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ART. VI.—Hawkshead Church. By J. A. CORY, ESQ. 
Read at that place, June 5th, 1878. 

ALMOST all the ancient churches in this country have 
marks of the various ages through which they have 

existed stamped upon them in a manner which admits of 
little mistake. 	The youngest student in ecclesiastical 
architecture knows that the semi-circular arch was super-
seded by that of pointed form about the time of Richard 
I., and that windows with flowing tracery preceded those 
where the perpendicular lines prevailed. In almost all in-
stances the influence of prevailing fashion is to be observed, 
and decides the date of building, for fashion has as much 
influence on architecture as other things, and is alike ob-
servable in the castle of my lord, as in the head-dress of 
my lady. But I have to read a paper on Hawkshead 
Church. 	It is a building concerning which little is to be 
gathered from history. I do not pretend to have made 
deep research for minute particulars of information-, which 
may, for aught I know to the contrary, lie deeply hid in 
different volumes difficult of access and impossible for one 
engaged in professional pursuits to consult, so I will give 
you an extract from Baines' Lancashire, which seems to 
embody all the documentary history of the church. 

EXTRACT FROM " BAINES' LANCASHIRE," VOL. II., p. 670-I. 
" Hawkshead was originally a chapelry under Dalton, and is men-

tioned as early as 1200 as an old foundation even then, when it was 
assigned, with one bovate of land and four tofts in Dalton, belonging to 
that Vicarage, to S. Mary of Furness, by Honorius, Archdeacon of 
Richmond. Soon afterwards, Pope Honorius III. issued a commis-
sion to the priors of St. Bees, Lancaster & Kertmel, in which he states 
that the abbot and monks had sufficiently proved that the chapel of 
Hawkset ought to be free, & separated from the Church of Dalton, 
And that William Chaplain of Dalton, had renounced his appeal 
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against the abbot of Furness, so that a churchyard might be conse-
crated for burial at Hawkset, instead of having to be carried to Dal-
ton, more than 20 miles off. About the same time, Robert, parson of 
Ulverston, demised to the abbot of Furness and to the Church of 
Dalton all claim which he had to the Chapel of Hoxet. This trans-
action shews that the Church of Ulverston, which was dependent 
upon Urswick, as Urswick was upon Dalton, had a claim upon the 
chapel of Hawkshead." 

Baines also adds in his work : — " The church is of the 
age of the Norman Conquest, and the columns and arches 
of the old fabric remain." They certainly have that ap-
pearance at first sight, but the general plan militates 
against its Norman origin, and the detail of the windows 
agree in placing its date not earlier than the 15th century. 
Segmental arches without any appearance of being pointed 
are not of very uncommon occurrence about that date. 
The gate into the Cathedral Close at Carlisle, built just 
before the Reformation, is an instance. The thick pillars 
of Hawkshead church, without either base or capital,* and 
the arches without any dressings shew the expense of 
conveying freestone, and how the common slate of the 
district was used and plastered over inside to save cost. 
Lack of funds, and not antiquity, has given shape to the 
masonry. An earlier structure no doubt existed, built like 
the present one, of rubble slate, which when pulled down 
would leave us no mouldings of carved stone to perpetuate 
its memory, nor does there appear to be a fragment left of 
older structure, unless it be a part of the jamb of the north 
doorway, and that is very doubtful. 

The church was roofed under one span ; evidence of this 
still appears on the tower. It was of comparatively low pitch, 
which accounted for the depressed east window formerly 
existing. The architect, or mason, who designed the win-
dows had but one idea, and all the window heads were 

See Bowness Church, of which Mr. James Fowler, F.S.A., writes, "the walls, 
arches, capitals, columns, bases, &c., in the interior are indistinguishably fused 
together, and devoid of any architectural enrichment Proc.Soc. Ant. of London, 
N.S., Vol. 4, P.  421. See also Grasmere and other churches in the Lake District. 
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exactly alike, whether for the large five-light window at 
the east end, or the small two-light window in the aisle. 
All the heads are of one design and one dimension, inso-
much that the better preserved portions of the east end 
window head were used in the repair of the south windows. 
Is it possible that in days we have been taught to regard 
as periods of true taste and artistic feeling, window heads 
were supplied at so much a yard, or disposed of at two 
groats each on this pattern. 

What the north aisle was I cannot say ; it has been en- 
tirely removed in the time of Elizabeth, by Archbishop 
Sandys, and the walls of the present aisle built. The 
doorways have very curious jamb stones, very unlike 
Elizabethan work. To these I have before referred ; they 
have much the appearance of 13th century work, or of 
being copied from stones of that date, which coincides 
with the time when a churchyard was attached to the 
church. Possibly an old door of that date was used when 
the church was rebuilt in the 15th century, and again 
partially renewed by Archbishop Sandys. 

The church, with its low aisles, and great width, must 
have been very dark. To remedy this inconvenience 
Archbishop Sandys' aisle had larger windows, — others 
affording more light had been substitued for the old ones 
with tracery heads,—but to obviate the defect more com-
pletely a clerestory was built. A stone panel let into its 
north wall seems to date this alteration to 1633 : but for 
its existence I should have been induced to have assigned 
the clerestory to Elizabeth's reign. 	Very possibly the 
stone tablet may only commemorate the substitution of 
stone windows in the clerestory for older ones of oak which 
still exist on the north side, or possibly pews were intro-
duced at that date, although none of that period remained 
when I first saw the building. 

A gallery was next afterwards erected across the west 
end, and the whole church pewed with various kinds of 

pews. 
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pews. One of gigantic dimensions occupied about seventy 
superficial feet, or nearly one-third of the east end of the 
chancel, jostling the holy table from its position and cur-
tailing the length of the rails by seven feet. 

In 1873, it was determined thoroughly to repair the 
church, and my colleague and myself were consulted. 
In our report on the church we said we should 

" Endeavour to preserve every feature which elucidates its past his-
tory, and retain every detail of the original fabric, so that the restora-
tion should not be a rebuilding, but simply a conservation of what is 
old and restoration of those parts which are too far decayed to re-
main, for although every part of the building is rudely constructed 
and by no means an example for imitation, still on that very account 
it becomes a valuable illustration of the state of this part of England 
at the period of its erection." 

A considerable portion of the east gable and a small 
part of the south side wall were in so dangerous a con-
dition that it was necessary to take them down, and, in 
rebuilding, an east end window of the same width, but of 
greater height than the original, was introduced. 	In the 
architect's design it was put two feet higher than the posi-
tion it now occupies. It would certainly have been better 
had it been so placed. The roofs were all taken off, re- 
paired, and replaced. 	The top of the tower was also 
rebuilt, and new battlements and pinnacles placed on it. 
In other repects the fabric remains almost unaltered. 

Internally, the oak seats, chancel stalls, and screens are 
all new. The pulpit and lectern were not from our designs, 
but were gifts to the church. 	One screen divides off the 
organ, and the other the Sandys' Chapel, in which is the 
monument of the Archbishop's parents, rudely sculptured 
but very characteristic of the place and period. 

The old coloring was renovated and some new introduced. 
That which decorates the pillars and arches was very ap-
propriate, but being almost entirely obliterated it was re-
moved. 

APPENDIX. 
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APPENDIX. 

The following is the inscription on the Sandys monument : 

Conditus hoc tumulo Gulielmus Sandys, et Uxor 
Cui Margaretta nomen et omen erat. 

Armiger ille fuit perclarus regibus olim 
Illa sed exemplar religionis erat. 

Conjugii fuerant æquali sorte beati 
Fælices opîbus, stemmate prole fide, 

Pignora divini fuerant hæc et magna favoris 
Hæc tamen Edwini cuncta retundit honos. 

Qui doctor rectorque scholae censor quoque presul 
Ter fuerat merito Phæbus in orbe sacro 

Quos amor et pietas lecto conjunxit eodem. 
Hos sub spe continet iste lapis. 
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