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ART. XII.--The Cumberland Yeoman in Past Times. By 
FRANCIS GRAINGER. 

Communicated at Carlisle, April loth, 1913. 

IN a former volume of these Transactions (N.s., ix.) 
some account was given of agriculture in Cumberland 

in ancient times. This article is intended to illustrate, 
with a few quotations from unpublished sources, some 
of the legal conditions and limitations under which 
the yeoman of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
carried on his work as a farmer. 

Under the feudal system and its surviving institutions 
the seventeenth century yeoman was dependent on the 
Court Leet and Court Baron for the good government of 
the Manor. It was, with the help of the Jury chosen 
from the Tenants themselves, the Petty Session Court, 
the County Court and the District Council of those days. 

Curia tent. tertio die 8bris An. Dom. 1657. We present and 
put in paine That no p'son and p'sons soever shall give or cause 
to be given any offence in open Court by threatening or railing 
att any p'son or otherwise offending ye Court shall be amercyed 
for ev'y default 6/8. 

Strict orders were laid down for the Bailiff : 

Item. That no bailiffe or other officer or Collector do distresse 
any mans plough, cattell or sheep for any Debt or assessment 
so long as he may find an other distress or Cattell sufficient whereof 
to levey the Debt or Assessmt upon pain for every default 6/8. 

Mills and Moulter. Item, that no Miller or under Miller take 
any toll at Milne, but according to ye custom of ye Nation at ye 
loth Corn or ye 24th Corn, and y° measure whereby he shall take 
his toll shall agree w'h y" just and right measure of England and 
he shall take it by ye Strike & not by ye heap, upon Pain for every 
default 6/8. 
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282 THE CUMBERLAND YEOMAN IN PAST TIMES. 

Hue and Cry. That every Tenant or other inhabitant neglect-
ing their duty or right in their several Turnes or ye Constable or 
any other p'son refusing to raise Hue and Cry after a felon, or 
to follow ye same shall be amercyed for every default 6/8. 

Hunting 6- Hawking. Item, that none shall hunt or hawke-
wt'' Greyhounds Setting Dogs or Spaniells in any ground where 
Corn or any other grain shall then grow, except in his own. 
grounds upon paine of 6/8. 

Mending of Hieway. Item, That every Inhabitant or young 
Man out of Service upon Notice or warning given by the Constable-
Churchwardens or other officer to assemble themselves at ye day, 
time and place wth such Tools as shall be needfull for repairing: 
and maintaining ye hieways upon paine of 6/8. 

The care that the tenement should not be unduly 
subdivided is provided for as follows :- 

Inmates. That no Tenent or other Inhabitant take any inmate. 
to dwell in any of his houses upon pain of 6/8 for every default_ 

False Weights and Measures. Item, That what p'son or p'sons 
shall at any time use false Ballance, false Measures and Weights. 
and those wch  have double measures, and buy wth ye greater & 
sell with ye less shall be amercyed every default 6/8. 

Item, That no p'son or p'sons shall stop or Straiten any hieway 
or path shall be amercyed for every default 6/8. 

Item, That wht p'son or p'sons shall take any Doves by engines. 
in winter shall be amercyed for every default 6/8. 

Imp's, evy Towneshippe or Graveshippe shall keep up their 
Pound foulds upon payne of Amercyment to the Kings Ma'ties 
use for evy default vii. viiid. Item, we order that evy year a Pounder 
be appoynted by the Tennants by course as formerly to look to-  
the meadows upon payne of payeing to the Kings Ma'ties use 
in whose default the same shall happen vis. viiid. 

In the seventeenth century the Copyholder had his, 
equivalent to the present County Court in the Court 
Baron of his Manor, where actions of debt, trespasses and. 
assaults, in which claims up to 4os. (which was a large 
sum in those days) could be tried. Here are some 
extracts from a seventeenth century Court :- 

Thomas Chambers sues John Wilkinson for qs. for a serk. unsuit.. 
Wm. Penrice sues Robt Robinson for a daies waiges 8d. Recov. 7d. 
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Andrew Devies sues John Challinor for ios. lent money. Recov.-
Io/-. 

Richard Glaisters sues Andrew Burgh for 24s. in a horse price.. 
Recov. 23s. 6d. 

Ellin Hewett sues Thos  Cowen for 5s. eaten corne. Recovers 
2S. 4d. 

James Barnes sues Th°. Anderson for 13s for a gunn. Recovers. 
13s. 

Xtopher Perrot sues Thos Atkinson for 16s. 6d. for corne upon. 
p'mise. unsuit. 

The cases are written in a clerkly hand and the Steward. 
jotted down the verdict as he arrived thereat. There 
were some cases which could not be tried in the Manor 
Court ; amongst them the taking or snaring of game 
" unless qualified." By an old statute of Richard II. 
" no artificer or layman not possessing lands to the value 
of 40/- per annum or no clerk not earning 1oß per 
annum " ,could do this.* Accordingly we find in the 
Quarter Sessions Minutes for 

14 Jany 170I. Wheras complaint hath bein made to this Cort 
that several p'sons living within her Ma'tie's Manor of Holm 
Cultram not qualified by law do keep in their houses & custody 
gunns, greyhounds, setter doggs, fferrets, coney-doggs, or other 
doggs, netts, hare pipes, snares or other engines for the taking: 
& killing of conies, hares, pheasants, partridgs & other game & 
praying that the same may be kept & secured for the use of her 
Majesty the Lord of the Manor. 
Ordered that you do search the houses or other places for all such 
doggs gunns &c and destroy the same. 

To Wm. Osmotherley, High Constable of Allerdale below 
Darwent and the Petty Constables of Holm Cultram. 

Any person who had live stock stolen could claim the-
value thereof from the County, as is evidenced by the 
following entry, 12th July, 1736:— 

* In 171r, qualification is mentioned by Addison in The Spectator (No. 122):-
" A yeoman of about an hundred pounds a year, an honest man ; he is just 
withinthe game-act, and qualified to kill an hare or a pheasant . . 
and has been several times foreman of the petty jury." 
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That for the future the County Keeper be not charged with 
paymt of the price of cattle that shall be stolen 20 days before 
any session unless the owner of such cattle petition for payent 
-the next Session after Booking. 

22 May 1699. Stolen. Upon peticion of Bridget Mossop of 
Workinton setting forth that she had a horse stollen or strayed 
out of the townfield of Workinton aforesaid & booked the same 
in due time & proved the Same in Court It is ordered by this 
Court that Thomas Brougham Esq. Keeper for the County doe att 
-or before this next Session pay unto her the said Bridget Mossop 
-the Sum of 	for the said horse. 

The County dealt hardly with horse stealers :- 

14th Jany. 29th George II. King o. Scott. Defendant by 
Verdict found Guilty, ordered to be publickly whipped until 
his body be bloody at the post in the publick market at 
Cockermouth on Monday the 19th inst. between the hours of 
12 & I oclock. 

When a female thief was caught she received a severe 
sentence : witness the following entry. 

-9 April, 1698. Whereas Mary Rickerby of Cardew Lees was 
indicted for stealing one sheepe of the value of 3/- to which in-
-dictment she appeared & pleaded guilty to the value of 35.. 
Whereupon she was ordered to be whipped. These are therefore 
to require you to cause the said Mary Rickerby to be whipped 
on Satterday next at the City of Carlisle through the Market 
place between the hours of eleven and twelve of the clock according 
to law. 

The law stated that blood had to be drawn ! 
Orders for Sunday observance were strict, for under 

(ate August z8th, 1616, " Sir Edward Bromley Knyght 
one of his Ma's Justices of Assizes," ordered the following 
rules to be published, and they were sent down to " my 
very loveing friends Sr Wilfride Lawson, Sr Wm Hutton 
and Sr Richard Musgrave " :- 

Ffirst that no wares nor victualls be shewed or sold upon any 
Sunday necessary victuall only excepted that no burgers shall 
sell any flesh upon Sunday after the second peall to morneing 
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prayer nor yet at any tyme in the afternoone upon any Sabboth 
day and that every person offendinge therein be p'sently brought 
by the Constable before some Justice of the peace to be bound 
by him to the good behaviour and to appeare at the next Assises 
after he is so bound. 

2. That no householder after the beginning of the last peale 
to morneing praier suffer any p'son not beinge of his househould 
to eate drinke or remayne in the house in tyme of divine service 
but shall shut the doores upp to the end that all p'sons wthin 
the house may go to the Church. If any be found in any ale 
house in tyme of dyvine service, the said ale house to be put downe 
and thence fourth not to be licensed agane. 

3. If any ale housekeep' will not suffer the Constable or 
Churchwardings to search there house to see whether good order 
be kept therein, then upon complaint mayd & profe ther of that 
any one justice of peace or more shall discharge the said alehouse 
keep so offending from brewing and not afterwards to be licensed 
agayne. 

4. Every alehouse keep' wth his wife and faymylie shall come 
every Sunday to the Church as well upon payne to loose and 
forfytt 12d. as to be discharged from brewing except they have a 
lawfull and reaseonable excuse to the contrary. 

5. Such p'sons as shall be found walkeinge or idley standing 
by ther in Churchyard or market place in tyme of dyvyne service 
shall pay 12d. a peace and ar to be bound to the good behavyr 
and appear befour the Justices off Assizes. 

6. The Constables Churchwardings or other officers for the 
Church [ 	]or refuse to doe there duties in these .articles 
Such to be bound to appear befour the Justices of Asyze as 
of oursayd. 

7. That there be no pyping dancing bowling beare or bull 
baytinge or any other p'fanation upon the sabbeth day in any 
payrt Of the day or upon any festiall day in tyme of dyven service 
that the said p'son for offending be bound to good behaver and 
to appear as afforesaid, 

8. That the Justices of peace themselves doe some tyme 
search whether the Church Wardens and constables have done 
there duties and that the Minister or curet doe read these orders 
publickly once every quarter of the yeare that they may be 
better remembered and obsarved by the parishoners. 

Yeomen, as well as other inhabitants, had to suffer 
from the defective state of the coinage. 
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-Oct. 1695. Ordered that the Treas. pay the clipt money in his 
hand according to the order of this Cort at five shillings and 
twopence per ounce, and that the High Constable pay in the 
respective sums at the rate of five shillings and twopence per oz. 

Whereas on the 22 April in the 8th year of their present 
Majesty's reign a Purvey was collected in which was short money 

:afterwards. by Act of Parliament 
Allerdale Ward amounted to 16 13 4 
Lost 	 5 i o II 
Leath Ward 	 io 8 4 
Lost 	 z 8 6 

.ordered that the Clerk of the Peace pay out of the money 
collected for Border Service Z27-I-8. 

The Quarter Sessions also fixed the price of grain. 

7th Oct. 1685. A Certificate made to the Court for assorting 
the rates of Corne & Graine according to the late Act of Parliament. 

Wheat 3/8, Rye 2/8, Bigg and Barley 1/8, Beans z/-, Pease 
1/8, Oats 12d. 

Rd Lowry. 
Phillip Stanley. 

Booke Keepers and Bookers appoynted by Mr. Aglionby at 
-Quarter Sessions ; Mr. Rich. Dalton, Booker, Abbey Holme 
Markett. [The other markets mentioned are Carlisle, Cocker-
mouth, Penrith, Whitehaven, Egremont, Kirkoswald, Ravenglass, 
Bootle, Wigton, Ireby, Workington, Keswick, Brampton, Long-
-town and Alston Moore.] 

The prices of corn having been fixed, it was necessary 
to keep up the markets of the County and to maintain 
the tolls on behalf of the Lords of the Manor, and the 
laws against forestalling, i.e. the premature sale or 
purchase of corn or other produce on the way to the 
market, so depriving the proprietor of his tolls, or regrating 
by its resale at a profit in the market it was originally 
intended for by the producer. It is interesting to observe 
that a case of forestalling was brought before Quarter 
Sessions as late as 1740 :-- 

i6 July, 174o. One David Edgar, Riddings, in the said County, 
labourer for forestalling ten pecks of oatmeal value of Zi-5-o, 
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-the said ten pecks of oatmeal before they came to the said 
Markett contrary to the form of the Statute in that case made and 
promulgated against the peace of our Sovereign Lord the King 
his crown and dynasty. No Bill. 

That David Edgar on the i4th June in the i4th year did forestall 
6 pecks of peas the value of 13/-. True Bill. 

The size of the bushel was a source of grievance to the 
farmers of the seventeenth century. In the pleadings 
-of a Tithe Suit of 1604, Tenants of Holm Cultram y. Sir 
Arthur Atye, it is stated 

That the Tenants in the Abbot's time paid their Tithe Meal and 
Tithe Corn by the Abbot's Bushel of 8 Gallons. . . . 

Carlisle Bushel of 20 Gallons the Bushel riseth & falleth so 
-inconvenient that the Land cannot bear the Tithe, according 
to Carlisle measure ; the Carlisle Bushel is contrary to the Statute 
and proclamation. . . 

To prove that the Bushel used in Carlisle is 17 Gallons there 
and is 20 Gallons by the Exchequer Measure and hath risen this 
during these 6o years, and the Bushel of 16 gallons if heaped is 
20 gallons by strike. 	. . 

That the Defendant Baynes, Mayor of Carlisle, during his 
Mayoralty, caused other measures of 8 Gallons after the lesser 
-measure to be made, and gave them to those that kept the measure 
there, that they that would buy might buy with them ; but 
the country desirous to keep the old measure never used the new. 

That these 6o years now last passed, the ancient measure 
used in Carlisle hath been i6 gallons to the Bushel, but by 
Exchequer measure it is 20 gallons : that there are ancient 
prescriptions of Record that the ancient Bushel hath contained 
i6 Gallons. 

That 20 or 3o years now last past and often since those that 
sell Barley & oats have been seen to sell by. the Bushel heaped up. 

It seemeth that some years after the Dissolution in p'son 
Borradell's tyme who was last Aboyt [Abbot] had the same 
Tithes given him instead of his pencion by King Henry ye 8th 
Anno 29 for tearme of his lyfe ; the Measer in Carlell Markett 
was something changed whearby some suits or varieties grewe 
betwixt the said p'son and the p'shoners, and as it seemeth there 
was a meser maid by the then Right honorable Ld. Wharton, 
at that tyme Warden of the Marches, and Mr. Aglionbye of 
Carlyell w-h Lo. Wharton an3 Mr. Aglionbye wear the Commission 
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of the Peche, and that meser was agreeable to the Statute meser 
in the Exchequer and no profe came to the contrarie. 

What uncertayne measures ys & haith bene in the said City-
of Carlell ys apparent . . . as for example whyles this last 
yeare theire was then in the markett these mesers following for 
bying and selling of corne graine viz.—for beenes pease and salt 
a meser called a Bushel about io, 12, 22 gallands for mele, one 
Bushel about io Galland and another Bushel about 22 gallend 
and is yet extant in the keeping & pledges of Uxor Stanwix of 
Carliell and Rich. Kirkbride wyfe of Eilerton, fermours of the 
meall and graine tythe of the dene & Chapter of Carliell, and 
wch they so sould in Carliell markett. There was a BZ contayning 
some tymes of the yeare xx gallands, and at some other tymes 
of the yeare about 16 or 18 gallands wc'` is & was so devized and 
maid according to the Newcastell boulle after the rait of their 
master meser. And in Cockermouthe Market wt'' in the said 
County of Cumberland there is and haith bene lyke uncertaine 
and untrewe mesers for buying & selling corne and graine, viz.—
for benes, pese, wheat, rye and salt about 12 gallons and for 
bige, oits & malte a BZ of 22 gallands or thereabouts. a meser 
soe called a pecke containing about 6 gallands, wch  being formerly 
mesered is counted a Bz., and is more than 24 gallands, soe 
that all the false mesers is derived, counted and soe called to 
be boules in the settie of Yorke and towne of Newcastle upon. 
Tyne. (Holm Cultram papers, No. 133.) 

The farmer of the sixteenth century if he lived near the 
sea-coast, especially in an estuary, had another source 
of income ; and that was from the salt-pans. The 
The evaporation of sea water was practically the only 
means of obtaining salt for domestic purposes ; and three 
hundred years ago the supply of salt was quite as necessary 
as at present, owing for the need for salting meat for 
winter use. The whole of the coast line of Holm Cultram, 
bordering on the estuary of the Waver and Wampool, 
was studded with saltpans, from Angerton to Border. 
The whole were farmed by one man, at a rent in 1572 of 
08 4s. od. a year. This rent was paid in kind, in bushels 
of salt, and each pan had attached to it a peat-moss share 
for which a money rent was paid. I,t would seem that 
the peats were used for heating the pans and evaporating 
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the salt ; and the tenants in the seventeenth century 
stripped the lead from the chapel of Newton Arlosh and 
converted it into salt-pans. John Chambers was the 
farmer of these Saltcotes in the seventeenth century, and 
his " saultbook 	is still extant. The weight sold per 
quarter was about 16o measures, and the price at Raby 
Cote ranged from 9d. to is. per measure. Salt lent itself 
well to excise purposes, though I am not aware that a tax. 
was placed on it before the end of the seventeenth century ; 
but the following extracts from Quarter Sessions Minutes 
shew what was done under date 21st January, 1698 :— 

Whereas an Act of Parliament made in the 7th year of his present 
Majesty's reign for the contributing to his Majesty certain duties 
upon Salt it is there amongst other things enacted that all p'sons 
selling salt (except forreign salt) made for use shall sell the same 
after the rate of 561bs  to the Bushell. 

Whereas complaint hath been made to this Court that Salt 
under color of paying his Majesty's duty for it at the pannes is 
sold at extravagant and unreasonable prices in the respective 
m'ktts within the County to' the great dammage of the County 
and oppression of the poor it is ordered that after the 2nd of 
February noe salt shalbe sold at any panne where salt is made 
within the County for above four shillings fower pence per 
Winchester Bushell, including the King's duty and that the 
Bushell contain 561bs.  Salt to be sold at i±d. per pound, 8/-d. per 
hoop or gallon, and I/31 per stone. Penalty for selling above 
that price 5. 

Here is an entry relating to evasion of duty in 1699 

Whereas upon the information of Edward Beulley Gent. officer, 
for the collecting of the duty upon Salt granted to his Matie by 
a late Act of Parliament setting forth that John Hewitson of the 
Parish of Kirkbride in this County, the elder, John Hewetson 
of the same place Junior, John Pape of the Parish of Holme 
Cultram in the County aforesaid, Robert Benson of the same, 
John Carter of the same, John Peate of the same, and Ann Willis 
of the same, Spinster, all of them Badgers or sellers of salt within 
this County did at a certain time in the said information 
menc'oned c[on]vey or cause to be conveyed by land carriage 

U 

 
tcwaas_002_1914_vol14_0016



290 THE CUMBERLAND YEOMAN IN PAST TIMES. 

to a fair then held at Mosley in the said County several 
quantities of salt, viz., the said John Hewetson 31 Bushels of 
salt Winchester measure, the said Rot Benson the same quantity, 
John Hewetson Jr. and John Pape, John Porter and Ann Willis 
the same qnantity and the said John Peat two Winchester 
Bushel's without any warrant Ticket or Lycense by them or 
any or of them obtained from the Surveyor of Duties by his 
Ma'tie's late Act of Parliament for making it appear 
•either by themselves or by the oathes of creditable witnesses 
within ten days after the seisure of the salt that the same 
had been duly tendered and paid, whereupon and on 
application of Sir Chris. Musgrave, John Brisco, Geo. Dykes 
that they forfeit the said quantities of salt and double 
the value of the same. The parties appealed to have the Salt 
back again which was so ordered. 

In the early years of the nineteenth century the Act 
of Border Service seems to have been allowed to become 
relaxed ; and to put a stop to the lawlessness which 
prevailed, various districts banded themselves together. 
The following is an example taken from the Carlisle 
Journal of January 8th, 1814 :— 

HOLM CULTRAM ASSOCIATION. 

Whereas divers felonies and other Misdemeanors have lately been 
committed within the Parish of Holm Cultram in the County of 
•Cumberland, the offenders having frequently escaped Justice 
NOTICE IS THEREFORE GIVEN That for the prevention thereof an 
ASSOCIATION is entered into amongst the Inhabitants of the said 
Parish for the Prosecution of all future offenders and that the 
most effectual means will be used to discover all suspected persons 
and bring the delinquents to condign punishment. Signed the 
4th day of December, 1812 by the Committee appointed by the 
said Association. 

Joseph Barnes. 
Rich. Miller. 	 John W. Wise. 
Thos. Rigg. 	 Joseph Ost].e. 
At a joint meeting of the Parishes of Aspatria Plumbland 

Torpenhow Bolton Ireby Allhallows & Isell held at Cockbridge 
Inn on 1st January 1814 

It was resolved and agreed that the following rewards should 
be paid by the Treasurer out of the public fund to any person 
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or persons not being a Member of the Association who shall 
apprehend any person or persons guilty of the following offences 
against any Member of the Society on conviction of such offender 
or offenders. 
For Murder, Burglary, Highway or Footpad Rob- 

bery, or privately stealing from any shop, ware- 
house, &c., to the value of five shillings or more Rio io o 

Stealing any horse, mare, gelding or cow 	 5 5 0 
Burning houses, barns, sacks of corn, hay, straw or wood io io o 
Stealing calves, sheep, lambs or pigs 	 3 3 0 
Stealing poultry 	 z ï o 
Stealing turnips or cabbages, grass or hay, corn or 

grain out of any field, yard or barn, threshed or 
unthrashed 	 o io 6 

Breaking or stealing any gates or stiles or any iron 
work belonging thereto 	 o io 6 

Stealing or damaging any waggon, cart, plough, 
harrows or other implements of husbandry 	i i o 

Breaking or stealing any hedges, posts or rails 	o io 6 
Stealing any timber or working tools 	 o io 6 
Robbing any Orchard or Garden 	 o io 6 
and for any other felonious act not before particularly mentioned 
such reward as the Committee shall think proper to allow. 

Any accomplice making a discovery to conviction shall be 
entitled to the same reward and means used to obtain a pardon. 

By order of the General Meeting, 
Joseph Steel & Son, Solicitors. 
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