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ART. V.—The Parish of Hayton. By T. H. B. GRAHAM. 

Communicated at Kendal, July 11th, 1907. 

THE antiquary who attempts to investigate the history 
of a border parish three centuries ago finds little to 

reward his research. There are, as a rule, no parish 
registers of that period extant, and the manorial records, 
if any, are of such a bald nature that it requires consider-
able ingenuity and some power of imagination to weave 
them into a connected form. This dearth of material is 
not surprising when it is remembered how sparsely 
populated was the district in question ; how little culti-
vated, except in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
villages ; how its inhabitants lived from hand to mouth, 
and in continual apprehension that their cattle would be 
driven off the commons, their crops destroyed, and their 
homesteads burnt on a sudden foray of moss-troopers 
from the debateable land, or a more organised raid from 
the adjoining kingdom of Scotland. Here and there are 
documents in private hands which may afford instructive 
information, but their possessors frequently do not recog-
nise and appreciate the value of their contents, and they 
remain, for practical purposes, a sealed book. Yet there 
exists a mass of State papers, relating principally to 
matters of public policy, but throwing incidentally gleams 
of light upon the obscurity of local history. I will pro-
ceed to cite several such papers, which give an insight 
into the internal economy of Hayton parish. 

In the month of October, 1552, Lord Wharton, when 
deputy warden-general of the West Marches, drew up a 
series of regulations for the protection of that part of the 
border. The rivers afforded a natural line of defence, but 
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56 	 THE PARISH OF HAYTON. 

there were many points in their course which were easily 
fordable on the darkest night, and those points required 
to be carefully guarded by watchers, " with setters, 
searchers, and overseers, according to the ancient custom 
of the Marches." Hayton parish was bounded on the 
north by the rivers Irthing and Gelt, but its parishioners 
were immediately liable for the safety of the latter stream 
only. 

From the foot of Irding to the foot of Gelt four several watches,. 
and four men in every watch, Over Crosby, the Wall (Old Wall), 
Lyversdale, and Irdinton, to keep these watches nightly at most 
doubtful and needful places; the bailiffs and constables to appoint 
searchers for these watches. Overseer thereof, Thomas Blenner-
hasset, the King's highnesses servant. 

The foot of Gelt unto Castlecarrick, three several watches and 
four men in every watch ; to be watched by Fenton and Hayton, 
and the searchers nightly  to be appointed by the land serjeant, the 
bailiffs, and constables there. 

Near the western boundary of Hayton parish flowed 
the broad river Eden, and there certain parishioners, who 
were tenants of the small lordship known as Little Corby, 
were to assist the men of Brigend to watch Warwick 
Bridge and the ford beneath the bridge, and two searchers 
were to be appointed every night by the bailiffs and 
constables to set and search the same watch. 

All these watches were to be posted from October ist 
to. March i6th in every year, and to continue from " day-
going until the day be light," when they were relieved by 
a day watch if occasion so required. 

Lord Wharton's regulations were based upon ancient 
custom, and made in pursuance of an agreement between 
the wardens and others, concluded at Newcastle in the 
previous month (September 12th and i3th, 6 Edward VI.), 
which provided inter alia that every man was bound on 
pain of death to rise and follow the fray upon blowing of 
horn, shout, or outcry, and no English subject was even 
to speak to a Scotchman without the licence . of the 
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THEE PARISH OF HAYTON. 57 

deputy warden-general.* No wonder the Cumbrians are 
so taciturn. !. 

The obligation to furnish twelve men week in and week 
out for night duty, to say, nothing of day watchmen and 
town watchmen, must have pressed heavily on a small 
community like that of Hayton, and (although it applied 
only to the dead season of the year) must have interfered 
somewhat with agriculture ; but it must be remembered 
that without these precautions all attempts at land culti-
vation were labour lost. And so every night the little 
contingent of Hayton men turned out with their spears, 
and remained crouched on the river bank in black dark-
ness or pouring rain, little pleased with their thankless 
task, and sometimes, it may be, in league with their 
kinsmen from the debateable land whom they were sworn 
to keep at bay. 

One winter's morning in Queen Elizabeth's reign a 
general muster was called of all the able-bodied tenants 
in the Eskdale ward of the county, and among them came 
the men of Hayton. Their names have a familiar sound, 
and one can almost fancy he sees them as they arrive— 
some on horseback, others on foot—fall into line, and 
answer to their names as they are called by the bailiff, 
who holds in his hand the muster roll and reads, or makes 
believe to read it, though he knows his men as a shepherd 
does his sheep. They form a motley array, but they 
are the same who followed Leonard Dacre when he 
encountered the royal troops at Gelt Bridge on the con-
fines of Hayton parish, and of whom Lord Hunsdon wrote 
to the Queen :—" They gave the proudest charge upon 
my shot that ever I saw." t 

Here is the muster roll. It is dated February gth, 
1581 :— 

* Bishop Nicolson's Leges Marchiarum, p. 143 et seq. (of copy in Lincoln's 
Inn Library). 

t State Papers, Dom. Add. Eliz., 157o, vol. xvii. 
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Eshdall warde.—Musters their taken by George Salkelde, Thomas 
Carleton, and Richard Warwicke . equiers, the ixth day of 
Februrarie, anno regni Elizabeth regine xxiijmo, wherein is sett 
downe everie man is furnyshede at his daye.* 

Haton Parishinge.—Thomas Knight balif, f Richard Jackson, 
William Jackson, Robert Dixson, Thomas Jackson, John Raylton, 
Robert Moises, John Dixson, James Tinlinge, John Newton, John 
Browne, jacks, steel caps, and spears. 

Lancelote Moises, Hennie Railton, Hennie Railton elder, Thomas 
Noble, Robert Moises, Thomas Grame, Richard Elwould, Thomas 
Moises, steel coats4 caps, and spears. 

Robert Browne, John Westgarthe, John Gille, Hennie Hudles, 
Richard Simson, Christofer Moises, John Raylton, John Railton 
elder, Thomas Gille, Thomas Grame younger, Jefferye Elwoulde, 
Thomas Halle, Barnarde Moises, caps and spears. 

Christofer Dixson, William Dixson, spears. 
John Robinson, James Elwould, caps and bows. 
John Watson, Thomas Myses, spears. 
Richard Stableton, cap and spear. 
Michaell Moyses, William Wilson, lances. 
Christofer Moyses, spear. 
Philip Moyses, Richard Moises, George Moyses, John Ellison, 

Thomas Raylton, William Gill, Robert Moises, Christofer Knighte, 
lances. 

John Knight, cap and lance. 
James Milbourne, spear. 
Thomas Milbourne, Richard Maughan, John Hall elder, John Hall 

younger, Michaell Knight, Robert Maxwell, John Milbourne, John 
Moises, George Moises, Robert Moises, Sander Dowson, Thomas 
Noble, lances. 

Richard Grame, spear and cap. 
John Robleye younger, John Harknes, Anthoney Grame, John 

Robley, Thomas Dowson, Edward Hall, John Hall, lances. 

Seventy-two men all told, a very good muster consider-
ing that they are drawn only from the Hayton and Fenton 
townships of the parish. It is remarkable that no less 
than sixteen of the number bear the name of Moyses, the 
same perhaps that appears as Moses a century later ; but 

• Bain's Border Paters, vol. i., p. 39. 
f For several generations a member of the same family was bailiff of Hayton. 
t The steel coat was probably heavier armour than the jack. 
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so rapidly did this surname die out that natural causes 
hardly account for its disappearance. Possibly the plague 
may have helped to sweep away some of the old families 
of statesmen. 

The men of Talkin township number only nineteen, 
and ten of them are Milbournes or Milburns. They are 
formed up in a separate squad with the inhabitants of 
" Brampton Parishinge," because Talkin, though sub-
sequently included in Hayton, is at the period in question 
deemed to form part of Brampton parish. A few other 
Hayton men who reside at Little Corby are grouped with 
the inhabitants of " Mikle Corbye and the Bridgend " 
(Great Corby and Warwick Bridge), because they are 
tenants of George Salkeld of Corby Castle.* 

But where are the bowmen ? Eleven years ago 
Leonard Dacre's armed men consisted for the most part 
of archers, but they had been cut to pieces by the royal 
cavalry in the unfortunate encounter at Gelt Bridge, 
where they lost many hundreds of men and also the Dacre 
standard, emblazoned with a red bull. Now Hayton can 
only furnish two marksmen, John Robinson and James 
Elwould ; and Talkin likewise two, William Hevesyde 
and Ritchie Milborne. Skill in the use of the bow is 
dying out, not because firearms are coming into fashion, 
for the whole muster can only produce a single gun. 

Two years later (April 25th, 1583) Lord Scrope, the 
lord warden, called a muster of light horsemen, mounted 
on small horses and armed with jacks, steel caps, swords, 
and spears.+ The land serjeant reported that though 
Gilsland, here expressly stated to belong to " my lord 

* The townships of Great Corby and Warwick Bridge in Wetheral parish are 
no longer a part of Eskdale Ward, having been transferred to Cumberland 
Ward in 1833 (Whellan's History of Cumberland, p. 625). Little Corby was 
separated from the old parish of Hayton, and included in the new ecclesiastical 
district of Holme Eden, by order in Council dated 18th October, 1845 (Ibid, 
p. 196). 

t State Papers, Dom. Add. Elizabeth, 157o, vol. xvii. 
# Bain's Border Papers, vol. i., p. 98. 
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William Hawarde," had in the late Lord William Dacre's 
time been liable to furnish one hundred such horsemen, 
it could then only produce forty—the deficiency being 
caused by Leonard Dacre's rebellion, and the continual 
spoils of the Liddelsdale Scotchmen but Lord Scrope 
advised that the tenants should enter into bonds, return-
able to the Exchequer, that they would forthwith supply 
the full complement, because they had been very honour-
ably dealt with by their new landlord, Lord William 
Howard,*  and such bonds were accordingly taken. 

That formed the nucleus of the local cavalry force, and 
was the minimum required to be mobilised by Gilsland, 
though it is probable that on emergency a larger body of 
horsemen would voluntarily offer themselves for service. 
What, by the way, does the term " GiLsland " convey to 
the mind of the modern reader ?—a wayside station on 
the North-Eastern Railway, and a spa famous for its 
sulphur spring and much frequented by visitors from New-
castle. That particular locality is only so named because 
it is the first inhabited village as one enters the barony 
from the east. In Henry I.'s reign, the name Gilsland 
embraced all the wild track of moorland which had been 
claimed by the chieftain Gilles, son of Beuth of Bueth-
castle,± and later the wide domain (including Hayton) of 
which the noble families of de Vaux,. de Multon, Dacre, 
and Howard were successively overlords. + 

In connection with the subject of local surnames, I 
should like to call attention to a letter written in 1583 by 
Thomas Musgrave§ to Lord Burghley, high treasurer 
during Queen Elizabeth's reign, II for it tends to show that 

* Lord William was not yet come of age, having been born December i9th, 
1563. 

t See these Transactions, N.S., ii., p. 243. 
I Its extent varied from time to time. A quaint account of its boundary is 

given by Nicolson and Burn in their history of the county, but the authors do 
not state its date and source. Compare the description given by the land 
serjeant in 1597 (see page 63). 

§ Probably Thomas Musgrave, captain of Bewcastle. 
II Bain's Border Papers, vol. i., p. 120. 
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many of the names now widely diffused throughout the 
county were then for the most part borne by individuals 
who clung together in clans, and occupied distinct settle-
ments dotted along the streams which intersected the 
bleak border lands. The account which it gives us is so 
interesting that I will venture to quote a short passage 
from it, though I know that its quaint diction and phonetic 
spelling is abhorrent to the educated reader, and gall and 
wormwood to the intelligent printer :-- 

Maye it please therefore your lordship to understand that the ryver 
called Lyddall is a fayre ryver, and hath her course downe Lyddis-
dall, soe as the dale hath the name of the ryver. The ryver is all 
Scottishe untill it corne to Kyrsopp foote, planted with Ellotes untill 
it come neare Wheatoughe towre, then the Armestronges inhabit it 
on bothe sydes untill it come to Kyrsopp foote, where it takes the 
dyvysion of the realmes from Kyrsopp. Then the Armestronges 
have the one syde and the English Fosters the other syde, so it 
desendes by the Harlowe on the one syde and the Haythawyt on the 
other, and runeth into the ryver called Eske. Kyrsopp is a smale 
becke, and desendes from the wast grounde called Kyrsope heade. 
It devydes the realmes from the meare dyke untill it meat with 
Lyddall, and is from the head unto the foote without habitacion, 
and at the foote of it is the fortes. 

Black Leven water is a littell Brooke, and so is Whyt Leven* the 
lyke, and are not in anie place a rnyle and a halfe dystant one from 
an other, and are inhabyted with the Nixons untill it come to a 
place called the Black dobs, and then the Rutligis f dwell on bothe 
the sydes of it untill it come to a place called the Lukkins of Leven. 
Then it desendes Sowpert,+ wheare the Taylors have it. Then it 
desendes the boundes of Sopert, and is inhabyted with Graymes 
called the Graymes of Leven, and runneth into the ryver of Eske at 
Gorthe Story's howse, called the Lard. Eske is a fayre ryver, and 
cometh throughe Esdall, and is Scottishe, inhabyted with Battesons 

* The Black and White Line. The township which lies between them is 
still called " Nixon's." 

i The Routledges are described in the same document as being "every man's 
prey." Some others of the same clan lived close by, "at a place called the 
Bale," which I take to mean Bailey, one of the four townships of Bewcastle 
parish. It is traversed by the Bailey Water, which has a tributary known as 
" Routledge Burn." 

+ Solport is a township forming part of Stapleton parish, and contains an 
interesting border stronghold called Shank Castle. 
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of Esdele, untill it come neare a place called the Langhalme Castill, 
and meateth with the water called Use (which waters and dales are 
bothe my Lorde Maxwell's) untill it come to Canonby Kyrke, and 
then the Armestronges and Scottishe Graymes have it, untill it 
meete the ryver of Lydall at the Mote Skore, where Fargus Grayme 
his howse standes. Then it taketh the devysyon of the realmes 
untill it come to a place called Morton rigge, where Will of Kinmont* 
dwelleth. Then there is a mere dyke that goeth to a ryver called 
Sarke. Then is Eske Englishe on bothe sydes, and Sarke ryver 
devydes, and there are Graymes on both sydes, the one English, 
the other Scottishe, untill it come to Gretnay, where it meteth Eske, 
and both run to Bownus and soe take the sea. 

" Hethersgill in Solport "l was the head-quarters of the 
Hethertons or Hetheringtons, who inhabited the district 
almost to Carlisle, and the hamlet no doubt derives its 
name from the family. When the Liddelsdale Scotchmen 
raided the English border villages they were frequently 
aided and abetted by the above-named clans of " riders," 
who were English or Scotch just as served their purpose, 
and were in the habit of penetrating ten or twelve miles 
into the county, and being back in their homes before 
daylight. They were, in fact, a terror to North Cumber-
land. The Armstrongs of Liddelsdale are described as 
" for ever riding," and the Grahams of Esk and Leven 
could raise five hundred men.r.  

The reference to forts at Kershope foot in the above 
account is explained elsewhere :— 

If the soldiers had not been at Kershope foot, the Scotsmen would 
there have builded their shiels (huts) this last summer, and come 
further into Gilsland to its desolation.§ 

The Esk at that period flowed into the sea at Bowness, 
so that many miles of low-lying marsh have been eaten 

* The notorious William Armstrong, alias " Kinmont Willie." 
t Hethersgill is a township of Kirklinton parish. 
+ Bain's Border Papers, 1592, vol. i., pp. 391, 394. 
§ Lord Scrope to Lord Walsingham, October 3oth, 1583 (Bain's Border Paters, 

vol. i., No. 182). 
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away in the interval by the action of the Solway tides. 
A deep water channel still extends from Gretna to Bow-
ness, as will be seen on reference to the Ordnance 
Survey. 

I am afraid I have digressed from my immediate sub-
ject, but I have found it necessary in order to give an 
idea of what life at Hayton was in the olden time. 

From this time forward strenuous and systematic steps 
were taken by the Government to break up these clans of 
moss-troopers—Armstrongs, Fosters, Grahams, Hether-
ingtons, Nixons, Routledges, and Taylors—who had long 
held undisturbed possession of the borders, and it was at 
this period, if I mistake not, that their members began 
to withdraw into Cumberland and to settle down quietly 
as tenants of the adjacent manors, and their names have 
quite supplanted those of many old families. 

Thomas Carleton of Carleton was land serjeant in 1597, 
and has left the following interesting account of the 
surrounding district :—* 

In the barony of Gilsland there be fifteen several manors and 
fifteen several bailiffs, all under the command of the land serjeant 
of Gilsland, as principal officer and marshall-steward, viz.:— 

I. Croglyn—Robert Grayme. 
2. Cumrew—John Dixson. 
3. Castelcarrock—Stephen Hodson. 
4. Aynstaplyth (Ainstable)- 
5. Cumerhotton (Cumwhitton)—Frauncis Skaffe. 
6. Hayton—Anthonie Knight. 
7. Brampton—Lancellott Carleton. 
8. Talkyn—William Milborne. 
9. Farleham—George Bell. 

io. Neder Denton—Anthonie Carleton. 
II. Over Denton—Edward Tweddall. 
12. Irdington—Christopher Blennerhasset. 
13. Walton Wood—William Bell. 
14. Treddermayne (Triermain)—Clementt Hetherington. 
15. Askerton—Richard Grayme of Brakenhill. 

* Bain's Border Paters, vol. ii., p. 445. 
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Besides many others, which have been at the command of the. 
land serjeant of Gilsland, and now taken from the obedience by the 
landlords, as Lanercost, Corkbye (Corby), and divers others. There 
should be 500 men in these to serve her majesty, but there are not 
fifteen able horsemen at this day. Within this four years past, the 
barony of Gilsland was equal to the best part of the borders in 
wealth and quietness and sense. I dare be bold to speak it, that 
£io,000 will not well and sufficiently repair the decay and losses of 
the said country, her majesty's tenants and subjects, by fire, sword, 
spoil, and oppression of the Scot and enemy, beside the great 
dearth and famine, wherewith the country hath been punished 
extremely this three hard years by past, and now, last of all, the 
plague of sickness lately fallen amongst them. In the same barony 
there be fifteen several parishes and parish churches. The circuit 
of the whole barony is about four score miles. 

On September 5th, 1598, John Musgrave, the newly 
appointed land serjeant,* attempted to muster the tenants 
of the barony at Brampton, but his voice was that of one 
crying in the wilderness, and very few answered his 
summons. His comments reveal a most extraordinary 
state of things. The barony was nominally in the hands 
of the Crown, but in fact it was completely dominated by 
the Scotch, and anarchy prevailed. • The whole district 
had been devastated by fire and sword. The men of 
Hayton were not called up " for the infection "—because 
the plague, which had for years been raging in Northum-
berland and the south of Scotland, had now attacked the 
parish, and "the Scots' spoils there were £600 and above." 
Cumwhitton and Cumrew were "all spoiled by the Scots." 
Castlecarrock was "likewise spoiled, and none appeared." 
Talkin was " spoiled," and Laversdale was " spoiled and 
burned by the Scots, and none appeared." At Askerton 
all the tenants were " heryed and gone." Against the 
names of other localities is placed a note " never one 
horse " or " all wayste," and in the whole muster there 
were not five horses worth £5  apiece. The land serjeant 

* One of the Musgraves of Edenhall. 
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proceeds to relate how the Can etons had contrived to 
obtain possession of all the Queen's houses of strength in 
Gilsland, and had placed divers Scotch in them. For 
instance, Thomas Carleton had Askerton and Triermain 
Castles and Farlam Hall, with their respective demesne 
lands ; while Lancelot Carleton held Naworth Castle, 
Brampton Foot Hall, Brampton and Brigwood Parks, the 
Tarn House, and Netherton house and mill, beside divers 
parcels of poor men's ground which he had laid to them. 
The report furnishes a graphic picture of the abject state 
of misery to which the inhabitants of this district had 
been reduced by war and pestilence.* It also appears to 
explain the import of a somewhat earlier paper relating 
to Hayton parish. The latter is dated June 4th, 1596,. 
and is entitled " Note of lands in the baronies of Burgh 
and Gilsland, late the possessions of Leonard Dacre 
attainted, whereof the Graimes are tenants " :—t 

BARONIA DE GILLESLAND. MANOR OF HAYTON. 

Edward Graime holds at the lord's will after the custom there ç 
acres arable and 2 of waste paying 9s  3d. 

Richard Graime similiter 2 acr. arable and meadow paying 3s 5d. 
Anthony Graime similiter 2 acr. arable paying 2s 5d. 
Edrus Graime similiter i acr. arable and waste paying 8d. 

MANOR OF FENTON. + 

Thomas Graime similiter 2 acr. paying 4s  id. 

And so on with respect to the other manors. 
The said tenants hold the several lands and tenements aforesaid by 
a customary estate, which they call and claim to be tenant-right. 

It is endorsed by Lord Burghley—" Greams the Queens., 
tenantes." 

* Bain's Border Papers, vol. ii. p. 557. 
t Ibidem, vol. ii., p. 133. 

An insignificant manor probably co-extensive with the township of the same 
name, for the ancient township frequently developed into a mediæval manor. 
It is not mentioned by Thomas Carleton in the foregoing list, but from the 
inquisition of the 31st Elizabeth it appears that the lord's rents amounted to• 

3 5s. 3d., and the land serjeant's fee to is. It probably became merged in the 
manor of Hayton. 

F 
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Now who were these Grahams, and why was it neces-
sary to compile a list of their names and holdings ? They 
are not the old Grahams of Hayton, though some of them 
bear the same names as those who attended the muster of 
tenants held fifteen years previously. They are new 
corners, and there can be little doubt that they are the 
"divers Scotch" of whom John Musgrave complained. 

The Grahams had grown to be the most arrogant and 
aggressive of all the border clans, as appears from the 
following account of their " misdemeanors." It resembles 
a page of romance.* 

They had attempted to murder John Musgrave, the 
land serjeant, at Brampton, a market town and the safest 
place there, by discharging above thirty " dagges± and 
gunnes " at him and his company, and had tried to burn 
him in his house. While the assizes were being held at 
Carlisle, they had broken into the gaol and rescued one 
of their number—John Grayme, alias " Jock of the Pear-
tree." They had kidnapped the son of Mr. Salkeld of 
Corby Castle, a boy of eight, and so obtained the release 
of Watte Grayme, a member of their clan. They had 
burned down Hutchin Hetherington's house, and when 
he came out they had cut him in pieces. They levied 
blackmail. They threatened and assaulted all followers 
of "hue and cry," and murdered those who gave evidence 
against them. Even the sheriff could not serve process 
among them. They defied the lord warden of the 
Marches to his face, and told hire that he had nothing to 
to with them. " The robbery of Hayton and other 
neighbouring villages was done or procured by their clan 
s guides to the Scots," and more than sixty Grahams 

had been outlawed for murder and other offences, as the 
records of the Sessions proved. 

* Bain's Border Paters, September r5th, i600, vol. ii., p. 686. 
t The dag was a pistol used, like the dagger, at close quarters (Johnson's 

.D . tionary). 
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The account proceeds as follows :- 
They daily draw nearer into the country, making the Queen's sub-
jects weary of life, by night spoils. Thereby men of good service 
as the Storys,* Taylors, and many more are banished, and Scots 
and other bad people are placed as tenants, and share the spoils of 
the country. They are beginning with the Queen's Gilsland tenants, 
as appears by the decay of her revenues there. 

The Grahams were cordially detested by Lord Scrope, 
who complained to the Privy Council of " their awful-
ness," and advised severe and sharp handling " to those 
caterpillars."t They were hand in glove with the Carletons, 
and through their assistance had been seeking to obtain a 
footing in the barony of Gilsland by becoming tenants of 
small holdings there, and so, in order to mark them down, 
the above quoted list of June 4th, 1596, was made, and at 
the same time a very complete pedigree  was compiled 
showing how they were all (contrary to the generally 
accepted account) descended from a certain William 
Grame, alias " Longe Will," who was banished from 
Scotland about eighty years previously, and had settled 
with his eight sons on the banks of the river Esk, where 
the Storys had formerly dwelt. The Grahams who 
inhabited the banks of the Leven and Sark were of a 
different and probably older local stock, but in course of 
time had so intermarried with those of the Esk as to he 
indistinguishable from them. 

But all this time what has become of Lord William 
Howard, who, by virtue of his marriage with Lady 
Elizabeth Dacre, was undoubtedly the rightful owner of 
Gilsland ? The barony had originally been forfeited to 
the Crown upon the attainder of Leonard Dacre (that 
lady's uncle) for high treason, and Queen Elizabeth had 
never from that day forward allowed Lord William 

* For an account of how the Grahams of the Esk first became possessed of 
the Story's lands there, see Bain's Border Papers, vol. i., p. 124. 

t July 31st, 1596, Bain's Border Paters, vol. ii. 
" The Catalog of the Greames," 1596, Ibid, vol. ii., appendix. 
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Howard to take actual possession of the land, but at last 
she reluctantly allowed him to do so on his paying the 
exorbitant fine of £io,000. That was in 16oi, so that it 
was not until the very close of the Queen's reign that 
Lord William came to reside at Naworth, " a fair castle 
in very great decay," * and became de facto lord of the 
manor of Hayton. 

There ensued a controversy between the lord and 
tenants of the manor, which I hope is not too technical 
for the general reader to follow. 

The statesmen of Hayton, like those of other border 
manors, had. always held their lands on condition of 
performing military service against the Scots ; but when 
the two kingdoms were united, King James I. conceived 
a design of raising money by seizing upon all customary 
freehold property in the crown manors of Cumberland on 
the pretext that military service was no longer necessary, 
and consequently the estates of tenants, formerly liable to 
it, had come to an end. 

So in order to obtain the chestnuts (and very hot 
chestnuts they were !), he made a catspaw of the lords of 
manors where " tenant right " was claimed, and ordered 
them by proclamation to resume possession of all custo-
mary freehold land, and to regrant the same on lease at 
an improved rent. In 16ro the customary freeholders of 
Hayton and the other manors were required to sign the 
following petition to Lord William Howard :— 

May it please your honour, we whose names are under written are 
content freely to yield and give over all challenge of tenant right, 
beseeching your honour to be so good as to let us have our tene-
ments by lease for such number of years as our heirs shall have no 
cause to say that we are unnatural parents. And, in so doing, we 
are content that your honour shall enhance our rents at your 
honour's pleasure, according to equity and the goodness of our said 
tenements. 

' Inquisition 31 Elizabeth. 
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This was certainly an illegal proceeding. 	It must, 
however, be observed that Lord William Howard was not 
influenced by any motive of private greed, but was merely 
acting in obedience to the royal command. Many states-
men of the barony of Gilsland at once acquiesced in this 
arrangement, but others stood out, and in the months of 
March, April, and May, 1611 (g James I.), assembled to 
the number of two hundred, " most of them weaprmed," 
at Gelt Bridge, being " a place where their ancestors had 
in times past fought a battle against the late Queen's 
forces on the part of Leonard Dacre, thereby the rather 
to invite and pursuade them, by the memory thereof, to 
stand upon their pretended custom of tenant right." 
Here they held a series of indignation meetings in an 
open field, the chief instigators being two persons named 
Thomas Salkeld and John Dacre, who were not tenants, 
but representatives of old ruling families. Lord William 
Howard consequently exhibited a complaint in the Star 
Chamber, stating that he had purchased the barony of 
Gilsland from the late Queen Elizabeth, and that his 
tenants claimed customary estates of tenant right for 
doing service on the borders (which claim had, by several 
decrees in chancery, been adjudged void), and that most 
of his tenants were willing to take new estates from the 
complainant, who offered them on reasonable conditions. 
He then proceeded to describe the meetings at Gelt 
Bridge alluded to above. Whereupon the Court of Star 
Chamber ordered Salkeld and Dacre to be committed to 
prison at the Fleet, and to pay a fine of L'Ioo apiece.* 

The explanation of this very severe sentence is that the 
meetings at Gelt Bridge were not isolated examples of 
insubordination, for many similar assemblies had been 
held in other parts of the border. 

But eventually the tenants won the day, for the whole 
matter was referred to the opinion of three judges, and 

* Decree of the Star Chamber, dated April 24th, 14 James I. (1616). 
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they finally decided that the estates of the tenants were 
estates of inheritance descendible from ancestor to heir, 
and so the statesmen of Hayton received back their lands 
to hold to them and their heirs for ever, according to the 
custom of the manor.* 

A list of " disordered persons," made at Carlisle on 
April 3oth, 1618, by commission under the Great Seal,f 
mentions two inhabitants of the parish :- 
Anthony Knight, late of Hayton, outlawed of murder, banished into 
Ireland, and after returned by what warrant we know not. He is a 
vagrant person, and hath no means to live but wandering in the 
country. Randall Milburne, of the How in Hayton, outlawed of 
murder, banished into Ireland, and after returned by what warrant 
we know not. He liveth in a quiet fashion with his neighbours, and 
no fault found with him, nor any way suspected now to be of bad 
behaviour. 

Among those who received capital punishment were 
John Dixson of Hayton (executed) and John Milburn of 
Hillhouse (executed 1618 at Carlisle)." 	Perhaps they 
were no worse than many of their neighbours, but they 
were unfortunate enough to be caught in the toils cf 
" Belted Will's " net. 

Next come certain extracts from Lord William Howard's 
Household books and other documents printed by the 
Surtees Society—an interesting volume, with a good 
index, but for the present purpose disappointing. The 
ancient rents are collected by the bailiff, Christopher 
Knight, and accounted for in a lump sum, so that the 
names of the Hayton statesmen and their places of 
residence are not disclosed. But Lord William's private 
demesne land was leased to farmers, and there are a few 
early references to local homesteads. For example :-
HAYTON.—Received of Leonard Mattyson, for one year's rent of a 

tenement lying at Hedsnook, due at Martinmas 1621, forty 
shillings. 

* Elton, Custom and Tenant Right, p. 33-39. 
j-  State Papers, Dom. games I., xcviii., 6oi. 
$ From a list preserved at Castle Howard, Yorkshire. 
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TALKIN.-Nov. loth. Received of Thomas Milburn, Andrew Hodg-

son, and Henry Hodgson, farmers of Netherton, for one half 

year's rent thereof due at Martinmas rear. (io. 

July 7th. Received of Thomas Vasye, for one year's rent of 

Hill House, due at our Ladye day last 1622, the sum of Z.3 Iss. 

HAYTON AND FENTON.-Received of John Knight, for the half year's 

rent of the Stone House and one other tenement there, due at 

Martinmas 1633.  Z.4.  

My object has been to demonstrate how it is possible 
to elucidate the history of Hayton during the period which 
immediately precedes the commencement of the parish 
register by having recourse to documents which relate to 
the district generally, for the history of Hayton is inti-
mately connected with that of the other manors comprised 
in the great barony of Gilsland. I have thrashed a sheaf 
of musty papers, and when the chaff has been winnowed 
there remains a residuum of grain which inspires little 
hope of a plenteous harvest. But these grains are the 
seed from which, with a little attention, a fresh crop of 
knowledge may some day spring. 
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