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ART. XI.—Shay Church. By the Rev. J. WHITESIDE, 
M.A., Incumbent of Helsington. 

Communicated at Durham, June loth, 1901. 

Q HAP Church was re-opened on June ist, 1899, after 
undergoing the process of restoration and enlarge-

ment at a cost of £3,300.  I had hoped that, in the 
partial demolition of the fabric and in the removal of 
whitewash and plaster, many valuable discoveries would 
be made elucidating the history of the old church. This 
is one of the charms of " restoration." But we were 
doomed to disappointment, and the finds were com-
paratively meagre. Unfortunately, too, there are few 
accessible records of the past from which to construct a 
connected story. The disappearance of the abbey registers 
is particularly to be lamented. 

I.—THE FABRIC. 

The dedication to St. Michael, common in Celtic 
districts, is corroborated, according to Nicolson & Burn, 
by the will, bearing date 1540, of Sir Thomas Tipping, 
priest. Chancellor Ferguson appears to give the founda-
tion of churches so dedicated between 685 and 1092. 

For an ancient fabric, it is singularly devoid of the 
architectural features of the early centuries. But the four 
arches which divide the nave from the south aisle are 
probably Norman, of the early half of the twelfth century. 
That there was more work of that period is substantiated 
by a note of the Rev. John Hodgson (no mean authority), 
who says, in vol. xv., p. 137, of Beauties of Westmorland : 
—" Its parish church, though in many parts much 
modernized, retains marks of the architecture prevalent 

 
 
 
tcwaas_002_1902_vol2_0014



SHAP CHURCH. 	 119 

after the Norman conquest, especially in the windows of 
the tower." 

(a) The Tower.—Nicolson & Burn refer to " a pretty 
large ancient building, with a square tower and three 
bells." Their tower is the predecessor of the present 
one. Chancellor Fletcher, on October ist, 1828, granted 
a faculty to take down and rebuild it as also to put up 
a gallery, to allot, award, and appropriate pews, and to 
make and collect rates and assessments for these purposes 
upon occupiers of lands, messuages, and tenements. 

A previous faculty had been granted by Chancellor 
Grisdale in 181o, on the petition of principal inhabitants, 
viz. :—John Henderson, William Kilvington, Matthew 
Clark, Thomas Walton, Matthew Lancaster, Gerard 
Raws, Edward Willan, Robert Raws, Thomas Moss, 
Anthony Harrison, Anthony Preston, Thomas Dixon, and 
George Dixon, who stated that in or about 18o5 " the 
seats and pews were in a very ruinous and decayed con-
dition," and " were taken down and rebuilt upon a new 
plan, and put into good and substantial repair," in which 
state they then were, and that appropriation and allot-
ment were desired according to the parishioners' respective 
ranks, degrees, conditions, and estates by commissioners 
appointed for the purpose. As commissioners, Jonathan 
Moorhouse of Clifton, Robert Lumb of Lowther, and 
John Gibson of Oddendale were suggested. In the chest 
is preserved the schedule of seats numbered and allotted. 
The faculty of 1828 must have referred only to the gallery 
and the seats underneath. The old tower was therein 
stated to be " ruinous and in decay." It is a pity that 
not even the stones of the Norman windows were pre-
served. But it was the worst possible time for 
" restorations." 

During the rebuilding of the tower one of the bells was 
hung and rung in the fork of a large sycamore on the west 
of the churchyard. So John Dent informed me, and he 
would be one of the last who had seen and heard. 
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(b) The Bells.—The three bells remained until 1863, 
when they were melted down by Taylor of Lough-
borough. For convenience of future reference I give the 
weights of the old and new bells :— 

I. 

OLD PEAL. 
cwts. qrs. lbs. 

3 	3 	21 I. 

NEW PEAL. 
cwts. 	qrs. lbs. 

5 	o 	9 
2. 5 I 8 2. 5 I 26 
3. 5 3 24 3. 6 o 17 

4. 6 2 9 
5. 8 o 5 

15 0 25 31 I Io 

The cost of the new bells at 138s. per cwt. was 
£216 4s. 1od ; clappers, £3 15s ; hanging, £3o ; carriage 
and fixing, £10 ; and ropes, E2 ios., brought the total to 
£262 gs. Pod. For the old bells, an allowance was made 
of £7o gs. 2d. The new peal, of which Abraham Quail 
was the hanger, was rung for the first time on May 24th, 
1864, by the ringers of St. Lawrence, Appleby. The 
largest, or death bell, is inscribed " Stephen Whiteside, 
M.A., vicar." In 1882 another bell, the smallest, was 
added by public subscription. 

The passing bell, unhappily, in this prosaic age has 
become a mere public notification of the departure of 
another parishioner, the sex being distinguished by nine, 
six, and three tolls for man, woman, and child respectively. 
But 200 years ago the bell seems to have been rung for its 
original purpose. In a prayer-book of Thomas Simpson, 
born in 1703, who lived at Hutton Gate, Rosgill, is this 
entry :— 

" It is my book, 
God give him grace on it to louk ; 
But when the bll be kins to thoule ; 
The Lord have mercy on his souly." 

One would have wished the parish possessed an old 
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abbey bell, but the churchmen of 154o were not sufficiently 
alert or influential. 

(c) Old Doors. 	Through the old tower would be no 
doorway. Nor are such doorways desirable, for they have 
been known to provide a means of exit to irreverent 
ringers who themselves decline the invitation just given 
to the worship of Almighty God. Eighty years ago the 
principal entrance was in the south wall, through the 
" old kirk porch," whose position you can detect beneath 
one of the windows near the Rev. Thomas Sewell's grave. 

Also on the north has been a devil's or corpse door, but 
this must have been closed during the sixteenth century 
when the existing Tudor window, contemporary with 
Keld Chapel and the Abbey Tower, was built over it. 

(d) Windows.—The only windows not touched at the 
recent restoration were the two westernmost on the north 
side. The other four-light was taken out and replaced 
with new mullions, and the window near the pulpit was 
also reset. Between these two had stood the three-
decker, a plain, ricketty erection of oak about two 
centuries old. A former vicar (James Holme gets the 
credit of it), having defective eyesight, had removed the 
mullions on his right, and substituted a common wooden 
window with big panes. Cut out in the wall below this, 
and on a level with the preaching place, was a seat 
occupied by the wardens long ago, who, from this point 
of observation, duly maintained order, noted who were 
present, and during the sermon would search the village 
inns for absentees, not always returning themselves. 

The church has been so knocked about that it is hope-
less to reproduce the original plan, and to trace exactly 
the subsequent alterations ; but probably the foundations 
of the north and south walls of the nave are those of the 
church which would follow the simple pre-Norman fabric. 
I have seen parts of old windows in various places. 
Indeed, it is interesting to walk through the parish and 
search in farm buildings and fences for the scattered 
spoils of church and abbey. 	 g 
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Photographs of the old fabric best describe its position 
and appearance, but it seems well for future reference to 
record now any facts that we know. 

Some would have desired the whole church to be 
preserved, like Whitby, as an illustration of the ideal 
sanctuary our grandfathers chose to worship in; but since 
old fabrics must still be used (and this one was publicly 
declared by a diocesan dignitary, and generally admitted, 
to be a disgrace to the whole diocese), in the necessary 
work of reconstruction some sacrifice of sentiment must 
be made. To assist those who may hereafter question 
what was done or not done in 1899, I had better state 
that the present west wall is new ; the old wall was 12 
feet further in, and in this wall was an ancient doorway, 
very plain, and with slightly pointed arch (perhaps of the 
thirteenth century), which could not be left in situ, nor 
were the stones worth preserving after the situation and 
the fact had been noted. Photographs exhibiting this 
and other features might be kept in the church. 

(e) Remains. 	On the right of this door was a holy 
water stoup, which has been smashed. Its fragment is 
now built in close by. 

In the wall round the corner is a heavy sepulchral 
slab that was removed from the churchyard near the large 
gates. It is now in a very unnatural position. 

Over the doorway of a cottage towards the north end 
of Shap is a small piece of very early carved moulding, 
which, I surmise, has come from the Norman church. 

A local directory refers to " the hagioscope, a memento 
of the time when a very different service was offered up 
within its walls." Without entering into the contro-
versial points raised by this remark, I may point out that, 
when our Society visited Shap in 1897, I produced in the 
church evidence that there was no hagioscope, but merely 
a passage between chancel and south aisle. President 
Ferguson favoured the argument, but said he would not 
like to speak too strongly before the restoration. The 
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subsequent removal of the plaster left no doubt. Had 
there really been a hagioscope, we must needs have 
altered our plans. I dwell on this lest we should be 
accused hereafter of ruthlessly demolishing a valuable bit 
of antiquity. 

The painted monogram in the tower window, that 
takes the place of the doorway through which you entered 
to the gallery, was previously in the east window, which 
was of three plain lights ; date about 1865. 

In the exterior walls are now several crosses—found 
either in graves, or embedded in the masonry. On the 
vestry wall is a stone dated 1823, which was on the old 
vestry, the date of its erection. 

In digging for the foundations of the chancel we found, 
eight feet down, just where the Morning Chapel joins the 
corner of the Rosgill Chapel, a coffin cut out in the solid 
rock. This chapel is an extension ; the former chancel 
wall, with a priest's door, having been one yard south of 
the present screen. 

In the churchyard are few old or interesting stones. 
There is a tradition that one of the Fothergills killed at 
Marston Moor was here buried. 

The churchyard has been twice enlarged. Thirty years 
ago the terrace on the east was taken in from the vicarage 
garden and quarried, and in 1899 was a further addition, 
which, however, is not yet consecrated. I suspect that 
both of these pieces of ground may have originally 
belonged to the churchyard, but being almost useless, 
owing to the rock, may have been appropriated. In 
confirmation of this supposition, when the later addition 
was being made, Richard Sarginson and John Harrison 
found the remains of five skeletons, all duly buried, facing 
to the east. I saw where one body had been interred 
under the boundary wall, and one was under a large 
chestnut tree. A sufficient depth of soil had been found 
between the projections of rock by thrusting in a gavelock. 

(f) The Chancel.—The chancel, which was entirely 
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pulled down and rebuilt on new foundations, though it 
was sound and safe, was not the original chancel, but of 
the eighteenth century. Over the south window was a 
stone inscribed 1765, which is now inserted as near as 
possible to where it was before. All the external courses 
were from Shap Abbey, which was then a sort of parish 
quarry, and were therefore post-Reformation. 

The earlier chancel is referred to by Bishop Nicolson :— 

" Shap, Aug. 20. The Roof of ye Quire is well enough look'd after 
by ye officers of ye Lady Lonsdale ; in whose hands (as guardian to 
her son) are the great Tithes. But the floor, seats and Communion 
Table are miserably abus'd by the scholars that are taught in it. 
No rails ; nor (almost) any plaister on ye walls. In ye East window 
are the Arms of Clifford and Salkeld of Rosgill 	  The 
Body of the Church (as well as the Chancell) is very well leaded, 
and tolerably seated : But the Canvas betwixt this and the Quire, 
whereon the Queen's Arms have been heretofore painted, is most 
scandalously rent." 

A roof of one span, whose timbers were not nearly as 
old as those of the chancel, was put over the whole body 
of the church about a hundred years since, with a flat 
ceiling underneath. The lead would help to pay for this 
improvement. Then the ugly staircase windows on the 
south would be inserted, and the wall heightened with 
several abbey courses. Here be it noted, that the only 
walls not touched recently were the tower, the courses 
below the south windows, the lower parts of the western 
end of the north wall, the three western arches, and the 
corner of the old Rosgill Chapel for some height. 

(g) Fonts.—No less than four Shap fonts are in exis-
tence:—No. i is the new granite one; No. 2 in the vestry, 
the gift 20 years since, in memory of her parents, of Mrs. 
Bindloss, of Kendal and Milnthorpe, who sprang from the 
Kitchings of the Nook ; No. 3, formerly fixed against the 
westernmost pillar, is also in the vestry, and has a 
pedestal dated 1757, a tiny unrubrical bason, and a 
curious oak cover once used commonly, when inverted, 
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as a seat by the boys who sat around the stove in winter ; 
No. 4 is in a garden at Sleagill, in front of the late Jos. 
Farrer's house. Farrer's grandfather was parish clerk, 
and was interred July 31st, 1716, aged 79. This font 
would be removed in 1757 to make room for a stove or 
pews ; then it would lie about in the usual manner until 
many years ago it was taken to the Bull's Head Inn, 
which belonged to the Farrers ; there it remained until 
20 years since the inn was rebuilt, when it was taken to 
Sleagill. It is apparently of about the thirteenth century; 
octagonal, passing into four sides ; of freestone ; 28in. 
across at the top. It is in excellent preservation, and I 
trust some day it may be given back to the church. 

On the tower wall are three modern tablets, previously 
in the chancel, to the memory of Vicars Holme and 
Rowlandson and of the Rev. George Hall, a native and 
landowner of Rosgill, vicar of Tenbury. He was author 
of a Dictate Book, being lessons on life, men, and manners, 
published by Souter, London, 1831. There is an excellent 
painting of him in the house of Mr. John Hall, Hegdale. 

(h) Pews. 	Of the ancient pews, only three survived to 
1897. Two were on the north side of the chancel, and 
were occupied respectively by the tenants of the Abbey 
and of the Greyhound Hotel and the Green, which two 
places were the habitation of the Whinfell family. In 
the Abbey pew were carved the initials " P.L.W., 1674," 
representing probably the date of the seats and the name 
of Philip Lord Wharton, who, on his decease in 1696, 
left the bequest of bibles to Shap and other parishes. 

In the east corner of the south aisle was the Rosgill 
Hall pew, which had the fragments of an oak screen in 
the last stages of decay. Half of the pew was occupied, 
on a raised platform, by the organ, a creditable instru-
ment, constructed by James Bracken Leighton, a skilful 
mechanic of the village. 

Bishop Nicholson refers to the Rosgill pew :— 
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" In ye east window are the arms of Clifford and Salkelds of Rosgill, 
the latter of which had an Isle on ye south side of the church, which 
(as well as their estate) is now in the possession of Ewan Christian, 
Esqre." 

In this corner was once a chapel or chantry, alluded to 
by Nicolson & Burn ; and on the south wall, in the 
customary position, I found a recess 4in. high, I2in. wide, 
and 8in. deep, which had been used for the purposes of 
the altar. But a workman built it up during my absence. 

In the western corner of the church was a large square 
pew, raised 2ft. or aft. above the floor. It was vulgarly 
known as the " calf-hull," a title not unknown in other 
churches, and the choir had sat there in olden times. 

At the restoration much was unavoidably obliterated, 
especially the transmogrifications (to use the phrase of a 
distinguished architect) of successive periods, or the 
" modernizations " spoken of by Hodgson. What was 
really old was reverently conserved, with perhaps one 
exception above noted. 

I1.—CLERGY AND THEIR TIMES. 

I submit a list of vicars so far as they have yet been 
ascertained :— 

c. 1263-1295 ob : Walter de Ditton, friar and canon 
1295— 	William de Kirkedal, friar and canon 
1319— 	Thomas de Wynton, canon 

—1342 res : John de Richmund, friar 
1342— 	John de Langeton, abbot 

—c. 1514 	Alexander Ynglish 
—1517 res : Thomas Durham 

1517— 	Richard Wynwode 
—1553 	Richard Washington ? 

1553— 	James Washington ? 
—c. 1573 ob : Sir John Whinfell 

1574— 	Sir John Brockbank 
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1741-1757 ob : John Watson 
1759-1775 ob : William Langhorne 
1775-1818  ob : James Holme 
1819-1857 ob : John Rowlandson 
1857-1863 cess: James Simpson 
1863-1896 ob : Stephen Whiteside, M.A. 
1896-19oo cess: Joseph Whiteside, M.A. 
1900— 	James Makin Collinson 

I ought to say that some of the earlier dates are only 
approximate calculations, but there is always a good 
reason for them. Close association with the abbey invests 
the church with a greater interest than it would otherwise 
possess. It is unnecessary to confute the popular local 
idea that the monks founded either it or the daughter 
chapelries. There was surely a church in Shap some 
centuries before, and the rude sanctuary of the earliest 
Christians would in time give place to the more pre-
tentious Norman fabric. 

When the white canons migrated from Preston Patrick 
to the valley of St. Mary Magdalene, their future home in 
Heppe, Thomas, son of Gospatric, had granted them his 
estate in the parish ; this could not well be before Z199, 
though it is commonly put nearly 5o years earlier. About 
the same time he gave the rectory to them, and the 
appropriation was confirmed in 1256, 1263, and 1287. 
Before long one of their number, Walter de Ditton, was 
instituted as vicar, and we know of four of his immediate 
successors presented by the abbot and convent, but 
responsible to the bishop in spirituals. 	It is likely that 
the canons mostly supplied the duty to the Reformation ; 
but since the Carlisle registers are missing from 1390 to 
to 1560, and the abbey records have also disappeared, our 
ecclesiastical history is a samewhat blank page. 	The 
vicar's responsibility to two superiors, the abbot and 
the bishop, would create friction. We are told that in 
1397, during a vacancy, Richard Pyttes, vicar-general, 
having sequestrated the profits of the benefice, Abbot 
Robert successfully appealed to the Pope against him. 
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In 1360, complaint having been made of persons 
riotously breaking into Sleddale Grange and other houses 
belonging to the abbey, and committing several disorders, 
the bishop issued a mandate to the vicar and neighbouring 
clergy to denounce the offenders with the greater excom-
munication at the time of high mass with candle, bell, 
and book. 

Sleddale Grange, now unoccupied, was in those days a 
pretentious house. Over the door, which is very old and 
studded with oaken pegs, is a slightly decorated stone 
inscribed :— 

N 
R M 1691. 

In one of the rooms is a small cupboard with the same 
initials, " R.N." 

Vicar Ynglish is said to have made himself notorious 
by buying at Cockermouth a burgage—i.e., land in an 
ancient borough held of the lord at a yearly rent—with 
money of which he had defrauded the monastery. 

Chancellor Prescott has supplied me with the name 
and date of Richard Wynwode. I suspect him to be the 
same person as Richard Evenwode (alias Bagot), last 
abbot, who in 1526, perhaps scenting the dissolution, 
became rector of Kirkbythore, a benefice which he con-
tinued to hold afterwards with a good pension. 

The abbey estates being granted for a nominal sum to 
Sir Thomas Wharton, it is likely that he, as patron, made 
a contribution to the vicar's stipend during his lifetime. 
For from about 158o until 1741, or even to 1759, the 
benefice was sequestrated and served by curates, being too 
impoverished to maintain a vicar, or rather to make it 
worth while incurring the expenses of institution. 

In 1545  the value is given as £8 15s 72d. To the 
interregnum of more than a century and a half I ascribe 
much of the recent condition of the church. 

General Plantagenet Harrison, in his pedigrees of the 
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Washington family, mentions a Richard Washington as 
" being seized of the rectory of Shapp and lands in 
Rosgill." Richard Washington's will is dated June 26th, 
1553. His son Ranulf of Dilliker the General mentions 
as having half of the rectory, &c., by the gift of his father. 
He also calls Richard vicar, and mentions a son James as 
succeeding his father in that office. But how can one 
reconcile a rectorship of Washingtons with the undeniable 
grant to Sir T. Wharton ? 

Mr. John Yarker of Manchester, son of an old Swindale 
schoolmaster and an antiquary of much repute, who gave 
me this information, says General Harrison is perfectly 
reliable when he quotes documents, implying that he is 
not always reliable otherwise. At present one can only 
be sceptical until there is more authority for a Washington 
vicariate. The note is to me unintelligible, but it is well 
to give it. 

Many places, Hegdale in Shap amongst them, have 
claimed the honour of being the birthplace of the great 
Washington, or of his immediate ancestors. Certainly 
one Randall Washington lived at Hall Garth in this 
parish in í6o5. 

Whinfell might be one of the Shap family, whose initials 
are cut in several places at the Greyhound Hotel. 

Brockbank was collated by the bishop post laysum 
temßoris, July 4th, 1574. 

During the protracted sequestration we have the names 
of the following curates :— 

1643-1663 John Dalton 
1708— 	William Sommers 
1712— 	Richard Bowness, B.A. 
1725— 	Edmund Noble 
1731— 	William Smith 

Nicolson & Burn (i. 537) say that, in the time of Crom-
well, Francis Higginson was vicar of Kirkby Stephen ; 
and that, in a pamphlet against Quakers, he relates how 

R 
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one Sunday Mr. Fothergill, vicar of Orton, had exchanged 
duty with Dalton of Shap, who had but one eye. A 
Pharisaic Quaker, stalking into the church at Orton 
while Mr. Dalton was preaching, exclaimed : 

" Come down, thou false Fothergill." 
" Who told thee," said the preacher, " that my name 

was Fothergill ? " 
" The spirit," said the Quaker. 
" That spirit of thine is a lying spirit," retorted the 

other, " for it is well known that I am not Fothergill, but 
peed Dalton of Shap." 

On February 19th, 1718, is an entry of the marriage of 
Richard Bowness, " vicar of Shap," to a lady from Long 
Sleddale. Wilfrid, as his name is given in the bishop's 
register, is probably an error. The title `vicar' would be 
assumed by the curates, and recognised among the 
parishioners. 

Edmund Noble would be a native of the How in West 
Sleddale, an ancient house still much as it was. The 
Nobles are an old family of that valley. On February 
28th, 1669, there is entered the christening of a child of 
this name ; and therefore Miss Noble must be incorrect 
when, in her History of Bani~ ton, p. 186, she speaks of 
John Noble as curate and schoolmaster at Shap. 

Bishop Nicolson, speaking of this master, says " he has 
no certain salary more than 61i, which is a voluntary gift 
(rather than an endowment) of Lord Wharton's for the 
teaching of a particular number of the children of his 
poorer tenants." 

Of John Watson's institution I could find no mention 
in the Carlisle records, but on December 2nd, 1741, he is 
entered as appointed to be curate of Shap. He had been 
licensed as schoolmaster of Measand on April 9th, 1731 ; 
and on June 18th, 1739, he was admitted as curate of 
Mardale. In the Shap books he sometimes calls himself 
vicar, but this was for convenience. He says he was son 
to Matthew Watson of Stainton, in the parish of Dacre. 
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Baptized the 2nd of March, 1706. Mary Watson (his 
wife or mother ?), daughter to Roger Harrison of Walm-
gate, in Bampton, was baptized March 15th, 1684. 

The " Terrier " of 1749 enumerates :— 

(a) A churchyard, garth, and gardens, (but not a vicarage). 
(b) A yearly pension of £I  ios (which is still paid at Lammas) from 

Lord Viscount Lonsdale. A yearly pension of 3s 6d from the 
Lord Berkshire (no longer paid) for an estate called High 
House, payable at Easter. A yearly pension (also extinct) 
from Edward Hassel, Esquire, for that part of Thornthwaite 
Demesne laying and being in the parish of Shapp. 

(c) A modus for Tythe Hay in Hardendale. Jonathan Pooley, 
seven pence. Anthony Garnet, Ten Pence. William Winter, 
seven pence. Henry Rigg, Ten pence. Thomas Summer, 
seven pence. Thomas Gillbanks, Five pence. 	William 
Sanderson, nine pence. 

(d) Easter Dues. 1  d for every communicant. 3d for every new 
calved cow. z 2d for every strip milk'd cow. 2d for every 
new calved heifer. id for every strip milk'd heifer. Smoak 
a penny. Garth or garden a penny. A Foal a penny. Hemp 
Rigg a penny. Tythe Honey through the parish. 

(e) Surplice Fees. 8d for every churching. is 6d wedding by 
publication. ios by licence. rod for every funeral. 2s 8d 
for every Inventory. (There is no mention of the customary 
mortuary.) The whole profits of the vicarage communibus 
annis are worth £15  per annum. 

(f) John Holme, Thomas Holme, William Dennison, and John 
Holme are named as trustees for Mardale Chapel, and stock 
in their hands L76. Yearly profits about £8. 

(g) John Lowis occupies Poor Hagg at a rent of £2 os. 6d. Out of 
this is paid 12s prisoner money and 7s 6d to the school-
master. Also there is £io as a parish stock in the hands of 
John Lowis and William Whitehead for the Poor. 

(h) Among ornaments, &c., of the church are mentioned :—One 
Pewter Flaggon (which has disappeared), Two Silver Chalices, 
Two Patens (there is only one of these now), One Carpet for 
Comm' Table of Green Cloth, one bad Pulpit Cushion and 
no Cloth, green; Two Napkins for Comm' Table, Two large 
Surplices of Linnen Cloth, one parchment Register Book 
(two or three should have been entered), one paper book for 
Registering the Churchwardens' and Overseers' Accounts 
(which is lost), two large Common Prayer Books, one large 
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Bible of the last Translation, no Book of Homilies, no Table 
of Degrees, Three Chests and Three Locks, Three Bells with 
their frames. 
[NoTE.—The comments above (in brackets) are mine. J.W.] 

This " Terrier" is signed by John Watson, minister, 
and four churchwardens :—John Atkinson, William 
Williamson, John Hobson, and Henry Rigg ; also by 
Richard Walker and John Brown, trustees for Swindale, 
and by John Holme, trustee for Mardale; also by Thomas 
and John Robinson, William Rawes, Thomas Holme, 
Richard Whinfield, Lancelot Kitching, Wm. Whinfield, 
Richard Holme, William Whitehead, John Horne, 
Henry Fothergill, Thomas Fothergill, Thomas Kitching, 
Grace Docker, John Fallowfield, Jonathan Sewart, Agnes 
Smith, Agnes Bird, John Hutcheson. 

Grace Docker, widow, was of a family who were for 
many years caretakers of the abbey. She gave, in 1746, a 
silver chalice to match the other, which is of the year 
1629. The chalice bears her initials. She died in 175o. 

The house in the Wreay, occupied now by William 
Lowis, is said then to have been the vicarage. It has a 
garden and garth, as mentioned in the " Terrier." 

Vicar Langhorne was son of the Rev. William Lang-
horne, schoolmaster of Measand and curate of Mardale. 
In the Register he gives some account of himself :— 

" Baptized at Bampton, July the 29-, 1721. Ordained Deacon at 
Bugden by Dl Reynolds, the Bishop of Lincoln, May 29, 1743. 
Ordained Priest at Ely by Dr Butts, the Bishop of Ely, May 5, 1746. 
Appointed Chaplain to the Earl of Peterboro', April 5, 1753• 
Nominated to Bampton School, Nov. 14, 1756. Instituted on the 
presentation of the King to the Vicarage of Shap, July 8-, 1759, 
which he held to this time by sequestration from the death of the 
Revd Mr Watson, December the 19", 1757. Instituted to Bampton 
1763  „ 

Where he died, and was interred November 15th, 1775. 
During the incumbency of this pluralist absentee vicar 

there were several curates :— 

 
 
 
tcwaas_002_1902_vol2_0014



SHAP CHURCH. 	 133 

1757—John Mason 
1759—William Windus 
1765—Richard Loy 
1766—Thomas Thwaites 
1768—Benjamin Gregson 
1771—Anthony Eskrigg 
1772—James Holme 
1772—Thomas Witton 
1775—William Hayton 

James Holme, of which name there were many house-
holds in Shap and Mardale, was presented by Sir James 
Lowther, Bart. He died December 3oth, 1818, and was 
buried at Shap, it is not known where, on January 2nd, 
1819. During his vicariate the present vicarage was 
built—i.e., the northern half. The other end was built at 
the sole cost of the Rev. Stephen Whiteside in 1871 on 
the site of the barn, stable, byre, &c. 

The following letter of November 6th, 1821, from 
Richard Burn, secretary of Queen Anne's Bounty, to 
Vicar Rowlandson will be appreciated by all who have 
occupied that damp and inconvenient habitation :— 

I have received your letter of the 30" ult., and beg to inform you 
that the Governors, in 1815, paid £610 . 15 . 4 . for the erection of a 
new Vicarage House for the Living of Shap. Every precaution was 
taken that the Building should be erected in a substantial manner, 
and strong affidavits to that effect were required and produced 
before payment. The master workmen employed were Benj. 
Procter, Mason, and Robert Kendal, Carpenter, and the sum they 
received was £610 . 15 . 4. The above Contractors made oath that 
the new House was built in all respects according to the plan and 
specification delivered. How it comes to have been built in a 
different manner, that is, in the way you describe, wants explana-
tion, which the Governors will, no doubt, require to be given. That 
a new built house should, in so short a time, be in the imperfect 
state you describe is somewhat extraordinary." 

But contractors are contractors, and not all vicars are 
competent clerks of works ; and James Holme is said to 
have been very short-sighted. 
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Mr. Rowlandson's complaint was a just one. Fifty 
years ago, Mr. Powley of Rosgill had seen ivy growing 
rankly through the wall into a bedroom. 

A letter of Mr. Rowlandson's, dated October 8th, 1835, 
refers to the poverty of the benefice, which, for a parish 
perhaps the most extensive and difficult in the county, 
reflects little credit on those whom it should deeply 
concern :— 

" Its emolument is certainly insufficient for the maintenance of a 
clergyman, as I have painfully experienced, but an additional sum 
of Lso  a year more to the living would not render Shap a very 
desirable residence for a clergyman—at least I had rather be 
removed should an opportunity occur and the Earl of Lonsdale 
deem me any way worthy of his patronage. The living has not 
realized more than Ç65  per annum since I became Incumbent—
repairs of old buildings and improvements about the Vicarage have 
consumed the rest—those repairs were necessary and improvements 
also. I can state to you that I have expended £zoo about the 
Vicarage, &c., independent of what it cost me in taking possession, 
and that the Living has not produced me more than £6o per annum. 
I have had no presents from my parishioners, so that you cannot be 
surprised to hear me state that I should be a little in debt, nor that 
I should be thankful for a better living in order that I might be 
enabled to extricate myself from my pecuniary difficulties by 
rendering to all their dues as an honest man ought to do." 

The ecclesiastical paupers who have succeeded this 
worthy man in that laborious sphere will cordially sym-
pathise with so frank a statement of his troubles. 

Rowlandson, who was instituted on May 5th, 1819, had 
only been ordained priest on April 11th preceding, by the 
Bishop of Chester, in St. James', Piccadilly. 

In the autumn of 1839 the Shap folks were upset by a 
dreadful innovation, which is alluded to in a letter of 
Miss Agnes Wilkinson of Rosgill, when living at Tenbury 
with her uncle, the Rev. George Hall :—" What is come 
to the Shap people that they do not like to have hymn 
books in the church ? 	  But there is no 
convincing some people that anything is right except 
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what their grandfathers did." Some time after the 
introduction of the hymns, a child at Swindale, being 
unaccustomed to them, said on her return from a visit to 
Shap Church, that " she didn't know what the songs 
were, but one of them was ` Tarry Woo.' " For the 
words of this song, so popular at sheep clippings, see Miss 
Noble's History of Bampton. 

Under Mr. Rowlandson served for a time as curate 
John Milner, a famous long jumper, afterwards chaplain 
to the navy, tutor to the Duke of Edinburgh, and vicar of 
Middleton in Teasdale ; and John George Doman, master 
of Hackthorpe and Rossall, afterwards vicar of St. 
Mark's, Bolton, rural dean, and honorary canon of 
Manchester. Rowlandson died and was buried at Bow-
ness-on-Windermere. 

James Simpson, popularly styled " Bishop of Shap," 
was a native of Lyth in Crosthwaite, and became school-
master here. His career thenceforth, for one largely self-
taught, was remarkable. He was Scholar of University 
College, Durham, and took the junior Hebrew prize in 
1842, and the senior prize for Hellenistic Greek and 
Theology in 1843. After curacies at Chester-le-Street 
and Morland, in 1857 he became vicar. Here he lived, 
with his father-in-law Adam Potts, at Church Stile 
House, and developed to the full his gift for antiquarian 
research and dialectic lore. In 1863 he was preferred to 
Kirkby Stephen, and subsequently held the offices of 
Mayor of Appleby, Chairman of Quarter Sessions, and 
President of this Society ; and was fitly honoured by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury with the Lambeth degree of 
LL.D. 

Though Canon Simpson wrote much of the abbey and 
the district, he left little or nothing about the church. 

Stephen Whiteside, a grandson of Stephen Brunskill, 
who was a Wesleyan local preacher of considerable repute, 
was a native of Orton. After curacies at Great Smeaton, 
Lindale in Cartmel, and All H allows in Cumberland, he 
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became perpetual curate of Thrimby, and thence vicar of 
Shap. 

Through his energy the benefice in 1875 received an 
augmentation of £33  6s. 8d. per annum. Towards this 
the resident parishioners gave little help ; £44 6s. 8d. 
only was contributed by fourteen of them, one, " a poor 
parishioner," giving the honourable widow's mite of 6d. 

I must leave to another time a detailed account of the 
Registers, as well as some notes on the parish, the abbey, 
and some men of mark. But in connection with the 
church, the sufferings of early Friends may be mentioned. 
I summarise them from Chancellor Ferguson's little 
book :— 

On December 6, 1663, William Berwick and George Berwick were 
committed to prison, and forced from religious meetings. In 
January, 1664, they were fined, and had their goods distrained. 

In 167o-1, from Anthony Bownas of Shapp, for fines of £2 15s for 
himself, they took z kine, 1 steer, and a little heifer, worth 
about L7.  And at several other times for fines of Lz 15s. they 
took goods worth L2 6s. 4d. 

From William Whitehead of Waters, for a fine of L20, 
they took 4 stone of wool worth 24s. He was fined £3 for 
being at several meetings, and they took from him 3 kine worth 
£9 and a cow worth £2. 

In 1675-6, from William Barwick and John Barwick of Shapp was 
taken 6s. by Justices' Warrants for absence from the national 
worship. 

In 1678, in an account of persons who are no Papists, but Protestant 
Dissenters and Quakers, are included :- 

Yearly value Value of 
Thomas Atkinson of lands seized. goods levied. 
William Whitehead ,J 	s. 	d. s. 	d. 
Richard Ayrey All of Shap. 6 	4 	8 10 	13 	4 
John Clark 
Richard Barwick 

The Meeting House was the old Post Office, south of 
the Girls' School, now occupied by Mrs. Grace Castley. 
The garden was the burial ground, and a field across the 
lane is called Meeting House Croft. 
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III.—CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS. 

I conclude with churchwardens' accounts for the years 
1718, 1723, and 1795 

THE CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR I718. 

	

Imprnis Expences att Appleby ... 	 I i 6 

	

Item : Bread and Wine att Trinity 	... 	0 12 3 

For Bread and Wine att Xmas ... 	o 6 6 
For Lead to Mr Robinson 	 5 14 IO 
For Carriage of the same 	 o 6 o 
To the Plumber 	 2 7 0 
For Lowther ... 	... 	 o I o 
Bread and Wine at Easter 	 I IO o 
For keeping the Clock ... 	 o Io o 
For Lethers and other repairs to the Bels.. 0 2 o 
For secureing a Dorment and repairing the 

Ailes 	... 	... 	... 	0 9 0 

For Boards Gists and wood work 	o 7 o 
For fouer Hundred Nails 	... 	0 4 IO 
For peats for smelting Lead 	... 	0 2 0 
For mending the pulpett and a Lock 	o I o 
For two ffoxes ... 	 o 5 o  
Six Ravens 	... 	 o 2 0 
For Washing ... 	... 	 0 3 0 

Expenses att Mardale ... 	 o 7 6 

THE ACCOUNTS OF JOHN ROBINSON GEORGE SIMPSON THOMAS BLAND 

EDWARD POWLEY CHWARDENS FOR THE PSH OF SHAPP FOR 

THE YEAR 1723 AS FOLLOWETH. 

£ s. d. 

	

Imps Recd of the old Chwardens 	... 	3 : I : 6 

Recd an assessment at 4d p lb ... 15 : Io : o 

Recd in all 	... 18 : II : 6 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Imps Bread and Wine at Trin Christm Easter & 
Trinity 	... 	... 	... 	... 	3:16: 8 

for plaistering & painting the Ch & for lime 
Hair & Carriages & Expenses 	... 6 : 4 : 6 

Ch Charges and Expenses at Appleby 	... I : 4 : 6 
S 
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fora Bier 	 o : 3 : 6 
Rushbearing 	... 	 o : 2 : 6 
5 November 	... 	 o : i : 8 
Washing Ch Linen 	... 	 o : 2 : 6 
for the Bells & Clock Wire 	 o : i : 4 
Keeping Register 	 o : 2 : 6 
Churchyard Wall 	 o : o : 6 
Expenses at Mardale 	 o : 4 : 6 

o 3:6 
for Ravens 	... 	... 	 o : i : 8 
for two Foxes and 2 Badgrs 	 o : 4 : o 
leathering the Bell Tongues 	 o : I : 6 
Clock ... 	... 	... 	 o: io: o 
for Two Homily Books, &c. 	 o : 8 : o 
Expenses 	 o : I : o 

Disburst in all 	 ... 13 : 14 : 4 

Reed more than disburst 	.. 4.17.2 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

1795 	 £. S. d 
July 16 M r  Loadman Oil for the Church Clock 	 4 

25 Paid on St James' Day 	... 	... 	 5 . 6 
Aug. 18 Robt Mounsey for mending the Clock Plum 	3 . o 
Nov. 5 Paid the ringers ... 	 I . 2 

1796 
Mar. 27 Joseph Richardson for Ale on Easter Day 	5 . o 

28 Eliz. Farrer for washing the Church Linen 	io . o 
Thomas Docker for one Raven's head 	 4 
To Boys at for three 	do 	do 	 I . o 
Mr Loadman oil for the Bells 	 6 

July 7 Expences at Appleby 	... 	 i . 8 . 5 
Court Fees at Appleby 	... 	 18 . 8 
John Wallace Bread for the Sacrament 	 4 . 5 
James Farrer for winding up the Clock 	 I . 2 
Repairing a Bell Wheel 	... 	... 	 I . 2 
For assisting repairing the Clock Plum 	 i . o 
For cleaning the Church leads 	... 	 i . 6 
For putting up Pins in the Church ... 	 6 
For cleaning the Church windows ... 	... 	2 . o 
For sweeping the Church & care of the Books.. 	5 . o 
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For taking care of the Clock 	 3 . 6 
For splicing the Bell ropes... 	... 	 1 . o 
For new Hanging the and repairing it 	... 	6 . o 
For 3 new Posts & repairing the singers seats 	2 . 2 
Vicar's Dinner at Mardale at Easter 	 3 . 6 
Half a Bottle of Wine at Christmas... 	 1 . 6 
26 Bottles of Wine at 3s pr Bottle 	 3 . 18 . o 
One Empty Bottle 	... 	 3 
John Askew for a Window Light 	 i . io 
Paid the Ringers ... 	... 	... 	 i8 . o 
Robt Mounsey for mending Church Gate 	 6 
For copy of the Register ... 	 2 . 6 
Reading the Accounts 	... 	... 	 i . o 
Mr. Thos Holme for Pulpit Cloth ... 	 16 . 6 

Total Disbursements 	 ... i i . 7 . 5 

RECEIVED PER CONTRA. 

By Assessment 	... 	 ... 	... 10 . 15 . 64- 
By Balance from the old Churchwardens 	 I I . 51 
By Sale of an old Bell Rope... 	 7 

Total Receipts... 	 ... Ii . 7 . 6 
Total Disbursements ... 	... 1 I . 7 . 5 

Balance 	... 	... 	 1- 
The real assessment is II . 5 . 31 of which sum 9s  9d belongs to 

Shap Abbey application has been made both to the late and present 
Tenant who have both refused to pay the said sum. 

In the accounts sent in to the churchwardens by John 
Garnett, of the King's Arms, who was, by the way, 
father-in-law of Vicar Rowlandson, I see from October, 
1819, to June, 1820, no less than £4  4s. iod. was 
expended on wine, and in other years similar sums. But 
the wine was then as much as 6s. 4d. a bottle, and it was 
customary to consume in the vestry all that remained 
over after the administration. And the Shap wardens 
used to pay for the daughter chapelries. 

In 1821, Garnett provided a pitch pipe for the church 
at 7s. 6d. It is not so very long since at Swindale we 
sang to the schoolmaster's whistle or flute. 
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Old churchwardens seem to have had what some call 
" good times." Here is the bill of expenses at the 
confirmation and visitation held at Appleby, July Ist, 
1825 :— 

. s. d 
13 Dinners 	 ... I . 6 . o 
Ale and Porter ... 	 .. I . 4 . 8 
2 bottles of Brandy 	 14 . o 
2 	 ff 	7f Wine ... 	 10 . o 
7 Horses' Hay 	... 	... 	 6 . 6 
Cheese and Bread for Children 	 15 . 2 
Teas 	 ii .• 6 
Tobacco ... 	 I . o 

5. 8.Io 
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