
202 

ART. XIV.—Shag Registers. By Miss NOBLE. 

Communicated at Carlisle, September 8th, 1910. 

THE parish of Shap is a very wide one, and has the 
 distinction of comprising within its area the highest 

hamlet in. England, that of Hardendale, from which it 
extends in an unbroken line of common to the top of 
High Street. One side of Wet Sleddale, Mosedale, and 
Mardale are within the bounds of the ancient royal forest 
of Thornthwaite. Through this two roads join at the top 
of Long Sleddale, one over Gatescarth from Mardale and 
one from Shap, which is joined at Mosedale by one from 
Swindale. Until the control of the roads passed from the 
villagers into the hands of the District Councils, these 
roads were kept in passable repair by Shap ratepayers, 
but they are now sadly in need of attention. 	The 
gradients would prevent their being used for general 
traffic, but a little repair each year would keep them 
passable for carts and also keep them open for the public 
access to very fine mountain scenery from which in some 
districts there seems a fear of their being excluded. Will 
not the District Councils attend to what are indubitably 
ancient highways ? 

There seem to have been chapels in Mardale and Swin- 
dale from an early period, but the registers were all kept 
at Shap. The great north road from the south to Scot-
land passes through the town, accounting for many entries 
of soldiers and others not properly belonging to the 
locality. The registers disclose the fact that an officer of 
Excise was stationed in the town. 

We also find that the abbey was still occupied at an 
early period after the dissolution. At one time three 
distinct families are registered as living there, including a 
Wharton and an English. 
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The old word "bedlamer" is frequently used to describe 
an imbecile. 

Many of the families, who received pensions when the 
monks were turned out, continued to live in the locality, 
and some are still to be found. Of these, and others-
whose names are recorded throughout, are Aray, Lowis, 
Robinson, Castley, Docker, Powley, Noble, Sanderson, 
&c. That Shap was never a wealthy place is seen from 
the State Papers (Border Series), where the numbers of 
men liable for border service against the Scots with their 
arms are given. It is remarkable that in Barton, Askham, 
Lowther, Bampton, and Clifton the names of these men 
or of their representatives liable to provide a substitute 
are mentioned, and thus we have a fair idea of " who was 
who " at the period. In Shap, Overton, Crosby Ravens-
worth, &c., no names are to be found. The numbers in 
Shap were :—" Horsemen with nags and bows furnished, 
18: Same unfurnished, ii. With nags and bills fur-
nished, 5. Footmen with bows unfurnished 25, with bills. 
unfurnished 53, without all furniture 4." A good many 
Bampton people are included under " Helton Flechane," 
but the names mentioned as of Bampton itself and their 
localities are :—" 29 furnyshed with nagges and bowes, 8 
with nagges and bylles, and 2 with nagges and speres, 51 
footemen with bowes, and 5o footemen with bylles," so 
that practically all were armed in some way. This muster 
was 'taken 
Within the west and mydle Wardes of the County of Westmerlande: 
before us John Mydleton, Lancelot Pickeringe, Richard Dudley, and 
John Rigg Esquires, by vertue of Commission to us directed from 
the Right Hon. the Lord Scroope, Lord Warden of the West 
Marches of England forenenste Scotland, the loth of February in-
the xxiij yeare of the reigne of our Sovereigne Ladye Elizabeth,. 
&c. 

There are few notes in these registers, though one or 
two are interesting :- 
The night between the sixth and seventh of this Inst (October, 1756) 
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was the highest wind ever known in the memory of man which did 
very great damage all over this country. 

1596 The 6th day Randall Brockbank Reder at Mardall son to 
Sir John Brockbank vicar of this pish of Shappe (died). 

1604 Nov 18 James Washington son to Randall Washington now 
dwelling at Threaplands in Crosby Ravensworth. 

1707 Anne daughter of Mr Edward Thompson her Majesty's 
officer of Excise and Anne his wife born at the Vicarage 21st day of 
March was baptized the 24th day of April 1707 by T. Wearing vicar 
of Bampton. [She was born in Mr. Dalton's house, which during 
his time and for some time after was called the vicarage, and not in 
the ancient vicarage.] 

July 18 1596 Agnes Holme daughter of Robert layt Reder or 
Mrdall. 

There are numerous Salkeld entries prior to 1600, and a 
good many Whartons are recorded. " Mayster Rychard" 
had nine children ; then his wife died, and he married 
again, as another child is baptised in 1619. He lived at 
the abbey, and so apparently did a John English at the 
same time. In 1590 Thomas Wharton of Kendal married 
Isabel Sharparrowe. In 1595 Mr. Thomas Warkupp and 
Mistress Francis Wharton of Cowbye were married ; in 
1598 Randall Washington and Elizabeth Wharton, &c. 

The first volume is fragmentary, beginning in the middle 
of what is by inference the year 1558, as the next year 
given is 1559. It ends in 1620, and then follows a gap of 
42 years, and as there is no cover it is probable many 
pages at each end of the original volume are missing. I 
was able to fill up one or two years missing at a later 
period from the diocesan abstracts, showing that some 
sort of record must have existed. 

The names are, many of them, unusual. We have 
Sharparrow, Lickbarrow, Brammowe, Growbye, Claw-

.cell, and Bowete ; and the territorial ones of Sleddale, 
Naddale, Meason, Morland, Sulbye, Whinfell, Hucke, 
Westgarth, Coptwhaite, Thwaites, Barwick (often spelt 
Berwick), Kendall, Bowness, Torvil, Warcupp, and 
•Cloudesdale. Of place-names there are Burlandrnore, 
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Burnandmore, Righole, Rigghead, Longrigge, Skaryat, 
Girnes, Fuddrigbank, Goatbuy, Hundest, The Wray, and 
Stood ran ke. 

A few notes from various State Papers, giving a little 
early insight in the affairs of the abbey and neighbour-
hood are, I think, worth adding. We find in Magna 
Britannia that 
Robert de Vipont a Parliamentary Baron and a person much in 
favour with King John was lord of the town as part of the Barony 
of Appleby and it seems on some occasion laid up his arms (for he 
was a very warlike person) in the Abbey of Hep. He died indebted to 
King Hen 3 Reg 12 in the sum of 19971 11s 6d, five great horses, and 
five tun of wine ; whereupon the King after his death, sent his pre-
cept to the Abbot of Hep, to deliver up all the arms belonging to 
the said Robert which were in his custody, to his bailiff to be kept 
in his Castles. 

Nicolson and Burn tell us that whilst the manor of 
Shap belonged to Shap Abbey, the manor of Hardendale 
and Wastdale belonged to Byland Abbey in Yorkshire. 
Thomas son of Gospatrick gave some lands in Shap to this Abbey 
and possibly he gave Hardendale and Wasdale also. After the 
dissolution Henry 8th in the 35th  year of his reign granted to 
Christopher Crackenthorp of Newbiggin Esquire and his heirs (in 
whose family it still remains, 1910) the manor of Hardendale and 
Wastdale, otherwise Hardenesdale together with all the messuages, 
tenements and hereditaments in the tenure and possession of Thomas 
Sanderson, Michael Sanderson, John Kytchyn, Henry Coperthwaite, 
William Kytchyn, John Sanderson, William Lowes, William Atkyn-
son, Thomas Robinson, Christopher Winter, Simon Lykbarry, John 
Lykbarry, Michael Pullo, Richard Washington, Thomas Byrkhead, 
Edward Lowther, and Miles Howe, lying and being in Hardendale 
and Wasdale, together with all knights fees, escheats, reliefs, heriots, 
court leet, and view of frank pledge, assize of bread, beer, and ale, 
waifs, estrays, free warren, and all other rights in Hardendale Was-
dalefoot and Wasdalehead, paying to the King his heirs and succes-
sors 165 yearly into the court of augmentation. 

All these names are to be found in the register, and. 
several are still represented in Shap. The way in which 
these monks gradually enriched themselves is seen in, 
some of the following extracts from the Patent Rolls :— 
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1289. Licence for the alienation in mortmain to the Abbot and 
,convent of Heppe by Nicholas de Arturett of a messuage and 20 
acres of land in Renegill, by Roland de Paton of two messuages and 
15 acres of land there, and by Robert de Wintonia of a messuage 
and 12 acres of land there of their own fee. 

1290. Licence for the alienation in mortmain by Isabella late 
wife of Roger de Clifford the younger to the abbot and convent of 
Heppe of the advowson of the church of Warchcopp. 

1295. Protection to the abbot of Heppe [amongst others] who 
granted to the King one tenth in aid of the Holy Land. 

1329, Nov. 16th. Pardon to Gilbert de Colwen for departing the 
realm in the time of the layt King and adhering to his enemies the 
'Scots and restitution to hirn of the lands which he held in Shap 
Westmorland. 

The Rev. F. W. Ragg has kindly given me some further 
particulars of notes he took in an inquisition of 1336 
(To Edward III.). The king orders his escheator to 
enquire whether it would be prejudicial to him or to any 
one else if he gave lèave to Gilbert, son of Gilbert de 
Culewen, to grant to the abbot and convent of Hepp the 
five acres of land and 15 acres of waste in Hepp which 
Edith, widow of Gilbert, held for life, after her death, and 
the jury say no one would be hurt by it. Edith died in 
1352, and the inquisition after her death says she held ro 
messuages, and 20 bovates of land in Shap and one-eighth 
of the manor of Bampton Patrick for life. 

Then in 1357 (3o Edward III.) an inquisition was held 
to settle "whether, if the king permitted Gilbert de Cule-
wenne to exchange his manor of Shapp with the abbey 
for one-fourth of the manor of Bampton Patrick which 
the abbey held, it would be prejudicial to anybody, and 
the jury say it would not, and the exchange no doubt was 
made." It seems not improbable that the cross formerly 
standing on Knipe Moor marked the boundary of this 
.exchange. 

The Culwens seem to have inclined favourably towards 
the Scots, as it might be politic to do at that period. Mr. 
Ragg mentions another, John of Preston Patrick, who was 
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in trouble on this account in the early part of the reign of 
Edward III. 

138o, June 22. Grant to the mayor and burgesses of Appelbye in 
compassion of their impoverishment by pestilence, by removals, and 
by the wars with Scotland, of a moiety of the profit pertaining to 
the King from forfeitures incurred by merchants and others carrying 
their goods from thence to Kyrkeby Stephen, Overton, Crosby 
ravenswarth, Banton, Shapp, and Morland, and selling them upon 
the Sundays in the churchyards and elsewhere as found upon 
enquiry by Roger de Clifford Knight, Hugh de Louther Knight, 
Thomas de Sandford, William de Lancastre, and Henry de Threl-
keld, justices appointed by the King in the county of Westmorland. 

In 1381 is a similar notice with the additional words:— 

That divers merchants take their goods from the town of Appelby 
,(held at fee farm by the burgesses) and without licence. 

1382, Oct. 28. Licence for the alienation in mortmain by John 
del Ryg of four messuages and five acres of land, four of meadow, 
and 12 of pasture in Shap and Slegill not held in chief of the yearly 
value of 7s as appears by inquisition of Gilbert de Culwen escheator 
of the county of Westmorland to the abbot and convent of Heppe in 
part satisfaction viz. 36s 8d yearly of lands to the value of ío1 which 
they had licence by letters patent of Edward 2nd to acquire in 
mortmain. 

There are various other notices referring to this, with 
the addition " Expectant on the demise of Eda, late wife 
of Gilbert." 

The next entry deals with what must have been a 
serious breach of the law :-1394,  June 25. Pardon to 
John Patrickson indicted (with his brother) for various 
thefts, also for " burning the house of Robert, abbot of 
Hepp, at Shap on Monday after St Lawrence in the tenth 
year." Later, the brother also was pardoned. 

On March 8th, 1653, John Jackson begs leave to prove 
before the County Committee the incumbrances on his 
estate for which he wishes to compound, granted ; on 
July 12th, begs to compound on survey of his estate, 
which is in the last act of sale. August 12th, fine at two- 
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sixths, £50 7s. 6d. September 2nd, paid and estate dis-
charged .(State Payers, Green's Domestic Series). This 

John Jackson is amongst the list of delinquents and papists 
in Westmorland sent by the County Committee for com-
pounding—" list of 46 del and P " in Westmorland whose 
estates are under sequestration, 22 of whom are named in 
the list of April 13th, 1648. He was connected with the 
Salkelds, as we find in 1581 " Francis Salkeld of Grange 
and Margaret Jackson of this parish were married." There 
seems a probability that one of his wives (he had three) 
was a Salkeld, as their property at Stanegarth came to 
the Jacksons. He also appears to have been the father of 
the noted schoolmasters, Richard Jackson of Appleby and 
Thomas Jackson of Bamnpton. His pardon, with the 
royal seal affixed, is in Latin, most beautifully engrossed,. 

and is in the possession of one of his descendants in 
Bampton. 
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