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ART. XXXVI.—St. Lawrence's Church, Appleby. By the 
Rev. Canon ARNOLD MATHEWS, M.A. 

Read Sept. 22nd, 1885. 

THE earliest mention that we find of a Church of St. 
Lawrence in Appleby is in a grant from Ranulph de 

Meschines to the Abbey of St. Mary's at York. 

Ego Radulphus dedi abbati St Mari Eboraci ecclesias Sti Mi-
chaelis et Sti Laurentii castelli mei de Appelbi, cum omnibus quae ad 
eas pertinent sicut Radulphus capellanus meus tenuit, quietas et 
liberas ab omni terreno servitio. 

The grant was confirmed by Henry I., and by Athelwald 
and Hugh, the first Bishops of Carlisle, with the limitation 

that the Priory (or Cell) of Wetheral should possess the Church to 
their own in the name of the said Abbey. 

Hence the Dean and Chapter of Carlisle, as the successors 
in title of the Cell of Wetheral, have always presented 
to the living of St. Lawrence, and the Ecclesiastical Com-
missioners, in their right, are rectors of the church, and 
impropriators of the tithe. 

In 1174 the town of Appleby was sacked by William 
King of Scots, and the church was burned down. At that 
time Hugh Morville, the lord of the manor, was under 
attaint for the murder of Thomas a Becket (117o) ; his 
castles of Burgh and Appelbi had been taken into the king's 
hand and entrusted to Gospatric, the son of Orme, as 
warden, but not in fee. Henry II. therefore was himself 
personally the lord of Appleby at the time of this catas-
trophe, and it is on record that the king gave orders for 
the rebuilding of the Church of St. Lawrence two years 
after. 

Now 
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Now for the evidence which the church itself affords. 
If we take our stand at the west end, we see distinct traces 
of three buildings, the latest of which is in the early Eng-
lish style of the thirteenth century. (I.) At the west end 
of the north aisle are the relics of unquestionably the oldest 
church of which anything is still extant, viz.: the base 
course, lately laid bare, of an old north aisle, 4ft. 6in. 
narrower than the present one ; with a string course 3ft. 
above it—a flat Norman buttress (to which the later tower 
has been built) running up for 12ft., above which the end 
of the church is still to be traced : the angle of the aisle 
roof at a height of i6ft. 6in.—then 3ft. of dressed stone as 
clerestory, and the coping with a bold chamfer that re-
ceived the timbered and thatched roof—all distinctly 
visible, and giving a very clear idea of the style and dimen-
sions of the earliest church of which we can find any traces. 
(II.) Then we have the tower, unmistakeably built on to 
the west end of that earlier church,—the end buttress, 
with the marks of a cemented face still visible under the 
mortar of the tower, proving this conclusively. The tower 
is without any wrought base course or buttresses. It has 
one string course, and a Norman lancet window, long 
walled up, and lately opened out. The present west 
window, though handsome, is of course incongruous with 
the tower in which it was inserted at the restoration in 
1862. (III.) Then proceeding to the south-west corner, 
we have the very fine early English doorway and porch, 
distinct in style, date, and workmanship, from either the 
tower or the original small towerless church to which that 
was built on : though itself certainly not later than the 
thirteenth century, and probably early in that. I say dis-
tinct, because we have clear evidence internally, that the 
present tower arch was a later insertion, and we see 
also a smaller arch inserted into the south side of the 
tower. And to remedy any weakening of the south-east 
angle of the tower thus caused, a very fine flying buttress 

was 
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was carried across to the porch to support it. If we pro-
ceed to the east end of the church, though that has been 
entirely rebuilt more than once, we shall notice a curious 
feature : that the tower is square to the chancel, and the 
centre line of both true. But the nave is quite out of 
square, and its centre line not true. And if we look for a 
cause, we see that the respond of the northern arcade stands 
at a little projection from the tower to the north, corres-
ponding to the projection of the old nave wall exteriorly. 
But on the south side the arcade had to be run close into the 
tower, to allow for the flying buttress I have pointed out. 

We have, then, these steps seemingly established. (I.) 
An early Norman, narrow, and low church, without a 
tower, but with end buttresses. (II.) Then, if this church 
was ravaged in the incursion of the Scots in. 1174, was it 
rebuilt by Henry II., mainly as it had been designed, but 
with the addition of the strong defensive tower, of which 
the lancet window and whole lower stage remain ? (III.) 
Then, in the subsequent (13th) century, the church was 
found insufficient for the use of the burghers of Appleby 
(an important and rapidly growing place),* the nave and 
aisles were taken down and rebuilt of wider dimensions, 
the south porch added, and the south aisle carried nearly 
to the end of the tower ; the tower arch enlarged, the small 
arch opened into the south aisle, and the flying buttress 
thrown across from the porch to strengthen the angle of 
the weakened tower. 

We may now turn to the south chancel aisle. In 1286 
Alan de Goldington founded here a chantry chapel to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The arches and the pier, opening 
from the chancel into that chapel, in their style bear out well 
the assumption that they were built at that date. The east 

*;The time of Appleby's greatest prosperity and largest population was from 
the end of the 12th century, when Henry II. granted, and John confirmed, the 
charter to the borough. At that date it is computed to have had certainly a popu-
lation of not less than 8,000, but it never recovered the destruction of 1388. 

end 
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end of that chapel has been taken down to permit of its en-
largement into the present mortuary chapel of the Parkins 
family. Any characteristic east window of the chapel of 
St. Mary is therefore lost. But the outline of a late Early 
English, or early Decorated, window opening south from 
the east end of the chancel, and to the east of the original 
east end of St. Mary's Chapel, is still to be seen, and the 
tracery of a window from the south side of the chapel is 
still preserved over the gateway towards the vicarage. 
I may remark that the very great similarity between the 
pier and arches of St. Mary's Chapel and those of the 
nave arcades, leads us to think that they were not far 
distant in date—both, at all events, of the 13th century. 

Turning now to the north side of the chancel we see 
another chapel, dedicated to St. Nicholas, which is ex-
tremely puzzling. The arches have clearly been rebuilt, 
and so irregularly that it is difficult to say what they 
originally were. The pier of the arch is one, on which I 
forbear to pronounce myself, and shews mason marks with 
which we are familiar in Carlisle Cathedral—the only part 
of the church where we do find them, except one stone 
rebuilt into the outer wall of the same north chancel aisle. 
In 1331 Bishop Ross granted a licence to Robert de 
Threlkeld to aliene in mortmain a farm called Danegeld, 
held in burgage of the king. If, as it seems, that was to 
endow this chantry, there is one further evidence to 
connect the chapel with this date. 	The whole of the 
walls have been rebuilt, and the windows are altogether 
new. But up to 1862 one fragment of an original window 
remained, and is described as a side jamb, with deep 
hollow moulding and the ball flower ornaments charac
teristic of the decorated period. The year 1331 may very 
well, therefore, have been the date of Robert de Threlkeld's 
chantry chapel of St. Nicholas, though that does not clear 
up all the history of the piers and arches of the north 
chancel aisle. 

We 
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We may now turn to the clerestory and roof of the 
the nave ; which obviously have no connection with any 
date that we have yet arrived at. The church of the 
thirteenth century had no clerestory but an open tim-
bered roof, arising from above the arcade to the pitch 
indicated by the gable over the chancel arch, with a little 
arched turret for the sacring bell still existing. But at 
the close of the 14th century (in 1388, after the battle of 
Otterburn, celebrated in " Chevy Chase ") the Scotch 
sacked the town, and destroyed nine-tenths of it by fire. 
In such a devastation it is not to be thought that the 
church of St. Lawrence, with its central position, could 
escape. And its demolition then was probably the cause 
of a further re-building, which added the clerestory and 
the upper part of the tower. The former is clearly a late 
addition to the building, imposing a weight upon the piers 
of the arcades which they were never intended to bear ; 
and causing a serious subsidence and bulging, which was 
partially cured by underpinning at the last restoration in 
1862. If we allow that it must have been some time after 
such an overthrow as that of 1388 before the burghers 
could take in hand to restore their church, we have in 
that a reason for its re-building at the period, and in the 
style of the perpendicular architects. 

We have now to pass over a considerable space of time. 
In 1655 the celebrated lady of Appleby Castle, Anne, 
Countess of Pembroke "repaired all this building." It is an 
interesting question, which never will be solved, in what 
condition it was, needing restoration, and what she did to it. 
It is on record that she " took down all the timber and the 
walls of most part of the chancel, where a vestry was hereto-
fore ; and instead thereof a vestry was taken out of the west 

*"About the loth of this March (1655) while I lay in Appleby Castle did I cause 
a great part of Appleby church to be taken down it being very ruinous and in 
danger of falling of itself ; and so I caused a vault to be made in the north-east 
corner of the church for myself to be buried in it if it please God. And the 
repairing of the said church cost me some 6 or 7 hundred pounds being finished 
the year following." From The Countess' Diary. 

end 
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end of the church." This deserves some notice. I have 
shewn that the present vestry was originally part of the 
south aisle, with an arch into the tower, and a flying 
buttress springing across from the porch to support the 
south-east corner of the tower, weakened by the insertion 
of the 13th century arch, thus forming a peculiar feature 
in the west end of the church, which, it is to be hoped, 
may some day be restored to its original design. 

Now, in 1617 the Countess of Pembroke had erected a 
large tomb with recumbent figure to the memory of her 
mother, the Countess of Cumberland ; this, with its high 
surrounding iron railings, occupied so much space in 
front of the south end of the altar, that the table was 
thrust out of its proper central position. It is probable 
that the Lady Anne, finding that she had so encroached 
upon the sacrarium, tried to throw the chapel of Robert de 
Threlkeld, with the vestry at the east end (if the record 
which I have quoted is correct) into the sacrarium to sup-
ply the space thus taken up. And that this is the origin 
of the almost unique arrangement by which the altar rails 
are continued through to embrace the north chancel aisle. 
If, as is probable, the then chapel of St. Nicholas had 
some connection with St. Nicholas' Hospital, the estates 
of the latter had passed into the hands of the Lady Anne 
(who therewith endowed the almhouses which she founded), 
and she would thus have a proprietary right to deal with 
it. At all events, there she made the spacious vault 
below, in which she now lies, " lapt in lead," beneath the 
black marble tomb, which she caused to be erected, with 
the heraldic insignia of the several noble families of which 
she was the last direct representative. 

There is little to add as to the subsequent history of the 
church. In 1785 a faculty issued to enable William Paley 
(then vicar of Appleby) and others " to erect new pews and 
render the church more commodious and convenient." 
Very much deformation may have been perpetrated then— 

an 
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an unsightly gallery across the west end; square pews in 
the nave and aisles ; square sash windows in the aisles, 
obliterating the tracery of all the old windows save one. 
At least, that was the condition of the church when re-
stored at the close of the long incumbency of the Rev. 
Joseph Milner in 1862. And though the restoration then 
effected was judicious and careful, as far as the funds 
permitted, there had been so much previous interference 
with the original work, that to trace its history has been a 
matter of some difficulty. I have ventured to offer the 
best contribution towards the task that has been in my 
power. 

And now a word as to the organ. In the year 1683 Dr. 
Thomas Smith, then dean, afterwards bishop of Carlisle, 
as recorded in the chapter minutes, " did give to the 
cathedral an organ, which cost him about 2001." The 
old organ was given by the dean and chapter to the dean 
in consideration of this gift ; " and he freely bestowed it 
upon the corporation of Appleby for the use of that 
church." Copies of a correspondence are preserved be-
tween dean Smith and Hugh and Thomas Machell, the 
one of Crackenthorpe Hall, mayor of Appleby, the other 
rector of Kirkby Thore (the antiquary) ; by which it 
appears that the gift of this " old organ " from the cathe-
dral was made at the solicitation of the brothers Machell ; 
—that the expenses of putting it up were borne by sub-
scription among the mayor and aldermen ;—and that by 
particular request of Dr. Smith, it was set up in the church 
during the mayoralty of Hugh Machell in 1683. On the 
29th June, 1683, Dr. Smith writes that he is " glad that 
the present I have made you of our old organ, meets with 
good acceptance." A diversity of opinion existed among 
the aldermen where to set up the loft for the organ, 
" whether in the west end of the church, or in the midle, 
'twixt the quire and the body." And Dr. Smith was re-. 
quested to signify his mind on this particular. In another 

letter 
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letter Thomas Machell was advised to have " the posts in 
new wood, thrown and coloured, which may be had with a 
reabore," (whatever that may be.) It is believed that 
those very posts may still he seen in a yard in Appleby, 
now (alas !) supporting only a waterbutt. The Carlisle 
chapter minutes contain no intimation when this organ 
was obtained first for the cathedral. It was " our old 
organ " in 1683, but that is indeterminate. The workman-
ship internally is said by organ builders to be very similar 
to that of " Father Schmitz's " organs. Schmitz began • 
to build immediately after the restoration ; and it is not 
improbable that this is one of his earlier works ; for it is 
hardly to be thought that the Puritans would leave such a 
" kist fu' o' whistles " untouched, when they gutted the 
cathedral to stable their horses in, at the rebellion ; and it 
would hardly be put up in the subsequent regime of the 
saints under the Commonwealth. But in any case, in 
whatever sense it was spoken of as " our old organ " by 
the chapter of Carlisle in 1683, it is of most venerable 
antiquity now ; and it is to be hoped that it will be always 
carefully preserved, and treated with reverent hands, as it 
deserves. 

In the registers there is little of antiquarian interest. 
The earliest extant begins in 1694, and has the name of 
Mr. Gabriel Smallwood, vicar, John Machell, church-
warden. A considerable portion of the bottom of each 
page, nearly all through, has been damaged by the water 
of a great flood which got into the church (date unknown) 
so that many entries are hardly decipherable. The signa-
ture of the Rev. William Paley (afterwards archdeacon of 
Carlisle and author of the Evidences and Horæ Paulin) is 
to be found in the marriage register book, from his appoint-
ment to the vicarage in 1777 to 1783, when he was made 
canon. Thenceforth it ceases, though he held the living 
until 1785, in which year he was made chancellor. His 
two children, Jane and William, were here baptised in 
1778, (January 23) and 1779 (November 7). 
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