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ART VIII.--The Quaker - Jesuite. By the Rev. LEWIS 
HEATHERINGTON. 

Read at Carlisle, April 19th, 1904. 

THE Quakers from the first years of their rise in the 
 middle of the seventeenth century down to the forties 

in our own era, have been noted for their resistance to-
wards the payment of tithes and other church dues. They 
have in many cases preserved a very full account of all 
the imprisonments and distraints which they suffered from 
this refusal to obey what they considered an unholy law, 
and many of the registers, or Books of Sufferings, which 
they compiled in those days, still survive. The present 
writer, in looking through one of the earlier books of 
sufferings still preserved in the archives of the Kendal 
Meeting House, came across a curious account of the 
differences between the first Westmorland Quakers and 
William Brownsword, who is recorded to have held the 
living of Kendal from 1659 to 1672. 

His first recorded altercation with the Quakers is thus 
ingenuously set forth by the Quaker scribe :— 

Here follows some of the sufferings of ffriends belonging to Gray-
rigge Meeting, part whereof were about the yeare 1661. 

William Brownsword, priest of Kendall, demanded of Peter Moser 
of Grayrigge, an Easter reckoning, which was but a very small 
matter. Peter answered he could give him none,—life and Land and 
all first. Soon after, the said Peter was arrested by A Bayliffe 
(vizt.) Richard Ridley of Kendall, and carried to priest Brownsword's 
house, who said : " Peter, thou said ' Life and Land and all first,' 
what wilt thou do now ? " Peter told him he was of the same mind 
then as he was before. The priest said again, If thou wilt pay the 
Charges I will loose my dues. Peter told him he never owed him 
anything, neither had he (vizt. the priest) ever done anything for 
him, what then could he claim as his due ? The priest said it was 
his own fault, then, that would not come to hear him. Peter told 
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him he was no minister of Christ. The priest said, " Thou judgest 
not justly, thou never camest to hear me." Peter asked him whether 
ever any Minister of Christ did Imprison any as he had done, and bid 
him take his bible, and looke from the beginning to the End thereof, 
and see if he could find and shew him that ever true Minister of 
Christ had done as he had done. Then the Priest laid his Bible 
away and said he would have it by law ; And then by the Priest's 
Order the Bayliffe took him away to prison to James Sutton's house 
in Kendall. And after a while, his Mother (shee being none of the 
people called Quakers), without his knowledge agreed with the said 
Priest and gave him 40 shillings, which when Peter was told did so 
exceedingly trouble him that he was past his Ordinary food. 

Thus, though Priest Brownsword is held to have been 
worsted in argument by his Quaker parishioner, his is the 
financial triumph. This is not his only contest with the 
Quakers. His name and further records against him 
appear in the same Book of Sufferings, but not until some 
ten years later. A much fuller account of this litigious 
vicar is there given and is very interesting. Here is the 
Quakers' indictment brought against him, and even this, 
as we shall show, omits a curious attack made by him 
against them. 

In the year 1671 William Brownsword, priest of Kendall, who 
formerly had served at Preston in Lancashire, and there was a 
Leading Man amongst the Presbyterians in Oliver's days, and set 
forth a large book called Room's Convictions, wherein he railed much 
against the Cavalliers as he called them, saying they were the par-
liament's greatest Enemies, yet when the King came to his Chrown 
this priest fac'd about, and tooke the Bishop's Orders, and became 
an Episcopalian, though he had formerly taken the Solemn League 
and Covenants. Now this priest being settled in the Vicarage at 
Kendall he sued severall of the people called Quakers in the 
Ecclesiastical] Court at Richmond for small Tyths and Easter 
Reckonings, and these three, vizt. Miles Bateman senior, Robert 
Barrow, and John ffell, all of Kendall, He cast into prison. [A foot-
note appended reads as follows : " When the Bayliffe Robert Wil-
kinson came to Robert Barrow's house to Arrest him, Robert was 
sick under a Course of Physick and therefore desired the Bayliffe to 
spare him till next day ; so the Bayliffe seeing him very ill went to 
the priest and desired him yt Robert Barrow might be let alone till 
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ye morrow, but the priest being Angry said he should go forth with 
to Goal, except he would pay or some for him ; the Bayliffe said it 
would endanger his life howbeit they run the hazard and carried 
him."] Miles Bateman was in prison 3 weeks then was released, 
John Archer of Kendall haveing made some agreement for him with 
the priest ; but the other two remained in prison g weeks in which 
time being Informed that the priest had proceeded Illegally against 
them in not giving them personali Summons they appealed to the 
Ecclesiastical) Court at York, and removed their cause thither to be 
determined and became plaintiffs. and were set at liberty dureing 
the said appeale, and were likely to recover charges of the priest ; 

But when the priest came to York, and made a Great Complaint 
to the officers of the Court, and more especially to Tho. Burwell 
called Docter who was willing to pleasure the priest ; as appeared 
by Jeremiah Waddington their Procter, who told them that Doctour 
Burwell had informed the priest that if they were such men as would 
not sweare, And if he would take a certain Oath which he named, 
then except they would take the same Oath they could not recover 
charges against him ; so the priest being willing to pollute his Con-
science, rather than Impoverish his purse, took the said Oath 
(Jurament. Collum) swearing that his proceedings against them 
were just and Legall : And then brought Citations to summon them 
to go take the like Oath, or else they must be in a Contempt again : 

But it came to pass that in a month's time after he began to be 
sick, and after two Weeks Sickness died, and Doctor Burwell that 
gave him this Counsell died about the same time ; thus was the 
priest taken away in the height of his Strength and the rest of his 
cruelty was restrained, but it had cost Robert Barrow and John (fell 
7 pounds besides 9  weeks of false Imprisonment. 

Not content with enlisting the strong arm of the law 
for their discomfiture, Priest Brownsword seems also to 
have dipped his pen in gall and used.it agàinst the Quakers. 
Copies of two of his works are preserved in the British 
Museum. The first is that mentioned by the Quaker. re-
corder as a product of the days when Brownsword was a 
" Leading Man amongst the Presbyterians in Oliver's 
days." The title page sufficiently describes it : 

Rome's Conviction : or, a Discoverie of the unsoundness of Rome's 
Religion, in answer to a book, called The Right Religion, evinced by 
L. B., shewing, (i) that the Romish Church is not the true and onely 
Catholick Church, infallible ground and rule of Faith. (2) That the. 
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main Doctrines of the Romish Church are damnable errors, and 
therefore to be deserted by such as would be saved. 

The description of the author at the date of publication, 
1654, is : William Brownsword, M.A. and Minister of the 
Gospel at Douglas Chappell in Lancashire. 

His studies in the religion of Rome brought further 
grist to his controversial mill. Some six years later, when 
he had become vicar of Kendal, he put forth a small 
quarto pamphlet, the fruit of considerable study, to judge 
by the learned references appended, and of more ex-
perience. The title page is again well filled by a lengthy 
explanation of his purpose :— 

The 
Quaker-Jesuite 

or, 
Popery in Quakerisme : 
Being a clear Discovery 

i. That their Doctrines, with their Proofs and Arguments, are fetcht 
out of the Council of Trent, Bellarmine, and others. 

2. That their Practises are fetcht out of the Rules and Practises 
of Popish Monks. 

With a serious Admonition to the Quakers, to consider their ways, 
and return from whence they are fallen. 

By William Brownsword, Minister of the Gospel at Kendal. 

The date of publication, 166o, is altered in ink in the 
Museum copy to Jan. 5, 1659. The author dates it Nov. 
26, 1659. In his forewords, ` To all who hold the Truths 
of Christ, and continue in Communion in the Ordinances 
of Christ, within the Town, etc., of Kirkby Kendal,' the 
clerical pamphleteer remarks their " Souls, the Truths and 
Church of Christ" had "occasioned a late serious publique 
disswasive of you from the Church and Doctrines of 
Rome, under what name so ever, and by whomsoever they 
were propounded to you, and especially as they are pro-
pounded by the Quakers ; who, as they are more active 
among you then other Sects so do their doctrines and 
practises more harmonize with Rome then others." He 
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goes on ingenuously to explain how this " late serious 
publique disswasive," evidently a sermon on his favourite 
topic, provoked denial : " The charge of falsehood against 
me by them, hath provoked this demonstration of the 
truth of what I had publiquely asserted : which as I hope 
it will tend to settle you against their way, so may it 
through God's blessing, be a means to fetch back some 
who are ignorantly drawn from us into their snares." 
After affirming that he does not refer to the doctrines 
which are " Catholick not Popish Doctrines," but only to 
those peculiar to Rome, and similarly only to the " prac-
tises" peculiar to the Orders of " Monks, Hermites, Nuns 
and the like," he proceeds to " parallel their Doctrines, 
and then their Practises " with those of the Quakers. He 
gives twelve pairs of doctrinal and ten of practical parallels. 
The doctrines include those of the inner light (" this is 
their Master-doctrine") ; perfection attainable in this life; 
justification by a righteousness within us and by obedience; 
" that the Saints that have true Grace may fall away 
finally as Judas did, who was a godly man, till Christ gave 
him the sop, and the Divel thereupon entred into him ; " 
" that Pagans and Turks living justly and honestly, may 
be justified and saved ; " " that there is no absolute Decree 
of Election and Reprobation from Eternity ; " the Scrip-
tures not a rule of faith ; infant baptism not affirmed by 
Scripture ; the Lord's Day without Divine Authority ; 
and " that some have the same Spirit of infallibility that 
the Apostles had." The Quaker belief—that " the Lord's 
Supper, as administred in our Churches is common, 
nothing but a bit of Bread and Wine : they speak very 
scornfully and contemptibly of it,"—is paralleled by quota-
tions from the Rhemists, who call it " our profane Bread 
and Wine . . . void of Sacrament, and all Grace ; a 
vain and detestable Table, and indeed a very Sacrifice, or 
a Table and Cup of Divels, wherein the Divel is properly 
served, and Christ's honour defiled ; . . . It's Calvin's 
Supper and his Bread and Wine is like at length to come 
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to the Sacrifice of Ceres and Bacchus." Again the 
Quaker protests that " the Protestant Ministers are not 
the Ministers of Christ Jesus," and the charge that " they 
use the vilest language they can invent against us ; deny 
our Call, say we came from Rome, had no Church before 
Henry the eighth, that others may do the work of the 
Ministry, as well as we, even women,"—all this is paralleled 
by a tremendous collection of Harding's invectives " against 
learned Jewel and the Reformed Ministry." Here is one 
paragraph only : " How seems not this wicked generation 
to spring of the Divel ; ye falsely and wickedly lead the 
people ; ye are Apostates, ye are Heretiques, ye are im-
pudent and rebellious children, your Church is no other 
but the malignant Church and Synagogue of Satan ; ye 
are light Preachers, wicked Vow-breakers, leud lecherous 
Lurdens, detestable blasphemers," &c., &c. 

For the Quaker ` practises' Priest Brownsword finds 
many parallels in " the rules and practises of Popish 
Monks, in whose Discipline our new Monks seem to be 
admirably instructed." The followers of Fox, the apostle 
in the leathern suit, find their mean and plain apparel 
likened unto the sackcloth of "those poor hermites," while 
their "Discipline of Silence "—which is for the "attainment 
of Divine Knowledge "—and their fasting—" as a special 
means of spiritual knowledge "—are found to be strictly 
Popish. Another charge is : " They run up and down 
Naked, though not constantly, yet at some times." This is 
not false if we may trust another source of information, 
the London Chronicle of 1778, which extracts from an 
account of the first Quakers this incident : " At Kendal 
the wife of Edmund Albighton went naked through the 
streets, and other members of the Society, male and 
female, did the same, calling themselves Adam and Eve, 
and when examined concerning the same at the Assizes 
the man affirmed that the power of God was upon him, 
and he was commanded so to do." Priest Brownsword 
gives as a Jesuit parallel : " Ignatius Loyola, the grand 
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father of the Jesuites . . . used to go sometimes naked 
besmeared with filth, making himself a scoff to the be- 
holders. In Cassian it is said: `The Reins of Desire cannot 
be moderated and ruled but by the vertue of Nakedness.' 
Hence is that paradox : ' A Naked monk is Lord of the 
whole world." His last article sums up his complaint and 
his accusation : " They are a seduced people and active in 
seducing others, being ignorant, unlearned, yet an im-
portunate unwearied people, compassing sea and land to 
make a proselyte, yet not for themselves but for those 
sophisters of Rome, whose Factors they are." 

Having thus sought to make it evident that " the hand 
of a Jesuite is in the Quaker religion," he adds an epilogue 
to his Quaker parishioners. It is not very ` disswasive,' 
to be sure, for he tells them they are "become the Popes 
very Pedlars, to sell off his corruptest wares at stalls, 
which would never off in shops, to go play Mountebank 
Monkish tricks on every stage, to get the freer vent for 
those corrupt Doctrines that began to stick on his hands." 
Still, with an exhortation to them to return to the fold, 
he subscribes himself : " Your real friend, desirous to tell 
you the Truth, though accounted your enemy for it." 

His pamphlet and his actions in the record above were 
of little avail. In the year of Brownsword's death, 1672, 
on the fourth of the third month, the MS. records tell us 
that "ffreinds of Kendall bath given a generali Testimony 
against the payment of Tythes, Repaire of the steple house 
(i.e., the church), and things appertaining to the upholding 
of that ministry which pleads for sin during life, contrary 
to Christ and his ministry, who turnes people from Sattans 
soveranty to bear his heavenly Image in truth and 
righteousnesse." So failed this malleus fanaticorum (as a 
like-minded successor in the Vicarage of Kendal is styled 
in his epitaph), and so did the Quakers resist continually 
until the removal of the hated imposts in the last century. 
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At the reading of this paper, Mr. Wigham produced a 
copy, from the Library of the Society of Friends in Lon-
don, of a pamphlet written in reply to Brownsword. By 
the kindness of Mr. R. M. Lidbetter we can give the text 
of the lengthy title-page and a few particulars of the work.. 
The title runs :— 

Babilons Defence 
Broken down, 

and one of Antichrists Warriours 
DEFEATED: 

In an Answer to a Scandalous Pamphlet, Intituled, 
The Quaker-Jesuit : 

or 
Popery in Quakerism : 

Put forth by one William Brownsword, who calls himself Minister of 
the Gospel at Kendal. In which the Doctrines of the Quakers (so-
called) are more truly stated than he hath stated them ; and fully 
manifested, and clearly proved by the Holy Scriptures to be the 
sound doctrines of Truth : In opposition to his false Slanders of 
them to be Popery. In which also, it is fully manifest that our 
practices are the practices of truth, for which we have the holy 
Prophets and Ministers of Christ for our Example. Wherein it is 
clearly manifest, that he hath no more true ground to compare us to 
the Monks, than the enemies of truth had, (in Generations past) to 
compare the holy Prophets to Idolators, who practiced such things 
in obedience to God, in their Age, as we practice in obedience to 
God in our Age, being a true testimony that many of the things that 
he hath said concerning us, and our Religion, are false. 

With a few Queries to him concerning those Doctrines and Prac-
tices, in which he hath compared us with the Papists. 

By John Stoery. 

Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. Mat. 5. II. 

As many were astonied at thee (his visage was so marr'd, more 
than any man, and his form more than the sons of men). Isai. 52. 
14. 

London, Printed for Robert Wilson, at the Black-Spread-Eagle and 
Wind Mill in Martins near Aldersgate, 166o. 
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The book consists of about forty pages, twenty-three of 
which are occupied with Storey's replies. Then follow 
twenty-two questions for William Brcwnsword to answer. 
A postscript is added, addressed "To William Brownsword 
and his Parishioners (sic) in Kendall," and the closing 
pages record a quaint challenge, in the style of the age, 
from Edward Burrough, dated " the 12th day of the 12th 
month, 1659," to discuss the matter ; but it does not ap-
pear that the challenge was accepted. 

" John Story, a Westmorland Friend, of whom we know 
little," is mentioned on page 64 of Chancellor Ferguson's 
Early Cumberland and Westmorland Friends. Edward 
Burrough's life is given in pages 28 to 35 of the same 
volume, and letters of his are contained in the manuscript 
volume now in the Jackson Library, and described in the 
article by W. G. Collingwood, in these Transactions, vol. 
xiv. 
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