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ART. XII.—On a 17th Century French Coin found near 
Furness Abbey. By PAUL V. KELLY. 

Read at Kendal, September 11th, 1924. 

ON May 27th of this year while digging up the roots of 
some large trees which had been cut down in a field 

known as " Croft Park " adjoining the Abbey terminus of 
the Barrow Tramways, there was found a much worn 
bronze coin. It was so much defaced, that of the in-
scription and design all that could be made out were the 
letters 
	 III .R. D. FR . . . 

above the head on the obverse, and on the reverse, three 
large fleur-de-lys were very faintly discernible. 

Through the kindness of our member, Mr. T. H. B. 
Graham, himself a well-known numismatist, the coin was 
submitted to Mr. Allan of the Department of Coins at the 
British Museum, who identified it as a Double Tournois* 
of the reign of Louis XIII of France, 1610-1643. 

The inscription on the obverse as restored by Mr. Allan 
reads LOUIS x]III. R(oi) D(e) FRA[N ET NAV.] Date illegible. 

The fact that this coin is valueless as a numismatic 
specimen adds very much to its antiquarian interest, as 
this tends to prove that it could not have been dropped by 
a modern collector, but had been in use for a considerable 
time, and was still in circulation when lost. A great deal 
of French money was brought into England during the 
troublous years that followed the Revolution in 1688-9, 
and when Louis XIV was intriguing to replace the exiled 
James II on the throne, and it is possible that this coin 

* Money coined at Tours, which was one fifth less in value than that of 
Paris. A tournois was valued at one tenth of a penny sterling;  s.v. tournois, N.E.D. 
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may have belonged to some local adherent of the Jacobite 
party. 

Furness, by reason of its remote situation, was fortunate 
in escaping from most of the turmoil and devastation of 
the civil wars and commotions that have, at times, torn 
and racked the rest of England, and it has generally been 
assumed that the Revolution, as well as the later Jacobite 
risings of 1715 and 1745 left the district undisturbed. 
Although there is no evidence to show that the Furness 
people took any active part in supporting the late king, 
there can be very little doubt that many of the inhabitants 
were in sympathy with his cause. Most of the gentry, and. 
many of the customary tenants still held to the ancient 
faith, and it is reasonable to suppose that their sympathies 
would be with the Catholic ex-king. 

The particular field in which this coin was found, was 
originally part of the Manor estate of Furness Abbey 
which belonged to the Prestons of the Manor. Sir Thomas 
Preston, the last of the direct line, was received into the 
Society of Jesus at Watten in Holland in 1674, having 
previously left his estate in trust for the endowment of 
an English novitiate for the Jesuits. 

There were also many convictions for recusancy in the 
parish of Dalton during the reign of Charles II, and the 
lists contain several well-known Furness names.* Among 
these were certain members of the Lacey family, who were 
in all probability Stewards of the Furness estates of Sir 
Thomas Preston. le Robert Lacey was convicted in 1667,. 
and John Lacey in 1680. They lived in the neighbouring 
village of Newbarns which adjoins the Manor estate, and 
the family lasted there until well into the 18th Century. 
Amongst the papers of Father West of Titeup Hall, the 
author of Antiquities of Furness, now preserved at Hornby 

* B.M. Addit. MSS. 20739. 
t Catholic Record Soc. Miscallanea, vol. 6, p. 75, edit. Joseph Gillow. 
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Chapel, are several letters from members of the Lacey 
family of Newbarns.* 

It does not seem unreasonable to suppose that among 
families like these who had suffered for their religion, there 
would be found many who would actively, if secretly, aid 
the cause of a king who had already done so much to 
remove many of the disabilities under which Catholics were 
labouring. 

* ex relatione J. P. Smith, Esq., Barrow. 
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