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PROCEEDINGS.

PILGRIMAGE OF THE ROMAN WALL, 1920.

THE usual excursions were this year combined into a longer
meeting in conjunction with the Society of Antiquaries of

Newcastle-upon-Tyne for the Pilgrimage of the Roman Wall.
On the Committee for arrangements were Dr. Barnes, Mr. R.
Blair, F.S.A., Mr. W. Parker Brewis, F.S.A., Mr. J. F. Curwen,
F.S.A., Prof. J. Wight-Duff, D.Litt., Mrs. Hesketh Hodgson,
Mr. W. H. Knowles, F.S.A., Mr. J. H. Martindale, F. R. I. B. A.,
Mr. Joseph Oswald, Mr. F. G. Simpson, Mr. Nicholas Temperley,
and Mr. Edward Wilson, Hon. Secretary. To these, and es-
pecially to Mrs. Hodgson, Mr. Simpson and Mr. Wilson, great
thanks are due for the arrangements which enabled a large
party to carry out the programme in spite of difficulties in
transport and inclemency of weather. The following took
attendance-tickets in advance :-

W. G. Collingwood, Coniston, R. G. Collingwood, Oxford, Mr.
and Mrs. W. C. Slingsby, Milnthorpe, C. Collinson, St. Bees,
Lt.-Col. and Miss Bates, Penrith, Rev. Canon and Mrs. Clay,
Ambleside, E. A. Bullmore, F.R.C.S., Edinburgh, F. G. Simpson,
Gilsland, Joseph Sharpe, London, Nicholas and Miss Margaret
Temperley, Gateshead, Mrs. Hesketh Hodgson and Miss Hodgson,
Mr. Gregory and Mr. Hawthorne, Hexham, G. Grey Turner,
Newcastle, Rev. W. D. Auden, Sedbergh, W. G. Waddell, Lanark,
F. C. Maufe, Ilkley, Wm. Dobson, Brampton, The Dean of
Carlisle and Mrs. Rashdall, Rev. A. W. Atkinson, Birkenhead,
Geo. Thatcher, London, Miss M. H. Dodds and friend, Gateshead,
Mr. and Mrs. C. R. Newbiggin, Rothbury, J. Procter Watson,
Castle Carrock, Lt. Col. J. F. Haswell, Penrith, Rev. R. S. G. and
Miss E. D. Green, Wetheral, Dr. W. D. Anderson, Keswick,
J. S. Muir, Cambridge, W. W. Gibson, Hexham (and party),
A. P. Brydson, Greenodd, Mrs. Horrocks, Langwathby, Mrs.
Gibson, Stocksfield, L. E. Hope and D. Losh Hope, Carlisle,
Percival 'Ross, Bradford, Miss Cumpston, Penrith, R. G. Airey,
Kendal, Mrs. C. H. Shaw, Miss Harker and Miss Mosley, Lang-
wathby, Rev. . J. R. Moffatt, Brampton, G. E. Cruikshank,
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London, J. E. Pritchard, Bristol, E. T. Nicholson, South Shields,
J. A. Petch, Sunderland, R. M. Rigg, Penrith, Joseph Cowper,
Penrith, Mr. and Mrs. R. Blair, South Shields, Lt. Col.Reavell,
Alnwick, T. Taylor Scott, Carlisle, W. Parker Brewis, Newcastle,
Dr. G. Neilson, Glasgow, W. Richardson, Willington, Rev. W. F.
and Miss Gillbanks, Orton, J. H. Reah, Gosforth, J. F. Ibbotson,
South Shields, Prof. R. C. Bosanquet, Alnwick, W. A. Herron,
Blyth, Mr. and Mrs. Martindale, Wetheral, Mr. and Mrs. A. M.
MacFarlan, Cumwhitton, Mr. and Mrs. Nicholson, Brampton,
Miss Taylor, Brampton, Thos. Ball, Newcastle, Dr. Harris and
Mrs. Harris, Whitehaveri, Miss Mary A. Roe, London, Mrs.
Marion Johnson, Bowness on-Windermere, Mr. and Mrs. J. F.
Curwen and Captain D. R. Curwen, Heversham, G. Norman,
Bath, Col. John Parker, Browsholme, Dr. Barnes, Carlisle,
T. Cann Hughes, Lancaster, C. W. Ruston-Harrison, Stanwix,
W. N. Ling, Wetheral, W. J. Lawson, Brampton, J. W. Shepherd,
Sedbergh, L. Newbigin, Newcastle, R. C. Oliver, Morpeth,
Col. and Mrs. H. A. Inglis, Dalston, Miss Inglis and friend,
Dalston, Sir Charles and C. C. Oman, Melrose, W. D. Arnison and
party, Newcastle, J. J. Brigg and party, Keighley, Miss H. M.
Donald, Stanwix, Albany F. Major, Croydon, Rev. W. Copeland,
Carlisle, Col. G. R. B. Spain, Newcastle, Miss A. J. Thompson,
Whickham, R. B. Hepple, South Shields, G. H. Allgood, Hums-
haugh, J. F. Carter, Gosforth, G. G. Wordsworth, Ambleside,
Rev. C. W. Wordsworth, Leigh, J. Oswald, Newcastle, Miss
Greenwood, Bedale, W. H. Knowles, Newcastle, Rev. F. L. H.
Millard, Carlisle, Mrs. Blackburn, Corbridge, D. A. Brigg, Keighléy
Rev. B. Hale, Langwathby, Rev. N. Stick, Workington, H. G.
Gandy, Penrith, S. S. Carr, Tynemouth, Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Wilson, Kendal, Mrs. Caddow, Carlisle, R. M. Buchanan, Scots-
townhill, W. B. Redmayne, Dalston, B. Sadler, Lanchester,
Mrs. C. H. Shaw, Dr. and Mrs. Hopwood, Carlisle, Mrs. Mothersole,
Mr. Gray.

The Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday evening,
August 31St, 1920,  at the Crown and Mitre Hotel, Carlisle,,
Dr. Barnes, O.B.E., a vice-president, in the chair. The minutes
of the last meeting being read, the first business was to elect a
president in the place of the late Professor Haverfield. On the
proposal of the chairman, Mr. W. G. Collingwood was elected
and took the chair. Major Spencer C. Ferguson was elected a
vice-president. The Rev. Frederick W. Ragg was elected an
Honorary Member. To fill the three vacancies on the Council
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.caused by these elections and the loss of Canon Rawnsley, Mr.
F. G. Simpson, Mr. W. T. McIntire and Mr. T. Cann Hughes,
F.S.A., were elected members of Council. Mr. W. G. Collingwood
and Mr. R. G. Collingwood were elected joint editors, and the
Bishop of Carlisle was elected Patron of the Society.

The president then proposed, in accordance with notice given
at the meeting of the Society on April i5th, 1920, as stated in
these Transactions, N.S. xx., p. 241, the alteration of Rule io, to
read :—" There shall be a General Fund, and the Annual Sub-
scription is one guinea, due and payable on July ist in each year ;
and no member shall be entitled to the privileges of the Society
while his or her subscription is in arrear. A composition of
fifteen guineas shall constitute Life Membership ; such com-
position-fees shall be invested. The Annual Subscription for
members elected before June 3oth, 192o, shall remain at the
original rate of z os. 6d." The proposal for the alteration of
Rule IV. was carried without opposition.

It ought to be noticed that the last sentence in the Rule, as it
now stands, does not preclude members elected before June 3oth,
192o, from voluntarily adding to their subscriptions or Life-
compositions. The Treasurer will receive with thanks any
donations which may help the Society to tide over the financial
shoals of the present and near future.

The Parish Register Section announced the preparation of the
first part of Kendal Registers (since issued) edited by Dr. Brierley.
This department of the Society is also in need of more support,
if it is to be worthily maintained. To some fortunate Parish
Register Societies gifts to cover the cost of complete volumes
have been given, and it may be that our work in Registers,
Records and Research will meet with similar generosity.

The following new members were elected :—Mr. John Taylor ,,

C.B.E., Helmside, Grasmere ; E r. Arnold William Montford
Auden, Birch House, Leigh, Lancashire ; Miss Highmoor, the
Chantry, Ravenstonedale ; Mrs. Blackburn, Corbridge vicarage ;
Miss Mary Sisson, 9 Northumberland Terrace, Tynemouth ;
Mr. J. N. Tetley, Rosemount, Headingley, Leeds ; Mr. Ronald
Cunliffe Shaw, M. R. C.S., L. R. C. P., 6 Victoria Road, Poulton-
le-Fylde, Lancashire ; Mr. Francis Hugh Desborough Ward
Rosehill, Moresby ; Mr. A. E. Turner, 7 Gordon Street, Working-
ton ; Miss Gardiner, Highfield, Kendal ; Mr. W. W. R. Dinning,
Riverscaur, Stanwix ; Miss C. M. Parker, Hawksdale, Dalston ;
Dr. R. M. Keeley, Wigton ; Dr. Arthur Hopwood, Springiield,
Northumberland Road, Carlisle ; and the Rev. Christopher
Wordsworth, Leigh.
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At the conclusion of the business, the meeting was addressed
by Mrs. Hesketh Hodgson on the problems of the Wall in general,
and especially in relation to work done near Birdoswald. In that
section of the Wall the questions' before the explorers have been
to ascertain the relation of the stone Wall, Turf Wall and Valium,
the forts, milecastles and turrets, to one another, and to fix their
dates, their builders and their purpose. Mrs. Hodgson continued :

" Some sections across the Valium were cut by Dr. Hodgkin
at Heddon-on-the-Wall, and at Down Hill, under the auspices
of the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and these
gave results similar to those later ones in Cumberland which I
am going to describe. It became very desirable to see what
thorough investigation would show. In 1894 a beginning was
made under the leadership of Professor Haverfield in pursuance
of the effort to ascertain the construction and meaning of the
Valium. Roughly speaking, the Valium consists of a wide,
flat-bottomed ditch, with mounds of earth thrown out on either
side, the upcast being in reverse order to the layers of various
soil underneath the original surface, and indicating that the
mounds were formed out of the contents of the ditch, and were
not built of soil brought from a distance. The mounds vary a
great deal in height and size. Everything points to the ditch
having been the chief consideration in the minds of the workers,
the mounds being a means of disposing of the upcast, and their
position apparently depending to some extent on the nature and
slope of the ground. Two mounds, one on the north and, one
on the south side of the ditch, are generally the principal features
but there is often a small inner mound on the south side, and
sometimés there are 4 parallel mounds. When I have seen a
section of the small inner mound, the soil has been much more
mixed and disturbed than in the large mounds, and it may be
accepted as representing one or more clearings of- the ditch,
subsequent to the original construction of the Valium. Mr.
Simpson will have Lfurther features of the Valium to speak of,
and anyway I am not intending to venture on offering theories
to-night, but I must mention one or two which have been dis-
proved, and one which has not. One is that it was a road or
covered way.' I have seen more than i oo sections, and I have

never seen any trace of a road, except at one point where the
military road, which usually runs between the Stone Wall and
the Valium, runs for a short distance along the north berm..
There could have been no road in the ditch itself, which is very
wet and filled with black mud often containing Roman pottery..

 
 
tcwaas_002_1921_vol21_0018



PROCEEDINGS.^ 261

The tops of the mounds were narrow and sharply curved. The
flat spaces or berms between the mounds and the ditch show no
sign of road-making—they are generally undisturbed subsoil—
and at  Limestone Bank you will see them littered with huge
blocks of stone. The second theory, that the Valium was a
military work, is declared impossible by engineer officers like
Sir W. Crossman ; and indeed it does not need military training
to see that, as was said by one of our party, a handful of school-
boys could stone the best troops in the world out of it when they
had no gunpowder. It is liable to such attack from points both
north and south.

" Long and careful tracking has shown us that whenever the
Valium ditch approaches a fort it curves southward to go round
it. At Birdoswald it follows a very irregular line. At Castle-
steads and Halton Chesters it is neater, and at Carrawburgh it
comes straight up to the fort on both sides, and then forms an
outer ditch round the southern half of the fort, parallel to the
inner ditch which goes, as usual, all round the fort. At Chesters
on Tyne it runs into the ordinary ditch of the fort at the S.W.
and S.E. corners. Sometimes it is too far from the forts to
deflect its course. When near the forts, the ditch generally
becomes narrow and the mounds vanish, having evidently been.
removed at some early period. Now of course this indicates that
there were forts of some kind standing when the Valium was
made. It does not make it certain that the forts were already
in their final form. It shows that the ditch was to be continued
at all costs. The mounds might be subject to trespass—by the
road, as I mentioned before, by the Roman quarry at Bleatarn,
by the mile-castle on Harrow's Scar near Birdoswald, just where
it turned to go down the cliff and take up a different direction
on the east bank of the Irthing.

" One theory which has not been disproved is that the ditch
was a limes or boundary of the Roman Empire, the forts and the
Stone Wall forming a defence to it. For a study of what is
known of the Roman Frontier System I should refer you to
Professor Pelham's article in vol. xiv. of the Old Series of our
Transactions. Nothing in this last theory is inconsistent with
the view that the forts were earlier than the Valium.

" The Turf Wall opens up a different subject. It had long been
noticed that a ditch and mounds ran parallel with the Valium
from a point close to Wall Bowers and a few hundred yards west
of Appletree, which we shall visit to-morrow. At Wall Bowers
its ditch joins that of the Stone Wall, and it is unfortunate that

 
 
tcwaas_002_1921_vol21_0018



262^ PROCEEDINGS..

some modern buildings, now destroyed, have made full investi-
gation at this point exceedingly difficult and inconclusive.
Deep excavation, however, would certainly show the ditch
passing below the Stone Wall. But many sections were cut at
Appletree, disclosing features wholly different from those of the
Valium. The south mound when cut through showed a number
of black and white lines. Now vegetable matter, when buried
for a great length of time, not only carbonizes and forms a black
line in the soil, but it seems to absorb or otherwise annihilate the
colour of the soil below it. And these black and white lines
indicate sods of turf, laid green side downwards (as directed in
Roman books on construction) and built as a wall. The average
width was about 12 feet. The height was very small, but it is
evident that the Wall had been purposely destroyed, probably
when the Stone Wall was built. North of the turves was a flat
surface or berm, of much the same width as that which runs on
the north side of the Stone Wall. Then came a wide, V-shaped
and very deep ditch ; and finally a large loose mound of disturbed
earth, thrown out from the ditch to the north, and forming a
glacis. This ditch and mound correspond exactly to those of
the Stone Wall. Some distance further east, the mounds dis-
appear from the surface, but the ditch is still visible, pointing
towards the site of the more northern of the two gateways in the
west wall of the fort at Birdoswald. (The gateway is ruined
and no longer to be seen.) On approaching the field in which
the fort stands, the ditch also vanishes, but a few trenches
recovered its line most satisfactorily. It was then sought on the
eastern side of the fort, and was found under the northern gate-
way in that side. Two trenches cut inside the fort in a line
between the points at which we had found the Turf Wall ditch
showed us a ditch continuing across the present fort, but whether
it was the Turf Wall ditch or that of on earlier fort it was not
possible to say. Further excavation here is needed. We ought
to have prolonged our trenches across the whole of the ditch
within the fort, to see whether its form and width corresponded
to that of the Turf Wall or to that of the fort ; and we ought to
have investigated the fort ditch to see exactly how and where it
joined the Turf Wall ditch. My own impression is that where
the ditch touched the guardroom of the gateway it had all the
characteristics of the Turf Wall ditch, and I do not think its posi-
tion exactly suits the curve of a fort ditch at the corner of a fort.
But it needs much more careful study, as the relative dates of
the earlier fort, thellater fort, and the Turf Wall depend partly
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on the solution of the question. If, as I believe, Mr. Simpson's
excavations this year go to prove that the present fort is older
than the Stone Wall, we get a fairly early date for the Turf Wall.

" Mr. Maclachlan noticed that where the Stone Wall comes up
from the Irthing its line, if continued, would strike the gateway
just mentioned, but it makes a slight bend to the north, and
abuts on the north-east angle of the present fort. Excavation of
the Turf Wall ditch showed that the Turf Wall must have taken
that exact line. The ditch itself passes underneath the Stone
Wall, and joins the ditch of the latter on its eastward course.

" Those who have seen sections of the Turf Wall between Forth
and Clyde—the Antonine Wall—tell us that our sections are
exceedingly like that work, except that we found no stone edge
or kerb and no traces of a paling at the top. The latter is not
surprising, as I do not think any part of our Turf Wall is at its
original height. Also stone culverts have been found under the
Antonine Wall which strongly resemble a culvert found east of
Birdoswald on what must have been the site of the Turf Wall.
The meaning of this Wall is, and I fear is likely to remain for some
time, a subject for discussion. The additional earthworks had
been theorized about for 2 or 3 centuries before anyone tried the
spade, and I know of no suggestion having been made that it
was a Turf Wall till 1895, a fortnight before our excavations
were begun, when Mr. C. J. Bates, in his History of Northumber-
land, after showing that the Valium did not fulfil the necessary
conditions for a Turf Wall or Murus ces5iticius, pointed to this
deflection from the line of the Stone Wall as possibly supplying
the need. A Latin writer, speaking of Lollius Urbicus, the
lieutenant of Antoninus, says that he strove to keep out the
barbarians north of the Clyde, alio muro cespiticio ducto—by
building another wall of turves. I believe the Latin, like the
English, is slightly ambiguous, and might mean ' another wall,
this time of turves ' (and not of stone), but it is more often
taken to mean ' another turf wall.' This had led earlier English
writers to seek a turf wall on the line of the Stone Wall, and even
to identify this turf wall with the Vallum. But the Vallum is not
a wall, and it is not of turf.

" But that we really have, in the bare couple of miles between
Wall Bowers and the Irthing, the only relic of a barrier that once
stretched from sea to sea, and was replaced by the building of
the Stone Wall on its site, the ditch and glacis being already
prepared and the line drawn from fort to fort on the most suitable
ground, is not to be hastily assumed. Excavations at Chesters,
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where part of the fort projects beyond the Great Wall, have
shown a ditch crossing it, but that only proves the existence of
an earlier fort. Still, the Turf Wall needs explanation. It
cannot be treated as an additional strengthening of the line at
a weak point. Such additions are usually made stronger, not
weaker, than the work they supplement. The final argument,
however, against such a view is, that the ditch would not have
gone underneath the Stone Wall. With regard to the deflections
of the Great Wall from the line of the Turf Wall at Birdoswald,
I may call your attention to the great landslip above the Irthing
west of Birdoswald, which has carried away several hundred
yards of the Valium. It did not quite reach the Turf Wall, but
it might easily, if it occurred before the building of the Stone
Wall, make the Roman designer think it best to move the heavier
work further away.

" I have not been able to keep in very close touch with later
excavations than those I have described, and new light often
leads us to reconsider our position. But I have tried to state
exactly what I saw, and to give some idea of what was indicated
so far as our knowledge then went. Mr. Simpson's patient and
thorough investigations put a very different construction on
the matter, showing by the pottery found in the buildings between
Wall Bowers and the Harrows Scar mile-castle in connection
with the Stone Wall that a very early date must be assigned to
that work, bringing the construction of the Turf and Stone Walls
within a very few years of one another."

Mr. F. G. Simpson, in following, gave a preliminary account of
the subjects to which he proposed to draw attention in the course
of the Pilgrimage, laying stress on the evidence for the priority
of the stone forts to the Wall as shown by his own recent excava-
tions, and on the periodic crossings lately discovered in the Valium.
These points are treated shor ly below and will be discussed more
fully by Mr. Simpson in our next volume.

THE PILGRIMAGE : FIRST DAY.

On Wednesday, September 1st, 1920, members of the party
starting from Carlisle met those from Newcastle at Gilsland
station at 10 -45 and drove in motor-cars, with intervals of walking,
to Haltwhistle station, which was reached about 6-15. The
weather was very wet during the early part of the trip, but
improved in the afternoon.
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At Wall Bowers Mrs. Hodgson pointed out the site of the
W. junction of the Turf and Stone Walls, and at Appletree
showed a section of the Turf Wall, describing it as in her paper
of the previous evening.

On arriving at Birdoswald Mr. F. G. Simpson began by directing
attention to the spot at the N.W. corner of the fort where he had
recently found the first ditch underlying Hadrian's Wall. At
the east gate Mrs. Hodgson showed the point where a ditch—
probably the Turf Wall ditch—had been found underlying the
gateway buildings. At the S.W. corner of the fort Mr. Simpson
pointed out the place where the fort works and the Valium came
into contact, and explained the importance of the site in con-
nexion with the question of chronological sequence—a question
which ought to be answered in the course of further exploration.
Before leaving Birdoswald the president proposed a vote of
thanks, which was carried by acclamation, to Mr. J. Wright, the
owner of the place, for his courtesy towards the visitors.

At a point on the Valium, S.W. of Great Chesters, Mr. Simpson
demonstrated the existence of pei iodical gaps in both mounds of
the Valium at regular distances of about 45 yards, connected
in each case by a causeway across the Valium ditch. The gaps
were perfectly plain ; the causeways slightly less plain, but
distinct when once pointed out. These gaps had been found in
many parts of the Valium ; the causeways, en the other hand,
were found only where—as here—the absence of a marginal
mound showed that the Valium ditch had not been cleared out
in Roman times. He suggested that the purpose of these gaps
and causeways was to afford access across the Valium for men
carrying stones from the quarries S. of the Valium to the Wall
N. of it. If this explanation is correct, it would show that the
Valium was in existence when building was being done on the
Wall.

Mr. W. H. Knowles, F.S.A., expressed some difficulties in
accepting this explanation. He argued that, in order to convey
stone from the quarries to the Wall, the easiest method would
have been to make a road joining each quarry to an E. and W.
road immediately in rear of the Wall. Further, that the bogs
here and elsewhere lying close to the Valium would make the
crossings useless. As an alternative he suggested that if the
Valium was a military work, it ceased to have any value after
the Wall was built ; and these crossings were then made in order
to give easy ways over what would otherwise have been an
obstacle.
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Mr. Percival Ross also disagreed with Mr. Simpson, and
thought that the gaps might have been made much later for the
passage of cattle.

Proceeding to the fort of Aesica, Mr. Simpson showed the
multiple ditches of the N. W. corner, curving round as if to
continue across the line of Hadrian's Wall. Here, as at Birdos-
wald, he had recently dug and found the innermost ditch under-
lying the Wall. This proves that Aesica, like Birdoswald,
existed before the Wall was built, and perhaps before the Wall
was contemplated.

On the walk eastwards along the line of the Wall, Mr. Simpson
pointed out the ramparts of two marching camps recently dis-
covered by himself, across which Hadrian's Wall had been built.
On the Haltwhistle Burn he showed the remains of the Roma n
water-mill, and a little further down the pre-Hadrianic fort
which he and Mr. J. P. Gibson had excavated.

The walk was continued past Cawfields milecastle along the
line of the Valium, where the gaps in both mounds are very
marked, and so to Shield-on-the-Wall, where the carriages were
waiting.

In the evening after dinner a meeting of the Society was held
at the Crown and Mitre Hotel, Carlisle, at which the following
papers or abstracts of them were read : —"` Lanercost Found ation
Charter " and " Scaleby," by Mr. T. H. B. Graham (Articles
VIII. and IX.) ; " Fountains Abbey and Cumberland," by Mr.
W. P. Haskett-Smith with some remarks by Mr. W. G. Coiling-
wood (Articles X. and XI.) ; " The Sandf ords of Askharn, " by
the Rev. F. W. Ragg (Art. XII) ; " Greenrigg, Caldbeck," by
Mr. J. S. Parkin (Art. XIII.) ; " The Fair at Ravenglass," by
the Rev. Caesar Caine (Art. X [V.) ; " The Roman Well in Scotch
Street, Carlisle," by Mr. H. Redfern (Art. XV.) ; and "_ Pro-
testations of attachment to the Protestant faith, Caldbeck,
1642," by Mr. William Brown (Addenda).

THE PILGRIMAGE : SECOND DAY.
On Thursday, September znd, 192o, the pilgrims met at

Fourstones station, leaving it at II-15 in motor-cars and returning
to Fourstones about 5-3o p.m. The weather was rainy in the
morning and the rain came on again later.

From Fourstones the party drove along the Stanegate to
Newbrough and Crindledykes, joining Wade's road at Bradley ;
leaving the carriages at Peel they walked along the Wall, past
the mile-castles of Castle Nick, Hotbank and Housesteads to
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the Housesteads fort. Here Professor R. C. Bosanquet was the
exponent. He described how the late Mr. John Clayton had
excavated the outline of the fort, leaving for himself the explora-
tion of the interior, which was accomplished in 1898. He gave
an excellent description of the principia—the strong room, the
forge and arrow-heads, the coal-bunkers, etc.—all now well
known to readers of the published report. He then took the party
to the granary, the N. gate, and a point near the N.E. corner
where Hadrian's Wall had been bonded into the pre-existing
wall of the fort ; then to the N.E. corner tower, which (as Mr.
Simpson has lately shown) was originally built in its normal
position and later was taken down to be rebuilt at the point
where Hadrian's wall joins the wall of the fort. Then to the
latrines in the S.E. corner, which were described by Mr. Simpson.

On regaining the carriages the drive was continued to Lime-
stone Bank, where the ditches of the Wall and the Valium, cut
through basalt, were inspected. The party walked along the
line of the Wall to Black Carts turret, after which they took
carriages again and drove back to Fourstones.

In the evening, at Chancellor Campbell's house at the Abbey,.
Carlisle, a meeting was held of those interested in preparing
inventories of church fabrics and furniture with a view to their
protection in the event of restoration or other circumstances.
Completed lists for about half the Rural Deaneries were handed
in and work was arranged to cover the rest of the diocese.

THE PILGRIMAGE : THIRD DAY.
On Friday, September 3rd, 1920, the meet was again at Four-

stones at 11-15, and the excursion made by motor-cars by way
of Chesters and Portgate to Corbridge, reaching the railway
station at 5-3o. The weather was fair, and at times even
pleasant.

Chesters Museum was described by Mr. R. G. Collingwood.
His paper is printed in full in the Proceedings of the Society of
Antiquaries of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 3rd series, vol. ix., pp..
288-293. After recalling the great debt owed by all Romano-
British antiquaries to John Clayton of Chesters and his descend-
ants, he dealt in particular with the inscribed stones in the
museum, pointing out that three (147, 265, 272) were documents
of the highest importance in connexion with the problem of the
date of the Wall, being dedications to the Emperor Hadrian.
A milestone of Hadrian (260) was also here ; it was found near
Chesterholm. There were three inscriptions of Antoninus Pius,
but of these one was a cast of a " distance-slab " from the Scottish
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Wall built by that Emperor about A.D. 143. The reign of Marcus
Aurelius was a blank .; that of Commodus was perhaps represented
by no. 36, recording the building of an aqueduct in the governor-
ship of Ulpius Marcellus, whom Commodus sent to Britain to
retrieve the disaster of A.D. i 80. Caracalla was apparently
mentioned in no. 116, Severus Alexander in nos. 13, 38, 257 and
258, the last two both milestones. Maximin was commemorated
by a milestone (259) and fragments of a large slab from Procolitia
(95)• " We have here," he continued, " quite a large group of
eight inscriptions all dating from the early third century, three
of them milestones and five records of building or restoration.
They are relics of a period in which the Empire put forth all its
strength to repair the disasters of the end of the second century ;
a period when defences were everywhere rebuilt and districts
reorganised. The name of Septimius Severus is especially
associated with this period of reconstruction, and rightly, for he
certainly set it going ; but it outlasted his death, as these and
other inscriptions show us, for thirty years. Indeed, posterity
was so much impressed by the constructive energy of this period
that to it was sometimes traditionally ascribed the entire Wall of
Hadrian." The later dated inscriptions were very few in number;
only three, all milestones.

He also dealt in some detail with the religious inscriptions, of
which Chesters Museum possesses over 4o, representing some
18 or 20 different cults. There was only one Christian stone
(247) ; the cults best represented were that of Coventina, the
goddess of the sacred and medicinal well at Carrawburgh, that of
the Mothers, and that of the " Old Gods." The cult of the
Di Veteres was a puzzle. It had formerly been interpreted as a
protest of expiring paganism against the encroachments of
Christianity ; but the spellings of the dedications, especially in
the form DEO HVITRI, suggested that it was really the relic of a
Low German deity Huitris, or some such name, imported into
these parts by the Tungrian garrison of Housesteads and corrupted
by non-Germanic neighbours into the familiar Latin adjective
vetus. The cult was a very popular one among the troops on the
Wall ; but the Spaniards of Great Chesters and Chesters, and the
Dalmatians of Carvoran, uniformly dropped the H which probably
they could not pronounce, and thereby misunderstood the word.
The cult of the Mothers was less of a problem. It was very
widespread in the south of France,' the plain of Lombardy and
the Rhine and Moselle basins, and it may have reached Britain
from the last-named region. At Chesters it was represented by
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three stones, all from Housesteads, whose garrison appeared to
have specialised in strange worships ; they had their Mithraeum,
from which came nos. 133 and 135, and there were also at Chesters
three stones commemorating the cult of Mars Thingsus—the
War-god of the Thing, of the folk-moot—and two attendant
deities " the Alaisiagae, Beda and Fimmilena."

Of other stones calling for special mention the most important
was the altar dedicated by the Vicani Vindolandesses, the members
of the civil settlement at Chesterholm, which definitely fixes the
correct form of the name as Vindolanda, not Vindolana.

Mr. Collingwood also called the attention of the visitors to the
replica of the Chesters Diploma, the " Modius Claytonensis " or
recently-discovered bronze measure holding 20 pints, and other
small objects.

The fort of Chesters was then described by Prof. Bosanquet ;
the principia (still generally known as the " forum ") with its
offices and strong room ; the barracks, so far as they have been
dug, and the bath-house on the banks of the Tyne, which he
described as the most impressive building of its kind in the North
of England with the exception of Walls Castle, Ravenglass.

After luncheon at the George Hotel or picnicking by the river-
side, the party walked to the eastern abutment of the Roman
bridge, where Mr. Simpson said that the bridge was sometimes.
supposed to have been moved, in Roman times, to the west,
indicating a change in the course of the river. This he considered
illusory. He thought the passage had been narrowed to make it
more difficult for enemies to creep underneath when the river
was low. The counterpoise-stone, which had been thought to
serve for elevating a drawbridge, was more probably used in
lifting a grid hung between the piers, to prevent passing under-
neath. He suggested that the " covered way " was really a
conduit—the race of a watermill. Some discussion followed, and
the carriages were taken again for the drive up the bill past
Brunton House, where no stay was made, and past a fine piece.
of Valium where the gaps were observed with great distinctness
for a long distance. At Portgate the road was taken down to
Corstopitum.

At Corstopitum Mr. W. H. Knowles gave an excellent general
account of the explorations and pointed out the main features
now visible on the ground and in the museum. Here the pro-
ceedings came to an end and the party broke up at Corbridge
station.
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SPRING MEETING.

Among other business at a meeting of the Council of the
Society held at Tullie House, Carlisle, on April 7th, 1921, a
resolution was passed expressing the opinion of the Council that
it was inadvisable to remove the Langbar Stone on White Lyne
Common, Bewcastle. At the general meeting held on the same
date in the Art Gallery, at Tullie House, Mr. W. G. Collingwood,
president, in the chair, the following new members were elected
Mr. Robert G. Airey, Kendal ; Mr. Harold Duff, Maryport ;
Professor Eilert Ekwall, Sweden ; Mr. Herbert T. Griffith ;
Mr. Donald G. Hopewell, Arkholme ; Mr. J. G. McIntosh, Alston ;
Mr. James A. Petch, Sunderland ; Mrs. H. D. Rawnsley, Gras-
mere ; Mr. Ian A. Richmond, Rochdale ; Rev. J. Stuart Rimmer,
Ulverston ; Mr. D. L. Thorpe, Carlisle ; Mr. Legh Tolson, Pooley
Bridge.

A paper on the Langbar Stone was read by the president.
Abstracts of " A List of the Rectors and Vicars of Da.lston," by
the Rev. Canon Wilson, Litt.D., and of three papers by Mr.
T. H. B. Graham, M.A., namely, " Lanercost Foundation Charter,
part II.," " Ousby " and " Kirkland," also notes by Miss Mary C.
Fair on " The Eskdale 24 Book," were read by Mr. R. G. Coiling-
wood. Mr. H. S. Cowper, F.S.A., read " Notes on Richard
Braithwaite of Burneside, the poet and writer, and his portraits."
The president read some stories of local witchcraft contributed
by the Rev. T. N. Postlethwaite of Urswick-in-Furness, and a
note on the site of the chapel of St. Michael, Rotting ton, men-
tioned in a St. Bees charter of 1258 ; about which Mr. N. N.
Thompson had sent a letter from Mr. E. L. Nanson to the effect
that field no. 161, Preston Quarter, of the Ordnance Survey,
znd ed., was named on a plan of 1804 as " Great Chapel field,"
and dressed stones had been ploughed up in a small enceinte in
its S.E. corner near St. Bega's Well. Further exploration of
the site is desirable (and by later information appears to be
contemplated).

Mr. J. F. Curwen, F.S.A., read notes on the age of the fabric
of Askham Hall.

Mr. L. E. Hope, F.L.S., Curator, exhibited Roman relics lately
added to the Carlisle Museum :-

(I). A series presented by Mr. Harold Duff and found by him
in the sand-dunes north of the Roman fort at Mawbray, where
the encroachment of the Solway is now exposing remains long
buried. The finds include many fragments of Castor ware
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• (Romano-British), one of which is part of a beaker with ornament
.of stems and leaves en barbotine ; also a nearly complete cooking-
pot, 8 inches high and 61 inches across the bulge, with lattice
ornament ; the rather high rim and a one-inch band below it
have been polished. The form and ornament of this pot are
typically Romano-British, but the colour of the fabric is brown,
not black or grey as usual in such pottery. Pieces of the rims
of similar vessels, also found at Mawbray, were sent by Mr. Hope
to Mr. A. G. Wright, curator of the Colchester Museum, who in
returning them enclosed fragments, which he dates to the first
century B.C., found at Billericay, Essex, in 1865, with pedestalled
vases of undoubtedly late Celtic origin.

(2). Fragments including terra sigillata (some of which bear
potters' marks) found on Stanwix Bank during the recent widening
of the road to Brampton ; the finds were made on the Rickerby
Park side of the road by Mr. Hope and others.

(3). Many interesting fragments presented by Messrs. H. T.
Griffith and A. G. O'May, and found by them in cultivating
garden ground behind Lismore Place, Carlisle, on which was
.deposited much of the débris from excavations made at the
building of the Crown and Mitre Hotel. This débris teems with
Romano-British and mediaeval potsherds.

The new finds enable Mr. Hope to add eight potters' marks,
not included in the " Catalogue of the Roman Pottery in the
Museum, Tullie House, Carlisle," by Messrs. T. May, M.A., F.S.A. ,
and L. E. Hope, F.L.S. The marks are

(I). ALBINVS. . . BINVS, fragment from base of a dish form
31 Drag. Three potters of this name but probably
La Grauf. A.D. 4o-9o. Stanwix Bank by L. E. Hope.

ALBVCIANVS. ALBVCIAF, fragment from a dish form
early 18 Drag. Potter of Lezoux, A.D. 150-Igo ;
also at Corstopitum, Silchester and Cirencester.
Stanwix Bank by L. E. Hope.

ANNIVS. ANNIVSF, fragment from a dish form 31 Drag.
Graffito underside ARR. A potter of uncertain
origin, probably Lezoux about A.D. I00-130.
Stanwix Bank by Mr. A. G. O'May.

SENONIS. SENONIO, good stamp on bottom of a cup
form 33 Drag. A potter of La Grauf. A.D. 37-68.
SENONI . . found at Corstopitum. Lismore Place
by H. T. Griffith.

(3)•

4 ) •
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TARRA. TAR-RA, about two-thirds of a dish, form 18, oi-
hard, light red fabric found at two different times
by the donor. A potter of Florent (Argonne)
A.D. 190-260. Occurs at Niederbieber. Lismore
Place by Mr. H. T. Griffith.

LAXTVCISSA. . . XTVCISF, bottom of a cup, form 27
Drag. A potter of Lezoux A.D. 8o-too. Silchester
and Wroxeter. Stanwix Bank, Mr. H. T. Griffith.

LVPPA. LVPPA, bottom of cup, form 33, good fabric.
Probably a potter of Lezoux. Lismore Place,
Mr. H. T. Griffith.

VERTECISSA. . . . -CISSA.F, from base of a dish, form
31 Drag. The lower horizontal line of a letter in
front of C must be E. Occurs at Silchester on a
cup form 27 Drag. Little known of this potter's
work. Lismore Place, Mr. H. T. Griffith.
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