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ART. X.—The domestic Candlestick of iron in Cumberland, 
Westmorland, and Furness. By H. SWAINSON COWPER, 
F.S.A. 

Read at Carlisle, Aug. 2oth, 1891. 
IN these days of progress and improvement, the science 
 of domestic lighting has kept pace with other things ; 

so that should any learned antiquary criticise my subject 
as trivial or insignificant, I tender as my excuse, that 
betwixt gas and electric light, the wax candle and tallow 
dip bid fair to be permanently snuffed out in the struggle 
for existance. The candle holder will then disappear from 
use, and will become as much a thing of the past as the 
stone axe, or the quern. This is already almost the case 
with the rush candle and. its holder, concerning which I 
shall presently have something to say. 

With the ecclesiastical ritual of the " creature of wax," 
we have here, nothing to do, nor with the curious candle 
lore, and superstitions, concerning which alone an inter-
esting account might be compiled. But I may perhaps be 
excused if, before passing to the local examples, I devote 
a few lines to the subject of the development of lighting 
by candle in Britain. Of course the candle formed with 
tallow, wax, or grease, was preceeded by a natural taper 
of some sort. Small pieces of resinous or inflammable 
wood would form the candle of most communities 
in a certain stage of culture.; and although the demand 
for artificial light, under such conditions, would be com-
paratively small, as such people, like the lower orders of 
creation, would retire to rest when it became dark ; yet 
human intelligence even among rude and uncultured races, 

* The Scotch and especially the Highlanders used fir candles made of slips of 
bog fir, until a very recent date. In the Antiq uarian Museum at Edinburgh, are 
many rude iron candlesticks for holding these. 

would 
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106 	 IRON CANDLESTICKS. 

would soon bring candles of this form into use. The 
discovery in fact would be almost synchronous with 
that of fire. A much more refined state of existence 
would be necessary before a special contrivance for holding 
the light would be adopted. So that the earliest candle-
holders were the human hand, or the nearest chink or 
cranny in rock, or wood, in which the torch might be 
fastened. Both of which methods were in use till a com 
paratively modern period. 

The word candle is Roman (candela), its literal meaning 
being, something that shines or gives light (candeo) a ; and 
that the Romans in Britain used candlesticks and candles 
is placed beyond doubt by the fact that three Roman 
candlesticks of iron, have been found in England. t Of 
these I exhibit drawings, and shall have occasion to refer 
to them again, as they seem to be the architype of some 
of our local forms. Two of them are regularly socketed 
for candles, and the other is diagonally notched at the 
top, as if to fix a candle in it sideways ; a peculiarity 
which instantly reminds us of the rush nipper of our old 
English candlesticks. That a rush candle was in use 
among the Romans, we have the the evidence of Pliny, 
who tells us that a rush pith was used for candles4 

Saxon, candel. Dan. Kandil. See "Observations on a pair of candlesticks," 
by Sir S. Mayrick. Arch. xxiii, 317. 

f These are : r.—Found on the floor of the Basilica at Uriconium. It stands 
on three short legs, and has a straight stem expanding towards the mouth of the 
socket ; the diameter of which is about z inch. The total height 41 inches. 

2. Found in a Roman Villa at Abbotts Ann near Andover, Hants. The stem 
springs from a flat plate, perhaps a grease catcher, which rests on three curved 
legs. The top instead of a socket, has a notch across it. Height 5 inches. See 
" Uriconium," by T. Wright, F.S.A. Also a paper in Journ. Arch. Assoc. vol. 
xxv, by S. Cuming, on " Early Candlesticks of Iron." 

3. Found in the Silchester Excavations, 1S9o. A tall stern supported on three 
small bent legs, is surmounted by a circular or oval dish or tray from one side of 
which projects a nozzle. This nozzle or socket has been a flat piece of iron, 
hammered up into a round form, in the same manner as those of Cumberland 
candlesticks of the r7th century. The diameter of the socket at the top is 
inch. It is not improbable that from the other end of the tray, which is much 
broken projected a lamp wick spout. 

$ Hist. Nat. lib. xvi, c. 70. 
If 
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If further testimony of the use of real candles among 
the Romans is required ; it is only necessary to refer to 
the remarkable discovery of such objects in the Roman 
lead mines on Shelve Hill.* 

In mediæval times we find two sorts of candlesticks. 
First, those with sockets, into which the candle fitted : 
second, those having a pricket or spike into which the 
candle was stuck. It has been conjectured that this form 
is the earlier, and that the word " candlestick " does not 
signify an apparatus into which a candle is stuck, but a 
pointed stick on which it is fastened. This is doubtful : 
first on the evidence of the Roman socketed candlesticks, 
a form so handy that it could scarcely be forgotten in a 
country, where it was once known : and secondly from the 
fact that the human hand, the natural socket, would be 
the first to be imitated. A carving (temp. Ed. III), on a 
stall at Winchester, represents a man holding a naked 
candle in front of his face, while two little goblins, of 
which he is evidently very frightened, grimace at him on 
either side. Waxen torches are often referred to in early 
writings, which were a sort of glorified candle, and were 
probably held in the hand : and candlesticks in the form 
of a man holding a pricket or socket are not unknown.t 

With regard to the manufacture of candles, it is proba-
ble that they were home made as a rule, especially in 
country places. Tusser in 1561 tells the farmer :- 

Provide for thy tallow ere frost cometh in, 
And make thine own candle, ere winter begin. 

* See Uriconium (T. Wright, F.S.A.) where one is figured. It is like a modern 
candle, and the fat, though changed by age, apparently tallow. The wicks appear 
to be flax. There is reason to believe from certain indications in the structure, 
that they were not dipped, but a sheet of tallow or wax was rolled round the wick. 
A fracture however reveals an inner core, as if it had been first dipped. Candles 
are also represented in Etruscan paintings. 

t See Observations on a pair of candlesticks of 12th certury. Sir S. R. Meyrick 
Arch. xxiii. 317, where one temp. Ed. III is described. 

$ Notes and Queries 4th series, xi. 171. Tusser, the points of Houswifry. Edit. 
Mayor, 1812, p. 264, ii. 484. 

And 
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Io8 IRON CANDLESTICKS. 

And this would no doubt, especially hold good in a retired 
district like Cumberland and Westmorland. 

The modest rush candle, which is embalmed in Shake-
speare 

And be it moon or sun, or what you please ; 
An if you please to call it a rush candle 
Henceforth I vow it shall be so to me. * 

was a contrivance much used from time Immemorial in 
these parts, and one which is not yet quite extinct in out-of-
the-way corners. Rush candles were always home-made, 
and must not be confounded with the dips with rush wicks 
which were sold in shops at so much a bundle, under the 
name of rushlights. These latter gave a bad light, but 
burned a long while, and were used as night lights. 

The following is a brief account of the method of manu-
facturing the home-made sort, compiled from information 
received from various Cumberland and Furness people 
who still remember them. The rushes t, called in Cum-
berland " sieves,"/ were cut in late summer, or autumn,§ 
care being taken to select those in the second years 
growth. II The small ends were then cut off leaving them 
from 12 to 16 in. long. Next the skin or rind was pealed 
off,¶ with the exception of one or sometimes two strips, 
which were left on for two reasons ; first, to give stability 
to the pith, or rather to lessen the chance of breaking it ; 
and secondly to cause the pith to turn over in burning, and 
so to consume itself more thoroughly, like the tight strand 
in the candle wick of. the present day. The piths were 

* Taming of the Shrew, A. 4, S. 5. 
t Juncus conglomerates or effuses. 
$ Dan. Siv. a rush. 
§ Cumberland superstition says that the only right time for gathering them, was 

during the full moon. 
II They were distinguished by their flower; one year blades have none. 
IT The peelings were made into besoms. 

then 

 
 
 
tcwaas_001_1893_vol12_0013



IRON CANDLESTICKS. 	 I09 

then dried, after which they were passed through, but 
not left to soak in hot fat, which should not be salt, as 
thus caused the light to splutter. 	They were then dried 
by being laid across several thin sticks placed side by side. 
When finished they formed a thin taper, no thicker than 
a rush, which gave a very fair light. They were extremely 
brittle and were.generally stored in a oblong box, or on a 
shelf fixed against the wall, called the rush bark. 

In White's history of Selborne (Hampshire), 1789, there 
is a most interesting account of this manufacture. It is 
probable that most of it would apply to other parts of 
England, and as it is the only contemporary account I 
am acquainted with, I cannot refrain trom giving an 
abstract of it here. 

The proper species of rush for this purpose seems to be the 
juncus effusus, or common soft rush. Thee are in best condition in 
the height of summer, but may be gathered so as to serve the pur-
pose well, quite on to autumn. . . . The largest and strongest 
are the best. Decayed labourers, women, and children, make it their 
business to procure and prepare them. As soon as they are cut they 
must be flung into water and kept there ; otherwise they will dry and 
and shrink, and the peel will not run. At first a person would find 
it no easy matter to divest a rush of its peel or rind, so as to leave 
one regular, narrow, even rib from top to bottom that may support the 
the pith ; but this like other feats, soon becomes familiar to children ; 
and we have seen an old woman, stone-blind, performing the business 
with great despatch, and seldom failing to strip them with the nicest 
regularity. When thus far prepared, they must lie out on the grass 
to be bleached, and take the dew for some nights, and afterwards be 
dried in the sun. Some address is required in dipping these rushes 
in the scalding fat or grease ; but this is to be obtained by practice. 
The careful wife of an industrious Hampshire labourer obtains all 
her fat for nothing ; for she saves the scummings of her bacon pot 
for this use ; and, if the grease abounds with salt, she causes it to 
precipitate to the bottom, by setting the scummings in a warm oven. 

* In some parts of England a canoe-shaped pan with a handle was specially 
used for melting the grease. In Wales it was called " Padellfach" little pan. 

The best sort of fat is half sheeps and half bullocks. Hogs tallow gutters 
smells and smokes. 

Where 
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Where hogs are not much in use, and especially by the sea side, 
coarser animal oil comes very cheap. A pound of common grease 
may be procured for fourpence ; and about six pounds of grease will 
dip a pound of rushes ; and one pound of rushes may be bought for 
a shilling ; so that a pound of rushes ready for use will cost three 
shillings. If men that keep bees will mix a little wax with the 
grease, it will give it a consistency, render it more cleanly, and make 
the rushes burn longer; mutton suet would have the same effect. A 
good rush, in length two feet four inches and a half, being minuted, 
burnt only three minutes short of an hour. These rushes give a good 
clear light. Watch lights (coated with tallow), it is true, shed a 
dismal one, " darkness visible," but the wick of those have two ribs 
of rind to support the pith, while the dipped rush has but one ; the 
two ribs are intended to impede the progress of the flame and make 
the candle last. 	In a pound of dry rushes, avoirdupois, which I 
caused to be weighed and numbered, we found upwards of one thou-
sand six hundred individuals. Now suppose each of these burns, one 
with another, only half-an-hour, a poor man will purchase eight 
hundred hours of light, a time exceeding thirty-three days, for three 
shillings. According to this account each rush, before dipping, cost 
313 of a farthing, and 	afterwards. Thus a poor family will enjoy 
51 hours of comfortable light for a farthing. An old experienced 
housekeeper assures me that z 2  pounds of rushes supplies his family 
the year round, since working people, in the long days, rise and go 
to bed by daylight. Little farmers use rushes much in the short 
days, both morning and evening : but the very poor—always the 
worst economists, buy an half-penny candle every evening, which in 
their blowing open rooms, does not burn much more than two hours. 
Thus they have only two hours light for their money instead of 
eleven." 

A certain amount of care had to be exercised in the use 
of these rush tapers. They were very often carried in the 
hand, but as shown, they were very cheap, and were con-
tinually used for the sake of economy. It was therefore 
necessary to have an apparatus to fix them in : and for 
this purpose, there is on almost all the old local candle-
sticks, a forceps or nipper in which they could be placed. 
In burning, the side with the skin rib, was placed down-
wards. This caused the grease to run down the taper, 
instead of dripping. It was necessary also to place them 

at 
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at a particular slope. If too upright they burned dim, if 
too horizontal they burned too fast, and dripped. The 
use of rush candles of this description was quite common 
till about sixty years ago, and thrifty and old fashioned 
people still occasionally use them in out-of-the-way corners 
of Cumberland, and probably of the sister counties. In 
a year or two it will no doubt be quite impossible to find 
anyone who makes them.* The industry, if industry it 
can be called, has been revived in late years, in the case 
of the well known " fairy lamps," the wicks of which are 
made of rush pith. Rush candles may however properly 
be classed under the heading of " Neo-Archaic " objects. 

It was usual in iron candlesticks to combine the different 
methods. Thus many ancient candlesticks are found with 
socket and rush nipper, or with pricket and socket, or 
a combination of all three. 	I have not yet, however, 
seen an iron pricket from this district. 

The iron candlesticks formerly in use in Cumberland, 
Westmorland, and Furness, may be divided into six 
classes. In these no chronological sequence is attempted, 
but the examples group themselves into different types, 
the simplest of which will be treated first 

i. Rush holders, having no socket for a dip. 
.2. Candle and rush holders combined, with woolen stands. 
3. Tripedal candle and rush holders. 
4. Pendant candle and rush holders. 
5. Tall standard candle and rush holders to place on the ground. 
6. Spiral candle holders. 

I.—RUSH HOLDERS HAVING NO SOCKET FOR A DIP. 

Sir Arthur Mitchell in his lectures entitled " The Past 
in the Present," tells up that in Banffshire, a cleft stick 

* In 1869 they were much used in Galway, and_are still in use in Surrey. Notes 
and Queries 4th S. iii. 552, iv. 3. 

for 
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for holding a rush, was called a " clivvie " : 	and Mr. 
Joseph Lucas also has stated that this was the sort of 
rush stand in use in Nidderdale. t No doubt this was the 
earliest form, everywhere, however late it remained in use 
in any particular locality: and the simplest kind of iron 
rush holder we find, is nothing more than a copy of this 
in metal. There was however, in Cumberland a some-
what more complicated form of wood made of three pieces, 
one flat for a stand, the other two fastened to it, so as to 
meet at the top. Where they met a narrow hole was 
formed in which the rush candle was placed, and through 
which it could be passed up as it burned. A model of one 
of these was kindly made for me by an old Cumbrian now 
living near Hawkshead, who remembers this sort in use 
in the Penrith district. 

In Fig. r. from Hawkshead we see the simplest form of 
iron rush holder copied from a split stick. The short iron 
rod divides near the top into a V shape, the ends of which 
finish in volutes. The stand is a piece of turned wood. 
With this should be compared the Roman specimen from 
Andover. t Rush holders of this kind, but with the stem 
bent at right angles to the holder, were sometimes fixed 
into the posts at the head of a bedstead. Fig. 2. 

A more elaborate and more useful form is shewn in Fig. 
3. which represents a very nice rush holder from Silecroft. 
Here we see a straight stem near the top of which is a 
scissor hinge, on the pivot of which works another piece 
of iron the top of which rests against the top of the main 
piece forming a forceps. The inner sides of the two halves 

* P. 260. 
± Studies in Nidderdale, by Joseph Lucas, pp. 27-2S. 

The Highlanders fir candle before alluded to, was fixed in a similar but larger 
nipper when in use. An interesting series of these are in the Museum of Anti-
quities at Edinburgh. The rush candle was never very common in Scotland. 
The Andover holder of course may have been for a fir candle, but I am unaware 
of the width of the notch in it. Hampshire folks however, as shown by the 
extract from White's Selborne, were great rush burners down to the end of last 
century; and it may have been a local manufacture seventeen or eighteen cen-
turies ago. 

of 
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of this are roughened with filed grooves to hold the rush 
secure, and they finish at the top with small volutes. 
The forceps is kept closed by the weight of the lower half 
of the moveable piece which is like a pump handle, bent 
outwards and finished with a knob, and of sufficient weight 
to nip the rush and hold it. The stand is a neatly wrought 
piece of iron like an inverted saucer. But as a rule it is of 
wood.* 

A still neater but less simple pattern is seen in one in 
the Guildhall Museum. I have found no local example of 
this shape, but I do not doubt that it exists. The nipper 
does not work on a scissor hinge, but is formed by the two 
members being set against each other and secured by a 
hinge inlet into one side. A spring, fastened at its lower 
end to the stem, presses with its opposite end against the 
inner side of the curved handle and so keeps the forceps 
closed. The stand is a small tripod, and the whole is a 
very neatly designed, and executed little article. The rush-
lights sold in shops were regular dips with a rush wick. 
They were burned as nigh tlights, in a sort of lantern open 
at the top, and pierced with innumerable holes, through 
which the light made its way. The one of which I show 
a drawing is of iron, and has a spike or pricket, on which 
the dip was secured. It is probably not over half a 
century old. 

2.—CANDLE AND RUSH HOLDERS COMBINED, ON WOODEN 

STANDS. 

It is curious that the plain socketed form having no 
arrangement for a rush is so rare. As a matter of fact 
among the numerous examples I have examined from these 
parts, I have come across but one example, a hanging 
candlestick (to be mentioed later), which from certain 

In another delapidated example in my possession, the moveable half, instead 
of the ordinary scissor hinge, passes through the fixed half, and works on a pivot. 

features 
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features it possesses may have made its way from Scot-
land.* Of the combined pattern there are many varieties 
but they class themselves chiefly into two groups, in the 
first of which, the candle socket holds the principle place, 
but is supplemented by a rush holder ; and in the other 
the rush holder has the place of honour, and is supple-
mented by a candle socket. The simplest form óf the 
first of these types is found in Fig 4. from Monk Coniston. 
It consists simply of a piece of iron wrought out flat at 
one end, and then hammered up into a socket ; the edges 
overlapping, but not welded. From the back springs a 
short straight pin, between which and the socket, a rush 
could be placed. The stem, which in this case is spirally 
twisted, terminates in a spike which is driven into a some-
what fantastic shaped wooden stand. A slight variation 
from this simple form has two pins, one behind the other 
for rushes ; Fig. 5. is also provided with two pins, but in 
this case on opposite sides of the socket. In this the 
pins end in volutes, and at the junction of the socket, and 
stem, there is a sort of cap of iron which is a separate 
piece, and up to which the spike was driven into the 
original wooden stand which is now broken.t 

The next step is a considerable advance on these forms. 
The socket and stem are of similar construction, but the 
latter is much elongated, no doubt to bring the candle into 
a better level for light giving. The real advance, is how-
ever in the mechanism for nipping and holding the rush. 
Just below the socket, is a hole through the stem, and 
through this working on a pivot is the nipper. On one 
side is a pump-like handle which curves up and ends with 
a knob, which is of sufficient weight to keep the pin on the 

The spiral candlesticks mentioned later have no rush nipper, but this type is 
probably of foreign origin. 

t One from Westmorland has the spike at right angles to the socket. The spike 
however has been tampered with, having been sharpened, in quite modern times : 
so that possibly it may be only the broken end of a pendant candle holder. The 
shape however, with pricket instead of socket does exist, and examples are in the 
Guildhall Museum. Rush holders of this form have already been mentioned. 

other 
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other side pressed against the socket, and was no doubt 
heavy enough to hold the rush firmly. The stand of this 
example, which is from Langdale, is a pyramidal block of 
wood. Fig. 6. 

This system was soon found unsatisfactory, owing to 
the melting grease of the candle running clown and 
clogging the hinge, and in consequence a further elabora-
tion was sometimes adopted which we see in Fig. 7, from 
Coniston. In this, the apparatus for the rush does not 
pass through the stem but is fastened to the side by a 
hinge on a projecting shoulder. The method now applied 
for keeping the nipper to the side of the socket is a strong 
spring, which, rivetted to the inner side of the handle, 
presses with the opposite end against the stem, and so 
keeps the handle away and the nipper against the socket. 
There is now no danger of the grease clogging the hinge, 
and the whole contrivance is as simple and admirable for 
its use as could well be. The finish throughout is also 
better. The socket is forged and welded into a com-
plete and symmetrical tube, the stem is round, and the 
stand has been turned on the lathe. There is however, 
no attempt at ornamentation, except the moulding on the 
latter, and the volute at the end of the handle. 

We now come to the type, in which the rush nipper 
occupies the place of honour. This shape is in fact iden-
dentical with the rush holder Fig. 3, but with a candle 
socket on the end of the handle in place of a knob. The 
type is very common throughout the district, and in some 
parts bears the euphonious nickname of " Tom " or 
" Tommy " candlestick. In detail they vary much ; one 
from Wetheral has a square wooden hase and twisted stem 
and handle, while another from Shap (Fig. 9), has a 
circular stand, (not turned in the lathe), and the nippers 
terminate in volutes. A rather singularr variety is shown 
by one from Kirkby Stephen (Fig io), where the stem is 
bent to one side, to balance the curve of the socket branch, 

giving 
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giving the whole a symmetrical pitchfork shape. A pretty 
example of a " Tom " comes from the Millom district. In 
this the socket (which is unfortunately lost), as well as 
the circular tray for catching the grease, were separate 
pieces. The stand is neatly turned in the lathe (Fig. II). 
Another from Silecroft has an additional pin for an extra 
rush on the side of the socket (Fig. 12). 

There is yet another uncommon shape, in which the 
socket itself is formed in two parts. An iron stem is 
wrought at the top, into one half of a candle socket. 
About half way up, projects a shoulder on which hangs 
by a hinge another piece of iron, the top of which is the 
other half of the socket, and the lower half the handle. 
The socket is closed by the spring principle : and thus, 
reversing our modern system, is self fitting to the candle, 
instead of the candle being self fitting to the socket. 
Probably the socket was thus made in two parts so that 
a rush could be placed in it, as there is no separate rush 
nipper. This example is from Hawkshead. In another 
from Westmorland which is otherwise similar, there is on 
one side of the socket a fixed rush pin. A curious feature 
in this one, consists of four semi-circular niches in the 
edges of the half sockets, which when closed by a spring 
(now lost), form two holes in the socket opposite one 
another. I imagine this was to place a spare rush in, ready 
to replace the expiring one (Fig. 8). 

3.—TRIPEDAL CANDLE AND RUSH HOLDERS. 

We have seen that Roman candlesticks of tripedal form, 
have been found in Britain, and it is at least possible that 
the mediæval, and comparatively modern ones, of similar 
designs, are their direct representatives. That is to say ; 
the Romans introduced the shape, which obtained as long 
as candlesticks were commonly made of iron, until, in fact, 
that metal was superseded by brass or silver, which among 

the 
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the rural classes did not take place until this century. I 
have however come across no local example which can be 
referred to an earlier date than the 17th century : although 
I am able to show you drawings of earlier ones from other 
districts. 

From the beautiful valley of Great Langdale, I have a 
small example of the tripedal. type (Fig. 13). It consists 
of three principal parts. The stand composed of three 
flat curved legs ; the stem and socket, octagonal, and at-
tached to the tripod by a screw and nut. The rush nipper 
fastened to a shoulder, by a hinge and V spring. The 
nipper has a curved handle, and the shoulder on which it 
hangs, is composed of two separate plates of iron let into, 
and brazed to the stem. 

A much more elegant specimen of this class comes from 
Ambleside, and is shown in Fig. 14. The stand consists 
of three curved legs (not flat), which end in feet formed 
something like a mediæval sollaret. The stem which is 
octagonal above and round below, (the junction being 
ornamented with small notches to break the transition), 
is terminated above by a cross piece, brazed to it, and 
forming two shoulders. On this stands one half of the 
socket longitudinally divided : and hinged to one of the 
shoulders, is the other half, which is kept to its fellow by 
a V spring and handle. On the other shoulder works the 
nipper, and its hândle, and spring, while on the side of 
the moveable half of the socket, is a dummy nipper of 
exactly the same shape, for the sake of symmetry. It 
will be observed that this is the first attempt at real, i.e. 
unnecessary ornamentation, we have seen. The handles 
curve up and terminate in knobs, with circular and star 
shaped ornaments. 

This candlestick is an interesting example of old local 
blacksmith's art. I purchased it in 1884, from a black-
smith whose ancestors had, I understood, for a long while, 
followed the same occupation. At that time he was eighty 

years 
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years of age, and according to the account I received, the 
candlestick was made by his great-grandfather. It must 
therefore be of early 18th or late 17th century date.* 

Lastly in Fig. 15, we have the iron tripedal candlestick, 
in its decadence. It consists of four parts, tripod, socket, 
rush nipper, and extractor. There is no stem. The 
socket is a barrel of iron screwed to the three flat curved 
legs, with a small moulding to break the junction. This 
funnel and moulding seem to have been turned in the 
lathe. In the socket, and projecting under the tripod is 
a ramrod to extract a refractory candle end, which gives 
the whole a very modern aspect. The shoulder on which 
the nipper works by a hinge, is brazed to the socket, more 
than half way up ; and we have the usual curved handle, 
volute, and V spring. The cap at the top of the funnel is 
a separate piece. This example was kindly given to me 
by Miss Rainford of Furness Abbey Hotel. 

From Troutbeck, I exhibit a very similar one. The legs 
and handle have lost their curves and the volute has 
dwindled. 

These pieces are clumsy in design, and probably more 
modern than any of the others. If, as I think, the sockets 
are turned in the lathe, they show the end of the black-
smith as a. candlestick maker. The next step would be 
to cast them in a mould, and these would again be followed 
by those of brass now seen in every kitchen and cottage. 

A singular specimen is shown in Fig. 16 which belongs 
to Mr. George Browne of Troutbeck who kindly lent it to 
me for examination. A tall rod stands up from a tripod, 
and on this works a sliding contrivance for holding two 
dips, and two rushes. This consists of two flat pieces of 
iron connected at either end by a long socket. The rod 

*A variation of this type is shown in an engraving in Lucas's Studies in Nidder-
dale. In this, the socket is similarly divided, but there is no corresponding handle 
and spring for the nipper. Instead, there are two pins continued side by side 
from the socket for holding a rush. 

passes 
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passes through holes in thé flat crosspieces, and two springs 
fixed in the framework and pressing against the rod, 
enables the moveable part to be fixed at any height. In-
side the sockets are moveable pieces to raise the dip or to 
extract the end of one. On the upper crosspiece are fixed 
two V shaped rush holders. The total height is now 22 
inches, but the rod was originally longer, and has been 
broken and bent to a hook. 

This candlestick is poor in design, and although the 
sockets are not of the turned sort, its general appearance, 
and especially its feature of candle extractor, proves that 
it is one of the more modern sort : it probably dates from 
the end of last century. 

4.—PENDENT CANDLE AND RUSH HOLDERS. 

That a pendent form of candle holder would occur, we 
should naturally expect. The origin of hanging lights 
would probably be a torch secured to the end of a drooping 
bough. Being thus in the first instance an out of door 
idea, its development more generally took the form of a 
lantern, in which the flame was protected from the 
weather. Nevertheless the advantage of having an indoor 
pendent light, which could not be upset, would soon be 
perceived. Hanging candle holders are not of as common 
occurrence as those with a stand. Of the simplest form, 
which simply consists of a straight iron rod with a hook 
at the top for suspension, and at the lower end one, or 
more often, two sockets on branches,* I have come across 
no local examples. There are however several varieties 
to be found in Cumberland, Westmorland, and Furness. 
The first of these Fig. 17 from Silecroft, is an improve-
ment on the simple form just described. A rod with a 
hook at the top curves up at the lower end to a socket. 

* Examples of this type are in the Guildhall Museum. 
fastened 
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Fastened to the stem near the curve, on the same principle 
as the " Tom " is another socket and rush nipper. The 
rod and curves are spirally twisted. 

In Fig. 18 from Wreay, Carlisle, we have another type. 
In this the socket is on a branch, with a hinge in the 
centre, which projects at right angles from a piece of iron 
which travels up and down a rod. This travelling piece 
could be fixed at any point on the rod by a spring. The 
rod is now only 14 inches long, but has been broken ; the 
broken end is bent to a hook, in which manner no doubt 
it was completed when unbroken. The socket is not 
welded, and on one of the edges, which do not meet, there 
are four notches the object of which is obscure. 

The whole appearance of this candlestick is Scottish : 
the method of regulating the position of the socket on the 
rod, the lack of a rush nipper, and the hinge in the 
branch, the latter a characteristic feature on Scottish fir 
candle holders, but one I have never seen on an English 
candlestick. Mr. Lees, F.S.A. who kindly forwarded it 
to me to draw, obtained it I believe from a blacksmith at 
Wreay : so it may possibly have found its way from over 
the border. 

The next advance in pendent candle holders is found 
in one in my possession from Hawkshead. It consists of 
two parts : one a rod of iron, a foot in length, which 
curves up at its lower end and is completed by a socket of 
the unwelded sort, from the front of which springs a volute 
to hold a rush : * the other end of the rod is bent into a 
hook. The other part consist of a flat piece of iron, per-
forated with nine holes, and turned up into a foot at the 
lower end, through which one of the perforations is made. 
In use the hook of the rod was passed through the foot of 

* That these fixed volutes which occur on so many early candlesticks, (both 
pricket and socket), were meant at all events often for a rush, and not merely 
for ornament, seems fairly proved by one of the pendent examples in the Guild-
hall, which branches into two sockets, only one of which has, or ever had, a 
volute. If for ornament there would have certainly been two. 

the 
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the flat piece, and could then be run up, and adjusted to 
any convenient length by fixing the hook in one of the 
holes. The flat piece also finishes at the top in a larger 
hook for suspension. 

A much larger specimen is shown in Fig. 19 from Monk 
Coniston. The upper part is 26 in. long with nine holes, 
and the whole, when fully extended, measures 45 in. in 
length. At the bottom of the lower part is a cross piece, 
having brazed on at one end a socket, and on the other is 
a V shaped bifurcation, for the rush. 

From Eskdale, I have a finer example (Fig. 20). The 
rod is 191 in. long and the whole when fully extended 40 
in. At the bottom of the rod, is fixed by a hinge, the 
socket, and rush nipper. These are formed of a piece of 
iron bent at a right angle, at the place it is hinged to the 
rod, a grease catcher, and socket. The weight of the 
latter part keeps the nipper, which terminates in a small 
volute, pressed against the rod. The socket itself, which 
is of open work, is, with the square grease catcher, 
rivetted on to the longer end of this right angled piece. 
The upper half is semi-circular in section, forming a 
groove in which the rod lies, turned up at the end into a 
foot like the last specimen, and has ten holes. The top 
finishes with a swivel and ring. When attached and 
hung this candlestick is really a very graceful as well as 
handy contrivance, and simple though it be, is an honour 
to the old Cumberland artificer who made it. It is said to 
have come from the great sheep farm of Butterilket, in 
Eskdale. I have another from Woodlands, near Brough-
ton-in-Furness, which has the upper part flat and pierced 
with twenty-seven holes. It measures extended 47 inches. 
Yet another from Dunnerdale is in the possession of Mr. 
William Hodgson of Ulverston, which only essentially 
differs from these in having the socket branch at right 
angles to the hook. All these are so similar that, coming 
from adjacent valleys as they do, it is not improbable that 

they 
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they were made in the same forge. They are all probably 
of 17th century date. 

These hanging candleholders were used during the 
process of sheep salving, for which purpose they were 
well adapted.  The statesman from whom I obtained the 
Coniston specimen remembers it in use. Dunnerdale, 
Eskdale, and Woodlands, it may be remarked, are all 
noted sheep districts. 

A somewhat kindred form was in use in the south. I 
exhibit drawings of three from the Guildhall Museum 
• on the ratch and catch principle, which would be more 
troublesome to work than the hole and hook. They are 
rather more ornate, the lower Or ratch parts being sur-
mounted by fleurs-de-lis, and in one case by a cock. This 
last is from Surrey.* They are all 17th century. 

5.—TALL STANDARD CANDLE AND RUSH HOLDERS TO 
PLACE ON THE GROUND. 

There was yet another class, of which I have never seen 
a local example. That it existed is shown by a passage 
in an article in the Lonsdale Magazine.t 

The candlestick was a light upright pole fixed in a log of wood, 
and perforated with a row of holes up one side, in which a piece of 
iron fixed at right angles and furnished with a socket for holding 
tallow candles, and a kind of pincers for rushes, was moved upwards 
and downwards, as most convenient. 

An engraving in the Journ. Arch. Assoc.* shows one of 
this type, 3ft. 6in. in height. The type was evidently 
meant for use in bedrooms where there was no table. 

Journ. Arch. Assoc. xxv. Syer Cuming on " Early candlesticks of iron." 
Also Proc. Soc. Ant. IV. p. 159, where another similar from Surrey is described. 

 Vol. III. p. 289. " Westmorland as it was " from the Rev. Mr. Hodgson's 
Topographical, and Historical description of the County; with notes and 
observations. 

 XXV. pl. 1, p. 56. Syer Cuming, ut ante. An earlier example is also 
given, in which the pole is also iron. In this case the socket projects from a 
plate, through which the pole passes and slides up and down by means of a spring. 
Another similar is in the possession of Mr. A. Hartshorne, F.S.A. 

Being 
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Being made chiefly of wood they have no doubt mostly 
been broken up for firewood, the limbo of discarded furni-
ture. I should be glad to hear of any examples which 
still remain in the district. 

6.—SPIRAL CANDLESTICKS. 

There is a quite distinct form of candlestick which is in no 
way connectcd with any of the preceding types. Its 
main feature is the spiral. It is very uncommon, and I 
have only met with three examples. In each case the 
mechanism is similar, with slight variation in detail. 
Fig. 2I, kindly lent me by Mr. T. Carrick, of Keswick, was 
the property of an old Bewcastle family for many genera-
tions. It is entirely constructed of iron. The component 
parts are stand, stem, and spiral socket, and a moveable 
piece working in the socket by which the candle could be 
elevated as it decreased in length. The stand is a square 
plate of iron 4in. square, turned down at the edges. The 
socket is a rod of iron curled into a spiral in its upper 
half. The elevator has a projecting handle with volute, 
and within the spiral is a solid drum of iron on which the 
candle rested. There are no flanges on the drum to hold 
the candle. The date may possibly be as early as the 
i6th century. Figs. 22 and, 23 are very like each other, 
and were, no doubt, made bÿ the same craftsmen, having 
been obtained together, I believe, at Penrith. Fig. 22 the 
taller is 74in. in height. The stand is a conical block of 
wood (oak ?), turned in the lathe, by which a multitude 
of small mouldings have been formed by way of ornament. 
The spiral socket is made of a band of iron, curled in the 
same manner as the last. There is, however, no stem, 
the spiral springing straight from the stand. The 
arrangement for raising the candle is similar, but there 
are two projecting plain but curved handles on opposite 
sides, and within the spiral there are two small flanges, 

forming 
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forming a socket for the reception of the candle. The 
diameter of this internal socket is only ein. ; that of the 
spiral, inside measurement tin., which is the same as the 
Bewcastle example. Fig. 23 is only 6in. high, and differs 
from the last in having a ring on the top of the spiral 
(which may also have once been the case with its fellow), 
and in. haying an external socket with a small grease 
catcher projecting on one side of the elevator. This is a 
flat piece of iron bent round, not welded, and rivetted to 
the grease catcher. Its diameter is over in. ; that of the 
spiral, about 1in. Within the latter, upon the elevator, 
are flanges like those of Fig. 22. This, therefore, is a 
two-light candlestick. I am inclined to refer both these 
to the 17th century. When these three examples came 
under my notice I felt some doubt if they were of local 
manufacture. Spiral candlesticks on the same principle 
were in use in Nuremburgh 200 years ago, and the type is 
not extinct, as the old patterns are now reproduced at 
Munich, and can be bought in London. I do not suppose, 
however, that the shape was confined to Bavaria, but, 
excepting these, I have never seen an English example. 
The shape was, however, used in Scandinavia. It will 
be noticed that there is no provision for the rush, 
the invariable accompaniment, as already seen, of all 
other types of North country iron candle holders. The 
explanation of this may be that they were part of the 
furniture of a somewhat wealthier class, who did not use 
the economical rush candle. 

From this series we may draw the following conclu-
sions :—The middle and lower classes in Cumberland, 
Westmorland, and Furness, during the 17th and 18th 
centuries,* were dependent for artificial light on two 
kinds of candles, both of which were equally in use. The 
dips, judging from the diameter of the sockets of existing 

* Nearly all the candle holders described belong to this period. 
candle 
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candle holders, averaged about - of an inch, and were 
probably in many instances still home made.* The rush 
candle, which has been fully described, was always so. 
The candlestick, or holder, was made in a variety of 
forms, generally of iron, or iron and wood. It was, 
doubtless, manufactured by the village smith and the 
village joiner. In the smithy the simple processes of 
rivetting, brazing, and welding were practised, although 
the latter was generally avoided in forming the sockets. 
In the carpenter's shop the lathe was used in some cases 
for forming the stand, but by no means generally. 

In the inventories attached to wills we often find 
candlesticks valued. The material of which they were 
made is, however, seldom mentioned.t The valuation of 
some of these lead to the conclusion that they must have 
been formed of some more costly material than iron un-
less they were of very high-class workmanship. Others 
again have so low a figure put to them that they may well 
have been similar to the examples I have been describing. 
Thus, while Christopher Threlkeld, of Melmerby, who 
died in 1569, possessed 
ii candlesticks, the price xvis., 

his kinsman Rowland, 1565, had in the kitchen 
v candylstyckes, xxd. 

A cheap lot at 4d. each. In that of William Orfeur, of 
Highclose, Plumbland, 1614, we find 

* The small oil lamp used in Scotland, and called the " cruzie," does not 
appear to have been known so far south. 

 The candlesticks used in royal residences, and among wealthy people in 
mediæval times, were inexpensive, and not improbably iron. Thus in the time 
of Henry III. a candlestick for the King's private chamber cost only 8d. 
" Although large quantities of plate were in the royal wardrobe, the use of 
silver candlesticks does not appear to have prevailed to any extent in the Royal 
chambers." J. H. Turner : Domestic Architecture, from the Conquest to xiii. 
cent. ; p. lot. 

In the 14th cent., among the goods of John Marmaduke, Lord of Horden, 3 
pair of candlesticks are valued at 6d. 

Cumb. and Westmor. Antiq. and Arch. Assoc. X. 29, etc. In the inventory 
of Thomas Threlkelde Bayliffe of Burgh, 1603, is a similar entry mentioning the 
material "Itm vi latten candlesticks vs." 

6 candlesticks 
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6 candlesticks, 9s.* 

More often the candlesticks are valued in a lot with other 
effects, so that we get no idea of their value. Thus the 
inventory of Rowland Nicholson, of Hawkshead Hall, 
1590, contains 

Itm potte candlesticke and chafing dishe 	iiji vjs viijd t 

and that of Allan Nicholson, 1616, 

Itm brass potts candlesticks and mortars weighinge vj" 

In that of Sir Henry Curwen, 1597, 
Itm candlesticks pewther potts and other implements iij£ + 

These values seem very high as money went in those 
days. But we must remember that in all these cases the 
inventories are those of local squires and gentry, whose 
domestic furniture would be of a somewhat more costly 
character than those of the statesmen, to which class 
most of the candlesticks described in this paper may be 
referred. It would be of interest to examine a series of 
inventories of the 16th, i7th, and 18th centuries for this 
purpose, which I have not had an opportunity of doing. 

In conclusion, I must express my thanks to the following 
ladies and gentlemen who have kindly lent me specimens 
to draw, or in other ways have facilitated this inquiry :— 

The President of this Society ; The Library Committee, The Guild-
hall, London ; Mr. George Browne, Troutbeck ; Mr. T. Carrick, 
Keswick; Mr. J. Eccleston. Silecroft ; Mr. J. G. Goodchild, F.G.S. ; 
Mr. William Hartley, Kirkby Stephen; Mr. Albert Hartshorne, 
F.S.A., Bradbourne Hall, Ashbourne ; Mr. William Hodgson, Ulver-
ston ; Mr. Hilliard, Coniston ; The Rev. T. Lees, F.S.A., Wreay, 
Carlisle ; Miss Rainford, Furness Abbey Hotel ; Mrs. Taylor, 
Hawkshead ; Mr. W. Wilkinson, Church View, Shap ; Mr. T. Wilson 
Aynam Lodge, Kendal. 

* Cumb. and Westmor. Antiq. and Arch. Assoc. III. 115. 
Idem XI. 32. 

$ Idem V. 316. 

xi1b  iijl xis  iiid 

Mr. 
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APPENDIX. 
The remarkable quadripedal object shown in Fig. 24 belongs to 

Mr. George Browne, of Troutbeck, who brought it under my notice 
as a rush holder. Although I have seen the same type in Museums, 
I must at once confess my ignorance as to its exact use. It stands 
on four iron legs, the feet wrought out flat and turned up into bold 
volutes. These legs are rivetted on to a box-shaped frame of iron, 
from which rises a stem which finishes in a pivot and screw. Placed 
on the pivot, and secured in that place by an ornamental nut, is a 
peculiar instrument. This consists of a circular pan divided in the 
centre, and each half of which is attached to a handle. Between the 
handles is a spring which keeps them apart and the two halves of the 
pan together. To part these sides the handles must be pressed 
together. In the flat of the pan where the halves meet are two 
small holes, seemingly for holding rushes. 

I can hardly conceive that this construction is meant solely for 
holding two rushes. The pan may be intended to catch such grease 
as might run down the rushes, but any that dripped straight from 
the flame would not be caught except when so small a portion of the 
rush was above the pan that it would have to be almost instantly 
raised. Possibly some further use was made of the pan—as to hold 
flint, steel, and tinder ready for use. 

The general design, which is very good, does not look to me like 
local work. Although it has been in Mr. Browne's family for several 
generations, I should not be surprised if it originally came from 
Germany. 

NOTE TO THE PLATES. 
The drawings of Candlesticks, from which the plates are taken, 

were drawn to the scales of one half for the smaller, and one fifth 
for the larger specimens. It was hoped that in reducing them for 
illustration, they could be brought respectively to the scales of one 
fourth and one tenth. It proved, however, impossible to do this 
exactly, and the illustrations are, as a matter of fact, a trifle smaller 
than these scales. Figs. 2 to 15  inclusive, Fig. 18, and Figs. 21 to 
24 inclusive are rather less than one fourth scale ; and Figs. 16, 17, 
19, and 20, are rather less than one tenth. 
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