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ART. XXVIII.—On some Interments near Hyning, West-
morland. By PROFESSOR T. M`KENNY HUGHES, 
M.A., F.R.S., F.S.A., F.G.S. 

Read at Carlisle, April iith, 1912. 

IN laying the pipes for the new water-supply for" 
Hyning, near Beathwaite Green, in Westmorland, 

in the summer of 1911 a trench was dug about 3° W. of 
Magnetic N. across the pasture land on the north side 
of the wood that borders the drive up to the house. 
It was reported that bones had been turned out at several 
places in this field, but no definite evidence was obtained 
until within about 29 yards of the point where the trench 
was taken through the wall of the wood. Here it cut 
across the legs of four skeletons, A, B, C, D, which were 
lying parallel to one another 3.5° N. of Magnetic E., 
and therefore almost at right angles to the direction 
of the trench. In digging the trench the legs only were 
cut across ; and, by the kind permission of Mr. James 
Gandy, of Heaves, on whose property they occurred, 
I had the opportunity of opening the undisturbed parts 
and observing the mode of occurrence and conditions 
of the remains. 

The distance between the graves was not uniform, 
but ranged from i ft. 6 ins. to 4 ft. 9 ins. with a depth 
of about 2 feet. 

The bodies were oriented, the heads being to the 
west ; but this does not certainly indicate Christian 
burial, though it makes it probable. 

In A there was a good, clean skull, but broken up. 
In B there were some large slabs and rough stones 

artificially laid one above the other close to the head, 
but clear of it. The skull and bones were small and thin, 
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but some of the teeth were much worn as though by long 
use. In this grave a small fragment of reddish pottery 
with criss-cross markings was found. 

In C the skull and bones were larger and stronger than 
in the others. Their crushed and decayed condition 
was probably due to the shallowness of the graves, the 
movement of the soil and the percolation of water. 

There was nothing found with the skeletons to indicate 
their age except the one fragment of pottery in B, and 
this was probably in the soil, and had nothing to do with 
the interments. 

The " Coin " mentioned in the newspapers was found 
in the surface soil much lower down the hill. It seems 
to be a York token. 

Many years ago a cist with human remains was opened 
on one of the moraine mounds between Hyning and 
Levens, and in 1904 I published, in these Transactions, 
N.S. iv., pp. 71  and 201, an account of two small cairns 
which I opened on Sizergh Fell behind Hyning. Those 
I referred to the late Neolithic* and the Bronze Age.t 

Though the position of the skeletons now found might 
seem to indicate Christian burial, there was not, till 
recently, any church nearer than Heversham, on the other 
side of the valley, nor have I heard of any tradition except 
that of fighting or pestilence to account for the inter-
ment of bodies here. But their mode of occurrence does 
not agree with the hurried burial of people plague-stricken 
or slain in .  battle, while the want of uniformity in the 
distance between the graves points to similar interments 
at irregular intervals of time. 

I have deposited the remains, for the present, in the 
Museum of Human Anatomy at Cambridge, where they 
are under the charge of Professor Macalister, who told 
me that they were of the same type as the mixed Scandi- 

*No. 2 on plan, Art. XXVII. 
t No. z on plan, Art. XXVII. 
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navian race still found in that district. They may well 
have belonged to the inhabitants of a remote and isolated 
village, such as we know Beathwaite Green to have been 
through the Middle Ages, when there was not easy access 
to the other side of the river, and that or perhaps other 
circumstances, such as an interdict, may have interfered 
with interment in consecrated ground. 

I would take this opportunity of protesting against 
the falsification of place names which has been intro-
duced here. The ancient name of this village was 
Beathwaite, probably of Danish origin and meaning 
Bega's Clearing ; the small common was known as 
Beathwaite Green. There are two old fortified residences 
on either side of the river Kent, below the village, the 
one known as Levens and the other as Nether Levens, 
and this name has been recently given to the village 
and parish of Beathwaite, to which the word Levens 
as usually explained could not apply. 
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