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ART. XI.—The Askews and Penningtons of Seaton. By 
the Rev. C. MOOR, D.D. 

Read at Carlisle, September 8th, 1910. 

IN the paper bearing the title " The Askews of Marsh 
Grange," communicated by Mr. J. Brownbill at 

Barrow, on September gth, 1909, and printed in these 
Transactions (vol. x., N.S., p. 331), it is stated that "the 
story goes that a Sir Hugh Askew was related to the con- 
temporary Sir William Askew of Kelsey in Lincolnshire, 
who was father of Anne Askew .... There is no truth in 
this legend. The Askews of Lincolnshire derived them-
selves from a Yorkshire stock, and had no connection 
with the Furness district. Sir Hugh Askew, according 
to Burke's Commoners and Foster's Lancashire Pedigrees, 
came of a Cumberland family living near Muncaster, and 
had no connection with the Lincolnshire Askews." Mr. 
Harper Gaythorpe adds a note, apparently corroborating 
these statements, and there is appended a digest of the 
grant of Seaton Priory to Hugh Ascue on March 15th, 
1542. 

In endeavouring to trace the Penningtons of Seaton, 
from whom I chance to be descended, I have found certain 
documents which bear upon this question, and which show 
that Sir Hugh Askew had a close relationship to one 
family of the Lincolnshire Askews, although not to that 
one which gave birth to Anne Askew. 

In Sir Hugh's time and later there were two families of 
Ascough, Ayscough, or Askew in Lincolnshire, and the 
pedigrees of both may be seen, traced with considerable 
fulness, in the Harleian Society's vol. 5o, Maddison's 
Lincolnshire Pedigrees. So far as I am aware, each of 
these pedigrees may be relied upon for fair accuracy of 
statement. 
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168 THE ASKEWS AND PENNINGTONS OF SEATON. 

The Ayscoughs of Stallingborough and North Kelsey 
are traced back to Bedale in Yorkshire, where Sir William 
Ayscough, chief justice of common pleas, was buried ;in 
1455-6. His son John Ayscough obtained property in 
Lincolnshire by his marriage with Margaret, daughter 
and heiress of John Tailboys of Stallingborough, and 
made that his place of residence. He was succeeded by 
a son and grandson, each Sir William Ayscough ' of 
Stallingborough, sheriffs of Lincoln in 1500 and 1521 
respectively. The second of these had a daughter Anne, 
wife of Thomas Kyrne, but commonly spoken of as Anne 
Askew the Martyr, burnt at Smithfield in 1546. Junior 
members of the family lived at Grimsby and elsewhere, 
and the male line continued in Lincolnshire until about 
170o. There are interesting monuments of these Ayscoughs 
in Stallingborough Church. Not understanding the ety-
mology of their name, which was derived from the town-
ship of Aikscough or Askew near Bedale, they took for 
arms sable, a fess between three asses coughing argent. 
There seems nothing to connect Sir Hugh Askew with 
this family. 

The other Lincolnshire family of Ayscough is in the Har-
leian Society's vol. 5o, traced back to Matthew Ayscough 
of Lacra in Millom, Cumberland, whose great grandson 
Christopher Ayscough was of Blyborough in Lincolnshire. 
The Lincolnshire visitation of 1592 records a pedigree 
beginning with his name, and gives to him three sons—
Matthew, Henry, and Walter Ascough—rnaking no men-
tion of Sir Hugh Askew, who was nevertheless, as will 
appear, a son of Christopher. It is fairly clear that Chris-
topher was the first of the family to settle in Lincolnshire, 
and his migration so far from home was probably due to 
the fact that the great Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk, 
had a messuage in Millom, and was also lord of the 
manor of Blyborough. Christopher followed the duke to 
his Lincolnshire property, and it was perhaps under the 
ducal patronage that his son entered the royal service. Of 
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the other sons, Matthew was of Millom, and Henry of 
Bootle. 

Walter Ayscough eventually succeeded to his father's 
property, which may have been one of the lesser manors 
at Blyborough, and greatly improved his fortunes by 
marriage with Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of John 
Gurney. When Henry Brandon, the second duke, died 
in 1551 of the sweating sickness, and was followed to the 
grave by his brother Charles, the duke of half an hour, 
the great Brandon estates were divided up among the 
descendants of Sir William Brandon, their great grand-
father, and Blyborough Manor fell to Walter Ayscough, 
as husband of Elizabeth Gurney, whose ancestor Henry 
Gurney had married Katharine Brandon, Sir William's 
daughter. Walter was succeeded at Blyborough by his 
son Sir Henry, and he by Sir Walter, and the family 
remained there until the middle of the seventeenth cen-
tury. Other descendants of the first Walter settled at 
Revesby and Washingborough in Lincolnshire, and the 
Harleian Society's vol. 5o, traces the family until 1676. 

Sir Hugh Askew married Bridget, daughter (by his 
third wife Joyce Prickley) of Sir John Huddleston of 
Millom, so that besides his ancestral associations, he had 
the attraction of relationship to a very ancient and highly 
connected family to draw him back to Cumberland. When 
therefore, the king was disposing of the vast possessions of 
the dissolved monasteries, he applied for and purchased 
" the house and site lately the priory of Seiton " in Bootle 
parish, and made it his chief place of residence. As to 
his religious opinions we have no information, but the 
form of his epitaph seems to indicate that he complied 
with the various changes of his time. The Lady Bridget 
apparently remained in communion with the church of 
Rome. 

On the south wall of the chancel of Bootle Church is a 
brass with the effigy of a short stumpy man in armour, 

-girt with a sword, and wearing a cap. The wording is as 
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follows :—" Here lyeth Sr Hughe Askew knyght, late of 
the Seller to Kynge Edward the vi, which Sr  Hugh was 
maid knyght at moskelbrough felde In ye yere of Or  lord 
1547, and dyed ye second day of marche In the yere of 
oure lord god 1562." 

For some reason or other his inquisitio was delayed for 
nine years, and was then taken at Carlisle, August 23rd, 
1571 (writ dated May 15th, 1571) by Richard, bishop of 
Carlisle, Henry Lord Scrope, William Musgrave, and 
Anthony Berwys, armigers, upon the oath of Robert 
Sands, Leonard Dikes, William Osmotherley, William 
Orpher, Robert Heighmor, Gawin Eglesfelde, Henry 
Colsby, John Aglebye, William Simpson, Anthony Heigh-
mor, Ferry Grame, and Robert Patrickson, gentlemen : 

Who say that the aforesaid Hugh Askewgh knight was 
seised in his demesne as of fee of and in the whole demesne 
and scite of the late priory of Seaton in the county of 
Cumberland, and of and in divers messuages, lands, and 
tenements belonging to the same, and of a rent of 12s. I'd., 
parcel of the same, and of divers messuages and tenements 
in Seaton, and of the mill of Buttill in Cumberland afore-
said ; and also of divers messuages, lands, tenements, 
meadows, feedings, pastures, and hereditaments, with 
appurtenances, called Kynnimont or Kydment in the 
parish of Corney, late possession of the priory of Conys- 
head in Lancashire ; and of hereditaments called Klerk-
burre alias Lukberry and Corney in Cumberland ; and of 
an annual rent of 8d. from divers tenements in Seaton, 
late possession of the priory of Conyshead ; and of divers 
messuages or tenements lying and being in the parish of 
Bootle in Cumberland, late possession of the priory of 
Calder, and now or late in the occupation of John Cowp-
land, Richard Cowpland, William Cowpland senior, 
William Cowpland junior, John Postlethwaite, Leonard 
Burton, Christopher Penye, William Marshall, John Ash-
burner, the widow of William Wise, Richard Turner, 
Richard Brathwate, Richard Verle, William Haiton, 
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William Newton, William Leyr, and Richard Cooke; and 
also of 2S. 8d. of annual rent, late possession of the priory 
of Calder, issuing from messuages, lands, and tenements 
in Millam, and now or late in the occupation of Nicholas 
Cades, Henry Cades, Rolland Kirkbye, and William 
Thornborowe; and of one messuage or tenement and eight 
acres of land in Millam, now or late in the occupation of 
Thomas Skalding and Abraham Brathwate, late part of 
the possessions and hereditaments of Henry, late duke of 
Suffolk ; and of the advowson of the churches and rectories 
of Whitcham, Butle, and Corney in the said county of 
Cumberland. All and singular of which premises, lying 
and being between the waters of Eske and Dudden in 
Cumberland, were the perquisites of the aforesaid Hugh, 
for himself and his heirs for ever. And he himself, being 
so seised, did by his last will, exhibited as evidence in 
writing to the jurors making this inquisitio, and bearing 
date September Ist, 1562, in the third year of the present 
Queen Elizabeth, inter alia willed and bequeathed in his 
Anglicis verbis, viz.:— 
And also I gyve and bequeath unto the same Dame Bridget my 
wief all my Scite and Manor howse of Seaton, and all Lands 
Meadowes Waters, pastures, woodes, com'ons, Rents, Revenues 
[? Reversions] and Services, with all other profytts to the same 
belonging or apperteyning, and all other my purchased Lands 
between the waters of Eske and Dudden in the County of Cumber-
land, and also the nomination and presentation of the personages. 

and Churches of Butle, Whitcham, and Corney in the County of 
Cumberland, with all maner of right to the same or any of them in 
any wise appteyning or belonging. To have and to holde the said 
Scite and Manor howse with its appurtenances to the said Dame 
Bridget my wieff during her life naturali. And after her death I 
will that the said Manor howse of Seaton, and Lands Medowes and 
pastures feadings com'ons waters woods rents revercons and ser-
vices, with all other profitts and com'odities to the same belonging 
or apperteyning, and also the nomination and presentation of or 
unto the personages and Churches of Butle, Whitcham, and Corney,. 
in the said County of Cumberland, with all manor rights to the 
same belonging or apperteyning, with all other my Lands tenements 
Rents Reversions and services whatsoever they be, lyeing and being. 
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between the waters of Eske and Dudden within the County of 
Cumberland aforesaid shall remayn unto Hughe Askewgh, sonne of 
Water Askewgh, my late brother in the Countye of Lyncolne, and 
to the heires male of his bodie lawfully begotten ; and for lack of 
such yssue the remainder to Water Askewgh, brother of the said 
Hugh Askewgh, and to the heires male &c.; and for lack &c. then 
to Edmond Askewgh, son of Matthew Askewgh, my late brother, 
and to the heires male &c.; and for lack &c. then to Henry Askewgh, 
son of Christopher Askewgh, my late brother sonne of Suffolke, and 
to the heires male &c.; and for lack &c. then to Symond Askewgh, 
brother of the said Henry Askewgh, and to the heires male &c.; 
and for lack &c. then to Matthew Askewgh, brother of the said 
Henry and Symond, and to the heires male &c.; and for lack &c. 
then to Hugh Askewgh, son of Anthony Askewgh of Lawraye, and 
to the heires male &c.; and for lack &c. the remainder to the right 
heires of me the said testator. 

The inquisitio adds that Hugh Askewgh, knight, died 
seised of the aforesaid premises, and after his death the 
Lady Bridget entered into the aforesaid tenements, and 
was still seised of them according to the tenor of the 
aforesaid will, and has had and enjoyed the outgoings 
thence proceeding. 

And they also say that the aforesaid demesne and scite 
of Seaton, and all and singular the aforesaid messuages, 
tenements, and hereditaments with appurtenances in 
Seaton aforesaid are held of the queen in chief by service 
of the twentieth part of one knight's fee, rendering per 
annum to the queen 9s. IId. at the feast of St. Michael 
the Archangel for all rents, services, and demands what-
soever, and it is worth per annum £4 I's. 4d. And that 
the aforesaid messuages, lands, tenements, hereditaments, 
and other premises with appurtenances in Kynnimont or 
Kydmont aforesaid are held of the queen by military 
service, and they are worth per annum 4os. And that all 
and singular the aforesaid messuages, lands, tenements, and 
hereditaments and other premises with appurtenances in 
the parish of Butle, parcel of the possessions and revenues 
[reversions?] of the late priory of Calder, and the afore-
said messuages or tenements with appurtenances—in 
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Millam, parcel of the possessions and hereditaments of the 
said late Duke of Suffolk, with appurtenances, are held of 
the queen as of her manor of East Grenwich in the county 
of Kent by fidelity only in free socage, and not in chief for 
all rents, services, and demands whatsoever, and they are 
worth per annum Ç4. 

And lastly the aforesaid jurors say upon their oath that 
Hugh Askewgh, knight, and Johanna Hardie, named in the 
said commission, neither for their own use or for the use of 
any other were seised or had or held any other messuages, 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments of the said queen or of 
any other in demesne, service, reversion, or remainder on 
the days on which the said Hugh and Johanna died in the 
county of Cumberland otherwise than as aforesaid. 

And lastly the aforesaid jurors say upon their oath that 
the aforesaid Hugh Askewgh, knight, died on the first 
day of March, in the fourth year of Elizabeth, the present 
queen ; and that the aforesaid Johanna Hardye was his 
cousin and next heir, viz. daughter and heiress of Augustine 
Askewgh, son of Matthew Askewgh, elder brother of the 
said Hugh, and that she died without heir of her body on 
the twelfth day of July, in the seventh year of Elizabeth, 
the present queen. And that on the day of the taking of 
this inquisitio Henry Askewgh is cousin and next heir of 
the said Johanna, viz. son of Christopher Askewgh, brother 
of Augustine Askewghe, son of Matthew Askewghe, elder 
brother• of the said Hugh Askewgh, knight, and of full 
age, viz. z6 years and more. And so on the day of the 
taking of this inquisitio the said Henry Askewgh is cousin 
and next heir both of the aforesaid Hugh Askewgh, knight, 
and of the aforesaid Johanna Hardie. 

In witness whereof the aforesaid jurors have subscribed 
their names and affixed their seals to this present indenture 
of inquisitio. Dated the 23rd day of August in the year 
first written, 1571. 

Robt. Sa'des, Leonard Dykes, Wyll. Osmert', Wyllym 
Orfeure, Robert H 	, Gaws Egel--, Henry Colsby,, 
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Ihon Applby, Wlllm Simson, Antony Hyemhou, fergy 
grame, Robt. Patrigso', Robert Cahers (?). 

It might have been supposed that, Sir Hugh Askew 
having left the reversion to his property, upon the death 
-of his wife, to three nephews, three great nephews, and a 
cousin successively, Seaton and his other Cumberland 
estates, " lying between the waters of Eske and Duddon," 
would have remained with the Askew family. Such must 
surely have been his intention, so careful was he to pro-
vide male heirs, to the exclusion of his great niece and 
legal heiress, Joan Hardy. But whatever fortune may 
have come to the Askews of Lacra, Bootle, and' Millom, 
certain it is that Seaton passed away from the Askew 
family at the death of Sir Hugh, and never returned to it. 
Probably Bridget, who had the property for life, made 
some arrangement with her husband's nephews, whereby 
she obtained absolute possession. 

According to a deed quoted in Foster's Penningtoniana, 
in January, 1562-3, William Pennington of Muncaster 
covenanted to marry Bridget, Lady Askew, within twenty 
days after Easter next. The bride was probably young, 
possibly handsome, and certainly rich, and the marriage 
was a fortunate one for the Pennington family. In 1573 
William died, leaving three sons and two daughters, Joseph 
the eldest son, ancestor of the Lords Muncaster, being 
under nine years of age at the time of his father's death. 
In her second widowhood Bridget was usually known as 
Dame Bridget Askewe, but appears in some documents 
as Bridget Pennington. She lived for several years at 
Muncaster, perhaps until the marriage, about 1589, of her 
eldest son, and in 16o6 she was spoken of as " Dame 
Bridget Pennington alias Askew of Seaton," but according 
to the State Papers Domestic, on January 31st, r6o8, a 
grant was made of the " recusancy of Bridget Pennington 
alias Askew, of Carleton, co. York," so that it is possible 
that she died in the latter place. There is no monument 
to her memory at Muncaster. 
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THE ASKEW FAMILY. 

Before attempting to trace the Penningtons of Seaton, 
who, contrary to the expressed intentions of Sir Hugh 
Askew, came into possession of his Cumberland estates, it 
may be well to inquire what traces are left of the Askew 
family in the neighbourhood of their early home. That 
not wholly infallible guide, Burke's Landed Gentry, states 
in an early edition that " this family of Askew (Akeskeugh 
=hilly ground covered with oaks) derived their descent 
from Thurston de Bosco, who in King John's time had a 
feoffment from the Boyvills, lords of Kirksanton, of a place 
there called Aikskeugh within the lordship of Millom, 
whence his posterity have assumed their name. For 
several generations this family resided at Greymains in 
the parish of Muncaster." 

There is nothing particularly improbable in this account, 
though it may not now be possible definitely to connect 
the Askew family with Thurston of the Wood. Unfor-
tunately the Bootle registers do not go back to Sir Hugh's 
time, and there is no will of any Askew of Bootle before 
that of Hugh Askew, proved May 31st, 1661. After this 
the name occurs frequently in the registers down to 1758 
or later. In the neighbouring parish of Millom, where 
also Sir Hugh had property, Christopher Askew, vicar in 
1590, was buried in 1597. His successor of the same 
name was buried in 1614. Hugh Askew of Lacre was 
mentioned in 1636, and there was long an Askew family 
at Standing Stones in Millom parish, William, son of 
Henry Askew of Standing Stones, being baptised in 1593, 
and a brass in Millom Church commemorating " Dorothy 
wife of William Askew of Standing Stones gent., daughter 
and coheiress of William Musgrave of Crookdake, Cum, 
berland, who died 22 April, 1705, in her 66th year." The 
voters' list for 1878 shews that in that year Robert Askew 
of Lancaster had property at Millom. 

In Muncaster churchyard an old stone commemorates 
" Dorothy Askew, daughter of John Ambrose of Lowick, 
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and wife of Hugh Askew of Graymains, gent., by whom 
she had four sons and seven daughters, and lived 63. 
years man and wife. She died 29th May, 1703, which 
was four years after her husband." Between 1689 and 
i800 there are only eight Askew entries in the Mun-
caster registers, including the burials of Mr. Hugh Askew, 
December 9th, 1698 ; Mrs. Dorothy Askew, May 31st,. 
1703 ; and William Askew, yeoman, September 9th, 1727.. 
The first of these was almost certainly a relative of Sir 
Hugh Askew of Seaton, and the third may have been son 
of the first. 

The will of Hugh Askew of Graymaines, Muncaster,. 
gent., was dated September 24th, and proved March Ist, 
1698. He desired " to be buried under that stone in the 
churchyard of Muncaster where both my great grand-
father, my grandfather, and my father lyeth." He men-
tioned his wife Dorothy, his daughters Agnes, Easter, 
Frances, Isabell, Susan, Elizabeth, and Dorothy, and his 
son William, adding that he had fifteen grandchildren, 
" which I hope are all now living." To his son he left 

The two bedsteads in the chamber where I lye, and the little 
cuboard & press thereunto adjoyned, In the firehouse the Dishboard 
& Dresser, in the Parlor one Bedstead, one Great Chair, one great 
Evidence Chist wth the Grate & Chimney Irons yt was my Lady 
Askew's, in the Closet one Bedstead, & in the Chamber where my 
servants lyes two bedsteads and the house jeasts & boards in ye loft 
above, provided that my dear wife may have the use of them for 
life. 

He added "1 do humbly request my honoured friend. 
Sir William Pennington of Muncaster, Baronet, my worthy 
landlord Edward Stanley of Dalegarth, Esquire, and my 
dear cozen John Latus of Becke, Esquire, to be super-
visors." The mention of furniture in his possession which 
had come down to him from Lady Askew creates a strong 
presumption that he was of the same stock as Sir Hugh. 
If only we had the " great evidence chist " and its con-
tents we might perhaps determine the exact relationship.. 
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Dorothy Askew, his widow, made her will November 6th,- 
1702, and it was proved October 14th, 1703. She men-
tioned her son William, and her daughters Easter Bancke, . 

Frances Nicholson, Issabell Cape, Susanna Brigg, Eliza-
beth Bains, and Dorothy Askew. The last named was 
buried in Cartinel Priory Church, where she is thus com-
memorated :—" Here lieth the Body of Mrs. Dorothy 
Askew, daughter of Mr. Hugh Askew of Graymaines, who 
departed this life February 18th, 1719, in the first year of . 

her age." Arms: A chevron between three asses' heads. 
Whether William Askew, yeoman, who died 1727, was 

the son must remain matter of conjecture. The other 
sons presumably died before their parents. There were 
Askews in several of the neighbouring parishes, as Drigg,. 
Irton, Gosforth, and Waberthwaite, at and after this time,. 
and so late as 1886 Richard Askew of Ravenglass was-
buried at Muncaster. It seems likely that these families 
came of the same stock, but I have not attempted to trace 
them out with any fulness. 

PENNINGTON OF SEATON. 

It is by no means easy to trace the descent of the 
Penningtons of Seaton, who succeeded to Sir Hugh 
Askew's estates there. Nicolson and Burn (ii., 18) say 
that Lady Askew gave Seaton to her third son William,. 
and that his descendants remained there at the time when 
they published their "History," 1777. But it would seem 
that she really gave the property to her second son John,. 
and that he died in possession of it, though perhaps it may 
afterwards have passed to William and his descendants. 
On July loth, 1592, Lady Askew and John Pennington 
granted lands at Kinmont and Buckbarrow on lease to 
members of the James family, and on December 9th,. 
1596, she joined with her three sons in settling " £40 per 
annum, or the third part of the manor of Seaton," upon 
the marriage of her son John with Anne, daughter of 
Christopher Crackenthorpe, with remainder to her sons, 
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John, William, and Joseph successively. On April 5th, 
1597, " out of motherlie love, and for the advancement in 
life " of her son John, she granted to him an annuity of 
£4o per annum out of the dissolved deanery of St. 
Andrew's, Auckland, and on May 21st, 1606, she granted 
to the same John Pennington of Seaton " a yearly rent of 
£200,  which was to be paid to her by her son Joseph 
Pennington, Esq., during the term of 6o years, should she 
live so long, to which Joseph Pennington, by indenture of 
August 8th, 1605, she had demised the manors of Mun-
caster and Drigg, Cumberland, the manor of Preston 
Richard and Little Langdale, Westmoreland, and the 
manor of Pennington, Lancashire, with appurtenances in 
Mulcaster, Drigg, Gosforth, Carleton, Gateskale, Middle-
ton Langley and Langley Park, Preston Richard, Little 
Langdale, and Pennington " (Bibliotheca Jacksoniana, 
Bundle G). In these it does not appear that she made 
any special provision for her sön William, but I have not 
been able to find her will, or her inquisitio. 

On April 5th, 1613, John Pennington of Seaton died, 
his inquisitio being taken on November 4th following, 
when it was shown that he died seised of one capital 
messuage in Bootill, late of the priory of Seaton, of lands, 
&c., in Bootill, and of a capital messuage called the 
demesnes of Seaton, of four messuages, &c., in Holgill, of 
a messuage, &c., in Hismore, of one watermill in Seaton, 
of rents there and at Bootill, parcel of the late priory of 
Calder, of lands in Millam, of a messuage called Kynmont 
in Corney, and of Buckberry alias Luckbary in Corney ; 
some of these being clearly the same which Sir Hugh 
Askew had left to his widow for life, with remainder to his 
nephews. The property was moreover held of the king as 
the twentieth part of one knight's fee. 

It was further shown at the inquisitio that on March 
loth, 161o, John Pennington had made a will, leaving his 
property to Richard Fletcher of Cockermouth and William 
Antrobus, upon trust for the payment of his debts and the 
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education of his young children, until his son William 
should be 21 years of age. At the date of the inquisitio, 
William Pennington, his son and heir, was 15 years and 
8 months old. 

John Pennington's will does not seem to have been 
preserved, and the difficulty of tracing the descent from 
this point is increased by the existence of a visitation 
pedigree of Pennington of Seaton, " certified by Ferdi-
nando 'l'onge on behalf of William Pennington, Esq., his 
master," on April 5th, 1665. The servant, no doubt, did 
his best, but he had forgotten his instructions, or had 
guessed at his master's relationships, for the first genera-
tion of his pedigree contains an obvious error, and the 
second generation is singularly incomplete. Mr. Tonge 
records as follows :— 

WILLIAM PENNINGTON=MARY, dau. of Thomas 
of Seaton, Cumberland, Pennington of Mun- 
Esq. 	 caster. 

WILLIAM PENNINGTON 
of Seaton, Esq. 

1 	 1 
WM. PENNINGTON=BEATRICE, dau. of 	THOMAS, 	MARY. 
of Seaton, Esq., Miles Dodding of 	s.p. 
aged 70 on 5  April, Conishead, Lancs. 
1665. 

	

MILES PENNINGTON, 	RICHARD, 	BRIDGET. 

	

aged 34 on 5 April, 	 _ 
1665. 	 DANIELL 

= 	 NICHISON 

	

JUDITH, dau. of Sir 	 of Hawks- 

	

Wilfrid Lawson of 	 head Hall, 

	

Isell, Cumb., Kt. 	 Westmd. 

I 	I 
BARBARA. SARAH. 

BoucH of 
Cockermouth, 

Cumb. 

BARBARA. 	(I) WILLIAM, 	WILFRIDE, 
aged 2 on 5 April, 1665. 

In this pedigree there is no mention of Lady Askew or 
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of John Pennington, who nevertheless held the property 
until well within the memory of its then owner, and even 
that owner's mother is not recorded. As he was born in 
1595, he was presumably the son of William Pennington, 
born some 25 to 3o years earlier. Being a Pennington of 
Seaton, he must have been descended from Lady Askew, 
and unless Tonge had given the name of his master's 
father incorrectly, he was the son, not of John, but of 
William Pennington, the third son. I have no doubt 
that the visitation pedigree is in the main correct, except 
in one particular, and its incompleteness can be partly 
supplied from that of the Muncaster Penningtons. I 
understand the true descent to have been as follows :— 

WILLIAM PENNINGTON of Mun-=2 (1563) BRIDGET, dau. of Sir John 
caster and (jure uxoris) of Seaton, Huddleston, and widow of Sir. 
ob. 14 March, 1573. 	 Hugh Askew. 

JOSEPH PENNINGTON 
of Muncaster, b. 1565, 

d. 1641. 

ISABEL COPLEY of 
Batley, Yorks. 

JOHN PENNINGTON 
of Seaton, ob. 1613. 

(1596) ANNE, dau. 
of Christopher 
Crackenthorpe. 

WM. PENNINGTON 
(of Seaton ?) 

BRIDGET. 	JOYCE. 

PHILIP LOVELL ANTHONY CATERICK 
of Skelton, 	of Stanwick, 

Yorks. 	 Yorks. 

THOMAS. MARY. 

A quo 
Pennington of Seaton, 

as in Visitation Pedigree, 1665. 

What became of William, son of John Pennington, we 
have no evidence to show. Perhaps he died young, or 
perhaps it was found impossible to pay his father's debts, 
and the property was transferred to his uncle of the same 
name. 

A quo 	WM. PENNINGTON, Others. WM. PENNINGTON 
Pennington 	born 1598. 	 of Seaton, aged 7o 

of 
	

in 1665. 
Muncaster. 

BEATRICE DODDING. 
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It will be noticed that at this period the Pennington 
family formed several Yorkshire connections. Bridget, 
Lady Askew, was of Carleton, co. York, in í6o8. Her 
son Joseph married Isabel Copley of Batley, and her two 
daughters married Yorkshiremen of Skelton and Stanwick. 
Her son John married a Crackenthorpe of Westmorland, 
but I am inclined to think that William, her third son, 
married in Yorkshire, and that besides his children men-
tioned in the pedigree—viz., William, Thomas, and Mary 
—he had a daughter Bridget, wife first of Ambrose Pudsey 
of Bolton, and afterwards of Sir Thomas Laton of East 
Laton and Sexhowe. In the chancel of Thornton-le-
Street, co. York, there is a brass commemorating her with 
an inscription which, in my view, makes it clear that she 
was a daughter of Lady Askew's third son. It reads as 
follows :— 

Pietatis & eximim virtutis Feniinem d'nm Brigittm, 
filim Willi. Penington ar., ex antiqua Familia Penington- 
orum de Mulcaster prosatm, Ambrosio Pudsey de 
Bolton in Craven ar. primo nuptm, cui 
Vnicum filium eiusdem nominis attulit & duas 
filias, scilt. Annam & Elizabetham. Quarum 
prima Thomm, nato maximo filio Thomm Laton 
Militis, dein Waltero Robti Strickland Militis secundo 
genito Matrimonio Copula, adiuncta fuit, Alteram 
vero Rogerus filius & hmres Johis Talbot 
de Thornton ar. cepit in uxorem. Postremo dta 
d'na Brigitta Thomam Laton Militem in 
mariturn secundum nupsit : cui peperit Carolum 
& Brigittam Laton. Qui Carolus, pietatis 
motu, in charm Matris defunctæ memoriam 

hoc curari fecit, obiit ipsa 
viii calend Mau 
Anno mtatis sum LXIII 
Annoq' d'ni MDCLXIIII. 

Below the inscription are two shields, thus emblazoned:— 

 
tcwaas_002_1911_vol11_0014



THE ASKEWS AND PENNINGTONS OF SEATON. 183 

a. Vert. A chevron between three mullets or. 
Pudsey of Bolton. 

Impaling : Or. Five fusils in fess azure. 
Pennington of Muncaster. 

2. Argent. A fess between six crosses fitchée sable. 
Laton of Sexhowe. 

Impaling : Or. Five fusils in fess azure. 
Pennington of Muncaster. 

In 1665 the Seaton Penningtons had differenced their 
:arms by the addition of a canton gu., to show their cadency 
from the head of the family, but this custom was not 
universally followed, and the fact that the arms of Bridget, 
Lady Laton, were not so differenced on her monument 
need not imply that she was a daughter of the senior 
house. Indeed the expression describing her as "daughter 
-of William Penington, and sprung from the ancient 
family of the Peningtons of Mulcaster," almost precludes 
that origin, for it would havé been much simpler to speak 
-of her father as " William Penington of Mulcaster," if 
such he had been. From Lady- Laton were descended 
many Pudseys of Bolton, whose line merged in that of 
Dawson, whilst her daughter Bridget Laton married 
Thomas Frewen, M.P., and carried to the Frewen family 
-of Sussex and Leicestershire the blood of the Penningtons, 
Huddlestons, and many other northern families. In 1794 
Selina Frewen married my great grandfather, Rev. J. K. 
Moor, which accounts for my special interest in these 
;families. 

I can only indicate the further descent of the Penning-
tons of Seaton by reference to certain documents. In 
1625 William Pennington, Esq., was assessed to the 
subsidy at Waberthwaite and Bootle, in 1626 and 1628-9 
at Bootle, Waberthwaite, Birkby, and Corney. In 1661 
William Penington, Esq., was assessed at Bootle, Waber-
thwaite, and Corney. In 1673-4 William Pennington, 
Esq., had twelve hearths, and William Pennington of 
Seaton, Esq., had eight hearths, both at Muncaster. In 
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167o Miles Pennington administered the goods of his sister 
Anne Pennington of Seaton, who was not mentioned in 
the pedigree of 1665. Myles himself had a son Lawson 
baptised at Bootle in 1676, which adds another name. 
There is a gap until 1747, when we find George Pennington, 
an infant, lord of the manor of Seaton. On March 22nd, 
1753, he was dead, his two sisters, Margery and Elizabeth,. 
being then ladies of the manor. In 1757 Elizabeth married. 
Farrer Wren, Esq., of Binchester, co. Durham, and before 
July 3rd, 1759, Margery had married Myles Sandys, Esq., 
of Graythwaite. These conveyed the manor to John 
Pennington, Esq., afterwards Lord Muncaster, and on 
June, 24th, 1802, it was sold to John Wakefield, junior,. 
of Kendal, merchant, whose descendant still held it on 
December loth, 1875. 

There were other Penningtons in the district, and not-
ably a yeoman family at Biggard Mire in Ulpha, but the 
village of Pennington is not far distant, and these may 
have sprung from some quite separate family taking its 
name from that locality. 
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