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ART. X.—The Newton Arlosh Pitcher. By J. C. VARTY-
SMITH. 

AN interesting earthenware pitcher, pertaining to the 
fourteenth century, was dug up in the spring of 

1907 by Mr. William Hodgson of West House, Newton 
Arlosh, Cumberland, whilst carting sand from the marsh 
for building purposes. The sandpit in which the pitcher 
was found, is situated on the marsh near the entrance, 
and about three-quarters of a mile north of the village, 
and at a place marked on the maps as the site of ancient 
salt or evaporating pans. That many of these existed 
on this part of the coast is evidenced by old place-names, 
such as Saltcoats, the hamlet adjoining Newton Arlosh. 

The present writer examined the place in which the 
pitcher was found, digging down to the depth of some 
feet and finding, below the surface, layers of burnt clay, 
charcoal, and salt-glazed clinkers, proving that the place 
in which the jug was found was the site of an old salt pan. 
It is quite possible that this jug or pitcher was used by a 
salt-maker and lost through the action of those devastat-
ing tides of which we read as breaking down the old sea 
dykes of Skinburness, drowning many of the workmen, 
washing away the salt-pans, and causing waste and 
destruction to acres of land. 

The pitcher, which is still in the possession of the 
finder, is composed of light terra-cotta clay. It has 
been turned on the wheel and was probably manufactured 
in the neighbourhood, as clay is found there and brick-
kilns exist up to the present time. 

In mediæval times land transport of goods was difficult, 
therefore many small local potteries existed, especially 
for the making of pitchers, jugs, beer mugs, and drinking 
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vessels of mean appearance, such as the example under 
consideration. 

The pitcher is Io4 inches in height, Io2 inches in 
circumference at the largest part, and 4 inches across 
the mouth. The handle, which is very rudely made 
and put on, is 12 .inches broad. The sides and bottom 
are covered by a greenish-yellow translucent lead glaze 
which has run in places towards the mouth, showing 
that the piece was inverted during the process of firing. 
The interior is unglazed—a common and distinctive 
feature in examples of this period. 

Lead glaze is of great antiquity, and its use was wide-
spread. In 600 B.C. lead formed the glaze for the Baby-
lonian bricks, while some Roman ware, found in this 
country and dating from the second and third centuries 
of our era, was coated with lead glaze. It is generally 
of a yellowish tone, but is often coloured green with 
oxide of copper, and was much used on domestic earthen-
ware in mediæval times. 

Thirteenth-century vessels of this . kind—that is to 
say, a century earlier than the specimen under con-
sideration—were much taller and more slender in form, 
with slightly convex bases ; they stood, in many cases, 
over sixteen inches in height, as seen in well-known 
museum specimens which have been found containing 
coins belonging to the thirteenth century. Pitchers of 
the fourteenth century seem to have a tendency to 
become broader and shorter ; of which the Newton Arlosh 
pitcher represents a common type. 
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