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ART. XV.-A Wall Painting formerly in Carlisle Cathedral. 
By E. TOWRY WHYTE, M.A., F.S.A. With Notes 
by THE BISHOP OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS. 

Read at Kendal, July 11th, 1907. 

THE accompanying drawing is a copy of one made by 
the late Mr. Nutter of Carlisle, who made his sketch 

when the fresco was discovered during the restoration of 
Carlisle Cathedral under the late Mr. Ewan Christian, 
the architect to the Ecclesiastical Commission, and which 
fresco was washed off very shortly after being found. My 
copy is a facsimile of Mr. Nutter's drawing, to which, 
unfortunately, there was no scale, nor do I remember for 
certain the position which it occupied. The clouds rays 
and angels' wings were light red, the angels' hair yellow, 
the country a dull green, St. Cuthbert's cloak and cap 
red, his boots and also the animal near them pink, his 
other garments white, his staff and wallet yellow, the 
unicorn white, and the antelope dull red. 

From the scanty remains, I should judge its date to 
have been some time in the fifteenth century. The sub-
ject I imagine was " Jacob's Dream," but the suggestion 
by the Bishop of Barrow is much more probable. I do 
not know what the head in the red cap at the bottom 
has to do with that subject. It may perhaps be a portion 
of a succeeding picture, and the whole fresco may have 
been the life of St. Cuthbert. 

NOTES BY THE BISHOP OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS. 

The drawing now in the possession of Mr. E. Towry 
Whyte appears to be a copy of a fresco referred to in 
List of Buildings having Mural Decorations, by C. E. 
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A WALL PAINTING FORMERLY IN CARLISLE CATHEDRAL. 

Copied by E. Towry Whyte fro .n a drawing by Mr. Nutter. 	TO FACE P. 234. 
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Keyser, published by the Science and Art Department, 
South Kensington Museum. In the edition of 1883, 
under the head " Carlisle Cathedral," p. 56, we find :- 

N.E. pier of central tower; the Death of St. Aidan, as revealed to 
St. Cuthbert while tending his flocks on the distant hills. Society of 
Antiquaries' Proceedings, iii., 86. 

Vol. iii. of the Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries 
extends from April, 1853, to June, 1856. On p. 86 occurs 
the following :— 

Dr. Augustus Guest communicated an account which he had 
received from Mr. C. H. Purday, accompanying a drawing, on a 
reduced scale, of a Fresco discovered in the North East pier of the 
central tower of Carlisle Cathedral. The painting is supposed by 
Dr. Guest to illustrate an incident in the life of St. Cuthbert, as 
related by the Yen. Bede, where he describes the manner in which 
the death of St. Aidan was revealed to the holy man, whilst he was 
tending his flocks upon the distant hills.* 

I have been able to obtain no other information con- 
cerning the fresco in question. No reference to it is made 
in Canon Harcourt's account of the paintings in the back 
of the stalls, though in the series concerning the life of 
St. Cuthbert the same subject is illustrated in a somewhat 
different manner. 

Mr. C. H. Purday was clerk of the works to the 
Ecclesiastical Commission at the time of the restoration 
of the cathedral, 1854-55. 

* The Archeological 5ournal, vol. xvi., P.  374, under the heading " Carlisle 
Cathedral," repeats the explanation of the subject, and says :—" The old work 
was coloured throughout, both wood and stone. Traces of painting were 
discovered everywhere ; in some instances were lines or scroll work, or the 
mouldings tinted, each member having a separate colour. The choir-pillars 
were painted white, and diapered with (Jesus-Maria ?). This was late fifteenth 
century work, perhaps in the time of Prior Gondibour." 
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