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ART. XXVII.—Notes on the Manuscript Register of Wether-
hal, recently restored to the Dean and Chapter of Carlisle. 
By J. E. PRESCOTT, D.D., Archdeacon of Carlisle. 

SHORTLY after the publication of the Register of 
Wetherhal, in June, 1897,1' an old bound manuscript 

was found by Mr. G. W. Mounsey-Heysham, in his 
library at Castletown, near Carlisle. It was quite clear 
on examination that this was the manuscript of the 
Register which was in the possession of the Dean and 
Chapter of Carlisle early in this century. Mr. Mounsey-
Heysham has very kindly placed it once more in the 
custody of the Dean and Chapter ; and it is to be hoped 
that the regulations which, now exist with regard to their 
manuscripts will prevent its being again lost. 

The original manuscript of the Register is clearly written 
on vellum, apparently in the XIVth century, about the 
time of Edward III. The charters have rubricated 
headings. The vellum leaves measure about 8 by 52 
inches. The folios are numbered by a later hand. It 
has been bound up at different times with a number of 
vellum fly leaves placed chiefly at each end ; and it has 
been much injured in the binding. On these fly leaves 
and on the blank spaces in the original manuscript, 
various matters have been entered in different hands and 
at widely different dates. 

The original manuscript begins at folio vii, with Charter 
No. 2, the grant by Ranulf Meschin of the mill and fishery. 
It does not now contain Charter No. r, the grant of the 
manor. On the second page of the fly leaf immediately 
preceding, in a hand somewhat later than the original 
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manuscript, very much worn and faded, are Charters 
No. 1 and No. 2. On the preceding pages is written in 
the same hand an index of the charters in order to No. 
200 inclusive. This index makes no mention of No. 1, 
and was evidently formed after the first page of the 
original manuscript was lost. But on fly leaf 7b is written 
an incorrect and late copy of No. 1, and in the same hand 
has been inserted at the head of the index, the title of 
No.—Carta Ranulphi Meschyn si fūdacne de WedāIl. 

The original manuscript contains the Charters No. 2 to 
No. 202 inclusive given in the Printed Book. Those that 
follow in the Printed Book, and the extracts from the 
Register given there among the Illustrative Documents, are 
all written in later hands on the blank spaces or on the 
fly leaves. A leaf (folio cvi) has been cut out since the 
time of Bishop Nicolson, who gives the reference to it ; 
on it was written the grant of Morland by Retell son of 
Eltred (No. 235). Singularly, one charter is omitted by 
all the Transcripts. It occurs between No. 122 and No. 
123 in folio cxivb. It is, fortunately, of little importance—
a grant of Robert, Abbot, and the Convent of S. Mary, 
York, to Walter son of Robert, burgess of Appelby, of one 
acre of land in Appelby, for a yearly rent of a pound cf 
cummin and two pence ; the witnesses are very similar 
to those in No. loo. Short abstracts of certain legal 
cases are also given in the original manuscript (fol. 
cxxi seq.) which are not in the Transcripts, but these are 
given more fully in the Printed Book from the originals in 
the Record office. 

Charter No. i is given twice, on the back of the last 
page of the index, as stated above, i.e. on the page before 
fol. viia, and, at a much later period on fly leaf 7b, but 
very incorrectly. Charter No. 2 occurs three times, twice 
in the original manuscript, viz. on fol. viia and on fol. 
xxiiia (where No. 5 is also repeated) and a third time on 
the page before fol. viia. 

The 
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The more reliable copy of Charter No. i gives little 
help in discovering the doubtful point as to the name of 
the King, William or Henry. The whole charter is much 
faded ; but the name of the King has been rubbed out and 
H... has been inserted later above the line. "Bishop 
Nicolson has written " R. Willmi " in the margin, with 
references to two other passages in the Register. 

An examination of the original manuscript shows the 
excellence of Transcript A, made in 1693, apparently 
annotated by Bishop Nicolson and perhaps at one time 
belonging to him. Had a Transcript been made in these 
days, it would probably not have been so accurate, as the 
manuscript must have suffered greatly from binding and 
ill usage in the last 200 years. 

Where variations . occur in Transcript A, they are 
mainly slips made in copying. Thus in Charter No. 2-
" Wetheral " for " Wederhale " ; No. 14.—" Constant-
[inus] " for " Enisant " ; No. 19—" Hampton " for 
" Hamton " ; No. 7o--has correctly " Serwanum " ; No. 
79—" E " for G [ervasio] " ; No. io9—" Maspaynen " for 
" Maspeyaneu " ; No. 114—hieroglyph -+- for " R[anul-
phus] "; No. I17—"W. Episcopus "for " B. Episcopus," 
and similarly No. 118 (the old letters B and W are very 
similar in the MS., see especially MS. No. 117) ; No. 
14o 	a blank for the name " Aicus " ; No. 188 (title)- 
" \\Villelmi " for " Henrici " ; Nos. 192 and 193—" Karu" 
for " Karn " ; No. 232—variations in spelling of names. 
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