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ART. IX.—The Old Hall, Cockermouth. By J. H. 
MARTINDALE, F.R.I.B.A. 

Read at the Site, July 7th, 1910. 

AFTER inspecting the fine and visible castle of Cocker-
mouth so ably and lucidly described by Mr. Curwen, 

I am afraid you will think Cockermouth Hall as coming 
from the visible to the invisible, and that it will be neces-
sary to walk, or see, by imagination, not by sight. Not-
withstanding the rather forbidding appearance, you will 
find, as you have frequently done in your peregrinations, 
a building well worthy of your attention, and also of more 
delineation and description than I am able to give you 
to-day. 

The modern builders have completely obscured the Old. 
Hall from observation from the street, and therefore it is 
little seen by the superficial visitor, as it is only from 
points of vantage to the south and by looking over roofs 
that the general outline of the buildings of the seventeenth 
century can be realised. 

The name " Old Hall " is of comparatively recent origin; 
it is not mentioned in the fine and complete Elizabethan 
roll at the castle. It was the home of the Fletchers, a 
family so well known in and which has done so much for 
West Cumberland. The first important notice relating to 
the family is early in the sixteenth century, and mentions. 
a William Fletcher (I believe his father and grandfather 
are known by name before him), who had amassed wealth, 
not by the usual military prowess of the Borders, but in 
the equally honourable, and certainly more refined, pro-
fession of commerce. This William had a son Henry, 
who succeeded him here, and entertained Mary Queen of 
Scots on her journey from Workington to Carlisle, because 
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at that time the hall was in a better state for the recep-
tion of a queen, even if a captive, than the lordly castle. 

Miss Agnes Strickland has pleasingly described this 
event, when the worthy Cockermouth merchant provided 
the captive queen with a robe of crimson velvet, and the 
ladies of Cockermouth were received at a special "Court." 

Henry Fletcher's sixth son, Thomas, succeeded, and 
he was followed by his eldest son Richard, who was high 
sheriff 1616-1617, and was knighted by James I. This 
Sir Richard purchased Hutton in the Forest, and settled 
there. His son was created a baronet, and became the 
ancestor of the present Fletcher Vanes. 

The old house in which Mary was entertained was pulled 
down and rebuilt by Sir Richard in the early part of the 
seventeenth century, and the superstructure of to-day is 
of this date. 

Will you kindly try and picture the surroundings at the 
period we are speaking about ? This front would have an 
open quadrangle or court some 6o feet wide and 3o feet 
deep, with a bay in centre about 12 feet by io feet. The 
centre part would be three storeys in height, and the 
wings probably two. The ground storey would be low, 
the first floor being as usual at that period the principal 
floor. The entrance would be at this side, probably at 
first floor level, approached by an external flight of steps. 
The windows, as you can see, were three-light with 
transoms, the bay having four lights, both in front and 
sides. You can at once picture Montacute in miniature. 
The south side or garden front is about 96 feet in extent 
and had a similar treatment, except that there is a stair 
turret projecting in place of the bay, and there are no 
wings. The windows show the same treatment, but there 
is a rather curious projection near the stair turret finished 
with stone weatherings. The finish of the eaves and 
chimney stacks is completely destroyed by modern work, 
or the want of it. 

To the south-west is a large block of buildings of the 
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same date, but in present circumstances it is impossible to 
identify their use. When you pass to the south side you 
must again play on the imagination, and see all the out-
buildings away and open garden extending to the church-
yard, where now is the Market Hall, with a small silvery 
brook running down to the Derwent, now covered over. 

Entering the house by the door on the left (not an 
original door) you are in the old kitchen, reduced in size 
by the insertion of a modern partition. You will see a 
fine stone arch to the fireplace, II feet g inches span, 
5 feet 6 inches to springing, and 6 feet 8 inches to crown. 
You will notice as you return into the modern passage 
the buttery hatch at the foot of the stairs ; also note that 
all the ancient internal door openings retain the stone 
dressings. It seems to me that possibly this kitchen is 
part of the old house, and was left at the time of the 
rebuilding by Sir Richard. Passing up the stone stairs, 
a single flight of about 5 feet 6 inches wide, you reach, 
probably, the level of the original first floor, but by various 
ups and downs and passages you enter modern rooms at 
different levels. On the second floor over the kitchen you 
have a large room with late seventeenth century stone 
mantel, and also a fragment of a frieze. In these rooms 
I again draw attention to the inside dressings to the rear 
arches of the windows ; although they are now beautified 
by red and gold wallpapers, you may still trace the lines 
of the mouldings. The south wall in the centre is some 
7 feet 6 inches thick. The north is not quite so thick. 
These may possibly be the remains of some earlier tower 
at this point. 

Mr. Thwaites and his sister will no doubt show you the 
closet in which Mary Queen of Scots slept, and I leave 
this point to their greater local knowledge. The three 
rooms mentioned by Miss Strickland, but now divided, 
would certainly be more fitting for the reception of a 
queen. Unfortunately, I am afraid they were not in 
existence at the time. 

M 
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Returning to the ground floor and passing to the south 
side of the building, you will find you have only seen the 
interior of the eastern portion of the centre block. The 
western is a separate tenement. The circular stair turret 
mentioned before has an external door, no doubt the 
garden entrance. The stair is some II feet in diameter, 
and has been lighted by small two-light windows, at 
suitable levels, on the detached sides. As I mentioned 
before, the roughcasting and modern buildings built against 
the old work, and the alterations to floor levels inside, 
make it very difficult to describe or explain the place of 
the several rooms on each floor. 

I have not seen any armorial stones in the building, and 
as the Fletchers are not mentioned in the visitation of 
153o, they were probably not armigerous at this period. 
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