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ART. IV.—On a thirteenth-century Manuscript of the
Epistolae of St. Augustine, formerly belonging to
Conishead Priory. By H. S. COWPER, F.S.A.

Read at Carlisle, April 22nd, 1926.

THE reformation and consequent dispersal or destruction
of the monastic libraries have probably left us

comparatively few manuscripts which we can definitely
associate with northern monastic houses, so that I
counted myself fortunate in securing, last September,
from a Leicester bookseller, a fine 13th-century Latin
Manuscript formerly belonging to the Priory of Conishead
in Furness. Conishead was a house of Austin Canons
Regular, or in other words an Augustinian priory of the
rule of St. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo in Africa (A.D. 354
to 430).

The special interest of this volume is, I think, in the
fact that it contains a selection of the writings of St.
Augustine; and as the Priory, founded as a hospital in the
time of Henry II, was apparently promoted to the dignity
of a priory before 1184, it follows that the book, written
in the early 13th century, would probably be held among
the most cherished possessions of the fraternity.

The volume, which is bound in a good modern calf
binding with clasps probably dating about 183o, measures .

I4s inches by 1o8 inches. It contains 176 pages of fine
vellum, and , some of these pages are spliced or made up of
two pieces so as to get the full size; and this is so skilfully
done that it is necessary to hold the page up to the light
to examine the join. This joining is original, the junction
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A THIRTEENTH-CENTURY MANUSCRIPT.^49

being written across in exactly the same hand. Holes or
defects in the skin have been filled up in similar manner.

The vellum pages themselves measure 14 by io8 inches,
beautifully written in two columns* and throughout in
excellent condition. There are no paintings, but the
table of contents has painted red and green capitals, and
there is one large illuminated capital at the beginning of
Epistle I. Throughout ``the volume are many character-
istic capitals done in blue, red and brown paint, with red
and blue line penwork. The pages are singularly free
from later annotations or marks; but there are in places
rudely drawn hands pointing with the index finger to
passages, and marginal pen-drawn bracketlines, inten-
tionally sketched into caricature-like fat faces, which I
like to imagine humorously portray the features of one
of the worthy Priors.

Mr. J. P. Gilson, keeper of the MSS. in the British
Museum, describes the volume as follows:—

It is a well written copy, written, I have no doubt, in England,
in the first half of the i3th century. It is, however, fairly typical
of a class of patristic MSS. The order in which the letters are
transcribed seems to point to a fairly close connexion with Royal
MS. S.C. vii, in the museum, which belonged to the London
Blackfriars and was written about the same period.

Now for the evidence of its local history. This is
found in inscriptions and letters at the beginning of the
volume. Here we find a paper page bound in with the
following inscription in a hand which I should guess as
about 176o. It runs:

A manuscript
Formerly belonging

to
the Monks of the order of St. Agustin

at
the Priory of Conishead in Furness

and on the back of the same page:

* Space occupied by the columns of writing io inches by 7 inches.

E
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CONTENTS

The 139 Epistles of St. Agustin Bpp of Hippo in Africa
St. Agustins Sermon to the people in favour of the Clergy
his sermon of the Life and manners of the Clergy

against the five hereses
his Treatēs against the Adversaries of the Law and Prophets

this is imperfect
N.B. Part of the loth Epis and from the loth to 3oth inclusive

are lost.

I suggest that this inscription was written either by
Dodding Braddyll (d. 1749), his son Thomas Braddyll
(d. 1776), or possibly by Christopher Wilson of Bardsey
Hall who married Margaret Braddyll, sister to Dodding,
and who died 1773. Christopher Wilson seems to have
been a somewhat remarkable man, a Captain in the
Hon. E.I.C.S., and the late Rev. T. N. Postlethwaite told
me he was fond of making notes on the fly leaves of his
books. It is curious that his parentage never seems to
have been definitely settled.

Then we have the bookplate with 15 quarterings of
Wilson (Gale) Braddyll the grandson of Christopher
Wilson. This gentleman, born Gale, assumed the name
of Braddyll in 1776 and was the intimate of the Prince
Regent. Then we have the following record on the page
glued to the modern binding:—

Presented to me Augt. 1867
by Edward Richmond Gale Braddyll Esqre
and his three sisters Fanny Margaret
and Jane Braddyll, as a memorial
of an arduous Trust on their behalf
which I managed from 1846 to 1864.

J. Sotheron Estcourt.

and in a printed slip ESTCOURT LIBRARY.
There is also a letter mostly on private affairs from

Fanny (Frances) Braddyll to J. S. Estcourt.
It seems fairly clear that the MS. was treasured as a

Conishead relic from at any rate about 1750-60 ; it was
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bound somewhere about 183o by Soulby of Ulverston,
and in 1843 it is mentioned in Jopling's Sketch of Furness
and Cartmel (p. 157) as being then preserved in the
library of the magnificent modern chateau, and having
belonged to the monastic library. Col. T. Richmond
Gale Braddyll, Colonel of the Coldstream Guards, and
builder of the modern house, was amongst other things a
collector, but I do not think he acquired this from outside
sources. I think it far more likely that it had remained
at the Priory from the Reformation, in the possession of
the various Sandys, Doddings and Braddylls, uncared for
as such things were. During this time it lost its ancient
binding and certain parts. Colonel Braddyll had it
repaired and bound, and treasured it ; but when bad times
came and the great house was sold, it was preserved by the
trustees, and ultimately, as we have seen, passed into the
possession of Mr. Sotheron Estcourt, a connection by
marriage.

It is not the place here to speak of the life of St.
Augustine, the greatest of the four great fathers of the
church. But the influence of his teaching may be judged
from the fact that in England alone there were zoo houses
of Augustinian Canons and sixty of these were among the
greater monasteries. The so called Rule of St. Augustine
was adopted in the 11th century, but as a matter of fact
Augustine never wrote a rule,* and the rule was a later
compilation. Gibbon - says that when Hippo was sacked
by the Vandals, his writings were saved, and consisted of
two hundred and thirty-two separate books on theological
subjects, besides a complete exposition of the Psalter and
the Gospel, and a copious magazine of epistles and
homilies. We still possess about 40o sermons ascribed
to him with certainty.

* Epistle 2r z is a long letter of practical advice to a community of nuns; and
sermons 355-6 describe the common life among the clerics of Hippo. Encyc.
Brit.
. t Ch. xxxiii; vol. iii, p 407 in Bury's ed.
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In Cumberland there were houses of the Austin Canons
at Carlisle and Lanercost; in Lancashire at Cartmel,
Conishead and Burscough Priories. In Lancaster there
was a hospital of Austin Canons, and at Penrith there were
Austin Friars.

The manuscript is therefore an interesting relic of pre-
Ref ormation religious life, within the area so long worked
by our Society. It has found a permanent home in
Tullie House Museum; and it should be remembered that .

in 1102 the house of Augustinian Canons was founded at
Carlisle, and out of this in 1133 Henry I created the
Bishopric. Further this was the only cathedral chapter
of regular canons of St. Augustine in England.* It was
dissolved in 154o. It therefore seems very fitting that
letters of Augustine should be in a museum close to the
precinct of the great church which (since 1856) has also.
been the cathedral of the enlarged diocese which includes.
Furness.

The following sketch pedigree shews the descent of
Conishead since 1728, and the relationship of the persons
mentioned.

John Braddyll,=Sarah Dodding,
d. 1728.^I heiress of Conishead.

Dodding Braddyll, = Mary
(M.P. 1714), Hyde.

d. 1 749•

Margaret, = Christopher Wilson
d. 1781. of Bardsey Hall, Capt.

in H.E.I.C.S., d. 1773.

     

Thomas Braddyll^Sarah,= John Gale,
of Conishead, d.^d. 1774.^d. 1814.
1776, left estate
to Wilson Gale.

Wilson Gale, assumed name of Braddyll,= Jane, d. of
1776, M.P. 178o, d. 1818. Colonel 3rd R. Matthias Gale,
Lancaster Militia, Groom of Bedchamber d. 1819.

to George III.

A

* Encyclopaedia Britannica under Carlisle; Lysons Cumberland xxxi;
Hutchinson, 6o9, 617; Tanner Notitia, also these Trans. o.s. vi, 265. But
Prestcott (Wetheral, p. 486) and Wilson (Vict. Hist. Cumb., ii , 131) take a
different view of the matter, and put the date of foundation about twenty
years later.
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A

Thomas Richmond Gale Braddyll = Francis^Jane= Admiral Frank
of Highhead and Conishead, J.P., Bagot-Chester.^Sotheron.
D.L., Colonel Coldstream Guards,
rebuilt Conishead Priory, d. 1862.

Edward Stanley Richmond Gale Braddyll.=Sophia Hulton, Frances,
I
 Louisa

d. 18 74.^Mary, Sarah
Jane.

In conclusion I have to thank Mr. J. P. Gilson, the
Keeper of the MSS. at the British Museum, for examining
the manuscript, and confirming my opinion as to its date.

He writes:—
The enclosed, if a rather hasty collation may be trusted, is a

statement of the defects in your MS. I give the references to the
Patrologia Latina of Migne. The new edition of the letters in the
Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiast. (Vienna) is not complete and lacks
an index, so references to that would entail more time than I can
spare.

S. Aug. Epistolae.

i leaf lost, sermon no ccclvi (Migne) pt.
38 leaves lost, contra v haereses (pt.)

imperf. at end.
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