. As we find by the inscription 
over the doorway, it was built by Rowland Vaux, in 1577. 
This is the principal doorway on the east front. It is flat 
headed and surmounted by the usual square label or dripstone, 
of the Elizabethan period. The inscribed stone stands above 
the lintel, and is protected by a projecting label and square 
frame work. When Machel wrote his MSS., about the year 
1690, he says ; that over the old kitchen door at Catterlen 
hall, were the arms of Vaux in a roundel, viz., or, a fess 
checky or and gules, between Three garbs gules, branded or. 
With this legend round in old characters ; 

Let merry and faithfulness never gone from the. 

and underneath, 

At this time is Rowland vaux lord of this place, 
and builded this house in the year of God, 1587. 

With the letters R. V. A. V., viz.: Rowland Vaux, Anne 
Vaux, the name of his wife, who was daughter of a Salkeld. 

Now, as pointed out to me by Mr. R. S. Ferguson, Machel 
is incorrect in his description of the arms over the doorway at 
Catterlen. They are correctly expressed in Whelan's Cum-
berland, p. 584, and in Jefferson's Leath Ward, pp. 149 and 
496. 

They 
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They are as follows : 
A fess cheeky betwixt six garbs, (VAULX OF CATTERLEN), 

quartering, a cross flory, (DELAMORE OF CUMBERLAND). 
Neither Jefferson nor Whelan knew the name of the 

quartered arms, but by a reference to St. George's visitation, 
it is found, that William le Vaulx married Isabella, heiress of 
Delamore, in the twentieth year of Edward IV., and the arms 
of Vaux and Delamore are there given as over the doorway at 
Catterlen. The arms on the tower are those of Vaux alone.* 

The chimneypiece in the hall is characteristic—it is a flat 
segmental arch, stretching across two-thirds of the ,room, 
inclosing a nook within which half-a-dozen persons might cozily 
be seated. The windows of this part of the building are all of 
the same character, square-headed with square labels, divided 
into two and three lights by plain mullions, and with round 
segmental arches. The hall, now split up by partitions, origin-
ally occupied the whole breadth of the building. It was well 
lighted by the windows on each side. The roof is low, and is 
particularly deserving of notice. It is a flat timber roof, ribbed 
and panelled, of good workmanship, but without much orna-
mentation or carving. It is of the Tudor period, a style which 
preceded the ornamented and moulded plaster ceilings which 
were introduced into the north of England in Elizabeth's reign, 
and in the succeeding reigns, of which you have examples at 
the halls of Yanwath, Little Strickland, Hartsop, Sockbridge, 
Hornby, &c. 

In the sixteenth century, the old feudal custom was still 
maintained for the lord and his guests to dine in the hall in 
common with his vassals and retainers, who depended upon 
him for their food and housing. But after this period a vast 
change was in progress in regard to the domestic relations 
existing between the lord and his household retainers. The 
inferior orders were no longer now under serfdom and villainage 
as they were in feudal times. They had now become engaged 

* It is very curious that (as pointed out by Mr. Jackson of St. Bees, at thé meeting,) 
in both these instances, and also on a tomb in Newton Reigney Church, the arms of 
Vaux shew six garbs : over the door to the wing at the top of the steps, are the arms 
of Vaux quartering Richmond, three garbs only. 

Now the arms with three garbs are generally supposed to be those of Vaux of 
Catterlen, and those with six, those of Vaux of Torcrossock. It is curious to find 
them both at Catterlen. On reference to Machel, I find he notices this, but attributes 
it to carelessness on part of the carver. He also says that on the tower is a square 
with a crowned M in it, which he explains to mean " Maria Cæli Regina," but 
it probably means Queen Mary, and alludes to repairs done in her time. R. S. E. 

In 
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in handicraft and profitable pursuits, by which they earned an 
independant subsistence, and by which they were enabled to 
lodge and feed themselves. The serving men and women 
were hirelings, and it became a matter of taste that the lord 
and lady and their guests should wish to withdraw themselves 
from the coarseness and clatter of the common hall. Hence, 
after this period, we find that the hall in its size, and in its 
decoration, lost its importance, and was no longer the principal 
chamber of the dwelling. In the houses built in the seven-
teenth century the requirements of the age led to the intro-
duction of the dining room, and with-drawing room of the 
lord and lady. 

John Vaux, of Catterlen, the last of the name, died without 
male issue in 1642, and the manor descended to two daughters' 
co-heirs ; one of them, Mabel, chose for a husband a neigh-
bouring squire, Christopher Richmond, of High Head Castle, 
which lay midway between this place and Carlisle,—which 
estate was subsequently acquired by the first Lord Brougham 
and Vaux. Christopher Richmond and Mabel Vaux probably 
were married about the year 1647, for .I find that at the period 
of Dugdale's Visitation in 1665, they had issue—Christopher, 
aged 17 ; John, aged 16 ; and Magdalen, aged 12 ; and that 
moreover to his second wife' he had married Magdalen, 
daughter of Andrew Hudleston, Esquire, of Hutton John, and 
by her had issue—Dorothy, at the said visitation, aged 1 year; 
and Margery, aged 7 weeks. 

The old Pele tower and the premises built by Rowland 
Vaux, fell short of the requirements of the new married couple 
and the taste of the age, and in accordance with the custom of 
the times, they determined to make an addition to the old 
manorial residence. They accordingly resolved to build a 
wing at right angles to the old range of buildings, and this 
was completed, according to the dates I find affixed on three 
separate inscribed stones, in the year 1657. 

Gothic art was now dead ; the pointed arch was disused, and 
the cusps and tracery which had survived through the rich 
perpendicular period of Henry VII., gave way to the square-
headed windows and plain mullions and transoms of the 
Elizabethan period, which were transmitted even into the 
Jacobean age. The revival of the style of classical Grecian 
and Roman architecture was influencing the taste of the age, 
and received an impetus in this country from the example of 
Inigo Jones. It was the so-called renaissance of art. 

You 
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You mark the transition here, in the doorway of the new 
wing, and in the whole character and ornamentation of the 
structure ; none of the early or decorated mouldings or orna-
ments have been retained, except the square billet in the jambs 
of the doorway ; (an ornament imported into the Italian style), 
and in the feebly battlemented plaster cornice in the interior. 

This wing consists of a building 63 feet long, of two stories; 
the lower containing kitchen and offices, and the upper of a 
banqueting room, a withdrawing room, and a lord and lady's 
chamber. The upper story is approached by a flight of 
sixteen steps. There have been more buildings raised on a 
vaulted substructure abutting on the road which have now 
disappeared, and the vaulted cellars have been filled up with 
the rubbish. 

The doorway is ornamented in the Italian style. It is 
surmounted by an entablature bearing the coat of arms, crest, 
helmet, wreath, and scroll and date—you notice the Ionic 
columns.* The large hall in the interior is divided by a lath 
and plaster partition in two unequal portions, and it seems to 
have been ceiled in plaster. At either end are two chimney-
pieces deserving notice. They are both in the same style, 
and are of stone. The jambs are massive, curved outline, and 
boldly cut, and the shelf is cut in a fluted pattern. There is a 
device in the centre of each, consisting of the initials of the 
husband and wife—C R M joined with a true lover's knot 
along with the badge of the family,—the rose of Richmond—
surmounting a V shaped heart, along with the date, 1657. 
This was a common custom in the Stuart period. In the 
chimneypiece of the bedroom you see a further development 
of the classical style, in the introduction of the female figures 
or caryatides which forms the supporting jambs on the mantel 
shelf. 

* The shield bears quarterly Richmond and Vaux; dated 1652. Motto, "Deo 
vivente juvante." Crest, a catamount sitting on a wreath, and holding out a helmet. 
Machel says that in the dining room are the arms of Richmond impaling a Quarterly 
Coat, viz., 1st and 4th (uncoloured) per bend indented three roses, apparently: 2nd 
and 3rd or, a saltire sable. His drawing (all he gives) is obscure. 

ART. 
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