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ART. IV.—On the occurrence of a portion of the Skull and 
Antlers of Red-deer of exceptionally large size in the 
Estuary of the Gilpin. By PROFESSOR T. MCKENNY 
HUGHES, M.A., F.R.S., F.S.A., F.G.S. 

Read at Carlisle, June 27th, 1912. 

ANY one travelling north by train, from Arnside to 
Kendal, may see on the other side of the water, 

as he is passing along the margin of the estuary of the 
Kent, near Sandside Station, a sea wall thrown up to 
protect the low land which extends from the foot of the 
crags of Meathop up to the present tidal channel. He 
will notice that this wall is interrupted for a considerable 
distance, and on closer inspection he can clearly read, 
in undermined and uprooted piles and broken masses 
of masonry lying about, the story of the combination 
of wind and tide which caused the sea to overflow the 
bank, tear out a great. gap, and take back into the open 
estuary what had been enclosed and cultivated years 
before with great labour and at great expense. 

The sea outside rose higher than the enclosed land 
behind the bank, and, when a breach had been made, 
it rushed through the gap and fell in a tremendous water-
fall upon the soft alluvial silt, scooping out, where it 
entered, a hole some 6o feet in depth. 

Out of this there was washed a portion of the skull 
of a stag with the whole of one antler attached and about 
half of the other. This was a conspicuous object, and 
fortunately attracted the attention of an inhabitant of 
Beathwaite Green, from whom it was secured for me by 
Mrs. Benson of Hyning. 

These antlers were chiefly remarkable for their great 
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thickness. They were not much longer than others 
which have been found in the Fens of Cambridgeshire, 
being only 33 inches from the base of the burr to the 
highest point. Round the burr, however, they measured 
I2-1- inches, that is only 2  inch less than the large Irish 
Elk in the Sedgwick Museum. Round the shank, just 
below the bez-antler, they were 6-i inches. 

It is interesting to note that the Fen stags were much 
larger than any found in Scotland at the present time. 
The skeleton of an average Fen stag stands 48 inches 
as compared with 39, the height of an average modern 
Scotch stag. This degeneracy has been by some accounted 
for by the ambition of deer stalkers to secure the largest 
and finest heads, so that the best get killed off. 

The Gilpin stag, judging from what has been preserved 
of him, must have been enormously greater than any 
now found in Scotland, and even than the largest Fen 
specimen known. It resembled in size the splendid 
stags which we now and then hear of as killed in the 
forests of Hungary. Some very large antlers are recorded 
from cave deposits in England, and one of about the same 
size as that from the Gilpin was not long ago found in 
a fissure in the rock at Mount Sorrel. 

It is a pity that there was no one to search the washed-
out silt of the Gilpin for the rest of the bones, which we 
might have expected to find there, for these were not 
shed antlers ; also for other remains which might have 
helped us to make out the age of the deposit and the 
conditions which prevailed in the Gilpin valley in those 
days. 

Some interesting questions are raised in this connection. 
The Duddon sands, the Leven sands, and the estuary of 
the Kent and Gilpin are all what the Americans call 
" drowned " valleys, that is, valleys which, long after 
they had been scooped out by their rivers, were sub-
merged so that the river could cut no deeper but only 

 
tcwaas_002_1913_vol13_0006



PORTION OF SKULL AND ANTLERS OF RED-DEER. 61 

helped the advancing sea to silt up the valley, forming 
bars and banks and shoals, and at last alluvial plains 
and peat bogs. 

Before the land went down and let the sea over-run 
the low lands and creep up the valleys to the foot of 
the mountains, these were tributaries of the great valley 
which now forms the central deep of the Irish Channel. 

Such valleys cannot be formed under the sea, so we 
must speculate, at any rate, upon such amount of eleva-
tion as would allow Ireland and England to be united—
and of course the Lake mountains were raised in pro-
portion. The mountain slopes in summer and the rich 
lowlands in winter, with extensive woodlands on both, 
would have furnished a suitable home over which his 
ancestors may have roamed, but the silt of the Gilpin, 
in which this stag was found, cannot have been formed 
till the whole of the great valley between England and 
Ireland and the tributary valleys, among them that of 
the Gilpin, had sunk beneâth the waves. For not till 
then could the estuarine silt have been formed in which 
the Gilpin stag was found. Thus by geographical reason-
ing we can assign a relative age to this interesting specimen. 
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