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ART. XVII.—S. Michael's, Addingham. By the REV. T. 
W. STEPHENSON, Vicar. 

Read at the Church, September 6th, 1912. 

COMPARATIVELY little is known in regard to the 
fabric of this church. It would be in existence in 

the thirteenth century, since, in 1282, it is mentioned in 
the confirmation grant to the Priory of Carlisle, " cum 
Capella sua de Salkeld." 

The List of Rectors and Vicars goes back to that 
year (1282), the earliest known rector being Eustachius 
de Trewik ; see the Registers of Bp. Halton (Bp. of 
Carlisle, 1292-1325) . Adam  de Wygton, vicar, was 
buried in the churchyard in 1362. 

The advowson of the church, formerly vested in the 
Lord of the Manor, was granted by Christiana, widow 
of Thomas Lascells, and at the time wife of " Robert 
Brus " the Competitor, to the Prior and Convent of St. 
Mary, Carlisle ; and, as stated above, this grant was 
confirmed by Bishop Irton of Carlisle in 1282. 

The " Capella de Salkeld " mentioned above, having 
been polluted, in 136o, by the shedding of blood, and the 
Parish Church being " at a great distance," the Vicar, 
Adam de . Wygton, was allowed to officiate in his own 
house until the interdict was removed from the chapel ; 
see the Register of Bishop Welton (Bishop of Carlisle, 
1353-1363) . This chapel (and probably also a village 
called Addingham) was situated on the east bank of the 
river Eden, and in all probability the present bed of the 
river covers the site of the ancient chapel. There are, 
near this supposed site, three fields which still bear the 
names Chapel-flatt, Kirk Meadow and Kirkbank. I am 
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told that within the recollection of the present generation 
the river has extended its course at this place some six 
feet or more on its eastern bank. Traces of masonry, 
lime, etc., have been seen ; also pieces of cemented 
stonework have been observed in the bed of the river ; 
and within the last zo or 3o years teeth and bones, said 
to have been human, have been found. Some years ago 
an old inhabitant told me he (or his brother) had se,en 
large flat stones with " foreign lettering " used for draining 
in the fields mentioned above. 

To go back to the church : the bells are mentioned 
by Whitehead in these Transactions (o.s., ix., p. 475). 
The registers, much defaced and damaged by damp, 
go back to 16o2. The church plate consists of a chalice, 
with a paten or chalice cover, each of which is dated 
1612. There is also a larger paten, the gift of " C. 
Lumley " ; the only mention of this name I have found 
in the registers is the entry of the burial of Mrs. Catherine 
Lumley, of Little Salkeld, on January zoth, 1714. This 
lady may have been the donor of the paten, especially 
as the Hall-mark is, I believe, of the reign of Queen 
Anne. 

Unfortunately there is little reference in the parish 
books to either structural alterations or other so-called 
improvements in the fabric of the church. 

In 1786 a vestry meeting was called to take into con-
sideration whether the church porch " should be at the 
west end or remain where it now stands." The proposi-
tion to remove the porch was carried with one dissentient. 
In an engraving of the church published in Leath Ward 
in 184o, no porch is visible on the south side ; it evidently 
therefore still remained at the west end. Traces of this 
porch are seen on the west wall. There is no record of 
the erection of the porch where it now stands. 

In his book on " Great Salkeld, its Rectors and History," 
Canon Loftie says :— 
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On the chancel roof coping of Addingham there is cut the date 
1786, plainly intimating that the gable between the nave and. 
the chancel was raised at this time from the very low pitch of 
the ancient leaden roof, which can still be traced in the east wall. 
At this time, no doubt, the wide arch was inserted below to 
support it ; the original arch, which would be much narrower, 
having been, as was the case at Gt. Salkeld some time before, 
altogether removed. 

rn confirmation of the above, a document exists, dated 
1786, in which an agreement is entered into " to re-roof 
the church and erect a chancel arch for the sum of four 
guineas. 

In 1898, during the incumbency of the present vicar, 
X500 was spent on the fabric and interior fittings of the 
church : the chancel roof was re-built, the old flat white-
washed ceilings in both chancel and nave were removed, 
and the present ceilings were erected. An ornamental 
chancel arch of plaster in imitation Norman style was 
removed, and the stone arch (presumably of 1786) was 
exposed and re-dressed. The organ, which formerly 
stood in the chancel, was removed to where it now stands, 
the north wall of the chancel being partly removed and 
the vestry roof raised for its accommodation. 

At the south end of the north wall there are traces of 
a former doorway. Is there any foundation for the 
theory that such a door existed in close proximity to the 
font, in order that the evil spirit, driven forth from the 
newly baptized child, might thus find its way out of the 
sacred building ? 

NOTE ON THE EARLY CROSS-FRAGMENTS AT ADDINGHAM 

CHURCH ; BY W. G. COLLINGWOOD. 

The two fragments now in the porch are the upper and lower 
parts of a fine cross-shaft, once a tall and beautifully executed 
work of the Anglian style, dating from the eighth century A.D., 
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CROSS IN ADDINGHAM CHURCHYARD. 

Phot. by W. L. Fletcher. TO FACE P. I65. 

 
tcwaas_002_1913_vol13_0019



S. MICHAEL'S, ADDINGHAM. 	 165 

or at least early in the ninth. The cross-head now standing 
in the churchyard is of much later date. The greater part of 
its shaft is lost, and the clumsiness of its form is chiefly owing 
to the fact that it does not represent the original design in full. 

LOWER PART OF ANGLIAN CROSS 
IN ADDINGHAM CHURCH. 

At the same time it is a work of the transition period, when the 
elegance of Anglian art was lost, and the vigour and picturesque-
ness of the Viking Age style had not been developed. The 
wheel, tentatively fitted to a late Anglian " hammer-head " ; 
the meaningless spirals, into which the Anglian scrolls degenerated ; 
the clumsy plaits (on the edges) and the irregular crosslet (on 
the back), apparently not intended as a swastika, all point to 
this transition age ; and the date may be given provisionally 
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as the earlier part of the tenth century. It is obvious that the 
three-stepped socket-stone into which it has been fitted is not 
its original base, and that the monument as it stands is a com-
paratively modern reconstruction. The Rev. T. W. Stephenson 
has recently learnt from a parishioner of the age of 77 that her 
father's uncle, George Percival, who was parish clerk in the 
early years of last century, brought this cross-head from the 
river side, and set it up to mark the graves of his family. This 
lends some confirmation to the statement of Jefferson (Leath 
Ward, pp. 325, 332) that it was said to have come from the old 
chapel by the banks of the Eden. Jefferson also mentions that 
at the west end of the church there was " a gravestone orna-
mented with flowing lines or scrolls," perhaps one of the Anglian 
fragments now in the porch, though it is not known whence 
these came. Nor is the provenance known of the tenth-century 
shaft-fragment now in Carlisle Museum, which was formerly 
built into Mr. W. E. Rowley's house at Glassonby (these Trans-
actions, N.S., i., p. 289). It is possible that all these fragments 
came from the old chapel by the Eden, which was perhaps the 
site of a religious foundation not very much younger than the 
Anglian monastery at Dacre, mentioned by Bede. 
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