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ART. X X I I.—Kentmere Hall. By the late JAMES 
CROPPER, of Ellergreen ; Vice-President. 

Read at Kentmere Church, September 18th, 1900. 

FEW of our lake valleys are so primitive and so un-
changed as the Vale of Kentmere,—the cluster of 

houses on the " Greenside Quarter," the church in the 
centre of the view, and the old Hall which happily has 
never been restored, but stands as it has stood for some 
600 years. Few new houses have been built, and we 
may believe that in their appearance, in their occupation, 
and in their talk, the inhabitants are little altered since 
their noted predecessor, Richard Gilpin, killed the wild 
boar and won his grant of land and his right to wear as 
his arms a Boar Sable, with the motto " Dictis factisque 
Simplex " (Sincere in word and deed). I read in the old 
book by Charles Farish, lecturer of St. Cuthbert's, 
Carlisle, that a painting of the fight with the boar is at 
Scaleby Castle, which he states belonged to a Gilpin. 

According to Burn and Nicolson, the manor of Kent-
mere belonged to Ladarine, the granddaughter of Gilbert, 
son of Roger Fitz-Reinfred, who held the Kendal Barony, 
and the Gilpins obtained their grant in the reign of 
Edward the Third, about the middle of the fourteenth 
century. We find that William Gilpin, son of the man 
who killed the boar, was on a jury in 1375 (48 Ed. III.), 
and after his day ten more Gilpins followed in succes-
sion, marrying generally women of the northern county 
families—Flemings, Lancasters, and Thornburghs, and 
taking their part in the service of their country. William, 
the sixth of them, died in 1485, as a Captain of horse on 
Bosworth Field beside his King, Richard III. His 
brother Edwin took his estate, and was father of six sons, 
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of whom Bernard (the " Apostle of the North ") was one, 
and George (ambassador to Holland for Queen Elizabeth) 
was another. The ninth Gilpin, George, married two 
wives in succession, both of them daughters of his tenants 
in the valley, and thus probably lost some of the position 
of his forefathers. Still the land and the Hall were held 
by the family till the twelfth Gilpin, who had no heir ; 
and in the latter part of the seventeenth century the 
property passed to Sir Christopher Philipson, of Crook 
Hall, and from him to Sir Daniel Fleming. It now 
belongs to Mr. C. W. Wilson. 

It seems probable that the tower at Kentmere was 
built after the last Scotch raid, which devastated the 
Kent valley in the thirteenth century, and that the lower 
buildings were added for comfort and family abode, as 
life grew more secure. We may picture the limited con-
ditions of life which must have have existed, the ignorance 
of the outside world in these valleys, the bridle roads, not 
always good ones, and the gradual growth of civilization, 
as one local leader after another kept rule and brought 
manners and learning into these remote parts of West-
morland. 

The most notable of the Gilpin family is Bernard 
Gilpin before named, born 1517. When his uncle 
William fell at Bosworth, without children, his father 
Edwin Gilpin, became owner of the Hall and lands in 
Kentmere. Bernard's mother was Margaret Layton, of 
Dalemain, in Cumberland, and we have a story of her 
holding him on her knee in the little church on Sunday 
morning, when a travelling friar was denouncing the sins 
of the flesh, especially drunkenness. The child turned 
up his face—" Mother," he said, " I saw that man drunk 
in our Hall last night. How can he preach against 
drunkenness ? " 

We know little of his education ; probably it was given 
by some resident tutor, as we know that scholars found 
their way about the country and were so employed. 
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Bernard Gilpin went to Oxford at the age of 16. His 
elder brother, George, about the same time obtained 
State employment, and became in time ambassador to 
Holland for Queen Elizabeth. Bernard attached himself 
at first to the clerical side, and defended the Church 
doctrine against the Protestant reformers of the day, 
having a public controversy with John Hooper, who was 
burnt for his faith in 1555 ; but Gilpin seems to have 
been shaken by this and by intercourse with Peter 
Martyr and Erasmus, both of whom were then at Oxford, 
and openly joined the Reformers. He preached before 
Edward VI., and was soon after presented to the living 
of Norton, in Durham. This he soon resigned, as he 
determined to study on the Continent, and he read for 
three years in Louvain, Antwerp, and Paris. Returning 
to England he was presented by his uncle, Dr. Tonstall, 
Bishop of Durham, to the Archdeaconry of Durham and 
the important living of Houghton-le-Spring. He found 
the state of the church and parish deplorable, and devoted 
his time and money to the place, boldly attacking the 
teaching of the surrounding vicars and their ill lives. 

The income of Houghton was £400, equal probably to 
£3,000 to-day, and he felt himself a rich man. He soon 
made enemies among the surrounding priests by denounc-
ing their avarice and pluralities of livings. He boldly 
attacked the doctrines of transubstantiation and worship 
of the Virgin, and at length, when the Bishop of Durham 
declined to prosecute him, his enemies induced Bishop 
Bonner to summon him to London to answer for heretical 
expressions. Knowing the probable outlook, he ordered 
his steward to prepare a long garment in which he might 
go decently to the stake, " For I know not," said he, 
" how soon I may have occasion for it." This garment 
he put on solemnly every day till Bonner's agents appre-
hended him in October, 1558, and took him off to 
London. His horse fell and broke his leg, and this 
detained the party till Queen Mary's death. The rule 
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was then changed, and Bonner lost his power, and Gilpin 
returned to his place. 

The people were poor, and his benevolence was great. 
His hospitality became renowned. " Every fortnight 40 
bushels of corn and 20 bushels of malt and an ox " were 
made away with. The Sunday was a public day. Three 
tables were always spread, one for the gentry, one for 
farmers, and one for labourers—all well covered (no 
wonder his church was full) ; even their horses were so 
well fed that it was said in Durham that if a horse got 
loose in the whole county it would find its way to the 
Houghton stable. 

Bernard Gilpin set up and endowed a Grammar 
School, still in existence, and called the Kepier School, 
from which boys went to Oxford and Cambridge. To 
these, I find, he allowed L'io yearly, the then cost of 
University residence. Among them were George 
Carleton, afterwards Bishop of Chichester, and Hugh 
Broughton, the noted Hebrew scholar. 

He rode yearly through Northumberland and Cumber.. 
land to Westmorland, and the people brought him their 
quarrels to settle as to a judge. It is told that a thief 
who one night stole his horses brought them back next 
day when he found whose they were, saying that he 
did not think much about the theft, probably not his 
first, but he " knew that any robber from Mr. Gilpin 
would go down straight into hell." 

Duels were at that time very common, and bullies were 
ever inclined to invite them. On one occasion Gilpin 
saw a glove hung up in a church to dare any opponent to 
combat. Finding the attendant afraid to remove it, he 
placed it on his breast, and so preached a sermon against 
ruffianism. 

The Bishopric of Carlisle was offered Gilpin, but 
declined. Stories of his liberality were boundless. We 
hear of his passing a poor farmer on his way whose 
horse had died in the plough. Gilpin went to the place, 
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and learning the trouble gave him the horse his servant 
was riding, saying, " Take the horse now, and when I 
demand the money thou shalt pay me." An old 
manuscript tells of him that when he started on one 
of his journeys he always put ten pounds in his pocket, 
but never came back less in debt than 20 nobles from his 
habit of giving. His health failed after hs sixtieth year, 
and his death was hurried on by an accident from an ox 
in the Durham Market Place. He died March 4th, 1583, 
aged 66. 

Another divine in the same family, Dr. Richard Gilpin, 
held the Rectory of Greystoke, which he resigned in 1662, 
not complying with the Act of Uniformity. His great-
grandson in 1745 was military governor of Carlisle. 
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