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Barrow-in-Furness. 

Communicated y anuary 1900. 

I NOW bring forward a description of a bronze palstave 
found A.D. 1831, near the ruins of Wraysholme Tower, 

Cartmel, by Mr. ohn Barrow Storey, of Pennybridge. 
His father, Mr. John Storey, was steward to John 
Harrison, Esq., of The Landing, Windermere, who was 
at that time owner of the Tower. 

The implement was turned up with a spade out of the 
bottom of a dyke or ditch in Eller Meadow, about 150 
yards to the south-east of the Tower. A cast-iron cannon 
ball, about seven inches in diameter and weighing 4441bs., 
having a well-developed ridge round the centre, was also 
found about the buildings, and placed near the door of the 
adjoining farm house ; but about 40 years ago it was 
purchased by Dr. Beardsley, of Grange. 	This, and 
another cannon ball, four inches in diameter, weighing 
about iolbs., found at Grange, are now in his possession. 
There is a local tradition that the larger cannon ball was 
fired at Wraysholme Tower by Oliver Cromwell's troops 
from Boar Bank ; but it is more likely to have been 
brought over from Lancaster as a curiosity by a former 
owner of the Tower. A rapier, probably used at the time 
of the Civil War, was also found in close proximity, 
which, with the palstave, is now in the possession of 
T. Newby Wilson, Esq., J.P., of The Landing, Winder-
mere, to whom I am indebted, along with Dr. Beardsley, 
and Mr. Robert Benson, of Ulverston, for the above 
particulars. 

The 
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The length of the palstave over all is 5 15-16th inches, 
the length of the flanges from F to C 3 1-6th inches, and 
from F' to C' 3 I-24th inches. The greatest width, from 
A to A' is 2 2-3rds inches, from B to B' 14 inches, from C 
to C' (the shoulder) 14 inches, from D to D1  (the stop-
ridge) 14 inches, and from E to El I 1-12th inches. The 
thickness of the cutting edge from A to Al varies from 
1-48th to 3-48ths of an inch ; but, from the length of the 
implement and its semi-circular shape at the cutting edge, 
it does not appear to have been much used. In the centre 
at A-A' the thickness is I I-24ths of an inch, at B-B'  7-I2ths 
of an inch, at D-D' (a little below the stop-ridge) 2-3rds of 
an inch, and in the hollow above the stop-ridge near D 
5-I2ths of an inch. It gradually tapers towards the top, 
where at F-F1  it is of an inch thick, and at the extreme 
edge 1-12th of an inch, as shown in the vertical section. 
The word " top " is to be understood in the technical 
sense used by Sir John Evans, in his Ancient Bronze 
Implements, p. 81, last line. Here, the word is applied to 
what (in the engraving) is the bottom of the implement. 
Its weight is 'lb. 32ozs. 

The faces of the palstave near the cutting edge have 
been hammered. This is more noticeable under the 
curved sides of the widest part, for there the curved line 
formed by the hammer marks on the upper face is much 
the same as that on the edge of an axe used by last-
makers ; while, on the lower face, the curve corresponds 
with the contour of the cutting edge. 

The flanges have been hammered over, and slightly 
overhang on the inside so as to fix the handle. The 
faceted edges of the flanges are 5-16th of an inch wide 
opposite the stop-ridge, and gradually taper to the top and 
shoulders of the implement. 

The peculiar shield-plate or tongue-shaped continuation 
of the flanges on the upper and lower faces of the palstave 
encloses a space below the stop ridge. Instead of two 

vertical 
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vertical hollows, as in No. 98, page 102, Ancient Bronze 
Implements, from Trillick, County Tyrone, Ireland, the 
shield-plate has on each face a rib at right angles to the 
stop-ridge, extending towards the cutting edge. 	This 
tongue-shaped piece, as shown in the front view, is 
exactly the same length on each of the faces ; but, in this • 
attempt at ornamentation, or to give additional strength, 
the curves are not symmetrical, those on the lower face 
being more elongated. 

The patina has been partly removed from the facets of 
the flanges ; what remains is of a dark colour, almost 
black, but where removed from the flanges and from the 
upper and lower faces the palstave is of a dull bronze 
shade. 	In these places, the thickness of the patina is 
perceptible to the touch. On the highest parts of the 
flanges, on the thickest part of the implement and at the 
extreme edges, the patina has been removed by friction. 
At these places the palstave is polished, and in colour is 
of a lighter tint than our gold coinage, though not nearly 
so copper-coloured as the bronze coinage. 

The faces of the palstave are not corroded, though they 
have at some time been bruised and pitted. The cutting 
edge has been badly bruised, but is fairly sharp near A. 
On the upper and lower faces, especially opposite the 
widest part of the palstave, are marks extending in all 
directions, similar to fire cracks in pottery, evidently 
caused when it was being cooled ; and towards the cutting 
edge there is clear evidence that the surfaces have either 
been ground or planished. 

The hollows at the foot of the stop-ridge have 
apparently been made to keep the handle in position. On 
the upper face, the stop-ridge, curved in the centre, is on 
the same level as the flanges ; while, on the lower face, it 
is about i-16th of an inch below the level, as shown in the 
cross section. 

Below E-E1,. on the upper and lower 'edges of the 
flanges 
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flanges, are five or six well-defined ridges, " to keep the 
tying in its place." 	These are distinctly visible in the 
front view. There are also similar ridges from C towards 
A, and from Cl towards Al on both sides of the palstave. 
These have evidently been cast with the implement, and 
not made subsequently. 

Although plain palstaves of the kind No. 57, page 
76, Ancient Bronze Implements, found near Dorchester, 
Oxfordshire, are " not of unfrequent occurrence in Ireland, 
though the stop-ridge is usually less fully developed, they 
also occur in France." Still, the most noticeable feature 
of the Wraysholme palstave is its similarity to others 
from Ireland ; e.g., No. 97, page 'or, Ancient Bronze 
Implements, from Lanesborough, County Longford, in the 
collection of Canon Greenvvell, F.R.S. " The outside of 
the wings is faceted after a fashion not unusual in 
Ireland," but the slight shoulders at the base of the 
central facets are not so pronounced as in the specimen 
from Lanesborough, though they have evidently been 
intended to assist in securing the blade in the handle. 

It may be that the Britons inhabiting this district—at 
anyrate, those belonging to the Bronze Age—were in 
closer connection with those dwelling across the Solway 
in Scotland than with the Britons of Yorkshire and of the 
southern parts of Britain ; and that, if the communication 
was maintained by sea rather than by land, as was very 
likely to have been the case, there is every probability that 
the connection extended to the North of Ireland or even 
further afield. 

In closing this paper, I regret not having been able to 
bring forward several stone implements found in Furness, 
and not hitherto noticed, two of which—a beautiful Celt 
found at Stainton and a perforated pebble found in a 
gravel bed, io feet below the surface in Croslands Park, 
Barrow-in-Furness—are in my possession. These two, 
and others, I hope to bring forward at a future time, 
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