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" The Flemings in Oxford: being documents selected from the 
Rydal papers in illustration of the lives and ways of Oxford men 
1650-1700," edited by John Richard Magrath, D.D., Provost of 
Queens' College; vol. iii, 1691-1700 (Oxford Historical Society,. 
1924; pp.  xxiii, 492).  

With this volume a great work is completed, the account, 
detailed beyond belief, of Sir Daniel Fleming and his family—
not only at Oxford but in many phases of their lives and characters. 
In this period we meet the elder children less frequently, but we 
are introduced to the younger boys at Sedbergh School under 
Postumus Wharton. They are by no means models of virtue, 
but not without charm. " Dear Father," writes one, " Yesterday 
ye Master was pleased to give me a discharge never to come more 
in his scool for nothing but playing at ye futball and fight with one 
yt took up one ball . . . . I shall give you an account of it when 
I come and as you find us diserving of punishing so punish us 
pray pardon thes lines since I am scarse capable of what I write 
. . . . your ungratefull son at present Roger Flemin." The 
master relented and tried to prepare them for Oxford, though he 
wanted to send them to St. John's, Cambridge. It was an uneasy 
process, but Roger " resolved to endure whatever come with 
patience till Chrismas . . . . haveing this in my mind, yt whoso-
ever is without troubles in this world hath his share of them in y8  
world to come." He went up to Queen's in March 1693 and Sir 
Daniel wrote, " it seems you are not so good a Schollar, as one 
might reasonably expect from one that had been so long ye Head-
schollar in Sedbergh school . . . . So long as you continue studious, 
civil and a good husband, you shall be reasonably supplyed. The 
Lord bless you. I am your loving Father D. F." 

In September Dr. Hugh Todd, whom we all know, wrote from 
Oxford about the progress of Gibson's edition of Camden, adding 
that Roger had a good character; and the lad said " Mr. Nicklson 
[afterwards the bishop] made very much on me." Next year his 
brothel James went up, with " a new suit, 3 shirts, 4 Handker-
chiefs, 5 caps, 2 pair of Stockings " and " Sophokles, Aristophanes, 
Grck common prayer, Claudian and Walker's Particls " [for 
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Roger] and " Isocratis, Græck Testament and Duperds Psalms " 
[for himself] put in a Deal-Box and forwarded by Burnyates the 
carrier, son (?) of the carrier whose acquaintance we made through 
Joseph Jackson (these Transactions N.s., xxi, 125). James was 
a plausible young scamp, and the two together soon got into bad 
ways. Sir Daniel wrote to George, their elder brother, " acquaint 
them Ile pay no more Ticks for Ale, Brandy, Pipes or Tobacco, 
which I abominate in any of my children "; and their Oxford 
career ended ignominiously. Roger, however, became vicar of 
Brigham and James rose to be a major in the militia. Their 
younger brother, Fletcher, of whom Wharton wrote that he was 
" not soe capiable, his nature very pleasing but his parts slow," 
never went to Oxford. He lived at Fellfoot in Langdale and at 
Rayrigg on Windermere. 

George was preparing under Dr. John Mill, then at work on his 
great edition of the New Testament, for holy orders; somewhat 
querulous and apt—or forced—to tease his father for money. 
Sir Daniel was not close-fisted but he had learnt the need for 
frugality; he had a large family to keep, and George's accounts 
were regularly sent home, commented upon, and preserved. We 
see him as non-resident vicar of Aspatria and chaplain to Bishop 
Smith at Rose, on which he writes, " I desire, Sr, you'll be 
pleas'd to prevaile upon my sister to make me 2 or 3 shirts 6 or 
8 pair of short sleevs, and some Handkircheves; for company being 
frequent there, and their washing not so often as at Rydal will 
make it necessary." The Bishop reported," I am very much pleas'd 
as all here are, wth his conversation." And so George himself 
became bishop of Carlisle. His portrait, the frontispiece of the 
volume, shows him as a well-preserved man of seventy, dignified 
in wig, bands and lawn sleeves. 

These extracts—perhaps trivial—suggest the curiously intimate 
side of the records; but beside this there are notices of very many 
people of this time, of current literature—especially the anti-
quarian studies dear to Sir Daniel—as well as of Oxford gossip 
and the doings of our district. All are thoroughly elucidated 
in Dr. Magrath's ample and accurate notes. What labour it 
has been can be gathered from the closing words of the preface:-
" I am very grateful that I have been permitted to complete a 
task which has occupied the greater part of my leisure for nearly 
forty years. LAUS DEO." 

" Inter Alia: a Scottish Calender of Crime and other Historical 
Essays," by the Right Hon. Sir Herbert Maxwell, Bt., F.R.S., 
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LL.D., D.C.L. (Glasgow; Maclehose, Jackson and Co., 1924; 
cloth, pp. x, 323,  with eight illustrations) . Those who know how 
our senior honorary member can give life to things which in 
other hands are dry as dust, will not be disappointed as they 
turn these brilliant pages, full of vivacity and interest. They 
deal with Mary, Queen of Scots, John Knox, and old times in. 
Scotland; with the Scalacronica of Sir Thomas Gray of Heton, an 
eye-witness of the Edwardian wars; with the battle of Agincourt;. 
with the memoirs of d'Artagnan, made famous by Alexandre 
Dumas; with Stilicho, " the last great Roman "; Lord George 
Murray and the Jacobites; Baron de Dedem and Napoleon's, 
disaster in Russia; Sir John Moore in Spain, and finally the curious 
journal of a French-American who made a tour of Great Britain. 
in 1810-11. And there is not a dull paragraph in the book, 
recondite as its sources are. 

" Early English Ornament; the sources, development and 
relation to foreign styles of pre-Norman ornamental art in England, 
by J. Brpndsted, Dr.Phil., assistant keeper in the department of 
Danish antiquities, National Museum, Copenhagen; with a. 
preface by Reginald A. Smith, F.S.A.; translated by Albany F. 
Major, O.B.E., F.S.A. (London, Hachette, 1924; pp. 352  with 
217 illustrations, cloth 215. net., paper 16s. 8d.) This is by far 
the most complete and illuminating work that has yet appeared on 
the subject of our pre-Norman crosses and other ornamented 
objects. The author has a personal knowledge of the remains and 
does not judge them merely from photographs; he also is an 
authority on the art of the continent, with which he compares our 
monuments. Short of the complete Corpus of which we see no 
prospect at present, this volume is to be commended to any who 
wish for a sound view of the general progress made by the North-
umbrian Angles in their special art and the development of that 
art in the Viking Age. That it was, originally, a branch of a great. 
movement involving the whole of Christendom is not to be doubted. 
Patterns of a kindred nature are found from Armenia, Syria and 
Egypt to Yorkshire and Cumberland. But on one point we 
are unable to follow, with our author, the suggestions of Professor 
Stzygowski, that oriental craftsmen actually worked in North-
umbria. In our English scroll-patterns we see differences of 
treatment and design from those of Syrian work, and these 
differences indicate that though their motives were imported 
they were carried out by natives of this country. On the other 
hand, the author's exposition of the give-and-take between. 
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England and Scandinavia is highly interesting, and the wealth of 
illustration makes the volume pleasant and profitable even tor 
-those who may not be concerned with the more technical details 
of art-history. 

" Records relating to the Barony of Kendale," vol. ii, by the 
late William Farrel, Litt.D., edited by John F. Curwen, F.S.A. 
(Titus Wilson and Son, Kendal, 1924; pp. x, 510, with map and two 
illustrations; cloth, as vol. V of our Society's Record Series). 
We are fortunate in having Mr. Curwen to finish this great work 
after the lamented death of its inceptor, of whom a brief biography 
is prefixed. The value of these two volumes as a collection of 
data cannot be overrated, and the second, to many, will be still 
more interesting than the first, as including areas of which little 
was known—Grasmere, Rydal and Langdale, Ambleside, Trout-
beck and Windermere, Crosthwaite, Heversham and Beetham, 
and all the Kirkby Lonsdale district. To say that no thing more 
can be discovered in the way of historical details would be a vain 
prophecy, but Dr. Farrer's broom swept clean; he gathered up 
so vast an amount of fragments of the past that it will be long 
before all this information has been worked through and utilized by 
writers of history. It superannuates all former books. Nobody 
can now consider a parish in South Westmorland as adequately 
described without reference to these " Records." With the 
seventeenth century, however, they begin to peter out, but there 
is more to follow. The extracts from Quarter Sessions records, 
left by Dr. Farrer and in Mr. Curwen's hands, promise to continue 
the story and to add as much again to our information. We 
hope that it will be possible at some early date to enter into 
possession of this additional legacy completing the heritage which 
Dr. Farrer has left us. 

" The Registers of Millom, Cumberland, 1591-1812,' transcribed 
by Colonel J. F. Haswell, C.I.E., M.D. (Parish Register Series, 
1925; pp. viii, 300). The Millom register has long been looked 
for, as important to students of South Cumberland. It does not 
disappoint expectation. Not only is the difficult text admirably 
edited and indexed, but it provides much varied information 
regarding local families and many curious place-names. There are 
also to be found in it many names of immigrants—Scottish, 
Welsh, Irish and Manx—who seem to have settled in a district 
which was from old times industrial and near an ancient sea-port. 
The editor does not annotate, but he provides material for many 
a special study. Who, for instance, was ' Johannes Fundator,' 
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the stranger buried in 1672 ? What were " His Majesty's 
Bootmen " ?—may we guess that David Cloyd (? Lloyd) of Moor 
and then of Arnaby in the 18th century was a Welsh boatswain, 
late R.N., who retired to Millom ? What strange tragedy underlies 
the entry of April, 1810, " A female child, name unknown, 
drowned in a sloop cast away near Haverigg," with no mention 
of her companions ? The story of Millom is full of incident; 
one cannot turn the pages even of its parish register without 
reading between the lines and seeing visions. But that may be 
said of most registers, and is one reason for commending this 
section of our Society's work to the notice of the intelligent 
reader. 

" The early crosses of Galloway," by W. G. Collingwood 
(Dumfries and Galloway Nat. Hist. and Antiq. Society's Transac-
tions, 3rd series, vol. x, 1925, pp. 205-231, with many illustra-
tions) deals with the history of Whithorn in the earliest periods as 
-far as it can be recovered from the evidences of the monuments. 

" Early Carved Stones at Hexham," by W. G. Collingwood 
(Archceologia A eliana, 4th series, i, 28 pp. with many illustrations) 
treats in the same way of the monumental history of St. Wilfrid's 
.church. 

" The dispersion of the Wheel-cross," by W. G. Collingwood 
(Yorkshire Archceological Journal, vol. xxviii, pp. 322-331, with 
map) attempts to trace the origin and place in art-history of the 
free-standing crosses with wheel-heads, popularly known as 
Celtic. 

" The First English in Northumberland," by W. G. Collingwood 
(The Vasculum, Andrew Reid and Co. Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
vol. xi., no. 2, Jan. 1925), a sketch of the conditions which 
created the Anglian Northumbria of Bede and the Bewcastle cross. 

" Lake District History," by W. G. Collingwood (Titus Wilson 
and Son, Kendal, 1925; pp. viii, 175, cloth, with 41 illustrations; 
5s. net) ; a short account of the antiquities and development of the 
fell-dales of the English Lakes. The story is given in nine 
chapters ; Ages B.C.; Britons and Romans; Angles and Norse; 
Barons and Abbots; the medieval map; English and Scots; 
early industries; the 'Statesmen, and the Romantic Age. 

" Outlines of a Philosophy of Art," by R. G. Collingwood 
(Oxford University Press, 1925; pp. 104, cloth; 2s. 6d. net) ; one of 
the series entitled " The World's Manuals," in six chapters:— 
the general nature of Art; the forms of beauty; the beauty of 
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Nature; the work of Art; the life of Art; Art and the life of 
the Spirit. 

" The British Frontier in the Age of Severus," by R. G. 
Collingwood (Journal of Roman Studies, vol. xiii, pp. 69-81) gives 
the argument against the old belief that Severus or his sons 
built or rebuilt the Roman Wall, and the details of history in the 
period following the catastrophe to the Roman garrisons in 
A.D. 181. 

" The Roman Signal-station on the Castle Hill, Scarborough,"  
by R. G. Collingwood (printed for the Corporation of Scarborough, 
with plans, Id.) describes the Bronze Age, Roman and medieval 
site explored by Mr. F. Gerald Simpson. 

" Roman Britain in 1923," by M. V. Taylor, F.S.A. and R. G. 
Collingwood (Journal of Roman Studies, vol. xii), with many 
illustrations. 

" Rome in Britain," by R. G. Collingwood (six chapters in. 
The Home Reading Magazine, 1924-25) presents the " general 
reader " with up-to-date statements on the Roman period in this 
country. 

" The Nature and Aim of a Philosophy of History," by R. G 
Collingwood (Proceedings o/ the Aristotelian Society, 1924-5) 

" Plato's Philosophy of Art," by R. G. Collingwood (Mind,. 
April, 1925) . 

" Some notes on the Trade Companies of Kendal in the 16th 
and 17th centuries," by Bro. Rev. H. Poole (Transactions of the 
Quatuor Coronati Lodge, xxxvi, 1923, pp. 5-33). This paper is 
based mainly on the Kendal " Boke off Recorde," edited for our 
Society by the late Chancellor Ferguson, but it is embellished with. 
interesting facsimile reproductions of a deed of 1594,  the lists 
of Wrights down to 1658, the programme of the Guild procession. 
in 1759, and three trade tokens. The author thinks that " within. 
the Trade Company there did exist some sort of esoteric Free-
masonry," because the Kendal guildsmen had their " secrets." 

The Journal of the Folk-Song Society, vol. vii (London, 19 
Berners Street, W., ; Dec. 1924, pp. 99-198) contains a collection. 
of old Manx tunes and songs edited with interesting annotations 
by our member Miss A. G. Gilchrist. In the last chapter, " Good-
night and parting songs "—Manx, Scottish and English—are 
connected with the aubade of the troubadours, and with forms 
of the Dawn-song very wide-spread. One of these is " The 
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Hunt's up," of which a Westmorland version is given from the 
early nineteenth-century MS. of William Irwin of Chapel Stile, 
Langdale, and a reference is made to Dr. A. C. Gibson's lines-
" An' music niver sturs yan's heart like T'Hunt's up played by 
oald Ben Wales." The Manx appear to have borrowed the name, 
turning it into " Unnysup " and "' Wandescope," with derivative 
meanings, just as in our dialect we have " hunsup " meaning any 
clamour. We cannot help wishing for a study on these lines of 
old Cumberland and Westmorland folk-tunes; or has the day gone 
by when such a study would be possible ? 

" The English Lake District Fisheries," by John Watson 
(Foulis, 1925; pp. xvi, 271, with illustrations, ios. 6d.) has an 
interesting foreword by Sir Herbert Maxwell, and among other 
chapters a valuable history of the char. 

" Miles Ritson," by Claude E. Benson (Sampson Low, Marston 
and Co. Ltd., 1925; cloth, 7s. 6d. net) is a historical novel of the 
late seventeenth century by the well-known editor of Baddeley's 
Guides. 

" Land ownership and Magna Carta, and the betrayed con-
stitution of the Realm. A history and a contrast," by the Rev. 
Frederick W. Ragg, M.A., F.R.Hist.Soc. (Boswell Printing and 
Publishing Co., Ltd., 2 Whitefriars Street, London, E.C.4; 1925; 
pamphlet, pp. 23; 3d.) amplifies the view suggested by the author 
in these Transactions, N.S. xxiv, 325-327 and illustrates the impor-
tance of history towards forming a just estimate cf the tendency 
of modern politics. 

" The Church Bells of Lancashire; part V, section. 2, Lonsdale 
North of the Sands," by F. H. Cheetham, F.S.A. (Transactions 
of the Lancs. and Cheshire Antiq. Soc. xl, pp. 76 to 153). In this 
carefully prepared paper, Mr. Cheetham has embodied and com-
pleted the study partly undertaken in these Transactions by the 
late Harper Gaythorpe, F.S.A.Scot., forming a very valuable 
account of the bells in the southern area of the diocese of Carlisle. 

" The Customs and Tenant-Right Tenures of the Northern 
Counties, with particulars of those in the district of Furness," by 
Wilson Butler, M.A., LL.M. (1925, Gazette Office, Millom; PP. 3o). 
A dissertation for a Cambridge degree, with much local history 
of manorial customs recently abolished. 

2C 

 
tcwaas_002_1925_vol25_0021


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7



