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ART. X X .—The Relph and Denton Monuments in Sebergham 
Church. By R. S. FERGUSON, F.S.A. 

Read at that Church, August 22nd, 1883. 
THE account of the parish of Sebergham, contained in 

Hutchinson's History, and the biography of the poet 
Relph in the foot notes to the same, were written by the 
well-known Cumberland worthy, Jonathan Boucher, who 
owned a small estate in the parish. As I am the possessor 
of Boucher's own copy of Hutchinson's History, interleaved, 
bound in several volumes, and copiously noted, I am able 
from that source to give some account of the circumstances 
under which the monument to Relph, now in Sebergham 
Church, was erected. Boucher, who was a great admirer 
of Relph, in writing the account of him for Hutchinson, 
noted that there was not even a stone to tell where he was 
buried. This he set himself to rectify, and he wrote the 
following epitaphs :— 

On the North Side of this Church-Yard. 
(the particular Spot being marked only by a plain Stone 

bearing the Initials of his Name) 
Are deposited all that was mortal of JOSIAH RELPH 

THE POET OF THE NORTH 
A Learned diligent & conscientious Schoolmaster; 

An Exemplary Parish Priest; a good Man 
And 

The Ornament, the Delight, & the Blessing of SEBERGHAM 
He died on the 26th of June, 1743 

in the 32d year of his age : 
His Works can never die. 

I, Decus; I, nostrum ! 

Whilst, justly proud, great Shakespeare's native Town 
From his transcendent Merit dates its own ; 
And whilst his Tomb, by Virtue rais'd, declares 
That He, the Nation's Pride, still more was theirs : 

Be't 
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Be't ours, at humble Distance, our Regard 
By this plain Stone to shew for this our Bard. 
Tutor'd by Him, who teaches still, though dead, 
We and our Sons with Gratitude will tread 
The sacred Spot, where his lov'd Ashes lie 
Till Time shall cease, and his own Works shall die. 

" These Epitaphs," says Boucher, " were written under 
an Expectation that the Inhabitants would be happy to 
concur in raising a Monument by Subscription, as most 
respectful to Relph, and most creditable to them. But, 
when it was proposed to them, it met with no Encourage-
ment." 

A monument was, however, put up, and of it the Cumber- 
land Pacquet, of August 5, 1794, gave the following account :- 

The Rev. Mr. Boucher, of Epsom in Surrey, has, with a generosity 
peculiar to himself, erected a plain but elegant monument in Seberg-
ham Church (in this county) to the memory of the Rev. Josiah Relph, 
who first introduced a taste for true classic learning and elegant 
literature into that parish, which is still successfully cultivated on 
the banks and in the vale of Cauda. How just to the character of 
departed genius is the eulogium contained in the following chaste 
inscription, needs not to be urged in this place : the classical reader, 
who is in any degree acquainted [sic] the virtues and abilities of the 
English Theocritus will find something in his breast responsive to the 
sentiments so happily here expressed. 

M. S. 
Reverendi viri, JOSIAE RELPH, 

Cujus id erat ingenium, ea eruditio, 
Et tanti animi candor, morumque sanctitas 

Ut illustrius quodlibet in ecclesiâ munus 
Digne sustinuisset et ornasset. 

Deo aliter visum est ! 
Partes ergo humiliores, haud forsan inutiliores 

Ludimagistri et hujusce ecclesiæ sacerdotis 
Lubenter excepit, 

Et constantissime explevit. 
CAMÆEMIS amicus, 

Mores agrestes, tanquam alius Theocritus, feliciter cecinit. 
De brevitate vitæ, lector, ne queraris ! 

En virum, brevis quidem ævi, si numerentur anni, 
Sin 
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Sin recte facta et virtutes spectes, longissimi ! 
Hic et enim, magno cum dolore omnium, 

Sibi vero maximo cum lucro, 
Ante obiit, quam annum 32dum absolvisset : 

vi Cal. Jul. A.D. 1743. 
Ut superstes sit, Virtutis Honos, nec cognatus 
Nec Auditor, Revd Jonan Boucher solus posuit 

1794. 

" This is the composition," continued the Cumberland 
Pacquet, " of the Rev. JOHN STUBBS, assistant curate of 
Sebergham, who, for the benefit of the English reader, has 
also furnished us with the following translation" :- 

" Sacred to the memory of the Rev. JOSIAH RELPH ; whose 
accomplishments were such and learning so extensive ; so candid his 
Disposition, and so pure his Morals, that he would properly have 
supported and adorned the highest Offices in the Church. He was 
otherwise disposed of by the Will of Heaven ! Therefore he willingly 
undertook, and assiduously fulfilled, the lower, but perhaps no less 
useful, Character of Schoolmaster and Minister of this Church. Of 
a truly poetic Genius, like another THEOCRITUS, he pointed in 
happy Strains the artless Manners of a rural Life. Reader, cease all 
complaints of his Span of Age ! Lo ! a Man, whose Days were few, 
if you sum his Years : but if you properly view his active Virtues, 
they were long and many : for he, with the deepest Regret of all, but 
to his own solid and endless gain, left this uncertain Abode, before he 
had completed his 32nd year on the 24th of June 1743. That Oblivion 
might not cast a Shade on these his Virtues, the REV. JONATHAN 
BOUCHER, induced by no Kindred Ties, and totally unknown to this 
departed Genius, placed this Monument 1794." 

If you will turn to your Hutchinson's Cumberland, vol. ii., 
p. 419  n., you will find Boucher commenting on this para-
graph ; all that Stubbs wrote of the epitaph was the last 
two lines, which are (as you see) on a separate part of the 
monument. Boucher wrote the rest, which is much better 
Latin than Stubbs' couplet ; indeed I conjecture, from 
Stubbs' translation of the line, 

VI. Cal. Julii A.D. 1743. 
by the 24 of June, 1743, that he was no great scholar. 

Any 
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Any schoolboy knows that VI. Cal. Julii A.D. 1743 is the 
26th June, and that is the day Relph died on. 

Whelan, in his History of Cumberland, p. 250, states 
that Relph died " from actual want of the necessaries of 
life." This is not so, for his will, which our member Mr. 
Jackson published in the Whitehaven Herald, and which I 
reproduce, shows that he died worth £227. 

In the name of God Amen I Josiah Relph of Sebergham Clerk, do 
make and ordain this my last Will and Testament in manner and 
form following : I give and bequeath to Mr Joseph Nicolson of Hawkes-
dale all my Rarities as Shells, Pebbles and the like (of which a List 
will be found in my Long Green Pocket Book) as an acknowledgment 
of my obligation to Him for his many FAVOURS : I give to M' 
Nicolson his Consort two stitched MSS. Books of Poems, and hope the 
Reading of them may help to pass away a Leisure Hour of her's, as the 
writing of them has done many of mine. I leave to my Half Sister 
Jane Relph Ten Pounds. I leave to my Father John Relph Twenty 
Pounds. I leave to my Brother Joseph Relph Forty Pounds. I leave 
to my Brother Jacob Relph Fifty Pounds. I leave to my Father John 
Relph Burkit on the New Testament. All the rest of my Goods, 
Chattels & Credits & Person all Estate whatsoever I give and bequeath 
to my Sister Margaret Relph, whom I do constitute and appoint my 
Sole Executrix of this my last Will and Testament. In Witness 
whereof I have hereunto sett my Hand & Seal this twelfth day of 
March '743 

JOSIAH RELPH 

Sign'd Seal'd and Delivered as 
the last Will and Testament of 
the above Testator in the Presence 
of us 

HENRY DENTON Sworn 
ISAAC DENTON Sworn 

A True & Just Inventory of the Goods and Chattles of Mr Josiah Relph 
deceased as they were apprized by Henry Relph & Henry Denton the 
27th day of June 1743 

Horse 
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41: 05:00 
20:00:00 

Horse Purse and Apparel 
Library - 
Plate 	- 01 : 04 : 00 
Scrutore 	- 	- 05 : 00 : 00 
Tables, Chests & Chairs 03 : 14 : 00 
Gun 	- 00:14:00 
Grate & Fire Irons 00 : 16 : 00 
Oats 	- 02 : 15 : 00 
Bonds & Notes 151 : 15 : 00 

Total 	- 	 227 : 03 : 00 
Apps 	HENRY RELPH Sworn 

HENRY DENTON Sworn 
This Inventory was Exhibited at Carlisle on the Second Day of July 
1743 by Margaret Watson sole Executrix. Sworn 
Endorsement on Will 

This Will was Prov'd at Carlisle on the Second Day of July 1743 
and administration granted to Margaret late Relph now Watson 
Sister of the Deceas'd and Sole Executrix herein named She being 
Sworn in due form of Law as Executrix and Also to the truth of the 
Inventory by her exhibited 

Before me 
JOHN WAUGH 

I would call attention for a moment to the slabs forming 
the Denton monument, which block up the easternmost 
window on the south side of the church. They are now 
arranged differently somewhat to what they were when I 
saw them in 1877 or 1878. I then entered in my note-book 
that they were then differently arranged from what they 
were in 1703, as recorded by Bishop Nicolson,* and that a 
large blue stone with much doggerel English verse, by 
Bernard Ellis and John Ellis, was lost. But, though I saw 
that the slabs had been re-arranged since the bishop's visit, 
I never understood until lately what was the arrangement 
in his time. 	Bishop Nicolson is clearly describing an 

Bishop Nicolson's Visitation, published for this Society, 1877, p. 1o. 
altar- 
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altar-tomb standing in the quire against the south wall 
under a window, with a slab of doggerel poetry above the 
tomb and under the window, which would then be open. 
The inscriptions, beginning " Cumbria " and " Molliter," 
were on the side—the north side of the monument, and the 
coats of arms, and that beginning " Thomas Denton," on 
the end 	the west end of the monument. The size of the 
slabs now in the wall give a clue as to the dimensions of 
the monument, which must have been vastly in the way, 
and was no doubt pulled down in 1775 or 1785 ; the Latin 
inscriptions and the coats of arms built into the wall, and 
the window blocked up. The Dentons sold Warnell Hall 
to the Lowthers in 1775,  and Boucher in Hutchinson, 
speaking of the repairs to the chancel, 1785, says they were 
done by the incumbent, though Warnell Hall ought to have 
borne half the expense. Probably the owners of Warnell 
Hall declined to do so, and so there was no one sufficiently 

interested in the Denton monument to care to interfere with 
its demolition. 

The monument is to Thomas Denton, known as " Tom 
with the spots." Spite of his spots he managed to marry 
two wives, and the second, Ann Aislabie, put up the demol-
ished monument, as the " Per me A D " denotes. 

The Latin lines are doggerel hexameters and pentameters ; 
they state him to have been a constellation, if ever any one 
was. At least, so I translate " Deltaton," which should be 
DeItoton, and is a most tremendous false quantity. The 
Deltoton is a constellation known as the triangle, so the 
inscription may mean that Denton was a triangle, except 
that in the next line he is said to be "ex omni parte Quad-
ratus", square all round. 

Cumbria Warnellum Thomam deplorat ademptum 
Denton, qui Siquidem Deltaton alter erat 
Nempe Pius, Sapiens, ex omni parte Quadratus 
Qualem vix hodie secula nostra ferunt. 
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