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ART. VII.—The Earlier Registers and Parish Accounts at 
Hawkshead. By the REV. J. ALLEN, Vicar of Hawks-
head. 

Read at that place, June 5th, 1878. 

IN calling your attention to a few remarks which your 
Council have invited me to make with reference to 

my parish accounts and registers, I beg, in the first place, 
to express my sense of the honor which your Society have 
conferred on my parish and myself by your visit here to-
day, and to hold out the right hand of fellowship by the hearty 
welcome which I freely give you. I trust that your visit 
may afford you much satisfaction, and that you may find, 
at least, some few treasures of antiquarian research, which 
you may regard as worthy of record in the reports of your 
Society. Your suggestion as to a paper from myself on 
the registers, &c., has induced me to a closer examination 
than I had made during the previous term of my incum-
bency, and I have extracted several entries which seem to 
myself most remarkable for their quaintness and origin-
ality, and which I felt would be probably the most interest-
ing. 

The parish accounts in my possession date back from 
1696. You will see by reference to them that several 
entries have been made between 1720 and 1783 with 
reference to strawing the church, i.e., I conclude, covering 
the floor with rushes. There are also several payments 
for collecting moss to keep the wet out of the church. A 
dog whipper is provided from 1723 to 1784. It may be 
interesting if I give you a few items seriatim : 

1721. To the apparitor for a Book concerning the plague - i 6 
1732. For an old fox one cubb [1732-1769,] 	- 	- 7 6 

11 Raven heads [1732-1770] - 	- 	- 3 8 
E 	1733 
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1733. For Katharine Saul's Coffin 	 4 9 
her winding sheet 	 3 0 
Church dues 	- 	- 	 i io 
The arvall 	 6 z 
for selling her cloaths 	 o 6 
for winding her 	- 	 i 6 

1744. To John S. for three crow heads 	- 	 6 
1745. To ringing Duke's birthday 2/- ale then 3/- 	5 0 
1749. To old Churchwns last St. Stephen's Day waiting 

for their acct settling & was not settled 	- 	- 
Ringing at His Royal H. Prince Geo. birthday 	- 	3 
To carrying Gt. Bell from Penny bridge to Conny- 

side Bank 	- 	- 	- 	- 	2 
To Doctor Hodgson for two journeys and tapping 

Jn. Wilson - 	- 	- 	- 	- 	io 
Peats getting and loading 33 carts at 6d. per cart - 16 
May 2o. 	Paid for one gill of Brandy and one quart 

of ale for Sarah Usher to stop the ague 	- 	- 	1 
Nov. io. 	Paid to John Pepper for a pair of show 

for a woman that fell sick before Joseph Keen's 
door 	- 	- 	- 	- 

8 
o 

6 

o 
6 

6 

7 
Paid for meat, drink, washing and lodgings for three 

days for ye same 	- 4 6 
May. 	To John Middlefel for catching moles at 

Poorhouse two years 	- 	- 	- 2 o 
31st Deer. 	Paid an old soldier for a dinner for him- 

self and family i 6 
April 20. 	Two bottles British oil and one box pills 3 41 

1765. 
1764. 

1775. 

1784. 

1785. 

1795. 

1794. 

1797. 

In book C. various entries are made for journeys to the 
sessions and other parts of the country. Also for various 
articles of clothing for parishioners, and for apprehending 
offenders. 

There is a copy of the old clerk's will attached to a leaf 
in the register for 1742. 

It may also be noticed that a good number of entries 
seem to have been made for ale on different occasions. 

Several entries are also made for wool and spinning 
wheels, which would be purchased in order to find work 
for the poor. 

From the Minutes of Vestry it appears that there were 
only 

 
 
tcwaas_001_1880_vol4_0008



HAWKSHEAD PARISH REGISTERS. 	 35 

only three bells prior to 1765, and that then, by vote of 
vestry, six bells were resolved on, the largest not to be 
more than eight cwts. 

A vestry room was ordered to be built in 1792. An 
organ and organist to be provided in 1828. 

The registers of baptisms, marriages, and burials, com-
menced in 1568. The baptisms were simply entered with 
date and name till 1581. The marriages and burials ditto 
till 1593 : then with baptisms and burials the parentage 
was added. 

There is an entry of the baptism of Thomas Washing-
ton, supposed to be one of the great Washington family of 
the United States—date January, 1633. 

1658. The first interment in the Quaker's burying 
ground at Colthouse is entered in the church register. 

Nov. 18th, 1577, a "pestilent sickness " was " brought into the 
parish " by " one Georg Barwicke " and 38 of the inhabitants died. 

1672. April 8. Thomas L . . who for poysoning his owne family 
was adjudg'd att the Assizes att Lancaster to bee carried backe to his 
owne house att Hye Wray where hee liv'd, and was there hanged be-
fore his owne door till hee was dead for that . . . then was brought 
with a horse and . . . into the Caulthouse Meadow and forthwith 
hunge upp in iron chaynes on a gibbet which was sett for that very 
purpose on the south side of Sawrey . . . near unto the Pooll Stang 
and there continued until the time as hee rotted and ye bone from 

1674. October 19. William Dixon who hang'd himself in his dwell-
ing house att Brathay and did lye three days dead in ye said house 
before that hee was buried. 

1682. September 17. Willm. . . . of Dale Pke slayne with a 
stone which fell on his head out of the . . . end of that house in 
Hawkshead in which . . . lately dwelled. 

Entry at beginning of old register : 
Bee it remembered that upon the tenth day of June att night in ye 

yeare of our Lord God one thousand sixe hundred eighty and sixe 
there was such a fearefull thunder with fyre and rayne which oc-
casioned such a terrible flood as the like of it was never seene in these 

* Still called " Gibbet Moss." 
parts 
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parts by noe man liveinge ; for it did throw downe some houses and 
mills and tooke away severall briggs. . . The water did run through 
houses and did much hurte to houses ; besydes the water wash't upp 
greate trees by the roots, and the becks and gills carried them with 
other greate trees, stocks and greate stones a greate way off and layd 
them on men's ground ; yea further the water did so fiercely run downe 
the bye-wages and made such deepe holes and ditches in them that 
att severall places neither horse nor foote coulde passe, and besydes 
the becks and rivers did soe breake out of their waves as they brought 
spreadinge greate sand beds into men's ground att many places which 
did greate hurte the never like was known I pray God of His greate 
mercy grant that none which is now living may never see the like 
againe. 

1692. March 11. John Mackereth of Skellwith was drown'd in 
Skellwith Dubb and a boate was fetch'd from Bownes and putt on the 
sayd dubb for men to seeke him ; and when hee was found hee was 
drawne out of the water into Edwin Braithwait Giges Knott. 

1697. Sept. 16. Jas Braithwaite of Crofthead did goe to the Water-
foote for a boate load of lymestone for William Braithwaite of . . 
and as he was comenge back againe was drown'd in Windermere 
Water and three men that was with him, by God's great mercy got all 
out of the water and sav'd their lives ; the boate which they were in 
beinge loaden with Lyme stone was lost & did sink into the bottom of 
the said water, and he was buried the day of the month first men-
tioned. 

1689. Decr. 16. Bernard Swainson who was Edward Braithwaites 
apprentice went with William Stamper a great while within nights 
into William Braithwait Shopp in Hawkshead for to beare him com-
pany a little, and at their meeting these three young youths were all 
very sober and in good health and about . . . o'th clock o'th 
nighte they made a bett, that if this Bernard Swainson could drinke 
off nyne noggins of Brandy then William Braithwaite and William 
Stamper was to pay for them but if Bernard fayled and could not 
drink off nyne noggins of Brandy then hee was to pay of his owne 
charges for that hee drunke; now this Bernard drank off those nine 
noggins of Brandy quickly, and shortly after that fell down upon the 
floore and was straightway carried to his bed where hee lay five and 
twenty hours, during which tyme hee coulde never speake ; nor never 
did knowe any body though many came to see him and soe hee died. 

1664. April 4th. (Man found drown'd and buried—not distinctly 
entered.) 

166o. April. John Robinson son of Henry a poore younge childe 
who dyed by the highway side in Claife in his mother's armes. 

1713. 
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1713. Feb. 1. Henry Jackson, who liv'd in Broughton and was 
coming over ye water from Kendall & was well wn he entered ye 
boat & died about ye midwatr & was brought to this side. 

1779. James Jackson, Schoolmaster of Sawrey was drowned in 
Esthead Water in bathing June ye 18th Buried June ye loth in ye 
Chyard aged 21 years 

A great number seem to have been buried in the church. 
On the last page but one of this latter register it is re-

corded that five (apparently successive) parish clerks were 
shoemakers. 

On the cover some one has written : - 
In the year 1597 the funerals were 85 

1623 	 98 
1777 	 12 
1752 	„ 	Io 

There are some curious certificates in the Muniment 
chest in the fire-house, of which I have brought some 
specimens for your inspection, signed and sealed by two 
persons, testifying that the body brought for interment 
" was not put in, wrapt or wound up or buried in any 
shirt, shift, sheet or shroud made or mingled with flax, 
hemp, silk, haire, gold or silver, nor put into any coffin 
lined or faced with any cloth or stuffe made or mingled with 
any flax, hemp, silke, haire, gold or silver, or any other 
materiali but sheep woole only according to ye Act of Parlia-
ment in that case made and provided." They bear dates 
from about 168i to 1691, and probably for a more extended 
period. 

Lastly, let me direct your attention to the inscriptions 
on the bells. They all seem to bear the date 1765. The 
fifth was recast in 181o. 

1. Awake, awake, day is restor'd 
Awake, arise, to praise the Lord. 

Reguard, look to the peal I lead 

2. We to the first must take good heed 

3. In 
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3. In the third place I take my swing 

4. I mind the third when we do ring 

5. (Glory to God in the highest) 
In the fifth place I give my sound 

6. I close the peal—ring the bells round 

(Memento mori) 

The last has the name inscribed on it of Myles Sandys of Gray-
thwaite Hall. 

By THE EDITOR. Mr. Allan kindly threw open the registers for in-
spection in the vestry, and the following curiosities were also ex-
hibited : — a standard pint measure of bell-metal ; a curious halberd, 
formerly used by the Churchwardens ; it had a flat head, gilt, and 
pierced so as to represent the figure of a man in trunk hose, and be-
low was a silver tassel : it much resembled the (so called) javelins 
carried by a High Sheriff's retinue. Two black canes, formerly car-
ried by the churchwardens were also exhibited ; and a silver-headed 
cane, about Oft. long, on which was the following inscription : -  

" Hoc et alteru Dona Dan Rawlinson civis et Oenopolæ London 
Guardianis ecclesiæ Hauxoniensis servand et Seneschallis nundinar 
ibidem pro tempore existent successive in perpetuum post leiturgiam 
Anglican in eadem habit utend, et usu eorund quolibet opportuno 
tempore habit' eisdem restituend." 

A curious old muniment chest was also inspected with much 
interest. It was made out of the trunk of a tree, rudely squared, and 
hollowed out. Three iron bands encircled it, each secured by a fetter-
lock. It measured 6½ft. long by 1¼ft. broad. The certificates men-
tioned by Mr. Allen came out of this chest : the persons who made 
these certificates were women, who signed by a mark, doubtless the 
professional " Streekers " attendants of the dead for the parish. They 
were made before a minister or a justice, and the fine bold autograph of 
Sir Daniel Fleming, of Rydal, the great local antiquary, lawyer, and 
county potentate of his day, was recognised with interest. Sir Daniel 
was M.P. for Cockermouth in the reign of James II., and High Sheriff 
for Cumberland at the Restoration. 

At 
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At the request of some of the members, the Vicar kindly furnished, 
the following: — 

The Burials in 1663 were 38 
„ 1664 ,, 28 
„ 1665 ,, 33 
,, 1666 „ 43 
,, 1667 ,, 40  

" 1668 „ 61 
„ 1669 67 

17 1670  „ 64 
" " 1671  55 

91 

» 

1672  
1673 

If 

,, 
69 
41  

77 1674 ,, 46  

From the church a second visit to the Grammar School was made, 
and the Head-master, the Rev. H. T. Baines, kindly directed the 
Society's attention to the many interesting objects in the school and 
library. On the south front of the school is a vertical dial, with 
a table with the equation of time ; as the school does not front due 
south, the dial is a little inclined to the front of the school. Among 
the many names carved on the benches in the school occur that of 
" William Wordsworth " carved by the poet himself, who received his 
education here; as also did Joshua King, D.D., who was senior wrang-
ler, 1819, and President of Queen's College, Cambridge. The original 
charter of the school, granted by Queen Elizabeth, was exhibited : 
also the founder's bible, in folio, dated 1572. He was one of the 
translators of the Bishop's Bible, and the books of Kings and 
Chronicles are from his hand. A quarto edition of Chaucer, 1561, 
Foxe's Book of Martyrs, folio, in three volumes, &c., are among the 
library, which contains some i000 volumes, and is said to have been 
given by Daniel Rawlinson. The silver seal of the school was ex-
hibited : it represents a pædogogue in his glory, i.e., seated, and 
brandishing a rod over a trembling pupil. The charter, the original 
rules of the school and other deeds, are kept in a muniment chest simi-
lar to the one in the church, and its three keys are kept, one each by 
the Vicar, the Treasurer, and the Schoolmaster. Mr. Lees read some 
extracts from the Constitutions ; especially those regarding the school 
hours and vacations. The hours for school in summer were from 6 to II 
a.m., and from i to 5 p.m. ; and in winter from 7 to II a.m., and from 
12 30 to 4 p.m. There were only two vacations allowed in the year. 
The 13th Constitution orders that the scholars shall continually use 

the 
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the Latin or Greek tongue within the school, " as they be able." 
Also, that they shall use no weapons in the school, as sword, dagger, 
waster,* or the like, to fight or brawl withal, nor any unlawful gam-
ing in the school. They are not to haunt taverns, ale-houses, or 
play at any unlawful games, as cards, dice-tables, &c., &c. 

A brief discussion ensued as to the severity of the treatment of 
children in former times as compared with the present day. Certainly 
both at Hawkshead and Kirkby Stephen, as shown by the statutes, 
the hours of study were longer, and the holidays fewer than can now 
be imagined. 

The foundation of the school, in 1585, by Edwin Sandys, Arch-
bishop of York, had been told at the Society's first visit to the school 
(en route to the church) by Mr. Jackson, who also gave an account of 
the Archbishop and his descendants. 

* Halliwell defines a waster as " a cudgel; a cudgel used in fencing schools. 

 
 
tcwaas_001_1880_vol4_0008


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8



