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ART. V.—The Seal of Willyam Byrbanke, Archdeacon of 
Carlisle. By the REV. JAMES WILSON, M.A. 

Communicated at Shap Wells, July 15, 1897. 

WHILST examining at the Record Office some deeds 
 of surrender of the smaller monasteries, needed for 

the endowment of the colleges that Cardinal Wolsey was 
about to set up at Ipswich and Oxford, I met with the 
seal of one of the Archdeacons of Carlisle, a copy of which 
I venture to lay before this Society. 	The discovery was 
all the more satisfactory as no peal of the kind had been 
previously known. The seal now in use by the Archdeacon 
is a sede vacante seal of uncertain date, procured at some 
period to be used by the custos of the See of Carlisle, and 
has no connection with the Archdeaconry, except that it 
has acted as a substitute for the Archdeacon's seal as 
far as living memory or tradition reaches. The finding of 
Archdeacon Byrbanke's seal disposes of the suggestion 
that there was only one official seal handed down from 
one Archdeacon to another, and probably löst when the 
Chancellor began to usurp archidiaconal functions. It 
now appears as likely as it is reasonable that each Arch-
deacon, on his attainment of the office, procured a seal 
according to his own taste after the custom of the bishops. 
At what date the Archdeacon of Carlisle broke with the 
canonical custom of procuring a distinctive seal, and 
adopted, instead, a pseudo-seal for the Archdeaconry 
which afterwards became ambulatory, there is at present 
no evidence to show. 

At least six impressions of Archdeacon Byrbanke's seal 
exist, and all of them are of the same date in February 
1524-5. They are attached to the deeds of survey and 

* This seal is figured and described in these Transactions, vol. viii, 166-173. 
surrender 
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36 	THE SEAL OF ARCHDEACON BYRBANKE. 

surrender of the monastic houses of Causay (de Calceto), 
Poghley, Sandwell, Stanesgate, Tonbridge, and Tyckford,* 
surrenders taken by Byrbanke, as commissioner for Henry 
VIII. and Wolsey. Other surrenders were taken by him, 
but the seals are now missing. The illustration here 
exhibited is from the seal attached to the Tonbridge sur- 

SEAL OF 
	 SEAL OF 

ARCHDEACON BYRBANKE. 	 BISHOP KITE. 

render, and has been reproduced from a squeeze by the 
experienced hand of Mr. St. John Hope, Assistant Secre- 

* The official address of these seals at the Record Office may be thus tabu-
lated :- 

State Papers, Henry VIII, vol. IV, 1137  (4) Causay, II Feb. 1524. 
5, 	 „ (so) Poghley, 14 ,, 	,, 

„ 	 „ 	„ (12) Sandwell, 4 „ 
„ 	„ 	„ 	 „ (14) Stanesgate, 9 „ 
„ 	 „ 	 „ 	 „ (16) Tonbridge, 8 „ 	„ 
„ 	 3, 	 „ (17) Tyckford,  5 >> 	„ 

Archdeacon Byrbanke's commission in these matters may be found in vol. IV, 
989 and 1137(2). It will be seen that I have retained the spelling of the Arch-
deacon's name as it appears on the seal. In Latin documents, as we should 
expect, it is invariably Burlances, but persons at this date observed no inflexible 
rule in personal orthography. The legend of the seal is a curious mixture of 
Latin and English. 

tary 

 
 
 
tcwaas_001_1899_vol15_0007



THE SEAL OF ARCHDEACON BYRBANKE. 	37 

tary to the Society of Antiquaries of London. It bears 
some resemblance to the seal of Bishop Kite, Byrbanke's 
diocesan, and it is in Mr. Hope's opinion " apparently by 
the same engraver." The seal is oval, 2- inches by I 
inches, and shows, under a triple canopy supported by 
pillars in the Renaissance style, the Blessed Virgin 
crowned, three-quarters length and three-quarters face, 
with the Holy Child on her right arm, the head being 
encircled with rays. Below, there is a shield of arms 
charged quarterly, but the charges are indistinct, and 
supported from behind by a cherub or angel with expanded 
wings. The legend is 

SIG' 	WILLY°M :'< BYRBANKE 	DECRET' 

ORV' 	DOCTOR 	ARCHI' 	KA'.ZLIOLEN' à  

The Archdeacon, as one of the greater prelates, was 
entitled by canon lawt to mount his name and any other 
cognizance he chose on the legend of his seal together 
with the titular nature of his office, a privilege denied to 
the officials of lesser degree. 

Though the diocese of Carlisle saw little of its Arch-
deacon while Dr. Byrbanke held the office, a few notes on 
his career may be recorded, that we may see in what sort 
of transactions he was engaged throughout what may seem 
a long ministry. We find him as early as 1488 in the 
service of Bishop Richard Bell, whose memory is perpetu-
ated by the beautiful brass in his cathedral and by the 
tower which bears his monogram at his palace of Rose. 

*The seal of Bishop Kite is engraved and described in these Transactions, 
vol. XII, 212-227, but is reproduced on the opposite page for comparison. 

t For the law on the seals of Archdeacons in England see the Constitutions of 
Otho in Lyndwood de Sig illis autheizticis, pp. 67-7o, et passim, edition 1679. 
These constitutions, we know, were in force in the diocese of Carlisle. See also 
what was intended by the ecclesiastical-law reformers in the i6th century in 
that most interesting but abortive document, the Refórmatio Legum, edited by 
Cardwell in IS,5o, where the authentic seals of all church officials, then proposed 
to be continued, are enumerated and the custody of them regulated. 

As 
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As Bishop Bell's caj5ellanus he was often engaged on dio-
cesan affairs or sent to direct the bailiffs in the manage-
ment of the Bishop's estates. He was a native perhaps of 
Penrith or its neighbourhood,' and was educated at Cam-
bridge,t where he took the degree of bachelor of canon 
law. In í5o8 he was nominated by the Austin Priory of 
Conysheved it in Lancashire as one of their proctors to the 
diocesan synod of Carlisle by virtue of the appropriation 
of the church of Overton in Westmorland to that house, 
a parish of which he seems to have been the incumbent. 
In the same year Archbishop Baynbridge was sent ambas-
sador to Rome, and Byrbanke accompanied him as one of 
his secretarial staff. In Rome he made the acquaintance 
of Erasmus, as Erasmus himself tells us, which afterwards 
ripened into a life-long friendship. 	In 1512 he was 
appointed a prebendary of Fenton, in the Church o 
York,§ which he held till 1531, when he resigned. On 
the death of Cardinal Baynbridge he acted as one of his 
executors and wrote those letters 11  to Henry VIII. so 
seriously compromising Silvester de Giglis, the infelix 
Silvester, as he was fond of calling himself, Bishop of 
Worcester, and connecting him with the poisoning of the 

* fhe name of Burbanlce was prevalent in Penrith in the 16th century, as a 
reference to the printed register of that parish will show. 	Bishop Nicolson has 
recorded a memorial inscription in Greystoke Church, dated 152o, to Thomas 
Bourbank, Archdeacon of Carlisle (Mi3cellany Accounts, pp. 131-2). Another 
Thomas Burbank was a native of the neighbouring parish of Dacre and founder 
of the school of Blencow in 1577 (Jefferson's Leath bard, p. 196). 	Under the 
guise of Bowerbank the name is traceable in that district, intermarrying with the 
Fetherstonhaughs and Fletcher-Vanes (Ibid, pp. 292, 431 , 452). 
t Jortin's Erasmus, vol. I, 150: Athenæ Cantabrigienses, vol. 1, 41, 528. 
* Rydal Hall MSS. p. 5, Hist. MSS. Com. 12th Report, App. vij. 
f Hardy's Le Neve, vol. III, 1S5. 
J These two letters are in the British Museum, Vitellius B. ii. ff. 94-97, and 

have been printed by Sir Henry Ellis, Original Letters, Ist series, vol. I, 99-108. 
In the second letter Sir Henry would lead us to believe that Byrbanke's signature 
was entire, though it had been destroyed in the first. 	On reference to the 
Museum for a tracing of the signature, the following reply has been received 
from Mr. Geo. F. Warner, F.S.A., Assistant-Keeper of the MSS.:—QQ In neither 
of his two letters in Vitellius B. ii. does the signature remain. 	The edges of the 
volume suffered in the fire of 1731 and the signatures were burnt away, only the 
top of the " b " in each case being visible." 	His signature may be found 
attached to certain notarial exemplifications in June 1522 at the Record Office 
(S. P. Henry VIII, vol. iii., 2333(6)(12) 

cardinal. 
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cardinal. The Bishop rewarded his traducer by defaming 
him in turn among his friends as " that scoundrel Bur-
banke," or again that he " does not know under heaven a 
greater dissembler." The Pope, Leo X., acted as peace-
maker between the belligerents, absolving the Bishop* 
sub plumbo of all knowledge of the crime, and creating 
Byrbanke a prothonotary apostolic with a strong recom-
mendation, on his departure from Rome, to the King's 
favour. Soon after his return to London he received a 
post in the household of Wolsey, whom he accompanied 
to Cambridge in 1520 where he received the distinction of 
doctor of decrees, the academic designation we find on his 
seal. In the same year, 152o,í as Archdeacon of Carlisle, 

This Bishop was second of the four Italians who held the See of Worcester 
in succession, a circumstance which provoked the merriment of Fuller, the 
historian. 

t It may be useful, as a basis for further search, to note some certain dates in 
the succession of the Archdeaconry, as the received list is rather faulty at this 
period :- 

(t) Hugh Dacre must have died in 1509 or 151o, for during the term between 
Martinmas and Martinmas, the mortuary " Magistri Hugonis Dacre " due 
to the Bishop was " unus equus coloris done deliveratus ad usum domini 
Karlioli Episcopi." The horse was valued at twenty shillings. 

(2) Cuthbert Conyers was collated to the Rectory of Great Salkeld within the 
same term. He is described as " Magister Doctor Conyers " in one 
record and " Magister Cuthbert Conyers" in another. On the under-
standing that Great Salkeld was an appanage of the Archdeaconry in the 
16th century, which it certainly was not in the early 13th, Cuthbert Con-
yers must be admitted into the list of Archdeacons. 

(3) Thomas Burbanke died in 1520, the date in the window of Greystoke 
Church, as recorded by Bishop Nicolson and reported to Browne Willis 
by Dr. Todd. 

(4) William Byrbanke occurs in 1520 using this title, and resigns his prebend 
in York Cathedral in 1531. 

(5) William Holgill or Holgyl occurs, according to Browne Willis, in 1534,  but 
I do not find him till 1540 (Strype's Memorials, I, 361,) when he appears 
in Convocation. In this year, 1540, he appears, with the other Arch-
deacons of the Northern Province, assenting to the nullity of marriage 
between Henry VIII. and Anne of Cleves (Wilkins, iii, Sit). His signature 
in this connection may be found at the Record Office (S. P. Henry VIII, 
vol. xv., S61). In 1539,  he was nominated one of the proctors in Parlia-
ment for the Dean and Chapter of York with the title only of Canon of the 
Metropolitan Church and Prebendary (Wake's State of the Church, app. 
p. 226). In the same year, he occurs as Prebendary of St. Martin's in 
Beverley Minster (R. O. Henry VIII, vol. xiv., 239). As master of the 
Savoy or agent of Wolsey, he often occurs : he retains the former descrip-
tion in his will which appears to have been made in 1J49 (Browne Willis, I, 
306). A William Hogyll occurs as vicar of Bromfelde in 1509 applying 
for licence of non-residence for two years. This note may account for 
his future preferment after the manner of the early connections of William 
Byrbanke. It is a north-country name. 

he 
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he made a notarial certificate of the oaths of the commis-
sioners of Henry VIII. and Charles V. to certain treaties 
in the Royal Chapel of Greenwich. 	It is not necessary 
to follow him* while he was in the constant employment of 
Wolsey, acting as his agent in all the schemes in which 
that distinguished prelate was engaged. 

But the most notable feature of Byrbanke's life was his 
friendship with Erasmus. From the pen of that illustrious 
man we have a picture, as he only could sketch it, of what 
Byrbanke was—the vir integerrirnus of all his friends. The 
Archdeacon was one of a constellation of brilliant men, 
the stupor mundi of their time, who worked for, or rather 
dreamt of, reforming ecclesiastical abuses without dis-
turbing the unity of the church. Of this band of scholars 
Erasmus was the sun and the strength. If he admired 
the magnificence of Wolsey it was by reason of the cardi-
nal's incomparable instinct for selecting the right sort of 
men to have about him. Writing to Byrbanke from 
Louvain in 152o, he recites in tender language what 
these men were like—men such as Mountjoy, Sampson, 
Lovell, Cuthbert Tunstall, Clement, Gonell, Pace, and 
Phillips, who played such a conspicuous part in the his-
tory of religious thought in England before the efforts to 
bring about a catholic reformation had developed into an 
anti-christian revolution. While writing of these men he 
exclaims to Byrbanke- 
O me divitem ! O domum illam augustam ac felicem ! O vere splen-
didum Cardinalem, qui tales viros habet in consiliis, cujus mensa 
talibus luminibus cingitur! Sed quam isti praeter meritum amant 
Erasmum, tam alii quidam praeter meritum aversantur.t 

Those who are interested in the more minute details of Archdeacon William 
Byrbanke's life should consult the Record Office Calendars of the State Papers 
of Henry VIII., vols. I-1V., where many references will be found : also the 
various biographies of Cardinal Wolsey, specially those by Fiddes and Sanger's 
Cavendish. 

t Had space permitted the whole of this letter would have been printed, but 
see Erasmí Epistolae, Liber xvi. 3, p. 725, edition, London, 1642: also xviii. 41, 
p. So6, and xxi. 57, p. 1124. Jortin's discourses on Wolsey's household will 
explain the calling of several of Byrbanke's companions (Life of Erasmus, p. 
150). For the religious movement of this period Froude's Erasmus and Bishop 
Creighton's IPolsey should be consulted. 

Not 
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Not least among these lights which added splendour to the 
domestic life of Wolsey was William Byrbanke, the non-
resident Archdeacon of an obscure northern diocese. 

Once only do I find Byrbanke in the diocese of Carlisle* 
after his appointment to its archdeaconry in 152o. He was 
on a visit to Bishop Kite at Rose Castle shortly after that 
prelate took up his residence there. With the art of a 
courtier, which earned for him the sobriquet of the 
" fflatteryng t Byshope of Carel," Bishop Kite told 
Wolsey that he had kept Byrbanke to entertain him t 
for the favour he bore to the court he came from. The 
letter § is interesting in many ways. 

Wt most humble recomendacon & lyk hartty desyre of your G'ces 
helth and wellfare. Syr thanked be God I cam home to my Dyocese 
wt payn inough and metely gudd helthe. I thought that this berer 
M' Burbanke yor s'vnt should not be in my p'tyes wtowt some chere 
of me for the favor which I bere to the courte which he cam froo & 
for that cause I kept hym wt me intertayning hym after my wont 
manr, besechyng yor g'ce not to be myscontent for hys taryyng on 
the hame. 

I p'y God kepe your g'ce & send me well to you, which I trust 
shall be or wynter moche passe. And in the meane tyme fare yor g'ce 
as your most gentill hartt kan thynke. 

Roland Threlkeld, vicar of Melmerby, was acting as his commissary or 
official in 1526 (Nicolson and Burn, ii. 442). 

t This nickname was given to Bishop Kite by the Earl of Northumberland 
writing to " his beloved cosyn Thomas Arundel, one of the Gentlemen of my 
Lord Legates Prevy Cham are," about the year 1527 (Sanger's Wolsey, p. 463). 
The Bishop seems to have deserved the title, for, writing to Wolsey on one 
occasion, he tells him-- 

And Sir & ev' most loffing g' cyusse lorde though I be in the extreme parte 
of this realme & farr from yor g'ce yitt on my fydelyte there is noo day but 
I thynke off yor g'ce & not meny nyghttes but I dreme of yor g'ce. 	I 
wryghtt in faith wtoute flattery. 

But this was nothing unusual in addressing the great cardinal. Everybody, from 
crowned heads to inferior clergy, flattered him with effusive compliments. 	Few 
subjects have wielded such absolute power in church and state in England at the 
same time, and exacted such unquestioning obedience from all who came in con-
tact with him. 

.; Bishop Kite was noted for his hospitality, the King himself being a frequent 
guest, when in London, where he often was during the latter portion of his 
episcopate. The elegy on his tombstone was no mere monumental flattery. 

§ R. O. State Papers, Henry VIII., vol. III, 2565. There is no date, but it 
must be of 1522, the year ascribed to it in the official Calendar. 
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At my poor howse & yours the roose Castel!, the xxv day of Sep-
tembre, by the hande of youre g'ces most bounden preste & suffragan 
& yor own indede. 

Jo Karin 

[Addressed] To my Lord Legates grace. 
[Endorsed] Letters from my lord of Carlyle. 

After the resignation of his prebend in York Cathedral 
in 1531, nothing more is heard of him in any capacity. 
He was succeeded in the archdeaconry by another mem-
ber of Wolsey's household, William Holgill, master of the 
Savoy. 

APPENDIX. 

There is some confusion owing to the existence of two persons 
bearing the name of William Burbanke at this time. These two per-
sons must be carefully distinguished. For example, Willian Bur-
banke alias Smythson, who was presented to the church of Arthur-
hede, in the diocese of Carlisle, in 1517, on the death of Robert 
Bourstede, the last incumbent, was certainly not the future Arch-
deacon of Carlisle (Pat. Roll, 9 Henry VIII., p. 2, m. 3). The Patent 
Roll of 1531 (22 Henry VIII., p. 1, m. 6,) presented William Burbanke 
alias Sm ithson S. T. P. to the prebend of Fenton on the resignation 
of William Burbanke, D.D. The roll is dated 14th February, 1530-1, 
the King having the presentation by the voidance of the See of York. 
There is another patent of 1st April in the same year, presenting 
William Moche to the prebend of Tockeryngton in the same church 
vice William Burbanke, S. T. P. resigned. These rolls place the two 
persons in their proper positions. 

The same difficulty seems to have confronted Le Neve with regard 
to the prebend of Welton in the church of Lincoln. He gives William 
Bourbank, LL.D., as instituted on 13th March, 1517-18, and ap-
parently another person of the same name as collated on 13th June, 
1527, by the title of Exorcista, adding that this latter Bourbank died 
in 1531 (Hardy's Le Neve, ii. 236). But the reverse order would be 
nearer the truth, that the former Burbanke, that is the elder, was 
the Archdeacon who resigned Fenton in 1531. 

Jortin says that Burbanke, the friend of Erasmus, was made pre-
bendary of South Grantham in Sarum Cathedral, but that statement 
I have not been able to verify. 
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