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In Memoriam. 

BY the death of the late William Jackson, F.S.A., J.P., 
 of Fleatham House, St. Bees, the Cumberland and 

Westmorland Antiquarian and Archæological Society 
has not only been deprived of one of its most esteemed 
Vice-Presidents, but has also lost the services of one of 
the most valued, contributors to the pages of its Tran-
sactions. 

William Jackson was born in the year 1823, at 
Barkstone in Lincolnshire, where his family had been 
settled for many years. His mother was a Cumbrian, 
and his father, Mr. Samuel Jackson, settled in White-
haven, and died there in 1829 : a monument to his 
memory covers his grave in the N.E. part of St. 
Nicholas churchyard, Whitehaven. The son received 
his early education at Archbishop Grindal's Grammar 
School of St. Bees, an institution in which he always 
retained a keen interest, and whose historian he after-
wards became. His education was completed at Ber-
nard Gilpin's Grammar School at Houghton-le-Spring. 
Though not a Cumbrian by birth, he dearly loved that 
county, its people, and its history : in addition to 
Whitehaven, at various times he resided at Aspatria, 
at Newton Reigny, and at St. Bees, and acquired a 
thorough knowledge of the district, which he traversed 
on foot_ in every direction, frequently in company with 
his old friend the Rev. T. Lees of Wreay. His wan-
derings extended into the neighbouring county of West-
morland and the district of Lancashire North of the 
Sands. Mr. Jackson was one of the founders of this 
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Society, and for long was one of the most constant at-
tendants at its meetings. To the pages of its journal 
he was a valued contributor, from its earliest days down 
to his death. The following is a list of his papers :-
Extracts from the Parish Registers of St. Bees ; The 
Richmonds of Highhead Castle ; The Laws of Buck 
Cragg, Cartmel ; Agricola's Line of March from Chester 
to the Solway : The Camp at Muncaster ; Walls 
Castle, Ravenglas, (conjointly with Canon Knowles) ; 
On a Roman camp on Caermot, the probable Arbeia ; 
Whitehaven, its Streets, its principal Houses, and their 
Inhabitants ; The Orfeurs of High Close ; An Histori-
cal and Descriptive Account of Cockermouth Castle ; 
Gerard Lowther's House in Penrith ; The Curwens 
of Workington Hall ; The Mesne Manor of Thornflat ; 
Egremont Castle (two papers, one conjointly with 
Canon Knowles) ; Excavations at Walls Castle in 1881 ; 
The Threlkelds of Threlkeld, Yanwath, and Crosby 
Ravensworth : the Dudleys of Yanwath ; Some Account 
of Sir John Lowther ; The Threlkelds of Melmerby, 
and the Hudlestons of Hutton John. A melancholy 
interest attaches to the last, as Mr. Jackson died 
while it was passing through the press. He edited for 
the Society's extra series " The Memoirs of Dr. Richard 
Gilpin and his posterity," with a folding pedigree sheet 
of enormous size. He was also the author of " White-
haven and its old Church;" and of " Archbishop Grindal 
and his Grammar School of St. Bees". Much good 
work by Mr. Jackson is buried in newspaper articles, of 
which no record exists. At the time of his death he was 
engaged upon a volume of local wills between 1650 and 
1750 : it is hoped this may yet see the light, but his 
promised pedigree papers on the Lowthers, the Fletchers, 
and the Vauxs had not been commenced, though he 
had accumulated great store of material. 
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Mr. Jackson was elected a fellow of the Society of 
Antiquaries in January, 1878, and was joint local secre-
tary for Cumberland for some years : he was elected a 
vice-president of this society in 1882, when he left 
Cumberland to reside on the Continent. He became 
a magistrate for the county of Cumberland in 1875, 
and, until he went abroad, was a regular attendant 
at both petty and quarter sessions. 

For many years Mr. Jackson was a diligent and 
successful collector of books, prints, autographs, etc., 
relating to Cumberland, Westmorland, and Lancashire-
north-of-the-Sands. By his will he directed his execu-
tors to give the valuable library thus formed to some 
institution in Cumberland, Westmorland, or Lancashire. 
On his death-bed he directed that it should be given to 
the free library about to be established at Carlisle, in 
Tullie House, which he visited in company with his 
friends the Rev. T. Lees and Chancellor Ferguson only 
some five weeks before. He died at the Euston Hotel, 
on 'Tuesday, 28th October, 189o, after a brief but hap-
pily not painful illness. Long will the members of this 
Society regret that no more will their meetings be en-
livened by his genial presence, and instructed by his 
archæological lore : his colleagues will miss that fund of 
local information on which he was so willing to let them 
freely draw : they cannot but regret that his conscien-
tious straining after accuracy; and his love of truth 
have hindered him from producing a work really com-
mensurate with his knowledge and power, a book of 
Cumberland and Westmorland pedigrees such as he 
alone could have done. No time was too long for him 
to spend in verifying a reference, and no reference ever 
went unverified,—a prodigious task in pedigree making 
on the scale on which he loved to work, tracing out the 
collateral branches to the most remote descendant. 
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Mr. Jackson was thrice married. He is survived by 
his wife, a daughter and two sons. To her, the partner 
of his work, and his family, the Society desire their 
heartiest sympathy in their irreparable loss. 	Mr. 
Jackson's portrait is given with the present issue of 
Transactions and will form the frontispiece to this 
volume. 
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