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ART. III.—The Church of St. Oswald the King, Warton, 
Lancashire. 	By the Rev. J. K. FLOYER, M.A., 
F.S.A. 

Communicated at Carlisle, April 15th, 1909. 

PART I.—DESCRIPTIVE. 

THE parish church of Warton in Lancashire stands on 
 the lower part of a high crag of mountain limestone, 

the east facing the flat-topped mountain of Ingleborough, 
the south looking over Morecambe Bay, and the north 
giving a view of green undulating country. 

Its site was probably dictated by the near neighbour-
hood of an early stronghold on the hill, which could be 
used for the defence of the first church on this site, the 
country being in early days much subject to raids from 
the Scots and Norsemen. 

Of the first church built here no remains can now be 
seen. It may be assumed that the older church was built, 
or probably rebuilt, in the twelfth century. A decretai 
epistle was sent at this time by Pope Alexander III. to the 
Archbishop of York enjoining a sub-division of parishes.* 
Warton was then in the York diocese, and came within 
the barony of Kendal. A certain William appears as 
chaplain to William of Lancaster, baron of Kendal, in 
local charters of this time, and William, chaplain of 
Warton, witnessed one dated 1156-116o.± 

It may be that this is some indication that William of 
Lancaster provided a settled parson at Warton, and, if 
so, it is not unlikely that he built or rebuilt the church. 
The only remnant in stone, however, which may be attri- 

* Referred to in Selden's History of Tithes. 
f See charters in Farrer's Lancashire Pipe Rolls, 1902. 
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40 CHURCH OF ST. OSWALD THE KING, WARTON. 

buted to the twelfth century is a large barrel font, and 
even this was so refaced in 1662 that the precise form and 
consequently the date of the original is only conjectural. 

The church as it stands is in plan and substance much 
as it was left in the sixteenth century. The whole out- 
side length is about iio feet, and the mean outside width 
about 55  feet. The tower, a large and lofty one, projects 
at the west end, and the chancel is only represented by a 
short sacrarium projecting eastwards. The dedication of 
the church is undoubtedly to St. Oswald the King ; the 
dedication to the Holy Trinity, by which it is now 
commonly known, has the authority only of the Valor 
Ecclesiasticus of Henry VIII., and has been perpetuated 
by diocesan registrars in defiance of local tradition. 

The church is built of rubble, partly of local limestone, 
partly of a freestone, tinged with oxide of iron, from a 
now disused quarry under the sand on the sea shore. 
Neither of these stones is well adapted for sculpture, and 
the ease with which such materials could be procured in 
the neighbourhood, which sufficed for all practical building 
purposes, led perhaps to the disregard of more ornamental 
styles of architecture. It has passed through successive 
restorations carried out without much regard to eccle-
siological features, and is covered with roughcast, which 
prevents the changes in the masonry being seen ; and, 
again, skilled craftsmen from other places seem to have 
been employed very little in these outlying districts of the 
north country in church building, and the mouldings are 
of so extremely simple a form as to suggest that the work 
was done by local masons. 

The oldest part of the building now remaining is of the 
Decorated period, and consists of about two-thirds of the 
south wall. This wall is somewhat thicker at the bottom 
than the top, and has set in it two two-light windows and 
a door which have all the appearance of being in their 
original position, and are of this period. 

The door in the same south wall belongs to the Deco- 
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CHURCH OF ST. OSWALD THE KING, WARTON. 43 

rated period. The jamb moulding is of this section (Fig. z), 
and the arch, which is two-centred, though somewhat 
depressed, has a good hood moulding over it. 

FIG. I. 

In the early part of the fourteenth century, the Warton 
portion of the Kendal barony came into the hands suc-
cessively of two brothers of the name of Thweng, both in 
priest's orders, and both rectors of Warton. To one of 
these, probably Robert, who came into the estate in 1341, 
may be attributed the building of the old Parsonage Court 
or rectory, the remains of which occupy a picturesque 
position close by the church, and it is probable that the 
rebuilding of the church was by the same member of the 
Thweng family. 

In the plan it will be seen that this south wall stands 
out of line with all the rest of the church, and in the 
fifteenth century the church seems to have been rebuilt 
largely in the form it presents now, with the exception of 
the south wall and north aisle. The middle line of the 
building was then inclined more to the north, possibly to 
secure a truer orientation in the period when symbolism 
influenced the shape of churches more than in the previous 
age. It is difficult to specify the local causes which led to 
this rebuilding. The agricultural prosperity of the neigh-
bourhood, due to the development of the wool industry at 
Kendal, led to the rise of the small landholders such as 
the Croft and the Washington families at Warton, and 
this increased wealth of families showed itself largely in 
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44 CHPRCH OF ST. OSWALD THE KING, WAltTON. 

.additions to the parish churches. The arms of Çrp t 
(fig. 2), described as " bendy-chequey " or " lozengy " 

• 

FIG. 2. 

.(argent and sable), are at present over the north door, but 
in a stone which has the appearance of being older than 
the sixteenth century, and so has probably been removed 
from the older porch of the church, and placed in its. 
present position when the south aisle was built. 

If this be so, it identifies the family of Croft with the 
rebuilding of the whole church, except the south wall, the 
tower, and the north aisle. Of this family James Croft 
was the last in the male line who held much estate in 
Warton, and he contracted in 1435  to marry his .only 
daughter Alyson to Geoffrey Middleton of Leighton Hall, 
in Yealand (which was then within the ancient parish of 
Warton), having apparently no son.* This fifteenth 
century rebuilding included the founding of a chantry on 
the south-east of the church. The origin of this is lost, 
but the presentation to it was in the hands of the Middle-
tons, which makes it possible that this, too, was founded 
by the Crofts and descended to the Middletons by the above 

* See marriage contract in podsworth's MS., Bib. Bodi., cx1ix.y  p. x49. 
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FIG. 3.-DOOR AND WINDOW OF CHANTRY CHAPEL, FROM THE OUTSIDE. 

FIG. 4.-SEDILIA. 
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CHURCH OF ST. OSWALD THE KING, WARTON. 47 

marriage. This chantry chapel, which was dedicated to 
St. Mary, was originally connected with the nave on the 
north by two extremely depressed arches. This depres-
sion and the width of the bays occasioned so great a 
thrust on the outer wall that in 1848 they were pronounced 
unsafe, the declination being I2 inches in 17 feet,AIE and 
were entirely rebuilt, the apex being raised to a height 
corresponding to that of to the south nave arcades. 

The chapel had a separate entrance at the south-west 
corner (Fig. 3), and seems to have been closed at the west 
by a wooden screen, of which, however, no traces remain. 
On the south side of the chapel are three sedilia (Fig. 4), 
surmounted each by a trefoiled arch, irregular in height, 
with a shallow moulding roughly incised on them. These 

were originally covered by a hood 
mould, which terminated in a finial. 
This now has been chipped away. The 
section of the pillars dividing the sedilia 
is given in Fig. 5. The three windows 
of this chapel possess the ordinary 

FIG. 5. 	characteristics of the late Perpendicular 
period. 

It is well known that these small chantries, served by 
stipendiary priests, were often the origin of the village 
schools, the priest eking out his small stipend by teaching 
boys Latin and the rudiments of grammar. Matthew 
Hutton, sometime Bishop of Durham and Archbishop of 
York, and founder of the school at Warton, was born at 
Priest Hutton in this parish in 1529, and is said by his 
biographer to have been also educated in the parish.± It 
is therefore quite possible that being the son of very poor 
parents, if not actually a foundling, he owed his early 
education to Henry Thornborough, who was chantry 
priest in 1509, or to his successor, William Ireland.' 

* Architect's report in 1848. 
t Hutton Correspondence, Surtees Society, 1843. 
$ See Lancashire Chantries, Chetham Society, 1862. 
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48 CHURCH OF ST. OSWALD THE KING, WARTON. 

Immediately westward of this chantry chapel, and 
closely adjoining to one of the Decorated south wall 
windows, is a small square-headed, two-light, cusped 
window, differing slightly from that in the west wall of 
thé tower, and appearing to be of a slightly earlier date, 
thbugh of the same period. It is difficult to account for 
the presence of this last window, except on the supposition 
that it was made to throw light on an altar subsequently 
erected on the west side of a wooden screen at the west of 
the chantry chapel (Fig. 6.) The sill of this window is of 
the shape of a book-rest, and may have been used for this• 
purpose. 

FIG. 6.-WINDOWS IN THE SOUTH WALL OF THE CHURCH. 

The south arcades consist of four good pointed bays,. 
which were entirely rebuilt in 1848 with new stone, the 
old design being exactly followed. This was necessitated. 
by the fact that the walls were at this point leaning to the 
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CHURCH OF ST. OSWALD THE KING, WARTON. 49 

south 16 inches in a height of 16 feet,* and being made 
of " soft red sandstone " (the red freestone of the district 
is probably meant) they were much split and crushed. 

The present sacrarium of the church and two side 
windows originally formed a more perfect chancel by the 
production of the north wall of the sacrarium westward 
to the tower, this forming the outer wall of the church 
before the north aisle was built (see plan). 

The local historian Lucas,t writing about 1720, gives 
the following description of the remains of a fine rood loft 
then existing :— 

On the cancelli or partition between the quire and the body of the 
church, about three yards from the ground, are fixed curved pieces 
of timber on each side, which have formerly been ceiled with boards, 
and curiously painted, making as it were two semi-arches, the one 
respecting the chancel, and the other the nave of the church, reach-
ing the whole breadth of that part which is between the two rows of 
pillars. Most of the pannels are now broken down, except those 
over the pews just mentioned. In that over Sir George Midleton's 
pew are these Armes, quarterly Midleton, Burton, &c., &c. (other 
arms are mentioned). In the panel over Sir Robert Bindloss's pew 
may yet be discerned the picture of the Virgin Mary and others, 
and below them four persons, one of which is the representation of 
a bishop in his robes, mitre, &c., and the others seem to be in the 
habits of monks kneeling in a devout posture and receiving the 
bishop's blessing. 

Nothing of this remains now but some of the carved 
shields. 

The clerestory consists of five windows on each side 
arranged regularly to be seen from outside, and not corre-
sponding with the arcades on either side of the interior. 
They are filled with tracery of modern design. 

The western tower remains to be noticed. It is very 
large and lofty, and seems to have been built in imitation 
of one of the pele towers, which often formed the nucleus 

* Quoted from an architect's report. 
t Lucas's History of Wanton, which exists in MS. in two volumes, has never 

been printed. This edition was dedicated in 1723. 
E 
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50 CHURCH OF ST. OSWALD THE KING, WARTON. 

of the older churches in this district. Like the rest of 
the church, the tower is covered with roughcast from top 
to bottom. During the removal of some portion of this 
at the last restoration of the church, there was discovered 
over the north spandrel of the west door on the outside a 
coat of arms (Fig. 7), which was identified as that of the 
Washington family, of whom Robert Washington died in 
1483, holding the estate of Tewitfield in the parish.* He 
was a direct ancestor of George Washington, the first 
President of the United States of America.± 

The blazon is two bars and on a chief three mullets, the 
charges being cut into the stone, not left in relief. 	It is 
this coat which is said to have suggested the stars and 
stripes of the American flag. The stone on which the 
arms are cut is in its original position, and was exposed 
to view in 1720. We may presume from its position that 
Robert Washington of Tewitfield was the builder of the 
tower. 

The western door is now blocked with stonework to 
half its height. When it was open, it was used only once 
a year at the annual rushbearing, a ceremony which has 
long since been discontinued here, but still survives, or 
has been revived, at Grasmere. . At Warton it was 
observed on the dedication festival, that is on the Sunday 
nearest to the first of August. (St. Oswald's day was 
August 5th.) It is described by Lucas, the local writer of 
the beginning of the eighteenth century, as follows :— 

They cut hard rushes from the marsh, which they make up into long 
bundles, and then dress them in fine linen, ribbons, silk, flowers 
&c., afterwards the young women takes the burdens upon their 
heads and begins the procession (precedence being always given to 
the churchwardens bundle), which is attended with a great multi-
tude of people, with music, drums, ringing the bells, and all other 

* See Inquisition post mortem in Lancashire Inquisitions. 
t This statement, which has now gained general acceptance, is discussed in 

The Ancestry of Washington, by Henry F. Waters (New England Historical, 
Genealogical Society, Boston, 5889). 
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FIG. 7.-WASHINGTON ARMS, SHOWING THE POSITION OF THE COAT IN 
RELATION TO THE WEST TOWER DOOR. 

FIG. 8.-WINDOWS IN THE NORTH AISLE, SIXTEENTH CENTURY. 
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FIG. 9. 

CHURCH OF ST. OSWALD THE KING, WARTON. 53. 
demonstrations of joy they are able to express. When they arrive 
at the church they go in at the west end . . . and setting down 
their bundles in the church they strip them of their ornaments, 
leaving crowns or garlands placed over the cancelli. Then they 
return to the town and cheerfully partake of a plentiful collation 
provided for that purpose, and spend the rest of the day and evening 
in dancing about a May-pole adorned with greens and flowers, &c., 
or else in some other convenient place. 

Internally the tower is divided from the nave by a 
lofty flattened arch with a plain chamfer. 

Sometime early in the sixteenth century (judging by 
the shape of the windows now in the north wall, Fig. 8), 
the whole of this wall was removed from the tower to the 
rood screen, and the present row of five arcades built, the 
arches having just sufficient point to prevent them from 
being semicircular. 

• These arcades are much loftier, wider, and lighter than 
those on the south side. The pillars are like the latter, 

octagonal, and the capitals of the plainest 
possible description, being plainly cham-
fered off on the lower side, with a groove 
cut round the middle, and an astragal bead 
(Fig. 9). 'l'he windows of this north aisle, 
five in number, are flat-headed, each of 
three lights, the lights being elliptical and 
without cuspings (see Fig. 8). All this 
Tudor work is incised with the same series 
of mason's marks, and were it not for 

these it might be possible to attribute one square pier and 
cap to the Norman period. As it is, it becomes evident 
that in the new work the north aisle was carried further 
eastwards than the western termination of the chancel, 
and the wall broken through laterally into the chancel, 
leaving one square ,pier with square cap and one respond, 
chamfered on the lower side, on either side of where the 
organ now is. This north aisle being the completion of 
the church the history of its architecture ends. 

With regard to the internal fittings, the best of those 
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54 CHURCH OF ST. OSWALD THE KING, WARTON. 

which have survived the terrible purgings which accom-
panied the varied restorations of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries is the font before alluded to. It is a 
plain barrel-shaped bowl, lined with good lead work of an 
ancient pattern, into which is introduced the Tudor rose 
and fleur-de-lis. On this is cast also the initials " R. B.," 
" G. M.," and " N. W.," and the date 1661. The initials 
stand for Robert Bindloss of Borwick Hall, Sir George 
Middleton of Leighton Hall, and Nathaniel West of 
Levens Hall, three.  men who appear to have had some 
interest in the great tithe, and who seem to have con-
tributed to the setting up of the church at the Restoration 
of Charles II. Lucas says in his time the font stood 
nearly where it is now—that is, at the west end of the 
south aisle; but in 1848 it was removed from the wall and 
reset on its present base. Into this are worked three 
stones of the old base. One has a Jacobean pattern ; 
another has a device which may be an allusion to a coat 
of arms—i.e., three chevrons, or chevrony; the third stone 
has the date 1661. 

Lucas, whose history of Warton has been more than 
once alluded to, says that he remembered the altar rails 
being set up in 1699, when the altar was restored to the 
east end, a consequence of the Laudian revival. Some of 
these altar rails are made into a dwarf screen now across 
the entrance to the tower. 

Lucas also says that one of the bells belonging to the 
rood loft was taken down within his remembrance, and 
Baines mentions, in the History of Lancashire, that the 
sanctus bell went to the chapel at Tewitfield. This is 
possibly the same bell. The church was newly seated in 
r634.*  

There was also a tradition in Lucas's time that there 
had been an organ in the church. A barrel organ was, 
however, subsequently procured, of which one barrel still 

* There is no bell at Tewitfield Chapel now. 
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CHURCH OF ST. OSWALD THE KING, WARTON. 55 

remains in. the ringing chamber ; and this was replaced 
by the present one, built by Nicholson of Worcester in 
1847, and afterward rebuilt by Wadhurst. A small label, 
beautifully carved, having the date 1571 on it, and the 
initials " I. B." for James Backhouse, was once in a pew 
in the church. Another such label with 

B 
161z. 

R M. 

was in the pew belonging to Sir Robert Bindloss of Bor-
wick Hall; The coats of arms now inserted in the back 
of the pew claimed by Leighton Hall, alluded to above, 
which have been described more than once by other 
writers, were formerly in Sir George Middleton's pew, and 
originally on the rood screen.4' The brass monument to 
the memory of Sir George, who died on February 24th, 
167/, is still on a pillar above this seat. 	Lucas further 
says that in his time the south aisle under the roof had 
been ceiled and painted like the rood loft, but no figures 
were discernable except the sun and moon in places. 

A new pulpit was introduced in 1712, and the label 
with this date, which was once affixed to it, is now in the 
vestry. In Lucas's time, also, there were several fragments 
of painted glass in the windows, " yet not one figure or 
inscription remains entire." 

The remaining vestiges of antiquity in the furniture and 
fittings were removed in the last restoration of the church, 
completed 1893, when new oak seating was put in, the 
vaults filled up under the church, and the levels of some 
portions of the floor raised. It is now in excellent order, 
admirably adapted for worship, sound and well-kept ; but 
the charm of history, the character, the record of the ebb 
and flow of church life, the examples of skilled handiwork, 
and the romance have in great measure vanished. 

* See W. O. Roper, The Value of Archceology in Legal Matters (Historic 
Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, 1894) ; also J. R. Ford, The Beethanz 
Repository, Appendix D, p. 583 (Kendal, 5906). 
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PART II.—HISTORICAL. 
With regard to the internal history of the church since 

the time of the Reformation, when Edward VI. came to 
the throne in 1547,  the advowson or right of presentation 
was in the hands of Sir Thomas Kirkeby,f one of the 
King's chaplains, but it had been sold to Sir Thomas 
Stringer for £4o, and Stringer was at this time parson or 
rector. + 

But arrangements had already been made by Henry 
VIII., in the last year of his reign, that the rectory should 
be impropriated to his newly-founded College at Wor- 
cester.§ Eighteen pounds a year was to be allowed to 
the vicar for his stipend, £6  13s. 4d. for the curate,• 
£7 15s. to be paid at the court of the tithes, and 7s. id.. 
for proxies, flynage, synodals, &c. The King took in 
exchange for this gift to the College—which included also 
the iirìpropriations of Wimbledon in Surrey, Old Radnor 
in Herefordshire, Dean in Huntingdonshire, Thornton in 
Lonsdale— the manors of Grimley, Hallow, and Wood- 
hall in Worcestershire.H The whole benefice of Warton 
was valued at this time at £74 18s. 2d.,1T so there remained 
to the College a profit of £42 2s. gd., equivalent, perhaps,. 
to about £70o to-day. The exchange was confirmed by 
letters patent in 1547,  which ai e still preserved at Wor-
cester. It was a condition of the exchange that the Dean 
and Chapter should provide a " convenient mansion " for 
the vicar. 

The chantry of St. Mary in Warton Church, which had 
not been included in the list made by the first Commis-
sioners of Edward VI., was dissolved, being of the yearly 

* The early history of the rectory at Warton is in a paper by the present 
writer, printed in the Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire. 

t " Sir " was the ordinary title of a clerical dignitary. 
T. Lancashire Pleadings, 33 Henry VIII., Lancashire Record Society. 
§ Particulars for Grants, Henry VIII., Record Office. 

Deed in Edgar Tower, Worcester, i Edward VI. 
¶ Valor Ecclesiasticus. 
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value of £2 7S. 6d., and was leased to George Otway for 
twenty-one years from Easter, 1545.*  The property of 
this consisted of ten cottages, and at least twenty acres of 
land. Possession, however, of what had been a church 
estate was not so easily obtained. Six of the tenants,. 
among whom were Sylvester Huddlestone, Leonard 
Washington, Alice Tatham, widow, and old residents of 
the naines of Waithman, Mackerell, and Bush, remained 
in their holdings, and the lease remained for a time 
inoperative.t What eventually became of the chantry 
lands does not appear. In all probability they remained 
with the manor in Crown hands, and are not separately 
mentioned. 

Gervase Middleton of Leighton Hall, in the ancient 
parish of Warton, was the lessee of the rectory property, 
including the tithe in 1545,  and appears to have been a 
Roman Catholic ; but a lease was granted on or soon 
after the impropriation by the Dean and Chapter of 
Worcester to Richard Paladay. He was the subject of 
several chancery suits about tithe brought by the Middle-
tons and others, of whom Anthony Hinde of the Hyning 
was one. r. 	new lease was made by the Worcester 
owners in 1572 to John Bradley and Christopher Preston 
for twenty-one years, at a yearly rent of £62 Iis. and 
£7 9s. o/d. for the tenths, and he was also to pay the 
vicar £2o a year for a stipend.§ The total value of the 
rectory had thus risen more than £15 in twenty-five years, 
of which increment the vicar got £2. In this lease a 
reversionary right was reserved to Queen Elizabeth on 
the surrender of the lease. One Miles Briggs farmed the 
Borwick tithes from 1564 onwards. But, though Bradley 
was the subject of several chancery suits on the part of 
the Middletons and others, they do not appear to have 

* Lancashire Chantries, Chetham Society. 
t Chancery Pleadings, 4 Edward VI., No. 3, Duchy of Lancaster. 
$ Calendar of Chancery Pleadings, Duchy of Lancaster. 
§ Worcester muniments. 
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58 CHURCH OF ST. OSWALD THE KING, WARTON. 

related to church property. Queen Elizabeth granted the 
reversionary interest of the rectory to Thomas Winde-
bank, one of the clerks of the signet, and Windebank sold 
it to John Bradley again. In 1593  a new  lease was 
granted by the Dean and Chapter to Thomas Talbot and 
John Osbaldestone for three lives. This did not include 
the Borwick tithes. Of the three vicars who succeeded 
on the impropriation, nothing is recorded but their names 
—Thomas Hansey, 1553 ; Richard Waeson or Weston, 
about 1558 ; and Henry Livesey, 1583. William Oborne 
succeeded in 1589, and for part of his incumbency was 
also vicar of Bolton-le-Sands, which he made his resi-
dence. He died there in 1613, and by his will directed 
that he should be buried in Bolton choir, " under the 
great marble stone there and ... the stonne be rased half 
a yard at the least with free-stonne that men may con-
veniently sitt upon yt." He also leaves to " Mr. Dawson 
my Turnbull upon James, to Mr. Coale my Byble—I owe 
to John Fyne I know not certaynly what, but let my 
noats and Easter and lamb books be perused and then I 
trust ther will be no great ods." 

Anthony Bugge succeeded William Oborne as vicar in 
1613. The first entry in the register is his marriage in 
that year to Alice Knipe, by whom he had at least two 
children, Miles and Robert. He was a scholar, and pos-
sessed a remarkably good library of theology.± He was 
also diligent in his duties, as appears by the following 
petition which was sent to the Dean and Chapter of 
Worcester in 1630 $ :- 
A petition from the inhabitants of Warton to the Dean and Chapter 
showeth That whearas wee have so scanty an annuarie stypend 
allowed from your reverend worships to our church out of so large 
profitts as our parish yeeldes unto you : it being farre to short to 
maintaine a preaching minister and his familie, especially such a one 

* Earwaker's Lancashire and Cheshire Wills, Chetham Society, 1893. 
t Inventory at Somerset House, London. 

Worcester Records. 
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as our present minister, who of long tyme hath and daylie doth take 
extraordinary paynes among us. Wee therefore the parishioners 
considering that the annual pfitts of our parish belonging unto you 
is worth cccc1i or thereabout thinks it our duties now in this fitt 
tyme as wee are informed when the farmers are moueinge your 
worshipps for the renewinge of the lease over us. That your wor-
shipps will please yourselves being all learned divynes to compas-
sionate our devyne your incumbent for the present and us for the 
future That wee may have sufficient allowance to maintaine a 
deseruinge scholler and preaching minister euer hereafter amongst 
us ; for the meanes now allowed is too little for a good reader—
Thus humbly desiring your worshipps conscionable consideration 
herein, &c., &c. 

This was signed by forty persons, of whom nine make 
their mark instead of signing. But it seems to have pro-
duced no effect. 

The rectory was farmed by Thomas Middleton and 
William Pennington on a twenty-one years' lease, dated 
1633, at a rent of £62 'is.* Out of this the Chapter paid 
the old charge of '7 9s. o/d. to the King, which left them 
a nett profit of about -'55 only.± The lessees, on the 
other hand, made £36o above the rent,] out of which 
they were liable for repairs to barns, &c., and for an 
annual payment to the vicar of ß['2o, which appears to 
have been the latter's whole income with the exception of 
surplice and churchyard fees, which, however, can only 
have amounted to a small sum. The tithes of Borwick 
were included in this lease, and had been separately held 
in the older ones. This enormous profit accruing to the 
lessee was most likely owing to the interests of the Dean 
and Chapter being very badly represented. 

The property of the rectory consisted chiefly of the 
tithe, the mode of collecting which was as follows.§ About 

* Parliamentary Survey of 1649. 
t Muniments at Worcester. 
$ The Lancashire Church Survey of 165o says that the whole was worth about 

X275 a year. See Lancashire Church Survey. The Worcester Survey is more 
likely to be correct, and agrees better with the petition of 163o. 

§ The old churchwardens' book at Warton. 
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a week or ten days before midsummer the tithes of wool 
and lambs were thus taken :— 

The parishioners lyeth their fleeces in tens, then taketh up one 
Fleece out of every Pile, and then the tithe-gatherer taketh for the 
tyth one fleece of every pile from amongst the nine that remain. As 
for the residue that falls short of ten 'tis thus paid. If there be five 
fleeces then five pence, or half a fleece is due. If there be six or 
any greater number under, then ten pence, or a whole fleece abating 
only so many half-pennys as they fall short of ten. The tithe lambs 
are taken in kind and in the same manner viz. After the lambs are 
set in tens, the parishioner taketh up one and then the Tythe-
gatherer chooses one out of the nine for his tyth of that company 
and so for the rest, and as for the residue that comes short of ten, 
thus :—one half-penny for each one till five which is a half tythe six 
lambs make a whole tythe, abating one half-penny for each lamb 
that shall fall short of Ten and for the. half tythe when such happens, 
the owner sets a price and the tyther must take or give accordingly. 

In harvest time yearly is collected the tyth of all corn and grain 
in kind growing within the rectory, viz. every tenth stook beginning 
at the place where the plow entered or according to custom, and for 
the residue of the stooks, short of ten, a sheaf for every ten. 

At Michaelmas yearly is collected the tyth of geese viz. the Tyth-
gatherer hath one [torn] having nine to choose from and for each 
under five one half-penny, if the owner have five which is half tyth, 
then the owner sets a price and the tyth-gatherer either gives or 
takes accordingly ; six is [torn] goose to the tyther paying half-
penny [torn] under ten. 

Beside the tithe was a charge of 8d. for every [acre]' on 
a parcel of ground known as "Bardrain" or Barderholme, 
a small green hill between Warton and the road from 
Carnforth to Borwick. The several owners of it paid 
this at Michaelmas, and the whole amounted to 4os. ; but 
ploughed corn was taken in kind, and 8d. for the owner of 
every such acre. 

There was also the Easter book, the dues of which were 
payable on the Monday and Tuesday in Easter week in 
the parish church. The Easter dues were as follows :- 

For every married person i 2d. 	Then for every cow and calf, If 

* This is said to' be the survival of the ancient tithe of men's labour. 
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the calves be under 5 in number 22d. [torn] 2s. six 4s., allowing a 
halfpenny each till ten. [torn] id.—garden id.—hen id.—wax 
Every swarm of bees rd. till five, which is half tyth, six is whole tyth 
abating id. each till ten. For every Plough, id., For every foal id. 
For every single person above 16 years of age fit to Communicate, 
2d. Every housekeeper keeping hens pays the week before Easter 
one pennyworth of eggs or a penny. Tyth was also paid in the 
church at Easter yearly, that is, the tyth of hemp, viz. for ancient 
hemp and also for hay, as stands charged on several [torn] 
(am)ounts and parcels within the parish in a [book ?] for that 
purpose. 

Besides the Easter book there belonged to the rectory 
an ancient ecclesiastical manor, the lands of which were 
scattered over the townships of Warton, Borwick, Priest 
Hutton, and Yealand Redmayne. The tenants of this 
manor, which was distinct from all other manors in the 
parish, paid fines to the rectory of a year and a half's 
dues, only on admission of the next heir, and not upon 
alienation. Court rolls remain of this manor of the years 
1699 and 1736.* 

At the time of Cromwell's supremacy, which for eccle-
siastical purposes we may date at 16L5, the year in which 
the Church Prayer Book was suppressed by the Parlia-
ment, the vicar of Warton was still James Smarthwaite. 
Warton is one of very few livings to which Cromwell 
presented, through the House of Lords, under the Great 
Seal.± The presentee was Richard Walker, and he was 
to be instituted by Dr. Heath,+ the author of Flabellum, a 
book in which Cromwell is portrayed with a halter round 
his neck. Nor was Mr. Walker inclined to compromise 
his views, for he refused to subscribe to the " Solemn 
League and Covenant," as eighty-four of the Lancashire 

* See Court Rolls, now at the office of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, and 
old churchwardens' book. Mr. Farrer thinks it may represent the moiety of 
the manor of Priest Hutton, which was held by William de Lancaster of the 
church of Warton in 22 Richard II. (Inquisition post mortem, No. 28, R. ii., 
No. 284). 

t Shaw, History of the English Church, 1640-60. Published rgoo. 
I Calendar of the House of Lords MSS. 
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clergy did in 1648.* The year 1651 saw Charles II. at 
Borwick Hall, and his troops encamped on the hill known 
as " Barderholme " on their way to fight the battle of 
Worcester. In 1653 Cromwell was made Protector. 
Then began the series of persecutions of the clergy. In 
1654 the Committee of Triers was created to enquire into 
the qualifications of all candidates for ecclesiastical pre-
ferment, and in the same year another committee was 
appointed to deprive those clergy of their benefices who 
were guilty, amongst other things, of reading the Book of 
Common Prayer. Under this committee a large number 
of clergy were ejected, and amongst them Mr. Walker. 
Certainly he ceased to be vicar that year, and the vicarage 
remained vacant for a short time. Walker, who had in the 
same year been appointed collector of the small tithe for 
the Commonwealth trustees, t probably as being the only 
man to whom the miscellaneous dues of perishing edibles 
such as eggs, &c., would be paid, was living, though not 
as vicar, until 1656. One Francis Jackson, who had been 
schoolmaster at Kirkby Lonsdale, applied for the benefice, 
and was admitted to the vicarage in August, 1655. But 
it was not until 1659 that the small tithes and the Easter 
book were granted to him. Mr. Jackson continued as 
vicar until his death in 167o, and at the restoration of 
the King in 1661 he took holy orders in the Church of 
England, and became an episcopal clergyman. If we can 
judge from certain possessions of his, I. we should probably 
be right in thinking of him as a clean-shaven man, fond 
of scientific studies, and from his having a horse and gun 
was more at home in the Church of England than among 
the Puritans. He also used a seal with armorial bearings, 
and smoked tobacco. He was buried in the chancel of 
the church, with his wife, who survived him. Her epitaph 
was formerly on a brass plate within the altar rails- 

* Lancashire Church Surveys, 1650. 
t Plundered Ministers' Accounts, Lancashire Record Society, 1896. 
t Will and inventory at Somerset House, London. 
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" Here lieth the body of Agnes, relict of Francis Jackson,. 
late vicar of Warton ; buried the loth of April, 1674," " 
but it has now long since disappeared. 

But the remarkable thing is that the interference of the 
Commonwealth proved to be financially a benefit to the 
church in the parish. The vicar was up to this time 
receiving a stipend which cannot have amounted to more 
than £25.  The Commonwealth, which had of course 
appropriated all the revenues, made Jackson's income up, 
to £loo a year. The curate of Silverdale, who had an 
allowance of £5  a year, was replaced by a " preaching 
minister " at a salary of £40,  and Lindeth petitioned that 
they might be united with Silverdale to enjoy the advan-
tages to be gained thereby. The augmentation in the 
case of Warton was made permanent by the Dean and 
Chapter, but the Silverdale stipend fell back to its old 
level at the Restoration. Out of the church revenues the 
Commonwealth also granted £22 a year to theminister of 
Overton, near Lancaster, £30 to the minister of Deane,. 
and £22 to the minister of Heapy. These all reverted to 
the Dean and Chapter of Worcester at the Restoration. 

The period during which the Prayer Book was pro-
hibited was marked by another event in the religious life 
of the parish—that is to say, the introduction of the 
Society of Friends. George Fox, the founder, seems to 
have met Robert Wither first in 1652 at Wither's house 
in Over Kellet, and there also to have met Richard 
Hubberthorne, the son of a yeoman of good repute at 
Yealand. In his youth Hubberthorne had been in the 
Parliamentarian army, but became a convinced Quaker 
under the influence of Fox, and one of the most active in 
the Quaker ministry.f It is said of him that, although 
he was of low stature and had an infirm constitution and 
weak voice, he was a powerful and successful minister,. 

* Lucas. 
t Dictionary of National Biography. 
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and great numbers were convinced by him.* During 
nine years he travelled about the country preaching, and 
coming in for a good share of the sufferings which fell 
upon the Quakers, as well as on the Church of England, 
during the prevalence of the intolerant spirit of the 
Commonwealth. Altogether he was in prison four or five 
times,± and in those days, owing to the terrible state of 
the prisons, this meant real hardship. The offences for 
which the early Quakers were chiefly imprisoned were for 
appearing in Court with their hats on, declining to take an 
oath, and for disturbing public worship by making ener-
getic protests against the preaching ; also for non-pay-
ment of tithe. Hubberthorne, after an itinerant ministry 
lasting over nine years, in 166o had an interview with the 
King, but this was cut short by his Majesty leaving the 
room before Hubberthorne had said all he wished.+ Two 
years later he wrote, in conjunction with Fox, a letter to 
the King, whom he addresses simply as " Friend," relating 
the sufferings of the Quakers ; but it had little effect, as 
Hubberthorne himself died in Newgate, after an imprison-
ment of seven weeks, in 1662. In the meanwhile, the 
local authorities did what they could to discourage the 
movement. 

George Fox says, in his journal, that while holding a 
meeting at Yealand in the year 1653, there came a priest 
to the house, with a pistol in his hand, under pretence to 
light a pipe of tobacco. The maid of the house, seeing 
the pistol, told her master, who, clapping his hands on 
the doorposts, told him he should not come in there. 
While he stood there keeping the doorway he looked up, 
and spied over the wall a company of men coming, some 
armed with staves and one with a musket; "but the Lord 

* Journal of George Fox (19or). 
t Besse, Sufferings of the Quakers, 1753. 
+ " An account of severall things that passed between his Sacred Majesty and 

Richard Hubberthorne, Quaker, on the fourth of June, 1660 " (London 1660, 40), 
from a copy in the possession of Mr. J. R. Ford of Yealand Conyers. 
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God prevented their bloody design, so that seeing them-
selves discovered they went their way, and did no harm." 
In the previous year also, Sir Robert Bindloss of Borwick 
Hall, the determined opponent of all forms of religion but 
the Church of England, sent some of his servants, being, 
as it was thought, Frenchmen, to break up a meeting at 
Kellet.* On one occasion they took Richard Hubber-
thorne and several others out of another meeting, and left 
them bound in the fields on a winter's night. In 166o 
the Quakers again became the objects of persecution for 
refusing to take the oath of allegiance to Charles II. at 
the Restoration. In October of that year, at the instance 
apparently of Sir George Middleton of Leighton, a meeting 
of twenty-six persons was broken up at Yealand, and all 
of them arrested. Their names are mentioned in Besse's 
history. Thomas Backhouse of Yealand Redmayne, 
Hannah Cumming of Hilderstone, Thomas, Jennett and 
George Robinson, Martha Hodgson, William Jackson, 
Anthony Stonyford, Joseph Bispin (Bispham ?), John 
Yeatts, all of Yealand Conyers; three Waithmans and 
two Jacksons of Lindeth, John Hall of Warton, Robert 
Jackson and Margaret Johnson of Silverdale, many of 
whom were at this meeting, were sufficiently staunch 
adherents to have their goods distrained upon for tithe 
by Mr. Browne of Troutbeck, the tithe farmer, in 17ii.i 
The Friends' Meeting-house at Yealand bears the date 
1692. 

In the meanwhile Borwick suffered less than Warton. 
Sir Robert Bindloss, who had made or inherited a fortune 
in Kendal cottons, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, built 
a small private chapel,* where its remains can yet be 
distinguished on Borwick Green, near his residence at 
Borwick Hall. It was a plain, rectangular building, with- 

* Fox's journal. 
t Document at Troutbeck. 
$ Gastrell's Notitia. 

F 
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out parochial rights, and consequently without a bell. 
The entrance was at the west end.* It was said to have 
been endowed by the will of Robert Bindloss in 1629 with. 
a rent charge of £20 a year on an estate in Wensleydale, 
called Cham.House, to continue whilst any of his name 
or blood were at Borwick Hall.t This is not, however, 
mentioned in the will of Sir Robert, of 16294 and may 
have been in that of his father. Bishop John Bridgeman 
of Chester " visited " the chapel in 1634., and found that 
divine service had been held there " for almost xxi yeares 
and time out of mind before." § The stipend was then 
paid by Sir John Birron or Byron, who had married the 
widow of Sir Robert Bindloss, and who was treated as a 
delinquent by the Parliamentarians. In the Parliamentary 
Survey of 1650 the stipend had ceased to be paid. Bishop 
Bridgeman allowed the chapel to be used for prayers and 
preaching, and directed that " the walls thereof be fairly 
plaistered, the chapple flagged, and a communion table 
provided and brought into it, and the seats and other 
things repaired and fitted as it may become the house of 
prayer." 	These things were to be done within three 
months, but it is questionable if these repairs were ever 
carried out. 

After the death of Robert, son of Sir Francis Bindloss, 
in 1688, Dame Rebecca, his widow, preferred to attend 
the parish church at Warton, and the vicar of Warton 
read the service in Borwick Chapel only once or twice a 
year.1T After her death, the Borwick property came to 
her. daughter Cecily, who married William Standish, a 
Roman Catholic, and the chapel was allowed to decay. 
Bishop Gastrell of Chester, who visited it in or about 

* Lucas. 
t Lancashire Church Surveys and Gastrell's Notitia. 
I. See will in Chetham Society, 1893. 
Ç Harleian MS., 2176, f. 25. 

Harleian MS., ibid. 
~, Lucas. 
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1722, says " the pension is dropped, and ye chapple is 
dropping." 

But the chapel gains importance from its association 
with Dr. Richard Sherlock, who was of the best type of 
Church of England clergy of his time. The following 
account of him is from the Dictionary of National 
Biography :- 
He was born at Oxton, in Cheshire, on November 11th, 1612. His 
father William, a small yeoman, died while Richard was still young, 
but his mother gave him a learned education. He was first sent to 
Magdalen Hall, Oxford, whence he was removed to save expense to 
Trinity College, Dublin. There he graduated M.A. in 1633. Having 
entered holy orders, he became minister of several small united 
parishes in Ireland, where he remained till the breaking out of the 
rebellion of 1641. Upon the Marquis of Ormonde's truce with the 
rebels (September 15th, 1643) Sherlock returned to England as 
chaplain of one of the regiments sent by the marquis to aid the King 
in his struggle with Parliament. He was present at the battle of 
Nantwich on January 25th, 1644, in which Fairfax completely 
defeated Byron and captured many prisoners. Among these was 
Sherlock, who on regaining his liberty made his way to Oxford, 
where he became chaplain to the governor of the garrison, and also 
a chaplain of New College. In consideration of several sermons 
that he preached either at Court or before the Oxford Parliament,: 
the degree of B.D. was conferred upon him in 1646. Expelled from 
Oxford by the Parliamentary visitors about 1648, he became curate 
of the neighbouring village of Cassington, where he dwelt in the 
same house as the mother of Anthony â Wood, and made the 
acquaintance of the future antiquary, then a youth of seventeen. 
On being ejected from Cassington in 1652, Sherlock became chaplain 
to Sir Robert Bindloss, a royalist then residing at Borwick Hall. 
Here he remained some years, courageously remonstrating with his 
patron when he gave scandal by his conduct, yet preserving his 
attachment to the end. While at Borwick, Sherlock entered into 
controversy with Richard Hubberthorne, publishing in 1654 a book 
entitled The Quaker's Wilde Questions objected against the 
Ministers of the Gospel." 

In or about 1658 Sherlock was introduced by Sir R. Bindloss to 
Charles Stanley, eighth earl of Derby, who appointed him his 
chaplain at Lathom. At the Restoration he was placed by the 
earl on a commission for the settlement of all matters ecclesiastical 
and civil in the Isle of Man. He fulfilled his part of this task to 
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the entire satisfaction of the lord and people of that island," and 
returned into Lathom. In 166o he was nominated to the rich 
rectory of Winwick in Lancashire, but did not get full possession of 
it till 166z. Here he remained for the rest of his life, so constantly 
resident that, in an incumbency of nearly thirty years, he was 
scarcely absent from his benefice as many weeks ; so constant a 
preacher that, though he entertained three curates in his own 
houses, he rarely devolved that duty upon any of them ; such a 
lover of monarchy that he never shaved his beard after the murder 
of Charles I. ; so frugal in his personal habits that the stipend of 
one of his curates would have provided for him ; and so charitable 
that, out of one of the best benefices in England, he scarcely left 
behind him one year's income, and that for the most part to pious 
uses." He exhibited so much zeal for the Church of England that 
he was " accounted by precise persons popishly affected." His 
fidelity to the Anglican Church is clearly evidenced by his works. 
Remaining unmarried, his rectory became a kind of training-school 
for young clergymen, among whom was his own nephew, Thomas 
Wilson, afterwards bishop of Sodor and Man. Sherlock, who pro-
ceeded D.D. at Dublin in 166o, died at Winwick on June zoth, 1689, 
and was buried in this parish church. 

A portrait of him is preserved at Winwick. An engraving from 
it by Vandergucht is inserted in some editions of The Practical 
Christian." His works are :-1, " The Quaker's Wilde Questions 
objected against the Ministers of the Gospel, and many Sacred 
Gifts and offices of Religion, with brief answers thereunto. Together 
with a Discourse of the Holy Spirit, his impressions and workings 
on the Souls of Men," 1654. This book was reprinted and enlarged 
in 1656, with two additional discourses on divine revelation, mediate, 
and immediate, and on error, heresie, and schism. This work was 
animadverted on by George Fox in The Great Mystery of the 
Great Whore unfolded," 1659. 2, " The Principles of the Holy 
Catholick Religion, or the Catechism of the Church of England 
Paraphrast," written for the use of Borwick Hall, 1656. This work 
was often reprinted. 3, " Mercurius Christianus : the Practical 
Christian, a Treatise explaining the duty of self-examination," 1673. 
This, Sherlock's principal work, was greatly enlarged in subsequent 
editions. To the sixth edition, which appeared in 1712, was pre-
fixed a life of the author by Bishop Wilson. The four parts into 
which the work was divided were sometimes published separately. 
4, " Several Short but seasonable Discourses touching Common 
and Private Prayer, relating to the Publick Offices of the Church," 
1634. This includes " The Irregularity of a Private Prayer in a 
Publick Congregation," first published in 1674. 
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During the prohibition of the Book of Common Prayer, 
in the time of the Commonwealth, Sherlock composed a 
form of prayer out of the Church service, which he used 
in the chapel at Borwick.* In his will he left s3o to the 
poor of Borwick, though this is said to have been lost by 
the failure of Worswick's bank. 	He also left a small 
charity to Silverdale, which has been revived as `` Sher-
lock's Charity," and to the poor of the two Yealands. 

Borwick Chapel gave a " title " for deacon's orders in 
1711.± After its decay a large smithy was built partly 
out of the stones on an adjoining plot of land. It is worth 
mentioning that this smithy having fallen to ruin, the 
stone of it was granted by Mr. G. Marton in 1908 to 
enclose a playground at Priest Hutton School. The 
stones of the old chapel, therefore, are still used for a 
building belonging to the church. 

On the decay of the old chapel, service was held at 
different times in a room in Borwick Hall, but a long 
period probably elapsed without any. When the elemen-
tary National School was built at Priest Hutton, service 
was held in it on Sundays until the erection of the new 
chapel by Mr. William Sharp in 1895. This was endowed 
with a sum which now produces about X75  a year, and 
the vicar of Warton is responsible for one service there 
each Sunday, for which he is free to appoint a deputy. 

But to return to Warton, how far the fabric of the 
parish church itself fell into disrepair during the Common-
wealth cannot now be ascertained. It was a time when, 
in the general unsettlement of things, not much building 
was done. Many houses in the neighbourhood bear dates 
on the lintels, which are plentiful before and after the 
Commonwealth, but it is exceedingly rare, if not impos-
sible, to find a house with a date between 1653 and 1661. 
There are, in fact, a considerable number dated of the 

* Lucas. 
t Gastrell. 
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years immediately following 1661. But some repairs were 
certainly done to the church at the Restoration. The 
great bell was cast in 1662, under the auspices of Francis 
Jackson, Sir George Middleton, and Nathaniel West. 
The same bell had, however, to be recast in 1713. Also 
the font was relined with lead, the stone dressed, and it 
was set on a new base under the care of the last two of 
these, whose initials it hears. The remarkable thing is 
that Sir George Middleton is said* by George Fox to have 
been a Papist. But if there was much white-washing 
at the Restoration and much merry-making, there does 
not seem to have been much removal of ancient things. 
Part of the old rood-loft, with its carved work and 
painting, and fragments of stained glass in all the windows, 
stalls and some ancient pews, placed there in 1634, corbels, 
where images of saints had rested on either side of the 
altar, were all to be seen in the early eighteenth century, t• 
and some of them were also seen by Dr. Richard Pococke, 
sometime bishop of Meath and Ossory, who travelled 
through Warton in 1751.+ 

Thomas Atkinson succeeded Francis Jackson as vicar. 
He appears to have lived where his predecessor had lived 
—in a portion of the old rectory house, which had been 
newly roofed and made into a small dwelling more suited 
in size to the diminished income and position of the 
vicars.§ The other portion of the Parsonage Court, known 
as the " Old Kitchen," with two gardens belonging to it, 
had been leased to Johanna Illingworth of Warton, but Mr. 
Atkinson took a lease of it from the Dean and Chapter in 
1679. His vicariate lasted eleven years, and on his death 
in 1681 he was succeeded by Thomas Lawson, who was 
the schoolmaster at Bolton-le-Sands.II Lawson was per- 

* Diary of George Fox. 
Lucas.. 

$ See Camden Society, 1889. 
§ Worcester Records. 

Autobiography of William Stout, 1665-72 Published 1851. 
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sonally acquainted with Lucas, who tells us that he set 
himself seriously about a reformation of the laxity which 
he found, and when 
his public and private admonition, though very pathetick, would 
not prevail ... he took care to have such churchwardens and other 
officers made choice of in the parish whom he knew to be men of 
integrity ... that by the blessing of God on the joynt and vigourous 
endeavours of the vicar and churchwardens the parish was in a 
short time brought to that decent order that it was fit to be pro-
posed as a pattern to its neighbours. Though at first they did nieet 
with some opposition and opprobrious language from the patrons of 
vain sports, yet they presently draye them out of the churchyard 
(their general rendezvous) and by finding out and pursuing them to 
their more distant and private haunts did frequently break up their 
unlawful assemblies and brought them in a little time to be more 
frequent in their attendance on the publick worship of God . . . so 
that whereas as formerly it would have been difficult to have found 
the number of a Jewish congregation (i.e., io) in the afternoon, you 
will now see them come from all parts of the parish to worship God 
in his holy temple. At the same time that Mr. Lawson set himself 
about the reformation of the parish, he also promoted the singing 
of the psalms with notes, himself paying a master for teaching some 
that were willing and apt to learn, but not able to defray the charges 
thereof. This brought great numbers to the church, some out of 
devotion and others out of curiosity, who being through the mercy 
and grace of God, made sensible that there was much more solid 
pleasure in the performance of their duty than in the vain exercises 
they had been used to, became for the future far more constant at 
their publick devotions. 

The mention of Mr. Lawson introduces the subject of 
the Silverdale chapelry. Half Silverdale was granted by 
Henry de Redman in 1199 to the canons of Cartmel 
Priory.* The canons appear to have maintained service 
here and at Hest Bank, probably as places much fre-
quented by travellers passing across the sands, for, the 
population of Silverdale in the Middle Ages cannot have 
been more than that contained in a few scattered cottages. 
In the commission of 1548 a chantry is mentioned at 

* Greenwood's Redmans of Levens, 1905. 
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Silverdale as dependent upon Cartmel Priory, and with the 
Dissolution disappeared the only traces of an ecclesiastical 
endowment.* Some sort of chapel was existing in 1650, 
at the time of the Parliamentary survey, but at that time 
the " poor inhabitants " were " forced to hyre a poor 
minister for twenty nobles per annum," and they peti-
tioned the Commonwealth for a settled maintenance for a 
preaching minister among them.f Lindeth joined in the 
petition, which was granted ; L'4o a year was allowed, 
but this lapsed at the Restoration, when £5 a year, paid 
by the vicar of Warton, became again the only mainten-
ance for the curate of Silverdale, except what the charity 
of the inhabitants provided, or he could make by keeping 
school. The chapel was rebuilt on the old foundation 
in 1679.+ An unfortunate dispute § arose between Mr. 
Lawson, vicar of Warton, and Mr. Atkinson, the curate, 
who in 1720 had already officiated in the Silverdale 
chapel for thirty-eight years. 11 Atkinson wished to make 
Silverdale independent of Warton. He urged that the 
Quakers were strong, and that to abolish the forenoon 
service, which Lawson wanted, would be to give them an 
advantage. The inhabitants, churchwardens, sidesmen, 
&c., of Warton appealed to the bishop of Chester in Mr. 
Lawson's favour, and the bishop in 1692 issued a decree 
that the inhabitants were to repair to Warton for Holy 
Communion and on days of public fasting and thanks-
giving, and that Mr. Atkinson should assist at the Com-
munion. If Mr. Lawson were absent, Mr. Atkinson was 
to officiate at Warton.1T 

On the death of Mr. Lawson in 1710 worse times fell 
on Mr. Atkinson, who told Lucas that since that time his 

* Stockdale, Annals of Cartmel, 1872. 
t Lancashire Church Surveys, 1650. 
+ Worcester Records, 1692. 
§ An account of this is in Tanner MSS., clii., 57b, 58, and clii., S9 Bib. Bodi. 

Oxon. 
Lucas. 

IT Worcester Records. 
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salary of £5, had been so precarious that for four years 
subsequently he received only £2 1os. altogether . . . at 
the same time he was resolved not to leave the place, 
knowing that if he did so the chapel door would be shut 
up, save once a month, and that would give a handle to 
the Quakers. Mr. Atkinson further lost part of his private 
fortune in developing some iron mines which were dis-
covered on some land belonging to him at Silverdale. In 
consequence of this, about 1722, when he must have been 
there over forty years, he was obliged to write the follow-
ing pathetic letter to the bishop of Chester :—* 

Silverdale. 
My Lord, 

I am told that our chappelry has solicited yr Lordship in their 
and my behalf. It will be in Novr next four yeaars since I had 
anything, more or less, for my services there, that so what for want 
of a Salary and the considerable loss I have had in my personal 
estate, if the poor Stipend cannot be recovered I must be forced for 
want of maintenance to leave the place,—which I had done two 
years since but purely for Charity's sake, knowing the great neces-
sity of Divine Service there, being so remote from the Parish 
Church, besides the great difficulty of the way, both by the daily 
overflowing of the sea floods and the breaking up of the Grounds to 
the very rocks, which has made the antient way not passable : 
These considerations have obliged me to continue as long as I have 
done. All I desire is (for myself and poor family) bread to eat and 
rayment to put on ; but the place will answer neither. I humbly 
begg your Lordshipp so to compassionate my present circumstances 
as to put me into a place the first opporty that falls, where I may 
with God's blessing, live without bringing a scandal to my Religion, 
—for as I see by daily experience, the poverty of a clergyman giveth 
an occasion, next to a vicious life, both to unthinking people of our 
own Community, as to persons of different persuasions. The time 
was when I had, under God, Friends, as in particular, the rev. Dr. 
Stratford, one of yr Lp's predecessors, whose several letters, of his 
own hand I have by me ; also the Rev. Dr. Fenton, besides others 
of distinction ; but they have put off mortality, and I linger on in 
the church militant. That so unless your Lordship will be graciously 
pleased effectually to use yr power and authority in my behalf, I 

* Gastrell's Notitia. 
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shall not only fall, but what I- more deplore, this chappelry will in a 
little time be, where I found it, bigotted to Quakerism. My Lord, 
my heart is full, and I will add no more, save that I am your Ldp's 
most dutiful] son, and humblest servt. 

James Atkinson. 

Not much more of interest remains to be recorded of 
Silverdale. In 1738 prayer and sermon were held in the 
chapel once a month. In 1806 died* the Rev. William 
Geldart, who had served the curacy for thirty-six years, 
and reared a large family there. In 1829 the two pre-
bendaries of Worcester, Pye and Davison (the latter the 
author of a celebrated book on "• Prophecy "), visited 
Silverdale on behalf of the Chapter, and found the new 
chapel within a few days of being finished. The Chapter 
contributed ß'5o to the building, and it was to be con-
secrated on August 12th in that year by the bishop of 
Chester. They report " that it forms a pleasing object in 
the rocky vale in which it is situated," 1 which is perhaps 
as high praise as could be bestowed upon it. 

To return again to the account of Warton. The church-
wardens reported in 1705 that in the parish church " all 
things were very decent. Our vicar wears a surplice, 
observes holy days and fasting days, instructs the youth 
in the church catechism, and visits the sick." + There 
was a decent font, a table with carpet (i.e., cover), linen, 
and two flagons and a chalice. On the death of Lawson 
in 1710, Josiah Sanby was presented. He only held the 
benefice for a year, during which he was chaplain to the 
Duke of Marlborough. The year of his resignation, 1711, 
coincides with the year of that nobleman's dismissal from 
his offices, and Lucas says that Sanby was " obliged to 
resign " Warton. He was succeeded by John Davies, 
who only occupied the benefice for three years until his 
death in 1714. To Davies succeeded William Aylmer. 

* Warton Registers. 
Papers at Worcester. 

I. Churchwardens' presentation now at Lancaster. 
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It was noted in 1721* that the custom of " beating the 
bounds " or " Perambulations of Rogations " had been 
discontinued, and that there were private schools ., at 
Silverdale and Yealand, as well as the Grammar School 
at Warton, that no collections were made in church, the 
whole church finance apparently depending upon the 
annual church rate collected by the nine churchwardens, 
representing the nine townships, aided by the nine sides-
men. In 1722 was issued a faculty " for uniformity of 
seats." The chancel was repaired in 1723. The Com-
munion was then celebrated four times a year. The 
general decay of church life in the eighteenth century is 
proverbial, and investigation only further illustrates this. 
Warton was probably neither much better nor worse than 
other places. The distribution of the church revenues 
assisted this, for much the greater portion went to the 
cathedral at Worcester to benefit the dean and ten pre-
bendaries, who were in great measure non-resident, and 
an inadequate sum remained for the vicar of Warton, 
and, as has been shown, a starvation allowance for the 
curate of Silverdale. Nevertheless faithful clergy were 
not wanting, who resided on their benefices, conducted 
the services reverently, and ministered to the sick and 
dying. 

William Aylmer, whose vicariate covered the years 
from 1714 to 1733, came of a good family in Hampshire. 
He went as a student to Oxford, and there came across 
some persons connected with the college at Douay in 
France for the education of Roman Catholic priests, who 
persuaded him to join that church. 	He afterwards 
repented, and preached a sermon against the errors of 
Popery, particularly transubstantiation, at St. Martin's 
Church, Oxford, on September loth, 1713, before the 
bishop of Oxford, the mayor, and alderman, &c.± At the 

* Lucas, 
j Two copies of this in Bib. Bodl., Oxford. 
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beginning of the sermon is the formal recantation, as 
follows :— 

I, William Aylmer, do here, in the presence of God and this con-
gregation, most heartily, seriously, and sincerely condemn, renounce. 
and abjure all and singular heresies, errors, and superstitions, doc-
trines, and practices peculiar to the Roman Catholic Church . . . . 
resolving to live and die in the belief and communion of the Estab-
lished Church of England. So help me God. 

The year following he was made vicar of Warton, and 
made this entry in Latin in one of the church books :-
" William Aylmer, of Hampshire, formerly Professor of 
Divinity in the Roman Church, and by the grace of God 
happily restored and re-admitted into the bosom of the 
Mother Church of England, was inducted to the vicarage 
of Warton on May loth, 1714." In his first year he 
preached a funeral sermon over John Lucas of Carnforth, 
grandfather of the historian of Warton.* Here he lived 
until his death, and having formerly studied physic as well 
as divinity, was useful to the bodies as. well as the souls of 
his parishioners. It seems probable that he presented to 
the church the silver paten still used to distribute Bread 
in the Holy Communion. It has on it the inscription :-
" Ob poen : Mulct, Dedicat. huic ecclesiæ, 1716." This 
seems to mean that it was made as an offering in acknow-
ledgment of his past errors. One letter written by him in 
the following year is preserved and printed in Payne's 
records of the English Catholics of 1715, in which he 
says :—" I think I have given more than ordinary proofs 
of my sincere zeal for the Protestant religion and hearty 
affection to the present establishment and Her Majesty's 
government by an uniform series of words and actions, 
and the whole tenor of my conversation." In his later 
years the great church bell at Warton was recast. It has 
now this inscription on it :— 

W. AYLMER, VIC. MEMENTO MORI, 1731, 

* See Lucas, Mem. Book (MS.). 
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the large bell being that used for funerals. Mr. Aylmer 
died two years later. The great bell was recast, therefore, 
first by Mr. Jackson, who had been a Puritan, and secondly 
by Mr. Aylmer, who had been a Roman Catholic. 

After William Aylmer followed Robert Oliver, M.A., 
who was chiefly non-resident. 	He kept a curate at 
Warton, and came in person at Christmas, Easter, and 
'Whitsuntide, and remained perhaps six months or less. 
In his time the Holy Communion was celebrated six 
times a year.* He resigned Warton in 1775—that is, after 
forty-one years, during the last seven of which he was 
also rector of Whittington. Thomas Hest succeeded him 
and continued for fourteen years, when there followed 
Joseph Nicholson, who held Warton and the chapelry of 
Aughton together for ten years until his death in 1798 ± 
at the age of eighty-two. He seems to have lived at 
Aughton, and was buried at Halton on April 25th, of that 
year. 

The next vicar was Thomas Washington, a member of 
a family connected with Warton for about five hundred 
years. His forefathers for some generations owned the 
Warton mill, and had property in Warton and Carnforth.$ 
From an elder branch of this family alluded to above, 
also formerly resident at Warton, was descended the 
celebrated George Washington, president of the United 
States. Thomas was great-grandson of Robert Washington 
of Warton, and may have been born in the house still known 
as Washington House. He succeeded Mr. Blackett as 
headmaster of Archbishop Hutton's Grammar School in 
1773, and taught classics among other subjects.§ John 
Nicholson was the usher for fifty years until his death in 
1792, and held for many years also the post of parish 
clerk. Washington became curate in 1779, and in 1799 

* Churchwardens' presentments. 
t Warton Registers. 
+ MS. rental at Levens about 1375. Also Rentals and Surveys, Henry VIII. 

f. 79, Record Office. 
Old school minute book. 
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vicar of Warton. In 18o8 the endowment of the school 
was withheld by the Hutton family, and the whole charity 
lapsed for some years. The almshouses were let. Robert 
Gibson succeeded Nicholson as parish clerk and as usher 
of the school, and taught the children reading, writing, 
and accounts until his death in 1826. Hutton's school 
and almshouses were not revived until after a suit in 
chancery had been decided in 1829.* 

A tombstone erected to the memory of Thomas 
Washington's wife is outside the east end of Warton 
Church. The large straggling handwriting of the first 
inscription, from its likeness to Mr. Washington's, suggests 
that he wrote the inscription on the stone himself. 

On Washington's death in 1823 James Barns, who was 
curate of Silverdale, was presented by the Dean and 
Chapter of Worcester on condition of his rebuilding the 
vicarage house at Warton. The portion which he added 
was joined on to the old rectory kitchen, and the room 
above it. Mr. Barns proved himself an active clergyman, 
and by acting as plaintiff in the Chancery suit before 
mentioned, succeeded in reviving Archbishop H utton's 
school and almshouses, though with the serious change in 
the constitution of the school that it no longer formed an 
integral part of the church system, and that it was almost 
entirely degraded to the teaching only of elementary 
subjects. These alterations were made by the Court of 
Chancery against the expressed wish of the parishioners._ 
The almshouses were rebuilt, but. the additional room 
which had been provided for the vicar to read prayers in 
on Wednesdays and Fridays, which existed under the old 
scheme, was omitted, and the small annual pension paid 
to the vicar was dropped. 

Mr. Barns had but one leg, and made his pastoral 
visitations on horseback. He held service in a room in 
Borwick Hall on Sundays as well as in the parish church. 

* Papers at Warton. 
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He had no family. He died in 1837, and was succeeded by 
William Hutton, grandson of a former vicar of Beetham, 
who built Beetham House, and was the author of The 
Beetharn Repository. He only continued at Warton for 
seven years until 1844, when he migrated to Beetham, 
where he was vicar for thirty-seven years. A portrait of 
him exists at Beetham Hall in the possession of his 
descendants. 

The church at Beetham was restored during his incum-
bency. Mr. Hutton died in 1881 ; in 1844  he had been 
succeeded at Warton by Thomas Dean, during whose 
time Warton Church was partly restored, chiefly on 
the south side, the vicarage house was altered, and the 
vicar's stipend increased by £79 a year in 1867, and fur-
ther increased by £120 in 1869. A lithographed portrait. 
of him exists. 

Thomas Holland Pain became incumbent on Mr. Dean's 
death in 1871. He had previously been vicar of one of 
the Worcester Cathedral livings at Stone. He was a 
high-principled clergyman of the Evangelical school,. 
diligent in his duties; when at Brasenose College, Oxford,. 
he had rowed in the college eight. The income of the 
benefice in his time and after was about £300 a year, 
this increase being made as a result of the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners having, under an arrangement, taken over 
the revenues of the cathedral of Worcester. As a further 
result of this, Yealand was made a separate benefice in 
August, 1867,* with its own church, which had been built. 
and partly endowed by the Hyndman trustees, who retain 
the patronage. Silverdale was next partitioned off in 
August, 1871, and endowed by the Commissioners out of 
the rectorial revenues, and a new church was built there. 

During Mr. Pain's incumbency Warton Church was. 
thoroughly restored, chiefly through the efforts of the 
Bolden family and Mr. E. Barton of Warton. The roof, 

* London Gazette. 
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floor, seats, and furniture were renewed. The west gallery 
was taken down, and the organ placed on the north 
side of the chancel. Carnforth, from being a small dis-
trict of a few farms and cottages, had suddenly grown 
into a small town, owing to the introduction of the iron 
works and to its importance as a railway centre. It was 
made a separate parish in 1875, and the Rev. Atkinson 
Fidler, who had been curate to Mr. Pain at Warton, 
became the first incumbent. The first church was erected 
there in 1872. It was renovated in rgo1, and the founda-
tion stone of the tower laid in 1908. Mr. Pain died at 
Warton in 1903, and the Rev. John Kestell Floyer was 
presented. During his incumbency the Holy Com-
munion was celebrated weekly, and the number of 
services increased. The vicarage house was enlarged by 
the addition of a new wing, paid for by the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners and by a public subscription. Mr. Floyer 
resigned in 1908 to become rector of Esher in Surrey, and 
the Dean and Chapter of Worcester presented the Rev. 
E. W. A. Ogilvy, curate of St. Stephen's, Worcester. So 
ends the chronicle of Warton Church. 

[The writer wishes to acknowledge his obligation to Miss Olive 
Hockin for re-drawing the small illustrations.] 
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