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ART. XXIV.—Pre-historic Implements in Furness. By 
HARPER GAYTHORPE, F.S.A. Scot. 

Read at Carlisle April 30th, 1903. 

WITH the exception of the upper stone of a quern 
which was found some years ago by Mr. Thomas 

Pickthall on Tummer Hill rabbit warren, no ancient 
stones have been recorded as having been found on 
Walney Island until the year 1901. 

In April, 1901, Mr John Lockhart, of Barrow, found a 
stone celt on the green sward above high water mark 
between Tummer Hill rabbit warren and Hollow Scar, 
at a point three or four yards from the corner of the stone 
wall which forms the northern boundary of Biggar Bank. 

The celt is formed of a hard and compact clay slate, is 
68 inches long, 2f inches wide, and i f inches thick, 
weighs 20 ounces, and has on the surface a fine patina. 
It has been ground sharp at both ends, the wider end is 
21 inches across and has an angle of 700, the narrower end 
is 18 inches wide, with an angle of 90°. (See Fig. I.) 

An unusual feature of this celt is the peculiar finish 
along the sides of the implement, which have been ground 
away to a width of about 16  of an inch. This feature I 
have only seen in three other celts found in Furness, 
namely, at Ulverston, Kirkby, and Barrow, and one found 
at Haltcliff in Cumberland. A similar but much larger 
specimen was found near Conishead Priory. 

When examined under a lens the marks of grinding can 
be more distinctly seen. At the sides these marks are at 
right angles to the celt, as though the implement had 
been held in both hands when being ground. The grind-
ing marks on the faces run in an oblique direction. 

The celt has the peculiar ridge shown on the Ulverston 
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celt (Vol. xv., plate 4, no. 4), but only on the right hand 
side of each face, and while the cutting edge at the 
narrower end is symmetrical, at the wider end it is 
rounded away on the right hand side. " This obliquity 
of the cutting edge was no doubt intentional and may 
have originated in the manner in which these hatchets 
were mounted with hafts " (Ancient Stone Implements, 
2nd Edn., p. 113). 

In making a comparison between the stone celts found 
in Furness a most remarkable difference is found in the 
angle formed at the cutting edges. In one case, on a celt 
found at Scales near Aldingham, the cutting edge formed 
an angle of 40  to 5o degrees, while the angles of others 
vary from 6o to 8o degrees. Some are elongated and 
chisel-shaped, while others are wider and clumsier, and 
apparently were used as wedges for splitting rather than 
hatchets for cutting. 

One of the two celts found at Scales was at a depth of 
several feet below the surface, in a fissure between two 
large blocks of limestone, where it had in all probability 
lain since it was lest by some pre-historic man, to whom 
the sight of it in an inaccessible position must have been 
very tantalising. 

I tested this implement by using it as a joiner's chisel, 
and found it a capable tool. It cut wood, even beech, 
very fairly, though not, of course, equal to a joiner's 
chisel. The loss of this celt to the then owner, after the 
labour spent in making it, must have been very great 
indeed. 

Celts of the same form as the one from Walney Island 
are common in Cumberland. " Several such were found 
in Ehenside Tarn. They are also of frequent occurrence 
in Ireland, but are rare on the Continent " (A.S.I., 2nd 
Edn., p. 133).  

(Fig. II.) This interesting implement was found in a 
field at Long Bank, Walney Island, in September, 1901, 
by Mr. E. Montague Shepherd. 
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The place where it was picked up, among sandy soil 
and stones, is now the junction of Juno and Hogue 
Streets, Vickerstown, S. The presence of eggs of the 
stone mite, Petrobia lapidum (Koch), on one face of the 
implement proved that it was on the surface of the ground 
when found, and could not have been dug up in making a 
drain, as was at first supposed. 

The implement has been formed out of a micaceous 
grit stone. It weighs 202 ounces, is 52  inches long, 24 
inches wide at the edge, the latter being rather blunt, 
" which shows that it cannot have been intended for a 
cutting tool, but must have been used as a weapon of 
war." It tapers towards the hammer end, the surface of 
the latter being 4  of an inch in diameter. The perforation 
is i inches in diameter, and tapers from both top and 
bottom of the implement towards the centre, where it 
is 2  an inch in diameter. The outside margin of the 
perforation on the bottom of the stone is 	of an inch 
nearer the hammer end, thus making the axis of the 
perforation to run obliquely, and it seems to have been 
drilled out by one of the means referred to in Ancient 
Stone Implements, 2nd Edn., p. 52. 

One of the faces of the implement has been grooved 
with a plough, and it has evidently been formed from a 
small boulder, for on the other face, near the perforation, 
there is a flat part, dark brown in colour, which is clearly 
the original surface. The colour of the stone is drab, 
with dark brown patches, especially on the face which, 
judging by the plough marks, has been uppermost. The 
drab surface colour is the result of age, for where the 
stone has been scratched or pitted it is lighter in tint. 

Since the above notes were written two other inter-
esting finds have been made. 

The perforated pebble (Fig. III.) was found on Walney 
Island in August, 1903, by Mr. James Rooney, 4 feet 
below the surface of the ground and 3 feet below a former 
surface, in excavating the footpath on the north side of 
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Natal Road, opposite No. 17 Dominion Street, Vickers-
town, S. The new road is south of the old school, and is 
being made through the sand pit. When excavating at 
this place one foot of soil was found below the surface. 
Below this were the roots of another turf level, then 2 feet 
of soil, and lower still the upper boulder clay. About 
one foot deep in the clay the pebble was dug out. In 1875 
brick making was carried on near this spot, and the great 
thickness of soil was probably caused by the surface soil 
from the brick yard being deposited on the ground on the 
site below which the pebble was found. Since 1875, 
and recently, great alterations have been made in the 
surface levels in this neighbourhood by the Isle of Walney 
Estates Company, Ltd. The pebble is formed of hard 
micaceous grit. It is 21 inches wide, 22 inches high, i 
of an inch thick, and weigh- 5 ounces. It is brown, and 
pitted on the surf ice, and grey underneath. The perfora-
tion, not truly round, is zs  of an inch in diameter, and 
seems to have been picked out with a hard stone or flint. 
A peculiar feature of the perforation is that the sides are 
hollowed out more at the lower part of one face and the 
upper part of the other. The stone may have been used 
as an amulet, or a witch-stone. 

By far the most remarkable specimen of an ancient 
stone found on Walney Island is the oval hammer stone 
(Fig. IV.) of fine grained micaceous grit, which was dug 
out of the upper boulder clay in April, 1875, in the highest 
part of a brick field south of the old school house, nearly 
opposite No. 1 Dominion Street, Vickerstown, S., and 
about 3o yards from where the perforated pebble (Fig. III.) 
was found. The clay was " cast " for a depth of 4  feet 
6 inches, below which was a bed of sand. At a depth of 
about 4  feet from the surface the hammer stone was found 
in the solid clay by Mr. George Harrison. It is 4  inches 
long, 36 inches wide, and 2 inches thick, and weighs 20 
ounces. Its even surface is fawn coloured and lighter 
underneath. The bell-shaped cavities are i4 inches in 
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diameter on the surface of the stone and of an inch in 
depth, leaving only 24  of an inch in the centre of the stone 
not perforated. The stone does not appear to have been 
used as a hammer, for the ends are not worn or flattened, 
and if it were intended for use as such it would probably 
have been held in the hand alone by the thumb and third 
finger, and not provided with a shaft. " At first sight it 
is difficult to say whether it is a finished implement or 
whether it would have become a perforated hammer head 
had the process of manufacture been completed " (See 
A.S.I., 2nd Edn., pp. 238, 240). A hammer stone of 
this kind, 3 inches long, was found at Melmerby in Cum-
berland. 

The writer's thanks are due to Dr. T. K. Fell for the 
celt, to Mr. E. Montague Shepherd for the stone axe, to 
Mr. David Kay, of the Isle of Walney Estates Company, 
Ltd., for the perforated pebble, and to Mrs. George 
Harrison for the hammer stone. 

 
 
 
tcwaas_002_1904_vol4_0027


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5



