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ART. XVI.—The Church of St. Michael, Hawkshead. By 
JOHN F. CURWEN, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. 

Read at Hawkshead, September zith, 1913. 

IT is a fortunate circumstance that upon the excursion 
we are visiting a group of three churches, Bowness, 

Hawkshead and Grasmere. which show common charac-
teristics in their walls, columns without bases or capitals, 
and in the arches which they support. 

Hawkshead was a chapelry under Dalton and we have 
two historical records which speak of . it as early as the 
commencement of the thirteenth century. One is a 
charter made by Honorius, Archdeacon of Richmond, to 
St. Mary of Furness, granting the Abbot leave to celebrate 
mass with wax candles at the private altars, and assigning 
the revenues of the capella de Hawkeset with certain 
lands to be applied to that purpose. Secondly there is 
a series of documents in the Coucher Book of Furness, 
dated about 1220, bearing upon the subject of a burial-
ground here. The inhabitants, it would seem, complained 
of having to move their dead to Dalton for burial. The 
Abbot proposed to separate the chapelry from Dalton ; 
the church of Dalton objected, but finally a papal Bull 
was issued stating that the abbot and monks had suffi-
ciently proved that the chapel of " Hawkset " ought to 
be free, and granting both a separate chaplain and a 
cemetery (Whitaker's Richmondshire, ii., 399 ; Baines' 
Hist. of Lancashire, iv., 704) . 

Unfortunately, both Whitaker and Baines speak of 
the present fabric as of Norman construction, doubtless 
being misled by the ponderous columns and arches ; but, 
as we shall presently see, there can be no part of it dating 
from anything like so early a period. 

 
tcwaas_002_1914_vol14_0020
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Clearly there has been an earlier building—and it may 
have stood upon this oval mound, rising some 35 feet 
above the village and only just large enough to take the 
present building—but of it we know nothing. We can 
surmise that, as it was only an isolated chapel under 
Dalton, it took the form of a plain rectangle, without any 
structural division, unless it were a low dwarf wall, to 
separate the altar from the nave. Whether it was built 
of wood or stone we do not know, but any rate there is 
no dressed freestone to perpetuate its memory. The 
doorway, at first, is likely to have been at the north side, 
but after the chapel was handed over to the Abbey a 
western door would doubtless be added for ritual purposes 
on special occasions. 

Then came a Tower, wherein to hang a bell to call the 
people to prayer. Now the lower portion of the present 
tower is certainly the oldest part of the existing building. 
To-day it stands alone with no other walls bonded into 
it, so that we can well hazard the belief that it is the only 
bit of this earlier chapel left to us. (It measures 21 by 
182 feet with walls 4  feet 9 inches in thickness.) That 
it had at one time an early building bonded into it is 
perhaps proved by a single bonding stone that still projects 
from the outer face of the tower in the south-east corner. 

At some subsequent period the chapel was rebuilt 
with thinner walls, and it is probable that the east end 
was extended outward. Of this—shall we say fourteenth 
century building ?—we have portions of the west wall 
abutting on to the tower, and the lower portion of the 
east wall, remaining to us. 

Then, toward the close of the fifteenth, or perhaps at 
the commencement of the sixteenth century, need came 
for greater accommodation in the body of the chapel. 
But the difficulty arose that the building was wanted 
constantly for service. There would be no separate 
schoolroom or other building such as we should now-a-days 
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move into, therefore to take down the side walls before 
an aisle was built would interfere far too much with the 
necessary use of the fabric. 

At Grasmere, as we shall see tomorrow, the builders 
first built up their aisle ; and not until it was roofed over 
did they break through a series of openings to join it to 
the nave. This method was adopted in many other 
churches, but I am not sure that it was adopted here. 
For on looking at the vertical joint of the new work with 
the old, both at the east and west end of the south aisle, 
it will be noticed that in each case the joint occurs some 
three feet to the south of the present arcading. This 
fact leads one to the conclusion that in order to keep the 
church intact during building operations the masons first 
built the outer walls of their new aisle, then built up the 
present row of arches inside and against the existing 
south wall, underpinning as it were the. roof timbers, then 
dragged the roof down to meet the new aisle walls, and 
finally, but not until all , was completed, did they break 
down and cart away entirely the old south wall. This 
theory is strengthened by the fact that when the church 
was restored and the plaster knocked off the columns, it 
was found that the half column next the west end was not 
in any way bonded in to the west wall of the church. It 
was merely built up against it. It will be noticed also 
that the columns are not round but flat-sided, as if they 
had been built up against something. I am sorry to have 
to disappoint those who still are anxious to look upon the 
arcades as of Norman construction, but their rough' 
massiveness is entirely due to the fact that the builders 
had only the intractable slate stone of the district to 
build them with. The red sandstone had not as yet been 
brought up from Low Furness, therefore no dressed 
capitals were possible, and the only finish that could be 
given to the work was plaster. 

It should be noted that the builder, who was also the 
X 
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architect, had no training in the accurate draughtmanship 
of an architect's office. His was a working training with 
chisel and mallet. He may have made a rough plan and 
measured it off on the ground, as carefully as a marked 
rod would allow, but most of his work was left to the eye 
alone. In such circumstances the gradual widening of 
the aisle as it worked westward is accounted for. 

Thus we can picture the chapel, with a low nave roof, 
very much lower than the present one, dragged lower 
still over the aisle or aisles, and understand the tradition 
that it was very dark. The second two-light window 
from the porch, on the southern side, appears to belong 
to this period, whilst the five-light window at the east 
end was similar in height, and appeared squat beneath 
a square lintel head. 

From the period of the Black Death (1349)  to the 
Reformation, chantries had an ever-growing importance, 
but we have no record of any royal licence for the found-
ation of one at Hawkshead, or of grants of land to support 
a chantry priest. 

Outside we must notice the stone bench running the 
full length of the east end and along a portion of the 
south side which undoubtedly at one time extended as 
far as the porch. It is a relic of the secular uses to which 
the chapel and graveyard were put and as such should 
be carefully maintained. Here priests acted as legal 
agents for the dalesmen, drawing up indentures and 
agreements. What better place could be found in the 
whole village for the hearing of disputes and the settle-
ment of claims where an oath could be taken beside the 
graves of their forefathers and upon all that was holy ? 
Overseers transacted their business here and the notices 
still hung within the porches are a survival of the custom. 
Moreover on holy days, after the service, fairs and 
markets, sports and wrestlings, miracle-plays and dances 
took place within the churchyard. Whitsuntide used to 
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have a special feast of its own known as Whitsun Ales 
when the wardens brewed the ale and the whole country-
side turned out to join in the festivities, and money was 
collected for the repair of the fabric or for helping the 
poor. It is difficult for us to realise this but the fact 
remains, that the long benches were a very necessary 
adjunct to the church life. In 1300 the town of Cocker-
mouth complained that its market was spoilt by the barter-
ing carried on at Crosthwaite Church, where not only 
flesh and fish were sold at festivals, but where corn, linen,. 
cloth and other commodities were bartered every Sunday. 
In 138Q the town of Appleby was suffering likewise, 
because merchants carried their goods to the neighbouring 
churches on Sundays, to the detriment of the accredited 
market (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 4 Rich. II., 1) . So late as 1519, 
the churchwardens of Riccall in Yorkshire complained 
that pedlars came on festival days into the porch of the 
church to sell their merchandise (York Fabric Rolls, 271) . 
I have dwelt on this rather lengthily because there has 
been a scheme on foot recently which would have entailed. 
doing away with a great portion of the bench along the 
east wall. 

With the coming of the Reformation, Archbishop 
Sandys converted the chapelry into a parish, and I 
think that we may put down to his benevolence the chief 
restoration of the fabric. To obviate the black darkness. 
that prevailed amid the rough timbers of the roof, a 
clerestorey was erected with four three-light windows 
on either side. 

At the same time the Archbishop built or rebuilt the 
north aisle and enclosed the eastern end of it as a private 
chapel with a family vault beneath. It will be noticed 
that the east wall of this aisle has an offset near the 
ground, and this is the only clue we have for supposing 
that an aisle existed here before, and that the Archbishop 
rebuilt it with rather thinner walls from this level. Into. 
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the chapel he made a private doorway from the outside, 
and over the arch erected a stone tablet bearing his coat-
of-arms (Or, a Fess dancetté, gules ; between 3 Cross-
crosslets fitchée, gules), with the initials E. S. and the date 
1578. It may justly be remarked that the detail of the 
stonework of the two doors into this aisle is not of 
Elizabethan design, but rather resembles the features of 
the thirteenth century. The workmanship, however, is 
not of that early date, so that we are led to the conclusion 
either that the design was copied from one of the original 
doors, or that the Archbishop brought to Hawkshead a 
favourite design that he had loved elsewhere. It is 
quite beautiful to see how that he has carried the spirit 
of the moulds into his new window heads, and I look upon 
this design as one of the most noticeable features of the 
church, which should be cherished and kept. 

Within the private chapel the Archbishop erected two 
effigies to the memory of his parents, and late as the 
period is, he clothed his father in a complete suit of 
armour plate, with the visor of his helmet raised, and a 
cross-hilted sword at his side. 

Naturally, the great change brought about by the 
erection of a clerestorey necessitated new roof timbers 
altogether. What became of the ancient oaken tie-
beams ? In 1538 there was an Act passed which enjoined 
the due keeping of parish registers, and Archbishop 
Grindal, of St. Bees fame, in his Metropolitan Visitation 
of the Province of York in 1571 required 

that the churchwardens in every parish shall, at the costs and 
charges of the parish, provide . . . a sure coffer with locks 
and keys for keeping the register books 

within. Later on, i.e. in 1603, this was enforced in the 
loth Canon, which enacts that 

for the safe keeping of the said book, the churchwardens 
shall provide one sure coffer with three locks and keys, whereof 
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the one to remain with the minister and the other two with 
the wardens severally ; so that neither the minister without the 
two churchwardens, nor the churchwardens without the minister, 
shall at any time take that book out of the said coffer. 

The ancient record chest that lies within the church 
was made in conformity to Grindal's mandate, but I 
think that no one has yet noticed that it is made out of 
the centre portion of a tie-beam. As you will all know, 
when a beam has to span a considerable area it is cam-
bered, or thickened, at the centre, so that it shall not sag. 
This chest is cambered on the top, and what was once the 
mortice hole for the foot of the king-post we find enlarged 
and scooped out to form a good-sized cavity for the 
reception of the book and other records. The beam is 
left nearly seven feet in length in order to secure safety 
through its bulk and weight, and we find the lid fastened 
by the requisite three padlocks. A similar chest is in. 
the old Grammar School, whilst another can be found at 
Satterthwaite Church, which by the way was a chapelry 
at this period, and may well have been given a beam to• 
make its chest with. 

But to return to the church itself. It would seem as if 
the windows in the clerestorey had at first been made of 
oak, as we still see them on the north side, but that after 
55 years' service those on the more exposed south side 
had to be remade in stone. At least so we interpret the 
date 1633 which is said to have been carved on a stone 
tablet that exists between the windows outside, but 
which is now so weather-worn as to be undiscernible. 

In the early Hanoverian period a gallery was erected 
across the west end, and the whole church was reseated. 
with box pews. " One of gigantic dimensions occupied 
about seventy superficial feet, or nearly one-third of the 
east end of the chancel, jostling the Holy Table from its 
central position and curtailing the length of the rails by 
seven feet " (Transactions, o.s., iv., 31). 
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During the years 1875 and 1876, a rather drastic 
restoration took place. We cannot say much about it, 
because Mr. Cory, the architect, was one of our members. 
To use his own words he says : 

A considerable portion of the east gable and a small part of the 
south side wall were in so dangerous a condition that it was 
necessary to take them down, and, in rebuilding, an east window 
of the same width, but of greater height than the original [and 
of a different period] was introduced . . . The roofs were all 
taken off, repaired, and replaced [with the addition of a cornice]. 
The top of the tower was also rebuilt, and new battlements and 
pinnacles placed on it. . . . Internally, the oak seats, 
chancel stalls, and screens are all new . . . The old colouring 
was renovated and some new introduced. That which decorates 
the pillars and arches was very appropriate, but being almost 
entirely obliterated it was removed. 

Mr. Cory was the architect and so should know best, 
but if there is one portion of the decoration which has 
the appearance of being original it is found on the very 
columns and arches from which he here says it was 
removed. We must all regret that which was newly 
introduced, for the quaint devices on the back of each 
column—as seen from the aisles 	have been totally 
spoilt by the modern spelling of the texts. I reserve 
what there is to say about this post-reformation custom 
of decorating the walls, until we get to Grasmere to 
to-morrow. 

CHRONOLOGICAL NOTES. 

161o. Among the interesting relics preserved in the 
church are to be found some warders' staves ; the best 
one is finished at the top with a pierced metal halberd, 
representing a pike-man clothed in trunk-hose and 
stockings, wearing a plumed hat and armed with a pike 
in his right hand and a sword slung to his left side. Below 
the head is a yellow and red silk tassel embroidered with 
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silver thread. The costume of the figure gives an 
approxïmate date of 1610. 

1676. The lower half of the parish was separated 
and made into the independent parish of Colton. 

1764. The pitch pipe has a brass scale, and bears 
date 1764. 

1765. A new peal of bells was provided in 1765 and 
these with their quaint rhyming inscriptions are worthy 
of examination. 

1875. The roughcast removed from the outside walls. 
1878. The two monuments, one on either side of the 

tower arch, to Daniel Rawlinson who died in 1679, and to 
Sir Thomas Rawlinson, Lord Mayor of London, who died 
in 1706, were transferred to this church when St. Dionis 
Backchurch in Fenchurch Street, London, was destroyed 
by fire. 

POSTSCRIPT.—The proposal, to which reference is made 
above, for an addition to the Sandys chapel to hold an 
effigy of the late Colonel Sandys of Graythwaite, M.P., 
was subsequently modified to a very considerable degree 
on the suggestion of the writer, most courteously received 
by Mr. Sandys. In its final form it involved no more than 
throwing out the wall between Archbishop Sandys' door 
and the north-east corner of the church for a few feet. 
There was, however, some local opposition to any change 
in the present aspect of the church ; and on application 
to the Chancellor of the diocese for a faculty, it appeared 
that no portion of a churchyard could be covered with 
buildings except for the enlargement of the church. The 
Sandys chapel was a private freehold, and the Chancellor 
doubted whether it was possible to call an extension of 
this private chapel an enlargement of the church ; for 
which reason the application was not granted. 
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