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ART. IV.—Walls Castle, Ravenglass. By the REV. CANON 
KNOWLES, M.A., and WM. JACKSON, ESQ. 

Read at Wigton, August 31st, 1876. 

THIS curious ruin stands a few yards to the N.E. of 
the Roman camp at Muncaster. 

The ground plan annexed shows its dimensions to be at 
present about 52 by 43 feet ; but it is clearly only a frag-
ment of a larger building. 

We call your notice first to the materials. The stone 
is good red freestone, set in pretty regular courses of five 
or six inches in depth; it has probably been brought by sea, 
as it is fuller of spangly particles than that of the neigh-
bourhood.* The mortar is coarse, but of exceeding hard-
ness, laid in wide joints of from half an inch to 2¼ inches. 
The internal walls, at least, have been plastered with a 
strong cement of various thicknesses, from 7-12ths to one 
inch, on which is a coating of lime and pounded tile about 
5-12ths of an inch thick : in this the pieces of tile range 
from mere dust to 1½ inches in diameter, and are nu-
merous enough to give it a nearly uniform and very plea-
sant colour. The walls are at present about 12 feet 6 
inches in height. 

z. The doorways have all had rough constructive arches 
above them, with voussoirs of irregular thickness, about 9 
feet from the ground ; and, beneath these, flat lintel stones 
(from 7 to 9 inches in depth), nicked on the underside to 
receive a door frame of timber, which has been wedged in 
at the hollows marked b.b. on plan II. 	All this has left 
clear traces. The height of the doorway was not much 
more than five feet. 

On further consideration I am disposed to believe the sandstone may have 
been obtained from some now disused quarry in the neighbourhood ;  the q uartzose 
particles are larger than are usual in the Permian of the vicinity, and more like 
the Penrith stone. W.J. 

3. There 
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3. There is no perfect window opening, but traces of 
five window-sills and sides remain,* clearly marked by 
fragments of the hard internal plaster. The windows 
must have been small and narrow, and the level of their 
sills about four feet from the ground. 

Almost all the windows, probably, had large plate stones 
under the spring of the hood arch. 

4. There are through-holes in the walls, original, about 
five inches square, chiefly at two levels, the upper about 
nine feet from the ground ; they are marked h. on the 
larger plan.+ 

5. In the west wall of room C. is a curious niche 3 feet 
51 inches high, 2 feet 10½ inches broad, and I foot 6 inches 
deep, plastered thickly with sifted beech pebbles ; the sill 
has been one flat stone 3 inches in thickness. There are 
fifteen irregular voussoirs to its rough semi-circular arch. 
The recess in the east wall is not similar, having no sill-
plate, and is probably long posterior to the building—the 
effect, in fact, of ruination. 

6. It will be seen by the plan that G. and H. must have 
been rooms without any communication with those of the 
building now examined. 

7. In room B. the ground is uneven : against the north 
wall the floor has evidently been raised. We found frag-
ments of large red tiles lying beneath the surface. 

After repeated examination we are convinced that this 
curious structure is late Roman. It is certainly not 
mediæval, as early Norman houses were not built on such 
a plan, and the masonry can belong to no later date. The 
niche at I. has Roman character, and was probably built 
for an image. 

* The distinct traces of windows caused me to hesitate before I concluded 
that the ruin is of Roman work, but it cannot be attributed to any later style. K. 

t All, I think, have mortar at the bottom, as if blocks of wood had been placed 
in them. K. 
+ And, therefore, it seems likely that the building now examined was one of a 

row of three. K. I cannot subscribe to this conclusion. W.J. 
Like 
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Like the Roman camp, it has been made a quarry for 
more recent buildings, and no carved or inscribed stones 
have, it seems, been found. 

About half a mile eastwards stands Newtown Knott, a 
hill about 250 feet high, commanding the camp below, 
the immediate neighbourhood of the camp on Ponsonby 
fell, and the hills beyond Moresby. It is naturally scarped 
on all sides, but its strength to north and east has we 
think, been increased by art. 

One of us has recently visited " Hard Knott Castle " 
to test our opinion that Newtown Knott was the site of 
a turris specularis and beacon. 

High ground jutting out from Birker just intercepts the 
view, however, though the higher hill close by Newton 
Knott is visible from Hard Knott camp, which is set on 
the only available ground. 

We must add that we found the mortar below the sur-
face disintegrated by the soil, all above being as hard as 
stone. 

There are, of course, no fire-places in the ruin.* 
Another and scarcely a secondary interest to its Roman 

origin attaches to this old building from its connection 
with the Arthurian legend. Mr. Stuart Glennie, in his 
able work on Arthurian localities, undoubtedly succeeds 
in identifying several of them with places situated within 
our boundary, but he has not had the opportunity of allu-
ding to the following passages in Denton's account of Cum-
berland, for that work is only found in manuscript, though, 
it is true, several copies exist. 	Denton, writing about 
A.D. 168o, states that, Waldeoff, son of Gospatric, Earl of 
Dunbar, amongst other gifts bestowed upon him upon the 
Priory of Carlisle, gave " a mansion near St. Cuthbert's 
Church, where, at that time, stood an ancient building 
called Arthur's Chamber, then taken to be a parte of the 

* Professor Harkness inquired if the hypocaust had been found, as one was 
invariably part of every Roman Villa in England. Mr. Jackson said, it had 
not, but further excavation might possibly reveal one. 

D 	 mansion 
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mansion of King Arthur, the Son of Uter Pendragon, of 
remarkable note for his worthynesse in the time of the 
beginning of the British kings, and another antient build-
ing called Lyons Guide "(query Guard)," often remembered 
in that History of Arthur, written by a monke, the ruines 
whereof are yet to be seen, as is thought, at Ravenglass, 
distant from Carliell, according to that number of 5o miles 
in that history reported placed near the sea, and not with-
out some credibility thought to be the same." 

When Camden stated That a certain King Eveling 
had his palace here, of whom abundant stories were told ;" 
would that he had deigned to digress for a moment from 
his matter-of-fact statements, and had babbled for a while 
of the legends to which he must certainly have listened. 
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