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ART. XVI.—The Ambleside Curates Bible. By H. S. 
COWPER, F.S.A. 

Communicated at Penrith, September 13th, 1906. 

IN 1894 being in correspondence with Mr. J. R. Dore, 
the authority on old versions of the Bible,* he 

informed me that he was in possession of an old Bible 
formerly in use by the curates of Ambleside ; and he 
further informed me that he would willingly part with it 
for what it had cost him if I could find a purchaser who 
would restore it to Ambleside Church. 

Among other parishioners and neighbours to whom I 
incidentally mentioned the matter was the late Colonel 
Godfrey Rhodes, who took the matter up promptly, and 
purchased the Bible. Somewhat to my dismay, however, 
he did not present it to the vicar and wardens as I had 
expected, and as the vendor undoubtedly intended. But 
considering his well-known bias for polemics, I do not 
doubt that his intention was to do so when, if ever, he 
found a vicar whose doctrine completely accorded with 
his own. The colonel died in 1905, and his effects at 
Ambleside were sold in 1906. Seeing the danger of the 
Bible falling into the hands of some dealer or collector, I 
took counsel with Miss M. L. Armitt, and we succeeded 
in getting together a few guarantors for a fair sum, the 
result being its purchase at a very reasonable figure. 

The Bible is an interesting one in itself, and for local 
reasons. It is a copy of the first edition of King James' 
Bible, known as the " Authorized Version," and printed 
in 1611 by Robert Barker, printer to the King.} Of this 

* Author of Old Bibles : An Account of the Early Versions of trie English 
Bible (2nd ed., i888). 

t The patent ;for exclusive printing of the Bible was purchased from Queen 
Elizabeth by Christopher Barker, and it remained in that family for about 13o 
years. 
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edition there were three issues in 1612, varying in minor 
points, and the Ambleside Bible is a copy of the first, 
known as the great " He " Bible, because in the last line 
of Ruth iii., 15, the text reads " and he went into the 
citie," whereas in the second, and nearly all subsequent 
issues (including the present text), the wording is " and 
she went into the citie (or city)." The curious thing is 
that " He " is the proper translation of the Hebrew. 

The local interest of the Book lies in the marginal notes 
and signatures, since these prove that it was used by the 
curates of Ambleside from 1612 till early in the eighteenth 
century. 

The first user (or owner) was one John Bell, who 
appears to have been a somewhat remarkable man, though 
locally forgotten until disinterred by Miss M. L. Armitt, 
who notes in her recent paper on Ambleside that the John 
Bell, curate and schoolmaster, mentioned in Burn and 
Nicolson's Westmorland as having paved a causeway at 
Rydal with the help of his scholars, must bye the same as 
a John Bell, curate, witnessing a Rydal deed in 1617.* 

John Bell may have purchased the Bible ; at any rate, 
he was using it a year after publication. He was in the 
habit of writing in it from time to time in a very neat 
hand his name, age, and the number of years he had 
served his cure ; and frequently he added a motto or 
maxim, sometimes in English, but more often in Latin. 

In all there are seventeen of these graffiti. The earliest 
dated one is 1612 and the latest 1629, when he had served 
44 years. He was therefore appointed in 1585. 

With some variation the wording of his formula is as 
follows :— 

Johannes Bell hujus tenens 1613 
Curatus de Ambleside ætatis sui circum 
6o annos ubi servivit viginti octo annos 

* See Miss Armitt's paper, these Transactions, N.S., vi., 61 ; also Burn and 
Nicolson, i., 174. 
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and the maxims (generally appended to these memoranda) 
are as follows :— 

Vivat, vincat, valeat, bene diu semper (five times*) 

Post funera virtus, gloria Deo nunc et semp' (1614) 

Alter ego nisi sis non es michi (sic) verus amicus 

Vir sapit qui panca loquitur (1618) 

Mea cura vocat me, et tua te, virtus post funera (1613) 

Nichil (sic) melius est, quam bene agere 

Evill hath ye, that evillth mketh (maketh) 

Qui ante non cavet post dolebit 

Dixit Johannes Bell curatus etc (date missing) 

Post studium mentis delectat cantus honestus (1613) 

Before leaving John Bell, it may be mentioned that it 
is possible that it is his name that is preserved to us in 
the fell called " John Bell's Banner," east of Kirkstone 
Pass. I wrote Mr. George Browne on this point, and he 
tells me that " John Bell's Bauner " is on the boundary 
between Over Hartsop and Troutbeck, and quite two 
miles from any part of Ambleside township. The earliest 
mention of it he is acquainted with is in 1613, when 

John Bell's Bauner " was on the line of the boundary 
of Windermere, " rydden " by Christopher Philipson, 
Esquire, for Sir Henry Savill, chief steward for the 
Richmond fee. Now " bannering " is a Shropshire word 
for boundary riding, J and I presume " bauner " here is 
simply a corrupt or old form of bounder or boundary. 

John Bell's Bauner " may therefore commemorate an 
earlier riding (for he had been at Ambleside since 1585) 
in which he may have taken the lead—a not unlikely role 
to be undertaken by the spirited road-paving curate. 
Until some occurrence of the name earlier than his 

* Let him live well, let him prevail for a long time, let him be ever strong. 
t Halliwell, Dictionary of Archaic and Provincial Words. 

L 
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time is noted, I think this derivation should not be 
discarded.* 

There are three lists of curates, one containing the 
names down to Richard Wright (nominated 1682), and 
the other two down to Thomas Knott, and in his hand-
writing. The earlier one commences with " Bel," but 
Knott's two lists are as follows, commencing wrongly with 
Mason, who was buried 1647 :—± 

Curates of 
Ambleside 

Mason 
Bell 
Turner 
Pearson 
Twhaits (Thwaites 
Wright 
Fleming 
Knott 

Of the other curates or ministers who used the volume, 
all except Mayson (or Mason) and Thwaites have 
inscribed their names, sometimes with a word or two 
of other matter. These inscriptions being short may be 
recorded :— 

From me in every age more & commandments of honesty 
are ornaments of vertue T Turner 

J Pearson Minister of Ambl 

29 of March Anno Dōi 1682 officīū Diaconi suscepit Ri : 
Wright 

Richard Wright March ye 29 82 

Rogerus ffleming 

Tho : Knott Minister gg 

There are a few other marginal notes of small interest, 
such as memoranda of missing pages (now restored). The 

* Our Editor called my attention to the coincidence of the name. 
t See Miss Armitt's paper. In the first list the name is spelled " Mayrson." 

 
 
 
tcwaas_002_1907_vol7_0019



THE AMBLESIDE " CURATES' " BIBLE. 	147 

name of one Richard Jackson of Swindale in Shap 
(" incola ") is written opposite chap. xii. of the " Wisdom 
of Solomon," but the writing looks too early to be any 
clue to the owners after Knott's time.* 

A word or two about the Bible itself. It is a big folio, 
measuring 18 inches long by 12 inches wide. The binding 
is the original wood, covered with leather (rebacked), but 
with brass plate and bosses. The clasps themselves are 
gone. 

In its present condition it is quite complete, but when 
it was in Mr. Dore's collection the preface was wanting, 
but this was added from another defective copy of the 
same edition. In several parts of the book (I, Sam. xiii. ; 
1, Kings, xxii.; and at the end of Kings i. and beginning 
of Kings ii.) certain missing pages have also been inserted, 
but I rather think this was done at an earlier period. The 
tears and defects throughout have been the subject of 
careful repair. 

There are two title-pages as described on pp. 326-7 of 
Mr. Dore's Old Bibles (1888), the first title being C. Boel's 
fine copperplate of Moses and Aaron, and the lettering 
containing the words "Appointed to be read in Churches," 
which only meant that the lessons were to be read from 
this version in service ; while the " Great " Bible was still 
used for the Sacrament of the Altar until 1662. The 
title-page of the New Testament pourtraying the Twelve 
Apostles and Twelve Tribes was also used for both Old 
and New Testaments in the succeeding folio editions of 
1613, 1617, 1634, and 1640. 

* The notes will be found in the following places :- 
Bell—Esther, x ; Job, xlii; Proverbs, last page ; Amos, i ; Malachi, last page ; 

Judith, i ; Bel and the Dragon ; i, Maccabees, i, v, xii ; 2, Maccabees, viii; 
Gospel of St. John, last page ; Acts, xxiv ; Ephesians, end of. 

Turner-2, Kings, x. 
Pearson—St. Matthew, i. 
Wright—Isaiah, i ; Wisdom of Solomon, end. 
Fleming—Ecclesiasticus, xxxix. 
Knott—Esther, iii ; Psalms, i. 
Various—i, Samuel, xiii ; s, Kings, xxii ; Psalms, ii, xiii, xiv, cxi ; Acts, vii ; 

Wisdom of Solomon, xii. 
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The preface is in Roman type, but the text itself, except. 
chapter headings, marginal references, and alternate 
readings, is in black letter... 

As to the date and how the. Bible left Ambleside we 
have no information. As there are no marginal notes 
later than Knott (1699-1744),  it may, I think, be fairly 
presumed that it was not in use after his time by the. 
incumbents ; and as Knott only put in one date, and that 
the year of his appointment, I feel rather inclined to. 
think he got rid of it. It is to be noticed that the name 
" Ambleside is purposely deleted three times in the 
earlier part of the book but where it has been for the 200 
years or so that have elapsed since its disuse, we have no 
means of ascertaining. 

I may mention that it has been accepted by the vicar 
and wardens, who undertake that if at any time it should 
be considered advisable to part with it, it shall be offered 
as a free gift to the library of the Dean and Chapter of 
Carlisle. 
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JEWELLERY ON THE WHARTON MONUMENT (i sizE). 
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