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ART. VI.—The manor of Blakhale. By T. H. B. GRAHAM,
M.A.

Communicated at Penrith, September 7th, 1917.

BLAKHALE forms part of the ancient parish of St.
Cuthbert, Carlisle. The manorial mansion pro-

bably stood on the site of " the hall " in the hamlet of
" Blackwell," and the manor comprised "Blackhall
Wood," near Durdar, and " Blackhall Park " (a modern
place-name), near Burthwaite. From time out of mind,
the de Wigtons held it, as a distinct tenement in chief
and not as parcel of their barony of Wigton.

Walter de Wigton obtained licence, in 1266, to enclose
his wood of Blakhale, within the forest of Inglewood,
with a small dyke and low hedge, according to the assize
(law) of the forest, so that the King's deer could get in
and out of the wood, and to approve (enclose) and bring
into cultivation his land in the wood, but not to build
thereon (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 51 Hen. III, p. 14). On January
loth, 1284-5, Walter de Wigton enrolled a grant, made
by himself, of the manor of Blakhale, to his son John de
Wigton and Dionisia his wife, during her life, and to the
children of the marriage, quit of all services, for which
grant Sir John de Luvetot, Dionisia's father, had paid
Walter the sum of one hundred pounds (Cal. Close Rolls,
13 Ed. I, p. 349) . A record of later date states that the
grant did not include the wood and moor of Blakhale.
' In 1307, John, bishop of Carlisle, claimed common in
3,000 acres of wood, pasture and brushwood in Blakhale,
as a right appurtenant to the manor of Dalston, granted
by the crown to the church of St. Mary, Carlisle, and to
Walter, late bishop ; and the King, on the petition of John
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I26^THE MANOR AF BLAKHALE.

de Wigton, directed the judges of the bench to do justice
in the matter (Cal. Close Rolls, 35 Ed. I, p. 493).

The escheator was ordered, on August loth, 1315, to
deliver the manor of Blakhale to Dionisia, late the wife
of John de Wigton, notwithstanding the finding of the
inquisitio post mortem that John was seised thereof in his
demesne as of fee, because it appeared, by another in-
quisition, that Dionisia was enfeoffed jointly with her
husband of the manor (except the wood and moor), and
continued in joint seisin of the same for 26 years, and
had not made any quitclaim, as was alleged, to John's
Heirs (ibid., 9 Ed. II, p. 241).

On November 26th, 1318, the escheator was ordered
to deliver to Robert de Hilton the younger and Margaret
his wife (widow of John de Wigton, tenant in chief), whom
Robert had married by the King's licence, one-third of
the wood and moor of Blakhale, which one-third was of
the value of three shillings, because the King had on
September 1st, 1315, assigned it to the said Margaret,
but she had not received seisin thereof (ibid., 12 Ed. II,
p. 31). John de Wigton married the said Margaret after
he had divorced Dionisia, and the one-third of the wood
and moor was part of her dower.

Licence was given on March - 28th, 1334, to Margaret,
widow of John Gernoun to grant that the manor of
Blakhale should, after the death of Dionisia, tenant for
life, remain to Robert Parvyng and his heirs, subject to
the rent of 40 marks for the life of Margaret (Cal. Pat.
Rolls, 8 Ed. III, p. 537).

Margaret, only child of John and Dionisia de Wigton,
married four husbands, namely, John de Crokedayk,
John de Denum, John Gernoun,* and John de Weston.
In 1335, Robert Parvyng, King's serjeant, tenant of the

* John Gernoun and Margaret his wife held Wigton, in February, 1331-2,
of Anthony de Lucy, who had been constituted mesne lord thereof between
the King and themselves (Dugdale, Monasticon, vol. y, p. 599).

 
 
tcwaas_002_1918_vol18_0008



THE MANOR OF BLAKHALE.^127

manor of Blakhale, was .granted, " as a special grace,"
liberty to enclose and cultivate the wood of Blakhale, if
that had not already been done pursuant to the licence
given in 1266 to Walter de Wigton (Cal. Pat. Rolls,
9 Ed. III, p. 149) .

The wood is always carefully distinguished from the
manor, because the former was parcel of the King's forest
of Inglewood. Licence was granted, in 1336, to Robert
Parvyng, to settle the manor of Blakhale upon himself
in tail, with remainder to Adam, son of John Pacok, in
tail male (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 10 Ed. III, p. 224) . The said
John Pacok was husband of the settlor's elder sister Joan.
Robert Parvyng, afterwards Sir Robert Parvyng, knight,
Lord Chancellor, died without issue, and on October 31st,
1 343, it was ordered that the manor should be delivered
to Adam, in accordance with the settlement. The manor
was then described as being held by service of making
suit of the county every month and of paying 4s. 62d.
for cornage, at the exchequer of Carlisle ; 16s. id. for
purpiesture (encroachments in the forest), 31s. for puture
(food) of the King's foresters of Inglewood and 4s. 4d.
for puture of the King's bailiffs of the Ward of Cumber-
land (Cal. Close Rolls, r7 Ed. III, p. 186) .

Adam Pacok, described later as " Adam Parvyng
chivaler," sheriff in 1368 and knight of the shire in 1357-8
and 1373, died, about 1380-I, seised of the manor (Cal.
Esch., 4 Rich. II, p. 31), and Robert Parvyng, chivaler,
sheriff in 1382, appears to have succeeded to it by virtue
of the entail.

On May 26th, 1382, some malicious persons had cut
the bank of the watercourse running through the land
and waste of the lordship of Blakhale to the ditch (f ossata) ,
of the city of Carlisle and to the mill, called " le Castel
mylne," beside the city, held in chief by the citizens, at
fee farm, as parcel of the city, and the mill could not be
worked for want of water ; so it was ordered that enquiry
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I28^THE MANOR OF BLAKHALE.

should be made concerning the fact (Cal. Pat. Rolls,
5 Rich. II, p. 144).

Robert Parvyng, chivaler, obtained licence on November
4th, 1382, to settle the manor of Blakhale upon himself
in tail male, with remainder to Thomas Bowet, the elder,
and Margaret his wife, in tail male (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 6 Rich.
II, p. 182) . Margaret Bowet was the settlor's sister.
Robert Parvyng, chivaler, died, about 1405-6, seised of
the manor (Cal. Esch., 7 Hen. IV, p. 303).

On August 7th, 1415, Margaret, widow of Thomas
Bowet, esquire, by charter of that date, quitclaimed to
William Stapleton, the elder, of Edenal, and Mary his
wife and the heirs of William, all right to the moiety of
the manor of Blakhale, of which they were in possession
by feoff ment of Matilda Walker and Thomas Whitlokman,

my cousins and coheirs " (see these Transactions, N.S.,

xiii, p. 225) . William Stapleton, the elder, of Edenal,
and Robert Highmore, of Allerdale, esquires, were par-
kdoned on. November 24th, 1421, for acquiring from Mar-
garet Bowet the same moiety, to hold to themselves and
the heirs of William, and for entering thereon without
the King's licence (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 9 Hen. V, p. 400).

On May 22nd, 1422, legal proceedings had lately been
taken, before the justices of the bench, by Oliver Mende-
ham, clerk, William Skirwith and Richard Vewetree,
plaintiffs, versus Margaret Bowet, widow of Thomas
Bowet, the elder, and William Bowet, of Wrentham,
knight (doubtless her son and heir), defendants, in the
course of which the defendants acknowledged that a
moiety of the manor of Blakhale belonged to Oliver ;
and the plaintiffs, in consideration of such acknowledg-
ment, granted the same moiety to Margaret Bowet for
-life, with remainder to the plaintiffs and the heirs of
Oliver ; and the King pardoned all parties to the pro-
ceedings for their trespass in entering upon the premises
without his licence (Cal. Pat. Rolls, Io Hen. V, p. 437)
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The bank of the watercourse had again been cut in
February, 1426-7, the city ditch was dry, the mill could
not grind, the citizens had lost the profits of the mill
and the King's " farm " was in danger of being diminished;
so it was ordered that an inquisition should be held con-
cerning the matter (ibid., 5 Hen. VI, p. 402).

Thomas, Lord Dacre of Gilsland, and Philippa, his
-wife, were pardoned, on February 2oth, 1429, for having
acquired without licence from the said Oliver Mendeham,
clerk, William Skirwith and Richard Vewetree, a moiety
of the manor of Blakhale, for an estate in tail male (Cal.
Pat. Rolls, 7 Hen. VI, p. 528) .

Thomas and Philippa purchased the Stapleton's moiety
and settled the whole manor upon their own male issue.
Their eldest son, Thomas, married Elizabeth, daughter
of the above-mentioned Sir William Bowet, knight, of
Wrentham, Suffolk, and left an only daughter, Joan,
wife of Sir Richard Fiennes, knight. For that reason,
the King, on January 2oth, 1462, expressly granted the
manor of Blakhale and other forfeited lands of the Dacre
family to Joan and her husband, for an estate tail (Cal.
Pat. Rolls, 1 Ed. IV, p. 140) .

But by royal award, dated April 8th, 1473, it was
restored to Humphrey de Dacre (afterwards Humphrey,
Lord Dacre of Gilsland), who was entitled thereto under
his father's settlement. The reason for making the
award is fully stated in these Transactions, N.S., xii, p. 174.
Humphrey, Lord Dacre, died in 1485, seised of Blakhale,
and the description of the manor then given coincides
with that of 1343, before its division into moieties :-
The manor of Blakhale, within which are a capital messuage ;
4o acres of land, worth 6d. each ; 20 acres of meadow, worth
8d. each ; 16 messuages with adjacent land and meadow, in the
hands of divers tenants at will, worth 3s. each ; eight cottages,
worth 12d. each ; a park without deer, the herbage worth zos. ;
the site of a water corn mill in ruins ; a tenement called " Birne-

K
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thuayte " worth 8s. ; " Sproustane close " of no value ; a rent
of 3s. 4d. due from the citizens of Carlisle for the water of Caldew
within the lordship of Blakhale to the stream of the corn mill
of Carlisle ; a quarry ; a dovecot in ruins ; and a court of no
value above the steward's expenses ; held of the King, by service
of 3s. 61d. to the exchequer of Carlisle for cornage, and monthly
suit of the county of Cumberland ; by service of 16s. 4d. to the
sheriff, for encroachments in Inglewood ; by service of 33s. 4d.
for puture of the forest of Inglewood ; and by service of 4s. 4d.
for puture to the King's bailiffs of the Ward of Cumberland
(Cal. inq. p.m., z Hen. VII, p. 67).

After the death, in 1634, of Randal Dacre, Francis
(Lennard), Lord Dacre of the South, set up a claim to
all lands in Cumberland comprised in the royal award
of 1473, and obtained the manor of Blakhale, in part
satisfaction of his claim (Cokayne, Peerage). He died
in 1662, and was succeeded by his son Thomas, afterwards
created Earl of Sussex.

In 1698, Thomas, Earl of Sussex, in consideration of
36 years' ancient finable rent, granted to the tenants
(48 in number), a discharge from fines and dry multure,
with the wood upon their tenements, but reserving the
ancient rent, suit of court, moor-farm and greenhue ;
with liberty to alienate their tenements without licence
of the lord, giving notice thereof within 40 days ; paying
only a penny fine on death or alienation, and to the
steward for an alienation 4d., for surrender and copy
thereof 6d., for enrollment 4d., and to the bailiff 2d. upon
every descent or alienation. About the same time, the
common was divided and granted in fee to the tenants,
without any reservation of rent. A share of the common
containing 15o acres and now known as " Blackhall Park "
was allotted to the lord of the manor (Nicolson and Burn,
ìi, 247)

The Ladies Barbara and Anne, daughters of Thomas,
Earl of Sussex, sold the manor, in 1716, to Sir Christopher
Musgrave, bart., of Edenhall.
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