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ART. X.—Neolithic Implements in Furness. By JOHN 
DOBSON. 

Communicated at Carlisle, April loth, 1913. 

A STONE HAMMER FOUND AT BACKBARROW. 

DURING the dry summer of 1911, a party of boys was 
playing in the bed of the River Leven at Backbarrow, 

when one of them, a son of Mr. Thomas Wilkinson, picked 
up a perforated stone which on further examination 
proved to be the " mouth " end of a stone hammer, the 
pointed or wedge-shaped end being broken away. The 
tool has been fashioned from a dark, hard, close-grained 
cobble. In its present condition it is 51- inches long, 
though when perfect it was probably about 92  inches. 
At its widest part, 24 inches from the mouth, it measures 
41 inches across and from this point it tapers at an angle 
of about 20° from the perpendicular both towards the 
mouth which is not flat but rounded, and towards the apex, 
where it probably terminated like a blunt wedge. The 
thickness where it is still perfect is 24 inches, and it seems 
to have been formed out of a small boulder, the original 
shape of which required but little working to bring it 
into the form desired by the maker. It is pierced by 
a beautifully symmetrical hole, 14 inches by i 2, bevelled 
from both sides. This hole has evidently been formed 
first by chipping and then by means of a sand drill. The 
surface of the tool shows signs in places of shaping by 
rubbing, especially on the faces from ,which the hole is 
pierced, but, considering the symmetry of the whole tool, 
these shapings do not appear to have required any great 
amount of work, the original form of the stone having 
so well lent itself to the design of the workman. 

The fragment weighs 3 pounds io2 ounces, and the 
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STONE HAMMER 
	

POLISHED CELT 
Found at Backbarrow. 	 Found at Bav_ cliffe. 

Phot. by W. G. Atkinson 	 TO FACE P. 272. 
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tool when perfect probably weighed about half as much 
more, say 5 2  pounds. From the condition of the mouth 
the implement does not appear to have been used on 
anything harder than wood or leather, or, at the most, 
bone or soft sandstone, as it is in no way chipped or pitted, 
though both of the flattened faces have lost a considerable 
amount of their originally polished surface. 

A POLISHED CELT FROM BAYCLIFF. 

When repairing a fence wall on the limestone moory 
enclosure called Baycliff Haggs, lying half-a-mile to the 
west of the village of Baycliff on the Furness shore of 
Morecambe Bay, Mr. James Fell, of Seawood Farm, 
picked out from among the rubble a very handsome 
Neolithic celt. The tool is 6 s  inches long and 2i inches 
wide where the cutting edge has been developed, tapering 
to 1 s  inch where it is rounded off with a blunt edge at 
the narrow end, and its greatest thickness is i4 inch. It 
weighs 124 ounces. It has been formed out of a piece of 
hard mudstone or fine-grained slate and is smoothly 
polished all over, except a few small patches, mostly near 
the narrower end, where to have rubbed down the stone 
sufficiently to remove all roughness would have robbed 
the tool of its symmetry and lessened its strength. 

The cutting edge, which is not quite symmetrical 
though beautifully curved, is very sharp and quite perfect 
except for a small piece chipped out near one side and 
apparently quite recently done, as it shows the dark 
colour of the stone which is masked elsewhere by the 
drab-coloured patina which has formed over the whole 
surface in the course of ages. This celt is one of the 
most perfect specimens of Neolithic workmanship ever 
discovered in the district and almost the exact replica 
of one found in a crevice of the limestone in the same 
neighbourhood by the late William Postlethwaite of 
Scales some fifteen or twenty years ago. 
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