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ART. IV.—Appleby Old Bridge. By the REV. CANON 
MATHEWS. 

Read at Penrith, july 4th, 1889. 

THE removal of an ancient and well-known landmark in 
 the north of Westmorland can hardly be passed over 

without some notice from this society, though it is to be 
regretted that few materials exist for any detailed history 
of it. Nothing is known, so far as I can trace, of its 
building, or the sources of its support, for several centuries ; 
save that many pious bequests can be traced in the 
Bishop's Registry of Wills given towards its maintenance, 
and I must therefore offer only such meagre details as I 
have been able to obtain as to its history. The structure 
itself was of exceedingly simple design and workmanship. 
Where it spanned the river, immediately above an ancient 
ford that appears to have crossed it at an angle, since 
much washed away by the scour from under the bridge 
itself, a scar of hard boulder clay abuts on the water at the 
west side, of about eight feet in height originally, from 
which and on which the western arch sprang. The same 
bed dipping slfarply under the river was taken as the 
foundation of the central pier, large beams of oak being 
laid transversely upon this to form the basis of the masonry. 
These oak beams were taken up in excellent preservation, 
and nearly as black as bog oak. On the eastern side the 
hard scar had dipped complelely down, and the same 
transverse beams of oak had been laid upon the sand and 
gravel that formed the beach stretching along the river 
side, part of which is still known as " The Sands." On 
these beams, and on the hard scar on the western side, the 
bridge was built of the simplest and rudest construction. 
A mass of large boulders and soft sandstone blocks from 
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the neighbouring scar formed the foundation and abut-
ments, with mortar, seemingly of hot lime, run in, that 
had hardened to a tenacity greater than the stones them-
selves in many instances ; and undoubtedly to the excellence 
of the mortar the bridge owed its stability for so many 
years. The scour of the water had rather undermined the 
foundation of the central pier and caused a large crack, 
which made the bridge unsafe. The arches, of the simple 
circular shape of Norman bridges, were of very simple 
construction. Ribs of soft sandstone, not seemingly 
worked to any radius, spanned the arch, on which were 
laid similar but larger and very rough stones, overlapping 
the ribs originally by some three or four inches. But by 
the wash of the water during repeated floods the ribs had 
been forced outwards down the stream, so that at the 
crown of each they were fully that much out of truth, and 
the over-lying stones simply rested on the bare edge, the 
marvel being that they had stood so long. Owing to this 
pressure, the northern or lower parapet and outer casing 
had fallen in about 4o years ago, and had been rebuilt and 
widened, the new work being excellent masonry, but on 
exceedingly bad foundations. 

As to the history of the bridge there are few records 
and;not many reliable indications in itself. The archi-
tecture would lead us to assign it to the 12th century, 
and is exactly similar to that of the bridge at Kirkby 
Lonsdale. 	I am strongly of opinion that both were 
built by the Abbey of St. Mary, at York, which owned 
the rectorial property of both parishes ; and, in the 
case of Appleby, appear to have owned the land adjoining 
the bridge. In the lower part of the centre pier three 
carved stones were found, fragments apparently of monu-
mental tablets with floriated cross, but much broken. It 
is not unreasonable to think that they may have been taken 
from the neighbouring church of St. Lawrence, which had 
been sacked by the Scotch in the raid in 1174 under Wil- 
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Liam the Lion. It is shortly after that date that we find 
the first historical notice of the bridge, when Richard I. 
ordered the sheriff of Westmorland to repair it. It is said 
that a bottle, of antiquated shape, sealed up, and with 
something white like paper or parchment in it, was dis-
covered in the foundations and thrown up to the contractor, 
who missed it, and falling to the bottom of the river it was 
never found again. On the west end of the bridge it is 
known that an ancient chantry was situated, with an ora-
tory or chapel over the archway by which the bridge was 
approached. This fact probably accounts for the source 
of the revenues from which the bridge was in early days 
repaired—namely the voluntary offerings of pious travellers, 
supplemented by the bequests to which I have alluded. 
Not much is known about this chapel. We have the fol-
lowing 

(1445). " 23, Hen. VI.—Robert Warcop, mayor, and the burgesses 
of Appleby, granted to John Marshall a certain ruinated chapel on 
the west end of the stone bridge of St. Lawrence in Appleby, to 
hold this said chapel to him and his successors, repairing the said 
chapel at his own expense, with license to repair also a certain cham-
ber or oratory over the said chapel ; to pay a yearly rent of 2d. to the 
mayor and burgesses if demanded.  This seems to be the very same 
which:is now the old gaol, having to this day much more the appear-
ance of a monkish cell than a prison. The revenues, thereof, perhaps 
did arise from the charity of passengers." Nicolson & Burn Vol. I, 
p. 328. 

There appears to have been no endowment attached to 
this chantry, as it is not named among the others suppressed 
by Edward VI, though in that list there are some men-
tioned as situated upon bridges and endowed—as " the 
chantry upon the bridge of Great Totneys in the county 
of Devon," and the " chappel and scite of the chappel of 

* Probably " ruinated " in the sack of the town by the Scotch in 1388. It may 
be noted that the bridge at Kirkby Lonsdale had a chapel standing near the 
the western approach, though not on the bridge itself, 
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the Assumption of the B. V. Mary upon the bridge of the 
town of Bristol." It is never mentioned in connection 
with other chantries in the churches of Appleby, which 
were endowed. No trace of the building or even of the 
foundations of this chantry or oratory could be seen. In 
the century following the suppression of the chantries it 
was used as a gaol for county prisoners, who had hitherto 
been kept in the Castle keep. 

To this date must be assigned probably an old lintel 
of which three fragments were discovered when the old 
house occupying its site was pulled down, on which the 
following part of an inscription could be clearly pieced 
together— 

TO PORTA PATEN I S NULLI. 

a lower line having been cut through so that the letters 
were not decipherable. But I could make out the lower 
half of the date 1646. Mr. Bintley, through the Builder, 
elicited an interesting letter which made the remainder of 
the legend to run 

CLAUDARIS HONESTO, 

but even with this key the remaining letters were too frag-
mentary to be made out. In the following century the 
gaol was moved to the other side of the water, and the old 
buildings having been converted into a dwelling-house, 
all traces of the gaol and chapel were destroyed. 

NOTE BY THE EDITOR..—Appleby Bridge was repaired in the year 
1847, when a stone with a Roman sepulchral inscription was taken 
out of the parapet. Hill MS. Coll. vol. 5. This stone was seen by 
Horsley and is engraved in the Lapidarium Septentrionale No. 748, and 
is there stated to be in the possession of (the late) John Bell, Esq. 
of Appleby. 
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