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ART.  XII.—Fragments of a British Cross and many Early 
English and other Grave Covers found in Bromfield Church-
yard. By the REV. W. S. CALVERLEY, F.S.A. 

Read at Carlisle, Sept. 13th, 1888. 

ON the south side of the church of St. Mungo, in Brom-
field churchyard, is a raised quadrangular platform, 

ascended by four red sandstone steps. There is no cross-
shaft, dial-pillar, or any other erection upon the platform, 
which was in the last century used for crying sales, things 
stolen or lost, &c., and giving notice of local and parish 
affairs. 

Three of the steps were above ground ; one step was 
covered by the churchyard sod. The top of the platform 
was covered with a turf, the growth of many years. At 
the south-west corner and in the south side of the second 
step had been cut a rectangular hole, into which had been 
fixed the stem of what seemed to have been a holy water 
stoup. This remains in situ. The fragment, sometimes 
locally called " the chair," stands eleven inches high, and 
consists of what appears to be the base of a circular bowl, 
whose rim has been entirely demolished, supported by a 
rectangular pediment (sides, 7 in. by 8 in.) with a bead at 
the corners. Possibly, a lower portion of the original 
pedestal has at some time been broken away. Hutchinson's 
History mentions the platform " of four or five quad-
rangular steps of stone that formed the base of the cross, 
long since destroyed," and also notices the " stone stool 
heretofore used and probably put up that public notices 
and proclamations might thence be given with more 
advantage." 

The Rev. T. Lees, F.S.A., suggests that in earlier 
times, when the cross stood in its place, the reliquary 
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might be placed upon this stone during the ceremonies 
which took place on the Sunday before Palm Sunday, or 
other processionals of the cross, when the children sang 
hymns, and a halt was made at different stations around 
the church. 

There is a similar fragment fixed in an isolated red 
sandstone block lying in the churchyard of St. Kentigern, 
Aspatria. I have looked upon these remains as being 
Holy water stoups, for use at early mission preaching 
stations, where crosses had been erected. In Cutts' 
" Sepulchral Slabs and Crosses," plate V., fig. 2, is en-
graved a slab from Marisk, Richmondshire (date given as 
twelfth century) having four symbols ; on the right hand 
beneath the cross head, the Textus or Gospels ; on the 
left hand the chalice. Beneath the Book is a symbol 
which Cutts says " may be the Corporas case." " The 
remaining symbol," i.e., the one beneath the chalice, he 
says, " is unexplained ; it may, perhaps, be a pyx." Now 
this figure is not as the others are, complete in itself, but 
it appears to be a square ornamented case, perhaps 
leather, with a curved loop on one side, by which it might 
be carried, and it is fixed upon a thin upright staff by 
which, as by a handle, it might be borne aloft in proces-
sions. This staff is placed in a square, unornamented, 
pediment, apparently resting upon the second step of the 
Calvary and rising a little above the highest step, thus 
well elevating the " pyx " or the reliquary, whichever it 
it may be, in a position possibly alongside the Holy water 
stoup, beneath the churchyard cross. 	. 

This memorial slab of a Richmondshire priest of the 
twelfth century, seems to illustrate very clearly the uses 
of the fragments . still preserved near the crosses which 
marked the sites of Christian mission stations of the time 
of S.S. Ninian, Patrick, and Kentigern at Bromfield and 
at Aspatrick, now euphonized into Aspatria. Thinking 
that some of the stones used in the formation of the steps 
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of this platform might prove to be portions of the ancient 
cross, and might still bear sculptures, the Vicar of Brom-
field, the Rev. R. Taylor, and I determined to examine 
them and did so on June 4th, 1888. For this purpose we 
pared off the sod lying upon the top and raised the upper 
steps which we were surprised to find presented the cham-
fered edges of old grave covers, and bore crosses incised 
and in relief, of a plain or decorated character, with Cal-
vary steps or window tracery, or both, and having the 
sword, the shears, the arrow, or parts of inscriptions 
appearing alongside. 

These upper layers of stones were all grave slabs, 
generally lying face downwards, but as each stone has a 
broad end and a narrow one, and as one side only of each 
is square with the ends, the other side making at the head 
an acute angle with the end, and an obtuse angle at the 
foot, some ingenuity was needed in fitting together the 
material as a stepped platform, and so the stones were 
sometimes placed with the figured surface uppermost, in 
which cases the chamfers and carvings were generally 
almost worn away or were hidden under the superincum-
bent step. We thought that some of the lower steps, the 
long stones of which were hollow with foot wear, and 
especially those of the south side where stood the stoup, 
might _prove to be other than old grave covers used up 
again, but inspection shewed that the socket into which 
the stoup was fitted had been worked in an ancient grave 
cover, six feet eight inches long, placed as the second step 
from the ground. The whole platform was formed around 
a core of earth and stone fragments. There were twenty-
three covers of different sizes, designs, and dates, ranging 
from two to nearly seven feet in length, and from the 
eleventh or early twelfth to the end of the fourteenth 
century in date. The best of these were fixed erect against 
the west wall within the church by the Vicar ; the others 
were re-arranged as a platform as before. 

We 
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We give drawings of eight fragments prepared from 
photographs very kindly taken for us by W. L. Fletcher, 
Esq., of Stoneleigh, Workington. Fig. I., moulded edge ; 
head of cross in low relief formed by simply cutting away 
the remaining surface within the circle ; stem and calvary 
steps merely incised ; no symbols. Fig. II., plain cham-
fered edge ; head in relief as in I., stem incised ; beneath 
the circle two fleur-de-lis shaped foliations ; trefoil window 
head takes place of Calvary ; symbols, a pair of pointed  
shears on the left hand. I think we counted five pairs of 
shears broad and narrow during this find ; some of them 
probably denoting the burial of women. None of these 
appeared with Gospels and chalice, emblems of the priest-
hood, and therefore may not commemorate archdeacons or 
deans one duty of whom, Mr. Lees tells us, was thus ex-
pressed at a council at York, A.D. 1195 :—" Let clerks 
who despise the crown (i.e., the tonsure) if beneficed, be 
deprived, if not let than be shaved against their will by the 
archdeacon or dean." 

The visitor to Bromfield Church may now see two 
tonsured heads on either side of the chancel arch acting 
as corbels bearing the widened arch. This arch took the 
place of the old Norman arch, whose carved stonework was 
mutilated and used up again by the enlargers, it may be 
of the time when the tombstones were removed and built 
up round the place of the Cross outside. Fig. III., plain 
chamfered edge ; the whole cross in relief; symbol, an 
arrow also in relief ; within the Calvary a pointed early 
English arch. Fig. IV. is the gem of the collection, a 
triumph of the designer and the stone-cutter in rendering 
simplicity, and elegance, and power ; a massive stone with 
a plain chamfer ; a double stemmed cross rises in rounded 
relief from a circular arch ; the head of the cross becomes 
glorious with the sign of the Trinity and the much loved 
fleur-de-lis, which is laid in all its purity within each of 
the four circles of this beautiful piece of carving the great 
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sword of the strong man, sheathed, with curved guard, lies 
alongside on the right hand. 

Fig. V. is only a fragment ; it was not worth building in 
as part of the steps, and it was found amongst the rubbish 
which formed the core of the structure, yet it is a most in-
teresting relic, for it tells of the vanished De Bromfields. A 
massive stone with a plain chamfer ; a line appears above 
the letters, which shews us that an incised cross ornamented 
the memorial ; no doubt the great sword, incised, of the Lord 
of Bromfield, lay alongside to the right hand as the inscrip-
tion lies on the left. The letter S will be readily seen with 
the U above it ; three stops divide the words ; after the S 
appears " De " and then the two first letters of the name 
BR- and this is what is left memorialwise of the Brom-
fields, who vanished at an early date from the parish. 
Whether this word ending in S was Gulielmus, or Ricardus, 
or Dominus is not known. 

Bromfield and Scalesmere were granted by Waldieve, 
first Lord of Allerdale, to Melbeth, his physician, whose 
posterity took the name of Bromfield. In 39, Ed. III. 
Johes de Bromfield and Thomas de Lowther held land at 
Langrigg valent per annum 5. The same John had other 
lands at Bromfield. In 42, Ed. III. (1469) from the 
registers of Holme Cultram it appears " that soon after 
the foundation of Holme Cultram, Adam, son of Thomas 
de Bromfield, granted to the said Abbey the manor of 
Bromfield." Melbeth had granted the church to the Abbey 
of S. Mary, York. 

Fig. VII. is a very simple early slab with plain cham-
fered edge, incised cross with plain circle and calvary, a pair 
of narrow shears on the left hand. There are several of 
this type, one with chalice of priest, fixed in the church. 
Fig. VII. is the upper part of a slab with moulding and 
chamfer. The cross head is in partial relief, and shews 
two foliations in the upper part of the stem. Fig. VIII. 
is much like VII. There is a chamfer without moulding 
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and foliations. On the right hand side is a sword with 
square guard ; on the left, after the cross sign, are the first 
two letters Eli of Hic jacet, the beginning of an inscription 
which the mason has never completed. 

On excavating the core of the structure we found several 
very small tomb slabs, about two feet long, some of them 
bearing lines for the guide of the mason, as though fresh 
and unfinished from the stone-cutter's yard. There were 
also the two halves of a cylindrical pillar, split lengthwise 
down the middle. These may have been the lower part of 
a red sandstone pillar cross, or they may possibly have 
been part of a column from the church. There were no 
red sandstone sculptures which could be recognized as 
belonging to such cross. Beneath these buried fragments 
we found a mass of harder earth and white sandstone 
fragments. These pieces of white sandstone, about a 
dozen in number, shewed traces of sculpture, and beneath 
them we turned up the complete head of a white sand-
stone cross of the very early type, with central boss and 
ring, and a raised beading round the edges, the solid head 
and arms in one piece, the stone very much worn and 
weathered before being buried here. 

The smaller pieces were put together and revealed the 
shoulders and part of the shaft of the cross. The cross 
had not only been broken up but split down the middle 
sidewise before burial. One very small piece, which will 
be seen under the arm on the right hand in the drawing 
here given being placed upon one of the pieces of the back 
part of the cross revealed the curve beneath the arm con-
taining the moulding. Further down, a solid piece of 
stone completed the relics which we were able to fix into 
place. These have been cemented together and placed by 
the Vicar in the church near the pulpit. The cross, as we 
now know it, is thirty-one inches high. The head is nine 
inches wide at top, fourteen inches across the arms, and 
six inches thick. The neck is nine inches across. The 
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shoulders fifteen inches. The greatest thickness is seven-
and-a-half inches. The lower parts of the shaft have been 
worn away as if by the sharpening upon it of a scythe or 
other iron implement. 

The whole must have been exposed to the weather 
many hundred years before it was broken up and buried. 
This may, indeed, be the identical cross around which the 
British were gathered to listen to the Gospel and receive 
baptism before any stone church was raised, and even 
two hundred years before S. Kentigern, the Apostle of 
Strathclyde, whose name the present church bears, 
journeyed this way on his road into Wales in the sixth 
century. 

Another fragment of pre-Norman times, a house-shaped 
(hog-back) tombstone, its roof ornamented with triangular 
tiles has been built above the Norman arch of the west 
doorway, as at Bongate, Cross-Canonby, &c., &c. In the 
chapel of S. George a floriated grave cover has Adam of 
Crookdake 1304. In the Lady chapel is the cover of the 
stone coffin of been used as a lintel for a window. 

There are many scattered hamlets and the following 
townships in the parish, viz : Allonby ; Mealrigg ; West 
Newton, where was a manor house ; Langrigg, Crookdake, 
Bromfield, Scales, Blencogo, Wheyrigg, Moor-Row, Dun-
draw, and Kelsick, many of which still have their old 
Halls. Thomas de Newton (Ed. III,) and his ancestors 
are said to have been Lords of Newton from the time of 
King Stephen. To such local Lords may many of these 
slabs have been memorials. 
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