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ART. XXIV.—A n account of an Oaken Trough or Chest, found 
on Lorton Moss : A Letter by JOHN WILSON, ESQ. to 
F. R. SEWELL, ESQ. 

Read at Penrith, July loth, 1879. 

Fairfield, Lorton, 5th Feb., 1879. 

MY Dear Sir, I shall furnish a description of the oaken 
 Trough or Chest, found on Lorton Moss, with great 

pleasure. 
The chest was found in a peat moss* in the northern 

part of the township of Whinfell, in the parish of Brigham, 
and is oblong in form, and made of massive heart of oak 
planks. It measures 6 feet 6 inches in length, 3 feet in 
breadth, and 1 foot 6 inches in depth, measured inside. 
The planks forming the ends and sides were fully 5 inches 
thick. They appeared to have been split from a noble tree 
by means of wedges, as no saw marks were visible either 
on the ends or sides of the planks, but only the strokes of 
the axe. The ends of the chest were notched in, exactly 
on the plan of the Scotch cart end board. The bottom 
planks were placed across the chest and projected irregu-
larly beyond the sides, from a few inches to upwards of a 
foot. These were generally about 3 inches thick and 16 
inches broad, and some less. It had no lid or cover, nor 
any apparent means of fastening it together, but there was 
an irregular oval hole about 2 by 3 inches in width close 
to the end of one side. The joints were calked with moss, 
still, like the wood, in good preservation and retaining its 
colour. It rested upon clay, at the bottom of a mass of 
peat 6 feet 9 inches in depth, and its longer axis lay south-
west and north-east. Its contents were a small quantity 

* In field No. 26, Ordnance Survey.—F. R. Sewell. 
of 
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of wood ashes, stones of several kinds which had been 
subjected to the action of fire, and a few crystals of quartz, 
which might possibly have been arrow tips. Above it, many 
generations of trees appeared to have grown and de-
cayed, and added their remains to the mass of peat that 
covered it. Mr. Alexander has had it put together as it 
was found, and has placed it near his house : an inspec-
tion would be much more satisfactory than any descrip-
tion I can give. Yours, most sincerely, 

Capt. Sewell, Brandlingill. 
	 JOHN WILSON. 

P.S.—A dagger was also found in the low end of field 
No. 122 on the Ordnance Plan, in a good state of preserva-
tion, at a depth of 4 feet beneath the surface of the ground.* 
It is thought to have been a misericorde, used in the middle 
ages for piercing the joints of the armour of a fallen foe. 
The length of the blade is II inches nearly, and its section 
diamond shaped. The quillon or guard, is a plain straight 
bar 25/8 inches long. The handle is 3½ inches long, and 
covered with leather, and the pommel is a small flattened 
ball of iron about an inch in diameter.—J.W. 

Considerable discussion followed the reading of the above interesting 
letter : several opinions were advanced about the find, that it was a peat 
sledge, a boat, &c. But it was pointed out by Mr. FLETCHER RIGGE, 
that a boat built of oak planks of the thickness described would barely 
float, and would certainly not carry any weight beyond its own. DR. 
SIMPSON observed that the dimensions were precisely those of a 
coffin, and that the trough or chest was nothing more or less than a 
coffin. Similar ones he added had not unfrequently been found. 

* And about ten yards from the present highway road.—F. R. Sewell. 
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