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PUBLICATIONS OF THE YEAR.

" Precedency among the Canons of Carlisle," by the Rev.
James Wilson, Litt.D. (Scottish Historical Review, January, 1919,
pp. 132-140). In 1670, Canon Jeremy Nelson was exercised in
his mind about the indefiniteness of the cathedral statutes on
the matter of precedency, and took much trouble to enquire
which of the canons should sit nearest the dean in church and
chapter house or precede his fellow canons in capitular functions.
This article reproduces Nelson's letter on the subject, apparently
addressed to his father-in-law, Dr. Basire, archdeacon of North-
umberland and canon of Durham, with the answer returned by
his correspondent.

" Scandinavians and Celts in the North-West of England,
by Eilert Ekwall (overprint from the " Festskrift utgiven av
Lunds Universitet " on its 250th anniversary, 1918. Lund, C. W.
K. Gleerup : pp. xiv, 125). Professor Ekwall has collected a large
number of place-names and personal names of ancient times
in our district, other than those treated by Professor Sedgefield
in our Extra Series, vol. xiv, and discusses them in a scholarly
manner, which makes his book most valuable to all students
of our early medieval history. His attitude is by no means
dogmatic, and his criticisms on previous studies of place-names
are illuminating, ând ought to be welcome. In analysing his
results he finds Brythonic names most numerous in North-East
Cumberland, fairly common round the Eamont and Ullswater and
scattered over North-west Cumberland, with few in Westmorland
and none in South-West Cumberland ; and he concludes that a
Brythonic population and language must have survived compara-
tively long in certain parts of the district. Goidelic (Gaelic)
names he regards as imported by Celticized Scandinavians, and
traces their lines of immigration into the Derwent valley and
South-West Cutmberland generally, into Lancashire North-of-the
Sands, along the Eden and the Eamont into North-West West-
morland, on Morecambe Bay and up the Kent and the Keer into
South Westmorland and Yorkshire, as well as into parts of Lan-
cashire and Cheshire. These last colonies can he dated to the
beginning of the loth century ; from the forms of the names,
Professor Ekwall infers that the Norse settlements in Cumbria
were a little later.
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