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ART. V.—The Bishop's or Baron's Dyke, Crosby-on-Eden. 
BY T. H. HODGSON. 

Read at that place August gth, 1895.  

BETWEEN Bleatarn and White Moss the Roman wall 
and vallum are crossed by a mediæval boundary 

known as the Bishop's or Baron's Dyke, which was, and 
indeed is, the dividing line between the Bishop of Carlisle's 
Manor (or barony) of Linstock and the Barony of Gilsland. 
Near the wall it is not very noticeable, and to anyone not 
knowing the country appears little more than an ordinary 
headrigg on which some trees have been planted. For 
most of its course it has been more or less destroyed, 
though it is always marked by a fence which is to this day 
the parish (and Manor) boundary. But about a mile and 
a half to the south of the wall, not far from Newby, for 
some three or four hundred yards the dyke is in a fairly 
good state of preservation, and I have thought that a 
profile (of which two are given here) sheaving its construc-
tion may be of some interest in connection with the 
explorations of the Roman vallum, of which this dyke is 
pretty much a reduced copy. Mr. Seebohm remarks (The 
English Village Community, p. 9) speaking Of the descrip-
tion of boundaries given in a presentment made by the 
jury of the Manor of Hitchin in 1819, " the form in which 
these boundaries are given is of great antiquity. It is a 
form used by the Romans two thousand years ago, and 
almost continuously followed from that time to this." 
Now, as we see that the form of verbal description of 
boundaries used by the Romans has been in use con-
tinously to the present day, it does not seem unlikely that 
the material form of the boundary lines used by them 
should be also followed. I think no one can fail to be 
struck by the resemblance of the Baron's Dyke, a known 
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r46 	THE BISHOP'S OR BARON'S DYKE. 

mediceval boundary, to the Roman vallum, and this 
appears to me to give considerable support to the views 
of those who hold that the vallum was constructed as a 
boundary rather than as a military work. 

The Baron's Dyke consists of two parallel mounds 
running nearly north and south, with a space between 
them of about io feet between the bases of thé interior 
slopes. The distance between the axes of the mounds is 
about 20 feet and the distance from the base of exterior 
slope of east mound to the base of exterior slope of west 
mound, or " overall," is about 3o feet. The mounds are 
about four to five feet above the surface, the east mound 
being the highest, but this may be accidental and due to 
the wear of centuries. They appear to have been formed 
of earth thrown out of a ditch at their interior bases, the 
space between the mounds not being as in the vallum 
occupied by one great ditch ; there are most distinctly two, 
with a strip of apparently original surface between them. 
It is possible also that some soil may have been thrown up 
from the exterior, as in most places the ground seems to 
slope, though very slightly, towards the mounds. There 
is a ditch at the base of each interior slope, very small on 
the west, one of considerable size on the east. These, 
however, appear to be of modern construction for the 
purposes of drainage, and as they do not seem to have 
formed any part of the original design they have been 
omitted from the profiles, which will give the best notion 
of the construction of this boundary. It will be seen that 
the difference between it and the Valium consists (r) in 
the absence of the third mound usually found in the 
Vallum ; (2) the two interior ditches instead of the one 
great ditch of the Valium. Otherwise it strongly resembles 
that work, but on a smaller scale, and to me, at least, it is 
hard to resist the conclusion that the design was suggested 
by the Valium which at the date of the erection of the 
Baron's Dyke must have been in a fairly perfect condition. 
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