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ART. VI.—Westmorland Bells. By ROBERT GODFREY. 
Read at Kendal, July 7th, 1881. 

OF the belfries which I have examined, Kendal and 
 Kirkby Lonsdale present no features of great interest. 

The bells are all or nearly all modern, Kendal having 
nothing older than the seventeenth century (on two of 
these there is a shield with the Royal Arms) while Kirkby 
Lonsdale bells are of this century, and the legends on the 
old ones are lost. 

Kirkby Stephen is fortunate in having a chronicler of its 
own, and in the pages of the Parish Magazine I find all 
that can be learned respecting the bells. 	It is a local 
tradition that the original peal was intended for Great Sal-
keld ; as a gift from Whittington, of immortal fame ; but 
that from some cause or other (probably seized for stowage), 
they were delayed in transit at Kirkby Stephen, and never 
got forward to their destination. This is not the only case 
in which local tradition speaks of a peal being changed at 
nurse. Dent and Melling are said each to be the posses-
sor of the other's bells, and although there is documentary 
proof that such is not the case, the "old inhabitant " will 
not be convinced to the contrary, and cherishes the tradi-
tion with all the faith of his rugged nature. An old bell at 
Kirkby Stephen had the legend "S. Hugo ora pro nobis " but 
the bell has been either absorbed in the present peal or left 
at the founders when the recent ones were cast. 

On the third bell (1374) was a trade mark, viz., a pick-
hack, above initial letters, and a spade below. In 188o a 
peal of eight bells was hung, and what was the 4th is now 
No. 7. 

Brough has some old bells, but on the occasion of my 
visit I was so pressed for time that I could not make satis-
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factory copies of the legends. On one I found, " The Rt. 
Hon: Ann : Countess of Pembroke, 1670"; and on all of 
them something worth copying, but time compelled me to 
leave the task to others. 

At Grasmere are three bells, dated respectively 1731, 
1731, 1809, and on the two older bells a large shield, 5¼ 
inches by 3¾ inches, with the coat of arms of the Fleming 
family. 

Crosthwaite, near Kendal, has three bells, two dated 
respectively 1695 and 1861, and one undated. The un-
dated one has a legend in letters, of a character suggestive 
of the latter part of the fifteenth or early sixteenth century. 
The legend is— 

" Me benedicte tuunz Sonitum 
Benedicte vocitatum." 

The 1695 bell has a number of the then current coins let 
into the metal, and is supposed to have been cast at a 
foundry in Kendal, as " Christo: Hodson me fecit," refers 
to a local founder. 

At Orton there are three bells, dated 1637, 1637, and 1711 
respectively, and one undated. On this last are two words, 
"Omniu sanctore," in German text, and then the letters LB 
of Roman form. The Orton Chronicler says—and it must 
be true as he says it—that this bell carne from Shap Abbey 
after the Dissolution. If so, where are the others of that 
peal ? May they not be in unsearched belfries awaiting 
the day of their re-union in one harmonious peal? The 
bell has a small shield, but being unskilled in heraldic 
devices I cannot interpret it. 

Among the smaller churches which have bell turrets and 
no belfries, there is ample scope for search, and I would 
urge every clergyman to find out what his bells say as well 
as what they sing. At Crosby Garret there are two bells, one 
undated and without a legend, and on the other the words, 
" Sancti Andrea Campagna." At Burneside the patron 
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saint of the Church is St. Oswald, and during the present 
restoration and enlargement I found the bell cast under a 
tree in the churchyard as of little value, which may be the 
case from a musical point of view, but when I examined the 
legend I found On it SANCTI GREG O RI O RA PRO NOBIS. 
The two s's were inverted and two of the o's were lying on 
their sides instead of standing on their ends. 	It is a 
puzzle as to how Burneside got a bell which apparently 
does not belong to it. One solution of the enigma is that 
the Church of St. Gregory, at Preston Patrick, lost a bell 
some years back, and never found it, and that probably it 
was spirited into the tower of St. Oswald's. 	Some old 
foundations—such as Kentmere and Hutton Roof have 
disappointed me, both of these have modern bells, where I 
expected to find old ones. 

At Crook Church is an old bell bearing the legend 
" Sancta Maria Ora pro nodis," in well-formed letters, a 
founder's blunder existing in the last word, where a d  is 
substituted for a b. 	On the body of the bell is a shield 
bearing the arms of France Ancient and England quar-
tered. Heralds say that the period when that shield was 
used dates from 1340 to 1405, thus possibly affording some 
clue to the age of the present church. 

At Ings Church are three bells, given by T. Bateman in 
1734; and a very ingènious contrivance, by a local genius, 
is in use to chime all three with one hand, thus avoiding 
the pernicious practice of "clocking," a practice which has 
been the ruin of more bells in the country than hundreds 
of years of fair wear. I would strongly urge every one who 
has the care of bells to see that lazy sextons or parish 
clerks never tie the rope to the hammer. Sooner or later 
a crack will appear, and then another good bell will be 
irredeemably spoilt. 
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