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ART. XII.—Tlae Luck of Burrell Green. By JOHN LAMB, 
Penrith. 

Read at Penrith, September 23, 1897. 

I HAVE the honour to exhibit to the Society the ancient 
brass dish traditionally known as the " Luck of Bur-

rell Green." Burrell Green is situated in the parish of 

Great Salkeld, in Cumberland, and is at the present time 
in the occupation of Mr. Joseph Hodgson, to whose care 
the custody of the Luck is intrusted, it being thought that 
as it has been so long at Burrell Green when in the pos-
session of the respective families as owners, it would not 

be 
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be right to now sever the connection of the Luck from the 
place with which it has been traditionally associated 
for such a length of time. The Luck is a dish of early 
embossed brass work, 161 inches in diameter and 12 inches 
deep. It is circular in form, and at one time appears to 
have borne two inscriptions, one in an inner circle around 
its central ornament, and the other in an outer circle. 
Neither of the inscriptions is now legible, although on 
close examination certain letters may still be discerned, 
this being due no doubt to the amount of cleaning and 
rubbing it has undergone during late years. As the house-
keeper informed me that the dish very easily tarnished, 
and oftcn required cleaning, it will be seen that in a short 
time most of the finer work which still remains will also 
be effaced. As this will probably be the case, I think the 
owner might be prevailed upon to take steps to ensure its 
better preservation. Like the other Lucks in Cumber-
land—the celebrated drinking glass at Edenhall, and the . 
small glass vessel, traditionally said to have been pre-
sented to Sir John Pennington by King Henry VI., called 
the Luck of Muncaster—the Luck of Burrell Green has 
its legend and couplet. This is, that it was given to the 
family residing there long ago by a " Hob-i'-th'-hurst," or 
by a witch or soothsayer, to whom kindness had been 
shown, with the injunction that 

" If this dish be sold or gi'en, 
Farewell the luck of $urrell Green." * 

The Luck has been in the possession of the respective 
families residing at Burrell Green for many generations, 

* NOTE BY THE EDITOR.—This couplet is evidently a tolerably modern para-
phrase on the well-known lines of " The Luck of Edenhall." See Llewellynn 
Jewitt in the Art Journal, December, 1879. The couplet is 

"Should the cup e'er break or fail, 
Farewell the Luck of Edenhall." 

but 
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but its existence has not been brought very much before 
the public, although various accounts of it have now and 
again appeared in certain publications, including one in the 
Art Magazine, in December, 1879, by the late Llewellynn 
Jewitt, F.S.A. This account was illustrated by an en-
graving made from a painting by the late Mr. Jacob 
Thompson, and reproduced with this paper. Apart from 
the value of the Luck as an example of ancient art, it 
may be said to be still more valuable from the mysterious 
tradition associated with it, and also as appears very pro-
bable from the rendering of the supposed inscription in 
the sacred use to which in all probability it has at some 
time been applied. In conclusion, I may say that on the 
day Burrell Green last changed owners, the Luck fell 
down three times in succession from its usual position, a 
circumstance which at that time had not been known to 
have occurred before, it always having been kept in a 
secure place. 

NOTE BY THE EDITOR.-Mr. Hartshorne in his great work on Old 
English Glasses, Arnold, London, 1897, p. 141 n, says : " The Luck of 
Burrell Green lacks the essential quality of Lucks, namely, fragility. 
It is a brass charger, 16 inches in diameter, of late sixteenth century 
character, inscribed round the central wrythen' flutes in black or 
late Gothic letters—par!! . Atz±tjer . zf . Xtzus . atr zur . zf . AMEn. 
This is again circumscribed by the words, in modern block letters—
IF THIS DISH BE SOLD O'R GIE'N, FAREWELL THE LUCK 
OF BURRELL GREEN. Such a travestie of picturesque antiquity 
tends to shake the faith in luck altogether." This luck may have 
once done duty as the alms-dish in a church. The Society is in-
debted to Messrs. Virtue & Co. for permission to reproduce the 
illustration from the Art Journal. 
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