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ART. XXVIII.—Incense Cup found at Old Parks, Kirkos-
wald. 

By the President. 
Read at Seascale, September, 21St, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour, by the kindness of Mr. W. Potter 
of Old Parks, Kirkoswald, the County Councillor for 

the Edenhall Division, to exhibit a small vessel of coarse 
earthenware, of the class known as incense cups. This 
was found in commencing to clear away a large mound 
of stones in a field close to Mr. Potter's farmhouse of 
Parks or Old Parks, which, by that gentleman's kind-
ness, I have had an opportunity of examining in company 
with the Rev. H. A. Macpherson. The mound is circular, 
roughly speaking, with a diameter of about seventy-seven 
feet, and a height above the level of the adjacent ground 
of about four feet. It is hollow in the centre, inducing 
us to conjecture that it had been opened at some remote 
date. It is proposed to remove the whole mound and 
plough the site ; with that in view, some thirty cart loads 
of stones have been taken from the circumference in one 
place, and in so doing the incense pot now exhibited was 
found. Attention was thus directed to the place, and a few 
fragments of a large urn were discovered, and a few bits 
of calcined bone ; others had probably been carted away, 
unnoticed. There can however be no doubt that the 
incense cup now before you was, as usually the case, 
inside a large cinerary urn full of calcined bones. As 
this interment was in the extreme circumference of the 
mound, it is probable others may be found in similar 
positions, and for them Mr. Potter will keep a keen look 
ut. 
We dug into the centre of the mound, where some large 

slabs of stone were lying about, and found the ruins of a 
large 
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large cist, which had been opened and plundered at some 
remote period : its contents had been taken away or had 
perished, except two or three vertebra and a fragment of a 
a skull, which are not apparently human. We also found 
a very little charcoal, and some stones that had been 
subject to the action of fire. 

On one of the stones was a curious artificial mark or 
grooving, similar to those found on other cists in the 
district, and on Long Meg herself. Antiquaries are not 
agreed upon the meaning of these symbols ; but they are 
found largely in India, and probably refer to Lingam and 
Mahadeo worship. 

These so-called incense cups are invariably found with 
interments after cremation, and the name of incense cups 
was given to them by someone who supposed that they 
were vessels in which to burn incense, aromatic oils, or 
perfumes for the purpose of concealing the odour of the 
burning body after fumigation ; but it is not probable that 
the race of people who used these cups were sufficiently 
refined for such a use of incense or perfumes. Again they 
have been taken for lamps, but this is improbable, as 
many of them have perforations in the sides and bottoms. 
The last conjecture is that they are chafers, for carrying 
to the funeral pyre with some degree of ceremony, the fire 
wherewith to kindle it ; their size renders them suitable 
for carrying about a piece of lighted touchwood or tinder, 
and the perforations in the sides and bottoms would, by 
means of a draught, help to keep such alight. There are 
four in the Carlisle Museum, which were found at Gar- 
lands, near Carlisle, when the Lunatic Asylum was built. 
They 'belong to the neolithic or late stone age, but are 
found associated with bronze articles. 

In the vicinity of his residence, Mr. Potter showed us 
the site of an old forge, a cinder heap, and also some 
earthworks on the High Moor, but so much obliterated 
by cultivation that we could make nothing of them. 
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