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ART. XXV.—Fragments of an Early Cross at the A bbey, 
Carlisle. By W. G. COLLINGWOOD. 

Read at Bowness-on-Windermere, September 18th, 1900. 

DURING our last meeting the Bishop of Barrow-in- 
Furness showed me two fragments not hitherto 

described. They were found in or about 1888 in making 
alterations to his house at the Abbey, Carlisle. Their 
exact site would have been the western end of the 
cathedral in its ancient form. 

The fragments are of red sandstone, each 9 inches in 
height, 42 inches (more or less) thick, and 5„  inches 
broad. The carving is all in relief, and neatly chiselled. 

They are the lateral arms of a cross which must have 
been very like the Fratry crosshead in general form, also 
in having an interlaced pattern on the ends of the arms. 
This interlacing, however, is in straight lines ; but there 
is something like it in an Anglian cross from St. Oswald's 
(now in the Cathedral Library), Durham ; and though 
open in design, is not irregular as Norman interlacing 
often is. 

In the knobs on one face this cross is like that at the 
Cathedral, Carlisle, which, with its knobs joined by raised 
spines to a central boss, I take to be the original pattern 
of the white crossheads at Beckermet (St. John's), at 
Bridekirk, at Bromfield, at Crosscanonby, at Dearham, 
and at Kirkby Stephen, which must all be rustic imita-
tions of the good Anglian work at Carlisle. The zigzags 
round the knobs, which at first seem rude and formless, 
turn out, when the whole head is restored from the 
fragments, to be irregular only in order that they may 
follow the curves of the spaces they have to fill. These 
zigzags are a cheap way of getting the effect of key- 
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THE ABBEY CROSS-HEAD, CARLISLE. 

(The shaded parts are the existing fragments ; the dotted lines represent suggested restoration). 
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pattern ; they are most unusual, but must be a develop-
ment of Anglian art in a rather late stage. In a later and 
more debased stage they are replaced by the wandering 
spirals of the well-known Cumbrian type, as in the head 
of the so-called Kenneth cross at Dearham. The free-
armed head is, I think, Anglian as opposed to the Irish 
wheel-cress, a later type. The Anglian character of this 
cross is distinctly seen in the reverse with its leaves and 
fruit degenerated a little from the Anglo-Italian scrolls of 
the Bewcastle and Hexham types. 

We may, perhaps, find a date for this cross from the 
fact that the Anglian occupation of Carlisle began about 
68o A.D., and ended with the destruction of the city by 
the Danes in 876. This is evidently not a work of the 
finer and earlier time, so that it may be roughly placed in 
the later part of that period. It seems to have stood in 
fair preservation until it was intentionally mutilated. By 
knocking off these fragments a long through-stone would 
have been got by the cathedral builders, some 400 years 
after the cross was set up ; and we know how often the 
older monuments were used in that way for building 
purposes. 
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