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ART. III.—An attempt at a Survey of Roman Cumberland 
and Westmorland, continued. Part III. 

Communicated at Windermere, by R. S. FERGUSON, F.S.A., 
•June 5th, 1878. 

THOSE who have read the first and second chapters of 
the first book of Mr. Skene's Celtic Scotland, and also 

my previous papers contained in the Transactions of this 
Society, Vol. 3, p. 64, and p. 182, may at first be disposed 
to think that Mr. Skene and I differ in toto as to the cam-
pagins of Agricola. I hope in this paper to be able to 
show that the difference is more apparent than real, and 
for this purpose, it will be necessary to consider (1) how 
far north the territories of the Brigantes extended, and (2) 
the meaning of the following expressions used by Tacitus 
in his life of Agricola, viz : — 

(a) Tertius expeditionum annus novas gentes aperuit. Tac. Vit. 
Agricola c. 22. 

(b) Aestuaria ac silvas ipse prætentare. Ib. c. 20. 
(c) Præsidiis castellisque circumdatæ, tanta ratione curaque ut 

nulla ante Britanniæ nova pars. Ib. c. 20. 

(I). Mr. Skene, Bk. I., Ch. I., p. 35, says of the Brig-
antes that they extended " across the entire island from the 
eastern to the western sea, and reaching from the Humber, 
which separated them from the province on the south, as 
far north, there seems little reason to doubt, as the Frith 
of Forth." There is a ring of uncertainty in the expres-
sion " there seems little reason to doubt," but Mr. Skene 
gives his reasons for his statement in a footnote to Chap. 
II., p. 71, n.g. 	Into those reasons I need not go ; they 
are not very strong ; he does not displace the Selgovæ 
from the immediate north side of the Solway, or the Ota-
lini (or Otadeni) and Gadeni from the immediate north side 
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16 	ROMAN CUMBERLAND AND WESTMORLAND. 

of Hadrian's Wall. He merely makes them septs or clans 
of the Brigantes. 

I had, as most do, considered the territory of the 
Brigantes to be terminated on the north by the Solway, 
and the line of Hadrian's Wall, but I have no objection to 
offer to Mr. Skene's idea of the Selgovæ, &c., being septs 
or clans of the Brigantes. For (2) " Tertius expeditionum 
annus novas gentes aperuit " applies better to septs or 
clans, than to nations ; gens being a more restricted word 
than natio or populous, and meaning a clan or sept, though 
Mr. Skene, (Bk 1., Ch. 1., p. 45)  translates it " nations." 
He thus makes Agricola's second campaign to extend to 
the watershed separating the rivers which flow into the Sol-
way from those which flow into the Clyde. I have only 
considered it as extending to the Solway, some forty miles 
short of the watershed. 	Mr. Skene's reason for his ex- 
tension will be made apparent directly. 

(3). To the expression " Aestuaria ac silvas ipse præten-
tare " some meaning must be given. It occurs in the his-
tory of the second campaign. Mr. Skene says it proves 
the scene of the second campaign to have been north of 
the Solway, and that the expression is applicable only to the 
west coast south of the Clyde (Bk. I., Chap. I., p. 43., n. 
25), Here I cannot agree with Mr. Skene : he ignores the 
estuaries of Lancashire and Cumberland ; the estuaries of 
the Dee, of the Mersey, of the Ribble, the sands of Cartmel, 
and of Ulverstone, and the forests which even to the 17th 
century fringed those estuaries. 

This arises from not fully considering where Agricola 
came from. He came from North Wales by a great road, 
—as Mr. Jackson and I have attempted to show,*—which 
he made round the western coast of Cumberland. The 
points where this road enters and leaves each of these 
estuaries are locally well known, and also the numerous 

* Transactions of this Society, Vol. 3., P.  g, 64, 182. 
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ROMAN CUMBERLAND AND WESTMORLAND. 	17 

camps which guarded it at frequent intervals. Mr. Jack-
son and I have endeavoured to record them ; but the 
little attention heretofore given to the Roman antiquities 
of the south and west of Cumberland renders it highly 
probable that Mr. Skene has never heard of the road, or 
these camps. In fact, I don't know how he could hear, 
so little has been written or recorded about them. Had 
he known of them, he would hardly have said that the ex-
pression " æstuaria ac silvas ipse prætentare " proves the 
second campaign of Agricola to have been north of the 
Solway. The second campaign may have extended that 
far, but I am certain when Tacitus wrote the words 
under discussion, he was thinking (among other places) of 
Agricola looking over Morecambe Sands from the hill where 
now stands Lancaster Castle, and then with an escort and 
a native guide entering on those sands at Hest* Bank, and 
trying the route across to Kent's Bank. 

One thing must be said as to this road : no traces of the 
great temporary legionary camps are to be found on it. 
The camps are all permanent ones, of the usual size of 
those on Hadrian's Wall, i.e., big enough to hold a cohort. 
Of these camps I shall say something presently. The 
nature of the ground and its high cultivation prevents us 
from finding at this day in South-West Cumberland traces 
of the great temporary legionary camps. 

(4) We have now to consider the expression " Præsidiis 
castellisque circumdatæ," which occurs in the loth chap-
ter (Vita Agricolæ) showing it to be the concluding work 
of the second campaign. These "præsidia castellaque " 
would be intended as a defence against hostile attacks 
from the north, as well as garrisons to hold in subjection 
the newly conquered regions. 

Mr Skene identifies these " præsidia and castellaque" 
with the Roman camps of Dumfrieshire, Kirkcudbright, 

* From Aestuaria, the very Roman name. 
c 	 and 
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18 	ROMAN CUMBERLAND AND WESTMORLAND. 

and Wigton, between the rivers Annan and Cree, and at 
the mouths of the rivers running into the north side of the 
Solway, Bk. I., Ch. I., p. 44. These camps would be a 
sorry protection against an enemy marching from the north, 
say from what is now Roxburghshire, who could march 
with ease across the roads connecting these camps with the 
Cumberland ones, (by whatever route Agricola marched) 
and so isolate these camps and cut the garrisons therein 
from their basis of operations. 

These " præsidia castellaque " I take to be the camps 
round the Cumberland coast, from Muncaster, upwards, in-
cluding Old Carlisle, and also the camps on Hadrian's Wall, 
all of which are indubitably older than the Wall, (see Bruce's 
Roman Wall), and must, for military reasons, be older 
than those in Dumfrieshire, Kirkcudbright, and Wigton. 
These camps are permanent camps (mainly with stone 
ramparts), and form a connected military chain, sweeping 
round from the Cumberland coast to the Tyne, most effec-
tually excluding, so long as they were well garrisoned, any 
attack from the north. They had, as pointed out by 
General Ray, advanced camps in front of them, and no 
military engineer of this day could devise a better mode of 
defending what is now England from northern attacks. 

I have now gone through the points I proposed to deal 
with and have, I humbly submit, made good my position, 
that between my views as before expressed to this Society, 
and Mr. Skene's, the difference is mainly more apparent 
than real ; that where it is real Mr. Skene has tripped 
somewhat for want of information as to the Roman roads 
and camps in South and West Cumberland. 
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