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THE ROMAN FORT ON HARDKNOTT. 

SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES. 

BY C. W. DYMOND, F.S.A., HON. F.S.A. SCOT. 

The account of the exploration of Hardknott cccstrum in 1892, 
written by several hands, and published in the twelfth volume of 
these Transactions, contains some errors which, if allowed to remain 
uncorrected, are likely to mislead those who may refer to it 
under the impression that, in every particular, it is to be trusted. 

While it is not needful to give reasons for the delay which has 
occurred in supplying corrections, it seems well to explain why I 
have undertaken the unwelcome task of drawing attention to them. 

When the work was projected, the late President proposed—and 
it was agreed—that he should write the historical portion of the 
paper, and that I (who had been entrusted with the direction of the 
field-work) should be responsible for the record of the results—the 
topography, the structural discoveries and the finds. Had this 
arrangement been adhered-to, the chances of error would have been 
minimized, and some space that has been wasted in duplicate and 
occasionally inconsistent notices of the same things would have 
been saved. For example : the particulars given in pp. 383-389 are, 
for the most part, taken from reports sent during the progress of 
the work, with records of provisional measurements, scaled from 
trial sketch-plans, which were not intended for publication until 
they had been checked on the plans as finally plotted. Hence, 
where the figures found in these pages differ from those given in 
Part III, the latter are to be taken as correct. 

For brevity's sake, most of the following remarks (restricted to 
those matters which came under my immediate notice) are thrown 
into the form of a list of corrigenda; which, however, is by no means 
exhaustive ; several items, of only minor importance, being omitted. 

PART II. 

P. 386, lines 3-6.—That there were spinæ, is doubtful. (See pp. 
399-404).  

P. 387, lines 18, i9.—Most certainly this was not a flue. It is 
merely the narrow space, between two parallel buildings, which is 
often found in the internal arrangements of Roman camps. 
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P. 387, line 7 from bottom.—This was, at first, my own idea; but 
it was afterwards abandoned. (See p. 409). 

P. 389, last line.—Dele " and clerk of the works." 

PART III. 

P. 405, lines 1, 2 ; also lines 10-12. (See next entry). 
P. 411, lines 5, 4 from bottom.—The lower part of this projection, 

left blank in Plate III, was built with selected rubble, laid with a 
smooth, level top-surface. A similar surface was uncovered at the 
thickened portion of the inner wall of the western tower ; but the 
unusual method of construction prevented their true meaning from 
being seen at the time. Considered together, there can be little 
doubt that these are the last remaining steps (or, possibly, seats of 
freestone steps) of short flights, leading, the one from the kitchen to 
the cistern, the other to the door of the tower. 

P. 412, middle.—The flight of steps postulates a doorway in the 
south wall. 

PART IV. 

It is necessary to premise that the writer of this section left much 
of the work at the out-building unfinished. This was completed, 
under my supervision, in the autumn, when the inner portion of the 
stoke-hole was cleared through, and the masses of earth and 
rubbish which still nearly filled the two hypocaust rooms and more 
than half the area of the cistern were removed. 

P. 420, line 6.—Not of course." (See p. 405, lower half). 
P. 420, line 7 from bottom.—Only one, that could have been used 

in an arch (and this a doubtful one), was found here. (See p. 403, 
below middle). 

P. 420, line 5 from bottom.—Much too positive. The preponder-
ance of the evidence seems to tell against the supposition that these 
gateways were arched. For the pros and cons, see pp. 399-403. 
Other reasons for hesitating to accept the arch theory might have 
been added. Of these, it may suffice to mention one,—the very 
loose style of building adopted in the flanking walls, accurately 
delineated in Plate V, which, to one accustomed to judge of 
masonry, does not suggest that these were intended to carry any 
such heavy superstructures. 

P. 423, line 11.—There was no concrete ; only the gravelly natural 
surface under the turf. 

P. 424, line 6 from bottom.—No lines of road were traced. The 
whole of the under surface, where exposed within the camp_ , was 
alike gravelly. 
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P. 425, line z.—Though there must have been a way of access to 
the prætorian gate, no traces of it were seen, and there was not 
sufficient time to seek for them. 

P. 425, lines II, 12 ; also last line.—Unquestionably an error. 
The gap in this wall was caused by its collapse when, at some 
unknown date, the crown of the stoke-hole was abstracted. 

P. 426, lines 2, 3.—There were no remains of "the top of the flue." 
This part was not then cleared. 

P. 426, lines 4-7.—There were seven courses of tiles, 1 foot 1o1 
inches high ; and the stoke-hole was 2 feet 2 inches wide. (See 
Plate III.) 

P. 427, line 5.—There was no sign of a flue having been carried 
under the doorway. 

P. 427, lines 17, i8.—The tiles were ii inches and 8 inches square. 
P. 427, lines 4, 3 from bottom.—Much larger. (See Plate III.) 
P. 427, line 3 from bottom ; also p. 428, line 15. Query a flue, or 

the basement of a staircase ? 
P. 429, line 15 ; p. 431, line 5 ; plate opposite p. 429.—The 

" outlet," or " conduit," is wholly imaginary. The thin wall across 
the cistern did not exist ; nor was the excavation carried so far 
that way at the time. 

P. 43o, line 21.—For north-western read north-eastern. It is 
not so thick. 

P. 43o, line 7, from bottom ; also p. 431, line 1 r.—Not " by 
mistake." 

P. 431, line 6.—For correction, see Plate III., and p. 412, lines 4-6. 

APPENDIX : LIST OF FINDS. 

This is incomplete. It contains an account of those finds only 
which carne under my own notice. Others are described in Part IV. 

P. 438: Coins.—For quinarius, and A.D. 91 read denarius, and 
A.D. 95. 
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