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ART. V.—The Medieval Diocese of Carlisle. By T. H. B. 
GRAHAM, M.A. 

Communicated at Carlisle, April 24th, 1924. 

CHAUCER, writing late in  the fourteenth century, 
pictures the parson of a " town " as a poor but 

learned priest, who set not his benefice to hire, but dwelt at 
home and went on foot to visit the sick, in a wide parish 
with houses far asunder. But Bishop Halton's register, 
which relates to a somewhat earlier period, shows that, in 
the diocese of Carlisle, the presentee to a country rectory 
was, sometimes a young man, recently ordained, some-
times an acolite, not yet admitted to holy orders.* The 
clerk of the period was keenly desirous of obtaining a 
degree at an English or foreign university, and Bishop 
Halton seems to have encouraged his ambition, with a 
view to raising the status of the country parson. He 
allowed him to devote part of his stipend to his education, 
and gave him leave of absence for a, considerable period, 
in order that he might qualify himself for a degree. But 
he always insisted that ample provision should be made, 
at the rector's expense, for the service of the parish church 
and the cure of souls. The parochial duty was meanwhile 
discharged by a vicar, approved by the bishop ;t or by a 
parochial chaplain, in receipt of an adequate stipend; 
such vicar, or chaplain, being, as a matter of course, in 

* John de Lowther, presented to Barton in August, 1304, had received first 
tonsure, but was only in his fifteenth year (Halton Register, i, 22o) and was 
instituted, while still a minor, rector in 1308 (ibid., i, 296). 

It would appear, from the examples cited below, that the temporary 
" vicar " of an unappropriated benefice occupied a more assured position 
and enjoyed a more liberal stipend than the mere " parochial chaplain." 
He was not " perpetual vicar," as in the case of a living appropriated to a 
religious corporation. 
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priest's orders. A clerk in holy orders was styled " dom-
inus," but when he had taken a university degree, e.g. 
bachelor in theology, he was called " magister." 

The following local records help to explain how it came 
to pass that country parsons of Chaucer's time did not 
" dwell at home " :- 

1294, Dominus Gilbert de Muncheton, rector of Stapleton, was 
allowed, on account of ill health, to be absent from his parish 
for three years, and in the meantime to farm his benefice to the 
Priory of Carlisle (Halton Register, edit. Thompson, i, 12) . 

1296. Magister Henry de Hardla, subdeacon, was instituted 
rector of Dacre, but a pension was assigned thereout to a vicar 
(ibid., i, 88). 

1298-9. Dominus William de Burdon, subdeacon, rector of 
Musgrave, had licence to study for seven years, and the bishop 
reserved to himself power to appoint a vicar, during that period, 
and to assign to that vicar part of the income of the benefice, so 
that he could duly exercise cure of souls and hospitality (i, i 14) . 

1300. Dominus Henry de Rither, subdeacon, was presented 
to Castle Sowerby (not yet appropriated) and the bishop gave 
him leave of absence for three years. (i, 129) . 

1300, October. Roald de Richmond, clerk, presented to 
Bowness-on-Solway, was not of age, so the bishop appointed 
Magister John de Bowes, priest, as custodian of the presentee 
and curator of the income of the benefice, until the presentee 
came of age and was ordained subdeacon. The custodian was to 
furnish Roald with necessaries at the schools, provide for the 
service of the church and its chapels, keep the manse in repair, 
and retain the residue of the income as a reward for his trouble 
(i, 135). Roald, described as " acolite," was instituted rector in 
October, 1301, with letters of dispensation as to residence and 
priest's orders for three years, provided he was ordained subdeacon 
within a year and deacon within the said term (i, 163). In 1306. 
Roald, having been ordained deacon and priest, obtained licence 
to study for three years, on condition that he appointed a pro-
curator to represent him (i, 264). 

1302-3. The bishop was informed that dominus Thomas de 
Capella, perpetual vicar of Kirkby Stephen, and dominus Richard 
de Bradwod, perpetual vicar of St. Michael's Appleby, had not 
been in constant residence. They excused and purged their non-
residence, and were ordered to occupy their benefices in future, 
(i, 197) 

H 
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1304. Gilbert de Halton was collated and instituted rector of 
Ousby, with dispensation to study for seven years, the bishop 
reserving power to appoint a vicar during that period (i, 218) . 
In 1306, dominus Gilbert de Halton, subdeacon, was collated to 
the rectory of Kirkland (i, 251) and in 1311, having completed his 
long course of study and obtained a degree (for he is styled 
" magister ") was instituted archdeacon of Carlisle (ii, 41). 
He was ordained deacon in 1312 and priest in 1313 (ii, 69, 199). 

1307. Magister William de Beverley, rector of Addingham 
(not yet appropriated) had dispensation to study at Oxford and 
Cambridge for two years and, in the meantime, to set his church 
to farm (i, 282). He was not a very young man, for, ten years 
previously, he had charge of the sequestration at Addingham 
(i, 105) . 

1315-16. Ralph de Ergun, acolite, was instituted rector of 
Greystoke (ii, 116) with leave of absence during four years of 
study, but he was to be ordained subdeacon in the first year (ii, 
115). He was afterwards granted three years more, making 
seven in all (ii, 116). 

1315-16. John de Lowther, rector of Barton, subdeacon, had 
similar dispensation for three years (ii, I 16) . 

1317. Dominus Thomas de Goldington, rector of Musgrave, 
was allowed to study for three years at Montpellier (ii, 152) and, 
in 1324, was styled " Magister " and allowed two years more 
(ii, zo9) . 

1317. Dominus John de Burdon, rector of Cliburn, obtained 
permission to study for five years, on condition that he was 
ordained subdeacon in the first year (ii, 154).  

1318. Magister John Grayvill, acolite, and bachelor in theology, 
was instituted to the rectory of Ousby, with dispensation to 
study in England, for three years, provided he was ordained sub-
deacon in the first year, deacon in the second, and priest in the 
third (ii, 169, 172) . 

1320-I. Dominus William de Ribbeton, subdeacon, rector of 
Clifton, had licence to study for two years (ii, 204). 

1324. Magister Thomas d'Eyncourt, rector of Plumbland, had 
like dispensation (ii, 208). 

All the above instances occur within a period of 3o 
years. The next belongs to Chaucer's day. 

138o-1. John de Penrith, parson of Kirkland, obtained leave 
of absence, in or out of England, for seven years (these Transac-
tions, N.S. xxii, p. 7o). 

 
tcwaas_002_1925_vol25_0007



THE MEDIEVAL DIOCESE OF CARLISLE. 	99 

Where the parish church was appropriated to a religious 
house, the monastery was rector in perpetuity, and 
presented to the bishop a secular priest to be instituted 
vicar. Thus, in February 1299-1300, the priory of 
Carlisle presented John de Ludam, deacon, to its appro-
priated church of Edenal, and the bishop instituted him 
perpetual vicar, with permanent provision for his support 
(Halton Reg., i, 118). John was ordained priest in the 
following month (ibid., i, 118). 

Sometimes the monastery presented one of its own body. 
Thus, in 1307, the bishop ordained that the same priory 
should be at liberty to present a suitable canon of its house, 
as perpetual vicar of the appropriated church of Castle 
Sowerby, with the manse and a stipulated endowment, 
and that such vicar should reside there and serve the 
church by a secular priest (ibid., i, 277). Accordingly, in 
1309, dominus Alan de Frisington, canon, was instituted 
perpetual vicar (ibid., i, 325). 

A chantry priest was always subject to the incumbent of 
the church, in which his chantry was situate. In 1332, 
the rectory of Wigton parish church was given to Holm 
Cultram Abbey, and the donor desired to establish a 
chantry there, with two secular chaplains, and the bishop 
ordained that those chaplains were to be under the control 
of the vicar (V. H. Cumb., ii, 37). The chantry of St. 
Mary, founded at Bramwra, near Hutton-in-the-Forest 
in 1300, had, owing to the plague, fallen into decay in 1361, 
and was then re-established, within the church of St. 
James, Hutton. The bishop ordained that the chantry 
priest should celebrate at the altar of St. Mary, on Sundays 
with proper commemoration of souls, and should say the 
office of the dead, with Placebo and Dirige, on week days. 
But he was also to sing or say the canonical hours* every 

* The hours of prayer, fixed by the rule (canon) of the church, were Matins, 
including Venite and Te Deum, after midnight; Lauds, including Benedicite 
amnia opera and Benedictus Dominus, at sunrise ; Prime, including (on Sunday) 
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day with the incumbent of the church and be subject to 
the latter (ibid., p. 36). 

It became the fashion, in Edward III's reign, to establish 
colleges of secular priests in parish churches. An account 
of those institutions appears in the Visitation of Southweli 
Minster, Camden Society, introduction, pp. xii et seqq. 
Sir Robert Parvyng attempted to found one at Melmerby 
in 1342 (V.H.C., ii., 39 and 204). 

In 1358, the king gave licence to William de Greystoke 
to grant in mortmain the advowson of the church of 
Greystoke, held in chief, to a warden and chaplains to 
celebrate divine service daily in the said church, as he 
should ordain, and to appropriate the church to the warden 
and chaplains (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 32 Edward III, p. 46). 
Similar licence was given to his son Ralph de Greystoke in 
1374 (ibid., 48 Edward III, p. 27) and again in 1377 
(ibid., 1 Richard II, p. 78). But the matter remained in 
abeyance until 1382, when the archbishop of Canterbury, 
as papal legate, converted the rectory of Greystoke into 
a college and constituted Gilbert Bowet, priest, first master 
of the same. The chapels of Watermillock and. Threlkeld 
belonged to that college (Nicolson and Burn, ii., 362). 
In Edward VI's reign it consisted of a master and six 
resident priests (Dyer's Reports, part i., 81a). The only 
other collegiate church in Cumberland was of much later 
foundation. In 1523, Thomas Lord Dacre wrote to John 
Hering, provost of the church of Kirkoswald, nominating 
Thomas Moyses as one of his five perpetual chaplains in the 
college of Kirkoswald (L. and P. Henry VIII, 1523, page 

the creed of St. Athanasius, at 6 a.m; Terce, the third hour, at 9 a.m; Sext 
the sixth hour, at noon; None, the ninth hour, at 3 p.m; Vespers, or Evensong, 
including Magnificat, at sunset, and Compline, including Nunc Dimittis, 
at 9 p.m. In practice, those exact moments of the day were not strictly 
adhered to, and, for convenience, two offices were sometimes recited together 
(Encyclopaedia Britannica). In 1342, the vicar of Morland lost the " journal," 
which he was carrying, for the purpose of saying the canonical hours while 
on the road to Penrith (V.H.C., ii , p. 39). 
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1499) . In 1535, the staff of the " Collegiate Church of 
St. Oswald of Kirkoswald and Dacre " comprised the 
master or provost, the perpetual vicar of Kirkoswald, the 
perpetual vicar of Dacre and five perpetual chaplains 
(Valor Ecclesiasticus, Record Commission, vol. v, p. 29o). 

These colleges were chantries upon a large scale. 
One who could not afford to found a chantry made 

provision for an obit (obitus), that is to say, a mass on the 
anniversary of his death; or endowed a light to burn before 
the image of Our Lady (Ellis, Medieval England, p. 418) . 
For instance, in 1469, John Kimblow,* rector of Lamplugh, 
and archdeacon of Richmond, directed that he should be 
buried in the parochial church of St. Mary of Carlisle 
(the nave of the Cathedral) near the altar of St. Sithe the 
Virgin, on the south side, and devised to the prior and 
canons regular of the cathedral church of St. Mary of 
Carlisle a tenement lying between Castle Street and 
Fishery Street (Vices piscariae) in order that, on every 
night when the antiphon Salve Regina was sung after 
compline by the said convent, five candles, in honour of the 
five joys of the Blessed Virgin Mary, should be lighted 
before her image in the said church (Surtees Society's 
Publications, vol. 26, p. 7) . 

A church situate within the forest did not properly 
possess a parish, because all the unenclosed land belonged 
to the king and was extra-parochial. The earlier in-
cumbents of Hutton-in-the-forest were styled " chaplain "; 
Henry, circ. 1200 (Wetherhal, p. 176), William, in 1233-4 
(these Transactions, N.S. xi, p. 4), and Hugh, in 1285 
(ibid., N.S. vii, p. 21). The priory of Carlisle had built and 
appropriated a new church at Sebergham, in 1292. It 
did not appoint a vicar, but only provided a chaplain, to 
do the duty (ibid., N.S. xxiii, p. 53). The building is 
called a " chapel " in 1362, and was then served by a 

* Or Krioblow (V.H.C., ii, 139).  
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parochial chaplain (ibid., p. 55). An unbeneficed clergy-
man, generally described as " chaplain," had only a slender 
stipend and, perhaps, a house or room. 

At the present day, the diocese of Carlisle comprises 
Cumberland (except Alston), Westmorland and Lan-
cashire-north-of-the-Sands, and coincides very nearly 
with our Society's area of research. But, from its 
foundation in 1133 until the middle of the nineteenth 
century, it included only the " land of Carlisle," annexed 
to the kingdom of England by William Rufus. It was 
bounded by the watershed of the Eastern fells, and 
extended in Cumberland to the river Derwent, in West-
morland to the outskirts of the barony of Kendal, and 
was under the supervision of the archdeacon of Carlisle. 
Alston lay beyond that watershed and pertained to the see 
of Durham. In the middle ages, all the residue of the 
modern diocese of Carlisle, namely Cumberland south of 
the Derwent, the barony of Kendal and Lancashire-north-
of-the-Sands, was parcel of the diocese of York, and under 
the supervision of the archdeacon of Richmond (these 
Transactions, N.S. xi, p. 90).* 

The bishop and the priory held property in common, 
until the middle of the thirteenth century (V.H.C. ii, 24). 
The canons, who formed the cathedral chapter, were all 
monks of the priory, and the bishop was ex officio head of 
the chapter (ibid., p. 131). That was an abnormal state 
of things. The diocese was not, like most, divided into 
several archdeaconries, but contained one archdeaconry 
only, co-extensive with the diocese. 

The bishop presided at his diocesan synod, or council, 
at which all the clergy met, to confer upon matters 
connected with the diocese (ibid., ii, p. 37). He also 
presided in his consistory court, where he exercised 
jurisdiction in temporal matters, such as causes between 

* For a considerable period before its union with Carlisle, the same residue 
formed a limb of the diocese of Chester, founded in 1541. 
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party and party, wills and marriages; and in spiritual 
matters, such as visitation, correction of manners and 
institution to benefices; but he usually delegated his 
jurisdiction in temporal matters to his officer styled " the 
official principal," or simply " the official," who was 
keeper of the episcopal seal (Halton Register, edit. Thomp-
son, introduction, p. xxxiii). The bishop of Carlisle's 
chancellor is not mentioned until the sixteenth century 
(these Transactions, N.S. xi, p. 106). The official of 
Carlisle is witness to a deed, circ. 1190 (Prescott, Wetheyhal , 
p. 216). When the bishop was absent for a time from his 
diocese, he delegated his jurisdiction to a " vicar general " 
(Halton Register, introduction, p. xxxv). On one occasion 
in 1311, he appointed two persons, one or other of whom 
was to act as his vicar general in spiritual and temporal 
matters, while he was abroad (ibid., ii, 39). 

The sole archdeacon was the bishop's chief officer. It 
was his duty to examine and present candidates for 
ordination, and to induct them to the benefice after they 
had been instituted. He had power to visit the entire 
diocese, and, at first, exercised jurisdiction (subordinate 
to that of the bishop) within the same sphere; but his 
court was suppressed about 1270 (V.H.C. ii, 119). In 
such a small and sparsely populated diocese, the bishop's 
consistory court was sufficient for the transaction of all 
ecclesiastical business. 	After the death, in 1156, of 
Athelwald, first bishop, the see of Carlisle was vacant for 
48 years and the archdeacon, as head of the diocese, 
exercised jurisdiction by his own official (ibid., ii, 117). 
For instance, the archbishop of York, circ. 1200, addressed 
a letter to " the official of dominus Galfrid de Lascy, arch-
deacon of Carlisle " (Wetheyhal, p. 72). Custody of the 
diocese seems to have been granted, meanwhile, to the 
archdeacon for the time being of Carlisle. Thus Peter de 
Ros describes himself, in 1180-9o, as " archdeacon of 
Carlisle and custos of the bishopric " (ibid., p. 216). 
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While there was no bishop, the archdeacon was appointed 
by the king, as in the case of Alexander de Lucy, 1203 
(Cal. Pat. tolls, Vol. i, p. 35).  

Master Peter de Insula (1302) was archdeacon without 
judicial authority (" as had been the case for 3o years and 
more ") and professor of Canon Law (Halton Register, i, 
p. 176). Master Gilbert de Halton (November, 1311) 
was subdeacon at the date of his collation to the arch- 
deaconry (ibid., ii, 41) ; while Master Henry de Carlisle, 
collated in December, 1320 (ibid., ii, 203) was not even 
ordained subdeacon until July, 1321 (ibid., ii, 207). The 
two last-named were probably young men, but they had 
apparently taken university degrees. 

The diocese of Carlisle was of old, perhaps from the date 
of its foundation, divided into four rural deaneries. Their 
names and extent appear in the valuation of Pope Nicholas 
1291:—I. Carlisle (North Cumberland) . 2. Allerdale 
(North-West Cumberland). 3. Cumberland (the Penrith 
district) and 4. Westmorland (the Appleby district) . The 
last two do not derive their names from the existing 
counties, which are probably of somewhat later creation. 
The rural deanery of " Cumberland " was so designated, 
because it was a fragment of the ancient kingdom of 
Cumbria, and the rural deanery of " Westmorland," 
because it was part of the geographical tract known as 
Westmoringaland (Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, vol. ii, p. 96) . 

The four rural deans* of the diocese of Carlisle were 
bishop's officers with a salary. He appointed and dis-
missed them at pleasure. They did not exercise any 
jurisdiction within their rural deaneries, but were merely 

* 'The title dean (decânus) arose amongst the monastic orders. The monks 
of a religious house were divided into groups of ten (Gr. deka) and one of each 
group was nominated decanus with power to supervise the others. The 
senior dean sometimes possessed considerable authority (New English Dic-
tionary). The same title was applied, by analogy, to the senior canon of a 
cathedral chapter and to the ecclesiastic who supervised a group of country 
clergymen. 
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" messengers, summoners, process-servers, and tax-
gatherers of the diocese " (V.H.C. ii , 122). They did not 
even preside at their respective ruridecanal chapters, 
composed of the instituted clergy of the rural deanery, for 
the bishop's official principal, or the archdeacon did so 
(V.H.C. ii , 123). In the medieval diocese of Carlisle, the 
rural dean, as such, was a person of little importance. 

On two occasions, there was a scarcity of clergy. In 
1349, the year of the black death, there were not enough 
priests to administer the sacraments in the province of 
York, so the pope allowed the archbishop to have additional 
ordinations (Historical Papers from Northern Registers, 
Rolls edition, p. 401). Again, in 1363, owing to the late 
plague, the diocese of Carlisle had not sufficient priests, 
and the pope granted the bishop a faculty to dispense 40 
persons, secular and regular, of the age of 20, and 
promote them to holy orders, in the proportion of 20 
regular to 22 secular; and further to dispense 12 persons 
of illegitimate birth and six others, who were sons of 
priests or illegitimate sons of married men, and ordain 
them (Cal. Papal Registers, Rolls edition, vol. i, p. 437).  

The three great plagues of Edward III's reign were 
prevalent from May 31st to Michaelmas 1349 ; from 
August 15th, 1361 to May 3rd, 1362 ; and rr om July 2nd 
to Michaelmas, 1369 (Bond, Handy book of :.fates). 

It appears from Bishop Welton's register (MS. f. 135) 
that the diocesan synod, in the fourteenth century, enacted 
that the archdeacon of Carlisle, at his visitation, should 
enquire whether the canon of the mass was celebrated 
correctly and distinctly, according to the use of York or 
Sarum;* and from Bishop Kirkby's register (MS. f. 459) 

* The York service-books were more in accordance with the Roman use 
than those of Sarum (Hist. Papers, supra cit., p. xxxv). The breviary was 
termed portas, portehors, portiforium (N.E.D.). For example, in 1353, 
Robert de Bromfield gave to the vicar of Addingham " a little book, which 
is called porthois " (Test. Karl., p. 6), and, in 1369, the vicar of St. Michael's, 
Appleby, bequeathed to his son, John, " a liber portatorium of the use of 
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that Sir Robert Parvyng proposed in 1342 to found a 
college of priests at Melmerby, and it was ordained that 
the master and chaplains, vested in surplice, amice and 
black cope, should sing matins and prime daily at sunrise, 
according to the use of Sarum (Vict. Hist. Cumb., ii , 39). 
The daily use of black vestments is uncommon, but there 
is another local example. The archbishop of York 
ordained in 1348, that at the church of Lytham, Lancs. , 
where there were 12 chantries with 12 chaplains and four 
clerks, the latter should minister daily, in surplices and 
black copes, and assist the chaplains (by inspeximus, Cal. 
Pat. Rolls, 33 Edward III, p. 287) . 

The above directions comply with a regulation made in 
the eleventh century, by Osmund, bishop of Salisbury, 
that all clerks, without exception, were to use black copes 
during the whole year, except in double feasts with 
procession, or in any other double feasts kept on Sunday, 
when silk copes (presumably of the colour proper to the 
occasion) were to be used in procession and at mass 
(Register of St. Osmund, Rolls edition, vol. i, p. 34). 

The editor of the register suggests that the word cappa is 
there used in two different senses, and that cappa nigra is 
a short black cape, or tippet, worn over the surplice,* but 
cappa serica is a silk cope in the modern sense of the word. 

The Sarum missal contains a general rubric concerning 
the sequence of colours throughout the year :- 

In tempore Paschali, de quocunque dicitur missa (nisi in 
Inventione sanctae crucis) utantur ministri vestimentis albis ad 
missam. Similiter fiat in festo Annuntiationis Beatae Mariae et 
in Conceptione ejusdem, et in utroque festo sancti Michaelis, et 
in festo sancti Johannis apostoli, in hebdomada Nativitatis 
Domini, et per octavas et in octavis Assumptionis et Nativitatis 

York" and a psalter (ibid., p. 96). According to the uses of Sarum and York, • 
the Asperges before high mass corresponded to the Roman rite (Surtees 
Society's Publications, vol. 63, pp. 2 and 6 asterisk). 

* At Sarum, in 1214, the clergy in choir wore the black tippet (cafifia nigra) 
over the surplice (superrellicium) which was not to exceed the tippet iu length 
(Register of St. Osmund, vol. i, p. 377). 

 
tcwaas_002_1925_vol25_0007



THE MEDIEVAL DIOCESE OF CARLISLE. 	I07 

Beatae Mariae, et in commemorationibus ejusdem per totum 
annum, et per octavas et in octavis dedicationis ecclesiae. 
Rubeis vero utantur vestimentis omnibus dominicis per annum 
extra tempus Paschae, quando de dominica agitur, et in quarta 
feria in capite jejunii, et in cena Domini, et in utroque festo 
sanctae crucis, in quolibet festo martyrum, apostolorum et 
evangelistarum, extra tempus Paschae. In omnibus autem 
festis unius confessoris, vel plurimorum confessorum, utantur 
vestimentis crocei coloris (Surtees Society's Publications, vol. 59, 
p. xxi) . 

Rock quotes other rubrics of a Sarum missal, written 
towards the close of the fourteenth century :- 

Feria quarta in capite fe/`unii (Ash Wednesday) the priest in 
red cope. 

Dominica in ramis palmarurn (Palm Sunday) blessing of 
leaves and flowers, by the priest vested in red cope. 

Feria quinta in cena Domini (Maundy Thursday) the priest in 
red cope. 

Feria sexta in die parasceves, dicta hora nona (Good Friday) 
the priest approaches the altar vested in red chasuble (Church of 
our Fathers, vol. ii, p. 262). 

It therefore appears that, according to the use of Sarum, 
red was the normal colour throughout the year, including 
Lent; white being reserved for Eastertide, Christmas week, 
feasts of Our Lady and St. Michael the archangel, and the 
dedication festival; and yellow for feasts of confessors, 
that is to say, saints who did not suffer martyrdom. 

An indenture, dated 1325 and made between the bishop, 
of the one part, and the chapter, of the other part, contains 
a list of vestments, belonging to the cathedral church of 
Carlisle, which indicates that the use of Sarum was there 
observed. The list enumerates a chasuble of red samit, 
with tunic and dalmatic of red sindon belonging to the 
same set (secta) ; a tunic and dalmatic of red sindon for 
deacon and subdeacon;* a chasuble with tunic and 

* Strictly speaking, the dalmatic was worn at high mass by the deacon, and 
the tunic by the subdeacon, but, by long-established custom, both those 
vestments exactly resemble one another (Rock, Hierargia, 647-52). The 
celebrant's two principal ministers, though styled " deacon " and " sub-
deacon," are usually in priest's orders. 
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dalmatic of baudekyn (cloth of gold) belonging to one set; 
an everyday chasuble (colour not specified) ; a cope of 
red samit ; and two copes of a yellow (croceus) colour 
(Priory of Hexham, Surtees Society's Publications, vol. 44, 
appendix, p. lxxii). Samit was a silk fabric, and sindon a 
texture of fine linen (New English Dictionary) . 

The York missal does not contain a general rubric on the 
subject, but the Rev. W. G. Henderson has gleaned much 
information from other sources (see introduction to York 
Manual and Processional, Surtees Socy., vol. 63, p. xxii) 
and supplies the following list of colours:— 

Red, for all double feasts* other than those of Our Lady. 
Adventu, in Sabbato quatuor temporum (Ember days) the lection 

shall be read by a vicar in red cope (Rubric of York Missal, 
Surtees Socy., vol. 59, p. xix). 

In 1378, the altar of SS. Paulinus and Chad had a vestment of 
red satin, for double feasts (York Fabric Rolls, Surtees Socy., 
vol. 35, p. 300). 

White, for Christmas Day (see rubric of York Missal, Surtees 
Socy., vol. 59, p. xx) and for all feasts of Our Lady. A testator, 
in 1498-9, bequeathed a set of white vestments, for the feasts 
of Our Lady (Test. Ebor. iv., Surtees Socy., vol. 53, p. 157).  
Another testator, in 1508, gave a set of white vestments, for 
priest, deacon and subdeacon, for service at the high altar of the 
Cathedral Church, on the feasts of Blessed Mary the Virgin 
(Test. Eboy. iv., Surtees Socy., vol. 53, p. 278). 

Blue (blodius) the normal colour for Sundays and feasts of 
nine lections which were not doubles. Du Cange treats blodius 
as the equivalent of sanguineus, i.e. blood colour, but Rock 
supposed that, like indicus, it signifies blue. 

In 1378, the chantry of SS. Paulinus and Chad possessed 
unum vestimentum de ynde (indica) camakat pro dominicis 
diebus et aliis festis minoribus (Fabric Rolls, Surtees Socy. vol. 35, 
p. 300). Richard III visited York Cathedral on August 29th 

* Lanfranc, writing in the eleventh century, applies the term " double " 
to the rare occasions, on which was recited a double office, namely that of the 
feria and that of the festival which coincided with it. But Durandus, who 
died in 1296, says that it denotes a day, on which the antiphon was doubled, 
that is to say, repeated in full before and after each psalm of the office (Addis 
and Arnold, Catholic Dictionary). 

t Camaka was a fine fabric; probably of silk (New English Dictionary). 
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1483, the feast of the Decollation of St. John the Baptist, being 
a feast of nine lections, but not a double, and all the clergy were 
vested in silk copes blodii coloris (ibid., vol. 35, p. 211). 

Blue was also used during the penitential seasons of Advent 
and Lent. The famous York inventory, compiled soon after 1500 
and revised in 151o, mentions una secta (set) blodia del bawdekyn 
pro Adventu et Septuagesima (Surtees Socy., vol. 35, p. 233).  
The York inventory of Edward VI's reign refers to a " blew " 
vestment with two dalmatics, for Lent, and another vestment 
of " blew " with tunicles, for funeral days (ibid., p. 312). 

Black. Rubrics of the York Missal direct that, at high mass on 
the fourth Sunday in Advent, the sequence shall be sung by 
four vicars in black copes; and that, on Good Friday, the lection 
shall be read by a priest in black cope, and the tract sung by two 
vicars in black copes (Surtees Socy., vol. 59, p. xix). 

Black was also used in masses for the dead. A testator, in 
1498-9, gives a set of black vestments for requiem (Test. Ebor. iv, 
Surtees Socy., vol. 53, p. 157) . 

In 152o-I, the chantry of St. Jerome possessed a vestment of 
black " worsit," for requiem (Fabric Rolls, Surtees Socy., vol. 35, 
p. 287) . 

The inventory of Edward VI's reign mentions a cope of black 
cloth 4of gold for obits (ibid., p. 310). 

Green. The ferial colour for summer time, i.e. from Trinity 
until Advent. A testator, in 1434-5, gives a green vestment for 
summer (Test. Ebor. ii , Surtees Socy., vol. 3o, p. 51). 

The inventory of Edward VI's reign mentions four green copes 
for double feasts, (sic) for standers (Surtees Socy., vol. 35, p. 312). 

Purple. York never used vestments of that colour at mass, 
but the inventory of 1500 enumerates 21 copes of purple velvet. 
Henderson supposed that they were reserved for the more 
splendid offices of the dead, because the bishop of Lincoln in 
1346 bequeathed to his cathedral church a whole set of vestments 
namely, cope, chasuble, and two tunicles, of purple velvet, for 
celebrating in solemnibus exequiis (Test. Ebor. i, Surtees Socy., 
vol. 4., p. 24). That was apparently the use of Lincoln. 

Yellow. The chantry of St. Anne, St. Anthony and St. Cross 
had a chasuble of yellow silk, in 136o (Fabric Rolls, Surtees Socy., 
vol. 35, p. 277) ; and the altar of Holy Innocents one vestment of 
yellow, in 1521 (ibid., p. 286). 

It must be borne in mind that, by the sixteenth century, 
the ancient English uses were becoming assimilated to 
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that of the church of Rome, regulated by a strict and 
elaborate rubric contained in its missal, the colours being 
white, for the greater festivals and for feasts of Our Lady, 
confessors and virgins, and dedication of the church; 
red, for Pentecost and feasts of apostles and martyrs; 
green, from the octave of Epiphany to Septuagesima, and 
from the octave of Pentecost to Advent ; violet (violaceus) 
for Advent and Lent; and black for Good Friday, and in 
masses and offices of the dead. 

The seven sacraments are depicted on a window of 
St. Anthony's chapel, Cartmel Fell. The glass is probably 
of late fifteenth century workmanship, and may have 
come from Cartmel priory (these Transactions, N.S. xii, 
p. 298) . In the representation of the "Holy Sacrament of 
the altar," the celebrant is vested in a red chasuble and 
the deacon in a brown dalmatic; in " Penance," the 
priest appears in a blue vestment ; and in " Holy Orders," 
the bishop has a blue chasuble. The use of York seems 
to be there indicated. But it is not safe to rely upon the 
evidence of a painted window. " Nimium ne crede colori !" 

The survey of church goods in Cumberland, made circ. 
1552, is imperfect and meagre. Its poverty of detail may 
be due, in some cases, to spoliation by the Scots, in others, 
to the removal of the more valuable items by patrons, 
churchwardens and other interested persons, before the 
visit of the royal commissioners. At Greystoke, the 
occurrence of several sets of blue vestments seems to show 
that the York use had prevailed there, for that colour is 
unknown to the Roman use. The survey is printed in 
these Transactions, o.s. viii, p. 186. 

Henry Bowet, archbishop of York and papal legate, by 
his will proved in 1423, bequeathed to the parish church 
of Penrith, where his father was buried, his whole set of 
vestments (secta vestimenti) of blue bawdeken (de panno 
blodio bawdeken) namely four copes, a chasuble, tunicles 
or dalmatics, frontal, sub-frontal and cloth for the lectern, 
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together with albs, amices, stoles and maniples, pertaining 
to the same (Historians of the Church of York, Rolls 
edition, iii, 299).  

A catalogue of the church goods of Dalton-in-Furness, 
made in Queen Mary's reign, specifies one whole suite of 
vestments of red worsted; a green cope of say; a vest-
ment of white chamlet ; two vestments of russet say ; and 
an old vestment of red worsted (these Transactions, N.S. 
vii, p. 272). Say was a woollen material, similar to serge, 
and chamlet was the name applied to a costly eastern 
fabric and its imitation in wool and silk (New English 
Dictionary). Russet is not a canonical colour, but it is 
alleged that brown was sometimes employed on ferial 
occasions, at churches which followed the use of Sarum 
(Walker, Liturgy of Sarum, preface). A visitation of the 
diocese of Sarum, in 1220, mentions casula de fusco tincto, 
i.e. a brown chasuble (Register of St. Osmund, vol. i, p. 275). 
That chasuble, probably of coarse material, was in 
" everyday " use. A country clergyman sometimes 
possessed a private vestment and book and bequeathed 
them by will (see Test. Karl. and Test. Ebor. supra cit., 
passim) . 

The biretta, in its modern shape, is of recent date, 
(see illustrations, Encyclopcedia Britannica) . The cele-
brant wears it, as he approaches the altar, at the com-
mencement of mass. That particular act of covering the 
head is a ceremony, which ecclesiastical writers do not 
explain. Again, the priest, when vesting for mass, 
always places the linen amice for a moment upon his 
head, before drawing it over his shoulders, indicating, 
perhaps, that it was originally a ceremonial head-dress. 

The following documents seem to show that the cap 
(biretum or pileus) and the skull cap (pileolus) were worn 
in church, merely for the sake of warmth:— 

In 1212, the canons of Sarum were directed to wear a 
black skull cap (pileolus) when occupying their stalls in 
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choir (Register of St. Osmund, Rolls edition, Vol. i, p. 377). 
The pope granted indults, in 1245, to the abbot and 
convent of Dunfermline, to wear the cap (pileus) " seeing 
that they live in a very cold country " (Cal. Papal Letters, 
vol. i, p. 215) ; in 1258, to the prior and chapter of 
Carlisle, to wear birettas or caps in choir on account of 
the cold (ibid., p. 361) ; in 1288, to the abbot and convent 
of Hyde, near Winchester, to wear caps of sheep or 
lamb skin, in divine offices and processions, " the cold 
in those parts having caused paralysis and other diseases 
to some of the monks " (ibid., p. 492) ; in 1289, to the 
prior and chapter of Worcester, to wear caps or amices on 
like occasions, " the cold in those parts being hurtful to 
them if bare headed " (ibid., p. 501) ; in 1290, to the 
abbot and convent of Winchcombe, to wear caps of 
black skin (ibid., p. 515) ; and, in 1291, to the prior and 
convent of Southwick, in the diocese of Winchester, to 
wear caps or amices (ibid., p. 533) . But in every instance 
it is expressly provided that such head-dress should be 
removed at the gospel and elevation. 

Here is a picture of a Westmorland church service in 
the sixteenth century:— 

Edward Hilton, parson of Blechingdon, near Oxford, by his 
will dated February loth, 1525-6, gave the rent of a cottage, to 
support a chantry, for the souls of himself and his relations, in 
St. John's porch of the parish church of St. Combe of Warcop, 
and directed that his anniversary, or obit, should be observed on 
July 15 for ever. Placebo and Dirige (vespers of the dead) were 
to be said over-night; then there were to be four low masses 
namely those of the Five Wounds, the Nativity of John,* Holy 
Trinity and the Annunciation, with a collect, secret and post 
communion at every mass, as on the anniversary, to be followed by 
high mass of requiem, at St. John's altar in the said porch. The 
vicar, if present, was to have 8d. ; the other four priests 6d. each, 
and drink, to be shared amongst them, 8d.; the parish clerk, for 

* That suggests that the altar was dedicated to St. John the Baptist, not 
St. John the Evangelist. Dedication to the latter was comparatively rare 
(Arnold Forster, i. p. 65). 
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singing and ministering at the altar and helping at the masses, 
was to receive 2d.; two churchmen or churchwardens, one from 
Burton, the other from Warcop, if present, 2d. each; five children 
helping at the masses, 5d.; five poor people, 5d. Bread and ale, 
to be " spent " in St. John's porch after dirige, were to cost 5d ; 
one penny was to be offered after the offertory of every mass; and 
the vicar, or his curate, was to receive 4d., to pray for the said souls 
on Sundays; and 5d. was to be paid for five tapers, to stand upon 
the hearse, at the time of dirige and mass. The residue of the 
rent was to be distributed amongst the poor of Warcop parish 
(Nicolson and Burn, i, 612). 

The existence, at Ousby and other parish churches, of 
the three sedilia, for celebrant, deacon and subdeacon, 
implies that solemn high mass was sometimes sung there. 
On such great occasions, the incumbent of a country 
church had to adapt himself to circumstances, in following 
the widespread " use of a magnificent cathedral. 

p 
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