
346  

ART. XXVI.—Report on the further excavations carried 
out at the " Druid's Circles," on Birkrigg in the parish 
of Urswick, September-October, 1921. 

BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE NORTH LONSDALE FIELD 
CLUB. 

THE remains known by the name of the Druid's Circle 
 situated on Birkrigg, a limestone elevation in the 

eastern part of Low Furness, three miles south of Ulver-
_ston, have received but scant attention at the hands of 
writers of local history. Jopling, in his " Sketch of 
Furness and Cartmel " refers to them under the heading, 
` Remains on Birkrigg;" (p. 103), and writes in 1843, " On 

that part of the common of Birkrigg which immediately 
overlooks the village of Bardsea there is a small Druidical 
circle, about twenty-four feet in diameter (inside dimen-
sions), and at a distance of a few hundred yards the re-
mains of a somewhat circular enclosure, the appropriation 
of which is doubtful."* 

This so-called Druidical circle has acquired enhanced 
importance by the discovery in 1911 of the cinerary urn 
and other remains reported in these Transactions, N.S. xii, 
pp. 262-274. The ground within the inner circle of stand-
ing stones was, in that year, examined by members of the 
Archaeological Committee of the North Lonsdale Field 
Club. Since that date the operations of the Club on this 
site have been suspended, but in the summer of 1921 it was 
decided to examine, under the superintendence of Mr. 
W. G. Atkinson, the ground immediately outside the 

* Other notices are :—C. M. Jopling, Archaeologia, xxxi, 45o ; Henry 
'Barber, " Prehistoric Remains of Furness and Cartmel," R. Arch. Inst., 1868 ; 
H. S. Cowper, F.S.A., Archaeologia, liii (p. 3o of the overprint) " Ancient 
:Settlements etc. of Furness." 
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inner circle and eventually the whole area between the 
inner and outer circles. Work was begun somewhat late 
in the season, but the weather was, on the whole, favour-
able, and operations were rarely hindered by unfavourable 
conditions. Mr. J. Slater kindly made a large scale plan 
of the circles and divided up the ground to be excavated 
into squares, each of which on the plan was particularised 
by a letter, and number, and the work was carried out 
square by square so as to facilitate the keeping of a correct 
record of excavating done and discoveries made. In the 
accompanying plan, the letters (A, B, etc.) mark the 
centres of the groups of four squares. The pointer at the 
head of the plan indicates the magnetic north. 

Digging was begun in square Li, on the north side of the 
circle. The pavement of cobbles, mostly ice-borne, which 
characterised the inner circle, was here found at a depth 
of rather more than six inches below the present-day 
surface. The two standing stones, nos. io and 1, of the 
inner circle lie within this square, as will be seen from the 
plan ; and these stones, as well as all the others bounding 
the inner circle, were carefully measured for height above 
ground and depth below, and the measurements recorded 
in the detailed report made by the excavators. In this 
square, Li, the only object of interest unearthed was a 
piece of raddle or ruddle. " Raddle was a substance of 
which primitive man was very fond " (Remains of the 
Prehistoric Age in England, by B. C. A. Windle, p. 148). 
Bateman found it in a barrow (Ten Years Digging, p. 168), 
as did the late Canon Greenwell (British Barrows, p. 160). 
M. C. Burkitt in his Prehistory, a Study of Early Cultures 
in Europe, published 1921, suggests that raddle or red 
ochre was used for tattooing purposes (p. 207). The 
piece of raddle in question must have been brought to the 
circle from a distance, as none is known to exist in the 
near neighbourhood. It is found about half-way down the 
Screes at Wastwater and the procuration from that 
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source is very dangerous. Why early man should have 
preferred to procure raddle from a distance rather than 
use haematite, abundant in the neighbourhood, and which 
was undoubtedly used for the same purposes in prehis-
toric times, it is difficult to surmise, unless the raddle was 
calculated to produce a more pleasing result in the way of 
personal adornment. 

From square Li on the north side of the inner circle the 
work of excavation was continued by east, south and west 
to north again. In square L2 [in the ground between 
stones nos. i and 2 of the inner circle but outside its cir-
cumference] a deposit of black earth was found 15  inches 
from the surface and io inches in thickness, being really 
a continuation of the deposit described in the report of 
work.in 1911 and marked on the plan which accompanies 
that report. The portion of this deposit examined in 1921 
thinned out towards the north-east. On the outer fringe 
of this black earth (square L2) , what was taken to be a 
circular stone knife or scraper was discovered, 18 inches 
below the surface, and within a foot of this a rude stone 
knife, 24 inches long with mid-rib in the centre of the 
upper side and tapering to each edge, the cutting edge 
being slightly serrated. Between stones nos. i and 2 of 
the inner circle, but not now showing above the surface, 
an extra standing stone (IA square L4) of smaller dimen-
sions was unearthed, limestone like all the stones of the 
inner circle, and with the same inward inclination or 
batter as those above ground. In making up the ground 
at the conclusion of the season's work the earth was so 
arranged that the top of this stone as well as of another 
discovered (no. 2A ) between stones 2 and 3 of the circle, 
(square Q2) should show above the turf for the benefit of 
future interested visitors to this site. Outside the circle, 
in the neighbourhood of stones 2 and 3, the pavement was 
much thinner and the cobbles forming it smaller than in 
the part previously examined, but this pavement became 
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again more pronounced as work was continued round. 

towards the south. In square Q4 another patch of black 
earth a yard square was found between stones 4  and 5. 
and carefully examined. A piece of slate in the shape of 
a heart or an arrow-head was found here (square Q3). The 
pavement near this deposit of black earth was much 
thicker and more pronounced than elsewhere. 

In taking off the turf from square Q3 it was noticed that 
the pavement below showed signs of having been previ-
ously disturbed, and afterwards, when digging, the paving 
stones here were found to be very loose. Another small 
patch of black earth, 22 inches in extent, was found in the 
west corner of square Q3. In square P4 was found a 
small heart-shaped stone which might be natural, and two,  
small quartz-like pebbles, and in Pi, and 5 feet west of 
stone no. 8, another small patch of black earth. A few 
inches to the north of stone no. 8 on the fringe of the inner 
circle, a small rectangular stone with a portion notched 
out in the manner of a blade with a sharp cutting edge on 
the notched side was unearthed and close by a somewhat 
similar stone was found in square K3. A piece of chert 
was picked up in square K3. Other discoveries were a 
piece of shale and a leaf-shaped tool or implement with 
a borer point at one end and flaked with a mid-rib along 
the longer diameter (square Ki). 

While digging in square K2, a pear-shaped tool, per-
haps a muller, fabricated from some kind of grit, was dis-
covered. It measures 34 inches in length and has a cir-
cumference near the thicker end of 51 inches and of i/ 
inches at the other extremity. There is evidence of its 
having been ground on three surfaces as well as at the 
apex which is truncated. The sides have been chipped 
and ground to make it adaptable for holding when in use, 
one side being shaped to admit the pressure of the thumb, 
while on the other there are three slight depressions to,  
accommodate the fingers. It was probably fashioned 
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thus to be used as a pestle, and is well adaped for the 
grinding of colours. It was found at a depth of about a 
foot and near by a peculiarly shaped stone which it is 
suggested might have been so fashioned to be used as a 
palette for colours. It is in the shape of an oyster or 
large pecten shell. On the upper surface a depression, 
which is roughly circular and 3 inches in diameter, has 
been flaked out. The edge of this has in some places been 
rubbed to take off the sharpness. A handle on one side, 
with an inclination to the right, has been fashioned by 
chipping and rubbing to admit of its being held in the 
left hand. There are seven surfaces to this handle, six of 
which are discernible on the upper side, and a flake has 
been taken off the under side to permit of a firm hold. 
There has also been a portion of the under surface chipped 
off to admit of the palette standing when not in use. 

On the completion of the season's examination the 
ground was levelled up and the turf replaced. 

A portion of the black earth which was found in several 
different places was examined by Mr. Johnson Oliver at 
the Ulverston Victoria Grammar School, who found in it 
aluminium silicate, ferric oxide, calcium phosphate and 
carbonaceous matter. A more detailed analysis of a 
similar deposit found within the circumference of the 
inner circle will be found in the report on the work done 
in 191I (Transactions, N.S. xii, p. 267). 

Relative dimensions of the Circles :—Although no 
standard of measurment by early man is known the 
following facts are of interest : (z) the inner circle's 
diameter averages 27 feet ; (2) several stones of the outer 
circle were found to be 27 feet apart. 
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